
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 
Date:  April 12, 2020 (Resurrection Sunday) 
 
Sermon Title:     “Who Are You Looking For?!” 
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FEAR NOT, STAND FIRM | LESSON 5 
Fear Not Because God’s Presence and Promises Shall Never Fail 
 
God is knowable and a known God stabilizes His people in an unknown world. Therefore, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen, 
as he said.” 
 

“Who Are You Looking For?” 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.” 

“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.”  

Matthew 28:1-15 
 
 
 
 
Emphasis | BIG IDEA: 
 
The DC character Daredevil is described as, “The man without fear.” Depending on how you 
were raised or trained, you might have little fear and are pretty daring. But not having any fear 
can make you careless and a potential liability and risk to those around you. 
 
Being afraid is natural. What we do with that fear depends on what we believe. Mary Magdalena 
and the other Mary were afraid yet filled with joy (Matt. 28:8).  
 
Often fear heightens our senses. When the world around us collapses there can be a response of 
looking for Jesus. Let us be assured in those moments that God is more interested in meeting 
you than you are of meeting Him. Our passage says Mary and Mary were looking for Jesus. Our 
passage than says, “Jesus met them” (28:9) and then He told His disciples, “Go and tell that they 
will see me also” (28:10). 
 
What it means to be Christian is contained in one confession, “Jesus is Lord and God has raised 
Him from the dead [Jesus is alive]” (Rom. 10:9, 10). 
 
His physical resurrection assures us of two things. 
First, He is alive. 
Second, He has received approval and an authority from His Father. This is in keeping with 
Daniel 7. 
 
As a consequence of these assurances, we can be sure of three things. 
First, we need not fear 
Second, we have received from Him His authority. 
Third, we are extensions of Him and extending Him into all the regions of the world. 
 
Jesus is alive and is Lord over heaven and earth. His people need not fear as they live out the 
gospel locally, nationally, and globally. 

Them / Then 
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THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 
Chapters 27 and 28 stand as two magnets set against each other. Chapter 27 is dark and chapter 
28 is light. Each is marked by earthquakes. Both leave His people puzzled both for very different 
reasons. 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 
Matt. 2:2  - The Magi - Where is He who is born King of the Jews? 
Matt. 11:3   - John the Baptizer - Are you the expected one? 
Matt. 21:1 - The Triumphal Entry - Who is this? 
Matt. 27:11  - Are you the king of the Jews?  
Matt. 27:17  – Are you Jesus who is called the Messiah? 
Matt. 27:27, 39 - Pontius Pilate –This is Jesus, King of the Jews! 
Matt. 27:54  – surely He was the Son of God 
 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 
Our Lord’s resurrection happens on the Feast of First Fruits. What He did fulfills all of the Old 
Testament pictures, promises, and prophecies. It is important to keep this event in sequence and 
in context.  

 
THE STRUCTURE: 
 
The story is witnessed by three groups of people. Each repeats what they saw and heard. All 
three groups speak of our Lord’s absence through resurrection. 
 
Mary Magdalena and the other Mary were eye witnesses to His death and His resurrection 
(Matt. 27:61; 28:1). 
 

I. The Angels’ Report – “He is not here, for He has risen” (vv. 1-7) 
 

 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.” 

 
“εσταυροµενον ("crucified"; 6).  This word is also in the perfect, meaning an action happened in 
the past that still describes the state of affairs.  The angel declares that even though he is risen, 
Jesus is still in the state of being crucified.  You are seeking the crucified one; he is risen.  Jesus 
is alive but he still has the wounds in his hands.”1 
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The Angel’s 1st Question - Luke 24:5 "Why do you seek the living One among the dead?” 
 
The Angel’s Statement – Matt. 28:2 “Fear Not”  
 
“What the angel says about fear is, however, not a command. The sense of “Do not be afraid” is 
not an emphatic requirement but a comforting assurance: There is nothing to fear. You need not 
fear. This calming voice comes from an authority who speaks with power that is beyond this 
world -- a messenger who, the story tells us, rolled a huge stone, sat on it (a rather matter-of-fact 
posture, to be sure), shone like electricity, engendered such a sight that the guards swooned, 
and then had the audacity to tell the women there was nothing to fear.”2 
 
The Angel’s 2nd Question – John 20:13 “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
 
Jesus’ Statement – John 20:17 “Stop clinging to me.” 
 

