
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  March 22, 2020 
Series Title: “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD” 
Title: “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD”  

[Responding to the Coronavirus] 
 
Text: Exod. 14:13, 14 
 

 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will 
work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will 
fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 

 
Introduction: 
The passage we’ve just read is so applicable for us today. We are about to start a series of studies 
entitled, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the Salvation of the LORD.” Yet, before we unpack 
Exodus 14, I would like to begin by speaking directly to our collective experience with the 
coronavirus and the social isolation that is taking place. 
 
The primary idea of this passage and so many like it is rather simple. God is knowable and a 
known God stabilizes His people in an unhinged world. Therefore, “13 Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you 
see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be 
silent.” 
 
Theme: 
A known God does two things for us. 
First, it keeps us from anxiety, panic, and hysteria. 
Second, it enables us to serve an unsettled world. 
 
Introduction: 
In the wake of all that is happening, the announcement and action step to postpone all church 
gatherings in the immediate was not unexpected. I remember the "hysteria" of Y2K, but there 
wasn't this social isolation that is currently taking place. This is unprecedented in my life time.  
 
How do we respond in a way that marks us as Christians? 
 
Let me begin with a visual. 
If we cut a piece of fruit in half, we will see that it is composed of three parts: 1) a very thin skin, 
2) a seed of significant size located in the center, and 3) most of the mass of the fruit being 
contained within the flesh. If we were to cut the earth or take a section out of it, we would see 
three parts. Let's start from the inside and work our way out. First, Earth has a core. The core is 
made up of mostly iron and some nickel. The difference is that in the inner core, those minerals 
are solid and in the outer core, they're liquid. This is what creates our magnetic field and it is 
this magnetic field that causes true north. Life on earth would be unsustainable without this 
magnetic field. Second, sitting on top of the outer core, we find the mantle. This layer is by far 
the thickest layer of Earth, about 1,800 miles thick! It also makes up about 85% of Earth's volume. 
The best description of Earth's mantle is it is made up of rock so hot that it flows. The final part 
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is the Crust – the crust is comprised of two parts; Oceanic crust [2/3] and the Continental crust 
[1/3]. You and I live on the 1/3 continental crust. 
 
If I can use that visual, let us see how we can shape our thinking and then respond to what we 
are experiencing both to the pandemic and in economic uncertainty. 
 
Let us begin by noting the core of our planet and of our faith. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Core [without this, it all falls apart] 
 
This is what creates our magnetic field and it is this magnetic field that causes true north. Life 
on earth would be unsustainable without this magnetic field. It keeps “things” in check. It 
normalizes our experiences. 
 
Two things about this core. 
  

A. First, the inner or hard core - God Controls Everything 
 
Whether directly or indirectly, God controls both localized epidemics and global pandemics and 
they serve His purpose. 
 

 5 “For I know that the LORD is great And that our Lord is above all gods. 6 Whatever the LORD pleases, He 
does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of 
the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 8 He smote 
the firstborn of Egypt, Both of man and beast” (Ps. 135:5-8) 

 

1. The plagues of Egypt (Exod. 7-11) 
2. The famine during the days of Joseph, Ruth, Elijah, etc. [i.e. 1 Kings 18:2; 

biblical judgment]  
3. And the providential outworking of life [John 9:1-7; who sinned, his parents or 

him?] 
 

 1 “As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘It was neither that this man sinned, 
nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works 
of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, 
I am the Light of the world.’ 6 When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, 
and applied the clay to his eyes, 7 and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which is translated, 
Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing” (John 9:1-7). 

 
They were assuming something untrue and Jesus corrected their faulty theology. The intent of 
this tragedy was for the works of God to be displayed. That is what we are seeing in Exod. 14; 
Psalm 46:10; and today. 
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All of what you and I are encountering is part of God’s overarching plan. You and I by faith are 
to embrace this thought. We must remember that God is too wise to make a mistake and too 
loving to be unkind. We might not like what we are experiencing, yet it would be foolishness to 
abandon ship and stop trusting God. God is not punishing you. You did not create this virus 
nor the economic downfall we are currently encountering. I cannot fully explain or understand 
this; I am only asked to trust Him. The question is “will I?” 
 
It is going to change for the better – going backward is impossible and moving forward is 
inevitable. 
 

B. Second, the liquid core - There is nothing new under the sun (Eccl. 1:9).  
 

1. Plagues 
 
Plagues and flus have always been a part of our global history. 
 

2. Famines caused by political and natural disasters  
3. The Holocaust and other genocidal atrocities 

 
Since the fall, pandemics have existed. The world is a very repetitive place. Political tyranny and 
natural catastrophe are ever present.  Nothing ever really changes. So, any search for real 
meaning and lasting profit cannot come from under the sun. It will only come from the LORD. 
 
How are we to respond to our current situation and to all situations like this? “Fear not, stand 
firm, and see the salvation of the LORD.” 
 
The second component of our planet is . . . 
 

II. The Mantle [this is the gap between the core and the crust] 
 
The core heats the mantle to a point where rock flows. Galatians shows us what this “flow” looks 
like in and through the church. 
 
Here is where we see Galatians 5:13-6:10 visualized [although extended, let us read the passage 
in its entirety]. 
 
One of our continued desires is to see how the Bible tells a single, unified Story with Jesus at the 
center and how this narrative does affect our horizontal.  
 
Our study of Galatians does matter. Galatians contrasts two gospels. The first is the gospel of 
the flesh and the second is the gospel of the Spirit. The outcome of both are polar opposites. The 
flesh bites and consumes. The Spirit working through faith causes us to love one another. This 
working is very tangible. It is visual, actual, concrete, and felt. We see this clearly from Galatians 
5:13-6:10.  
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Four things were noted so far in our previous studies from Galatians 5:13-6:10. 
 