II. The Women’s Report – “And they ran to tell His disciples” (vv8-10) 
 

 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And 
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 

 
III. The Soldiers’ Report – “They told the chief priests all that had taken place” (vv. 11-15) 
 
They were present when the angel acted and spoke. They saw and heard the same thing as the 
women present. Yet, they refused to accept it and promote the lie asked of them by the chief 
priests, assembled elders and counsel. Amazing. 
 

 11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that 
had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient 
sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away 
while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among 
the Jews to this day. 

 
“The difference between the guards who fell to the ground and the women whose feet stood 
firm wasn’t the absence of fear, but the presence of joy.”3 
 
Every Story Jesus told tells us that those who reject His offer for forgiveness and life will not be 
forgiven and will face nothing but death. 
 
IV. The Lord’s Report (vv. 16-20) 

A. Come and See (vv. 16, 17) 
a. They saw Him 
b. They worshipped Him 
c. But some doubted 
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B. Go and Tell (vv. 18-20) 
a. Jesus is Lord (“all authority”) 
b. God has raised Him from the dead 

 
THE EMPHASIS: 
 

Our Lord’s resurrection is confirmed by three groups of witnesses. It is a time to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness to keep His promises. What He began in Genesis 1 and 2 and promised in Genesis 
3, He is finishing with Jesus. 
 
Notice the following three thoughts as it relates to our Lord’s Victory. 
 

1. What has happened [past] 
Jesus foretold that He would be killed, be buried, and on the third say rise again (Matt. 16:21). 
 

2. What will happen [future] 
Jesus said that He would come again in the same way that He left (Acts 1:10, 11). 
 

3. What is happening [present] 
While He is “away,” He is preparing a place where you will join Him for your joy (John 14:1-3). 
 
 
 
 
 
All that has been said of Him has come to pass. The authority He received He has given to us to 
continue expanding His Vision and Mission. 
 

In Jesus, all of God’s promised blessings shall go to the Nations. What He has started in merging 
Heaven on Earth, He will finish at His second coming. 
 

All of our horizontal uncertainty is answered in the vertical certainty. We do not need to wonder 
what is next. We need to carry forward God’s Vision to fill the earth with the glory of His 
knowledge as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 
 
 
VISUALS: 
 

• A bouncing ball comes back to you. Jesus left and He is coming again. 
• What does it mean to make a promise? What does it mean to keep your promises? 
• Put a doll in a box for the tomb and then pull the doll out of the box for the resurrection. 
• Think of a big trip you are about to go on? What do you do in preparation for that trip? 
• Perhaps at Christmas time your grandparents are going to come and visit. While they’re 

away they are preparing for the visit. They are making sure everything is ready for your 
joy. 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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MEMORY VERSE:   
 
5 “But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay’” (Matt. 
28:5, 6). 
 
APPLICATION (US/NOW):  
 

• Because Jesus rose from the dead and lives, He will keep all of His present and future 
promises. 

• Be encouraged. You and I need NOT FEAR. Right now Jesus is preparing a place for you 
to be with Him for your joy. 

• “The resurrected Jesus is the one we encounter when we have come and seen 

(experienced the grace of God in our own life) and then go and tell (respond to God’s 
grace with our obedience, our simultaneously joy- and fear-filled answering of the 
commission).”4 

 

1 http://lectionarygreek.blogspot.com/2015/03/easter-rcl-and-nl.html  
2 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1990  
3 https://revgalblogpals.org/2015/03/31/tuesday-lectionary-leanings-come-see-go-tell-matthew-281-10/  
4 https://revgalblogpals.org/2015/03/31/tuesday-lectionary-leanings-come-see-go-tell-matthew-281-10/ 

                                                           