A. Do not become conceited.  Do not provoke, envy or devour one another (5:13-15, 26) 
 

 13 “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 
"YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take 
care that you are not consumed by one another” (Gal. 5:13-15). 

 
It is very easy when confronted by hardship and uncertainty to pull back. The challenge is 
showing restraint even as we exercise generosity. Do not become party to the consumption of 
one another, but rather serve one another through love.   

 
B. Restore the ensnared and deceived gently and in love (6:1-5) 

 
Help others stay on task. Let us help those overcome by their burden. 
 

C. Support the financial and physical needs of true Gospel teachers (6:6) 
 
The pastors of this church are shepherds not charlatans. We will seek to fulfill our role and 
gifting regardless of the financial outcome. 
 

D. Do not grow weary in doing good, but continue to serve one another in love (6:9-10) 
 

 9 “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, 
while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household 
of the faith” (Gal. 6:9, 10). 

 
The church cannot be a part of the hysteria nor the indifference. We cannot be a part of the mad 
rush to consume and exploitation that takes place during any crisis. We have to be a part of 
those who serve others and the less fortunate. We are a gospel-centric family. 
 
The singular nature and sufficiency of the gospel drives us to serve one another. This action of 
selflessness stands in stark contrast to the self-serving actions of those who would hoard and 
consume. It is timely that we have a very visible platform with current events not to grow weary 
in the doing good toward others.  
 
How are we to respond to our current situation and to all situations like this? “Fear not, stand 
firm, and see the salvation of the LORD.” 
 
This brings us to our final thought, the crust. 
 

III. The Crust [this is where we live] 
 
The crust is where we live, it is what you see. What is to be our mindset in all of our uncertainty?  

 
A. Support the authorities that God has put in play (Rom. 13:1ff).  
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None of what we are called on to do violates biblical principles. No decision anyone makes will 
be met with full acceptance, but work to be a part of the solution and not part of the problem. 
Follow the guidelines and protocol placed before you. 

 
B. Stay as engaged as possible – do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together, 

even if it is through technology. 
 
The church, this church, is not the building, but the family and we will do everything within our 
power to keep us connected. 
 
How might this be done?  
 

1. Take care of your walk with the LORD.1 
 
Consider this to be a providentially provided Sabbatical. God is wanting us to grow in our 
understanding of who He is, what He has done and is doing, and who we are because of this. 
Until we accept God’s purposes in all of this, we will fall victim to our anxieties and fears. 
 
We have significant resources to help guide your reading on our church website. All of this is 
available free to the user. 
 
Get ahead of the curve on this and be proactive.  
 

2. Stay connected to Waukesha Bible Church. 
 
Please read our email communications. Please participate in the services and programming we 
put together. In a challenging time, we need friends and good words more than ever. 
 
The elders and deacons are communicating throughout all of this. Please be reading the emails 
and as you have opportunity send us an email. Stay engaged. 
 
Pray for each other. Look at the directory and read each person’s name and start praying 
through the public list as well as what is stated in the front of the prayer devotionals.  
 
If you find yourself with more time than you know what to do with, come to the church and we 
will give you opportunity to serve either through phone calling or physical attention to our 
facilities. 
 
As the virus and our fear keep us apart, let the gospel and our faith pull us together. 
 
What if each of us reaches out to one other person, either with a simple phone call or [when 
protocol changes] even a hike or a visit, once a week? Then however many weeks this lasts, our 
connectedness is exponentially thicker and stronger. 
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3. Look out for opportunities to share our Hope. 
 
People are afraid. People are sad. Without the gospel, people have no hope. As gospel believing 
people, we have HOPE. Our hope, however, is not in a vaccine or a stock market turnaround or 
a government bailout. We have a hope that does not disappoint, because we know the love of 
God in Christ and we know the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. (Rom 5:5). 
 
We have plenty of gospel rich material that you can send to people or hand out personally. 
 

C. Finally, preparing the horse for the day of battle knowing it is God who brings the 
victory (Prov. 21:31). 

 
Continue to carry out your responsibilities all the while trusting and resting in the LORD. 
 

a. Wash your hands 
b. Cover your mouth when coughing 
c. If sick or showing symptoms, stay home. 
d. If you do go out avoid the most vulnerable. 
e. Do not put yourself at risk; if unavoidable, practice restrained physical 

interaction. Follow defined protocol. 
f. Go to our website and run this study off and review it often. God is at work. 

Do not stop believing this. 
g. Finally, guard your mind. How?  By minimizing how much news you listen to. 

 
Please forgive me for being “Johnny raincloud,” but most of what you hear on the news will 
feed your fear, increase your anxiety, and cause you to act inappropriately. Be informed, but be 
cautious and careful in your responses.    
 
You and I will have one of two responses. We will either respond with fear or we will respond 
with faith. One or the other. This is what we read in Matthew 8:26 when Peter walked on the 
water. Yes, be cautious and guarded, but do not live in fear in this unstable world.  
 
How are we to respond to our current situation and to all situations like this? “Fear not, stand 
firm, and see the salvation of the LORD.” 
 
We are a family of families and will do what we can to continue God’s Mission. If we can help 
in any way during this uncertain season, please contact us. We are here together. 
 

 Jude 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 
His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
Let us pray. 
 

1
 From Pastor David Griffiths of Palmyra, Fellowship Bible Church.  

                                                           


