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The Glory of YHWH 
 

Exodus 34:6–7 (NIV) 
6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 

abounding in  and faithfulness, 7 , and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave 

the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 

 

YHWH’s glory is found in the depth of His character. 

 

I. These characteristics of YHWH are a summary of the Exodus narrative. 

 

 

II. These characteristics are constantly referenced in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

 

A. References to Exodus 34:6-7—Num. 14:17-19; Deut. 4:31, 5:9-10; 2 Sam. 2:5-6; 2 Kings 13:22-23; Is. 63:7; Jer. 32:17-18; 

Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:1-2; Micah 7:18-19; Nahum 1:2-3; Psalm 25:6, 78:38, 86:5-6, 15; 103:7-11; 106:44-45; 108:3-4; 111:4-5; 

112:4; 116:5; 145:6-9; Lam. 3:31-32; Dan. 9:4; Neh. 9:17-19, 30-32; 2 Chro. 30:8-9. 

 

B. The most common references are to YHWH’s being  “gracious and compassionate” and having “loyal love.” 

“These are precisely the character traits of God that compel him to keep his covenant relationship with a faithless people 

who continually violate their covenant with him.”  —Tim Mackie (p.11)1  

 

III. The Exodus passage is only referenced once in the New Testament. 

 

John 1:14-18 (NIV) 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth…16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, 

who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

 

The glory of YHWH is completely found in the person of Jesus.   

                                                 
1 Mackie, Tim. (2020). Character of God Series Notes (p.11). Bible Project. 

Characteristic Narrative 

Compassionate (a tender love, maternal) YHWH seeing Israel enslaved and persecuted. 

Gracious (kind, gracious, merciful) 
YHWH delivers Israel from her enemies.  Moses pleads 

for YHWH “to find grace in your eyes” (33:12,16). 

Patient (Slow to anger/long suffering)  

YHWH is patient in His judgement on Egypt.  He also 

exercises patience with Israel in the wilderness (Ex. 15-

17).  

Abounding in love (Loyal/Covenant Love) 
YHWH’s delivering Israel from Egypt is the ultimate 

display of love. 

Abounding in faithfulness (truth) 

YHWH’s actions are continually fueled by remembers 

His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (32:12-

14).  

Forgiving (wickedness, rebellion and sin) 
In spite of Israel’s rebellion (wilderness and Sinai), 

YHWH is constantly forgiving her. 

Just (Punishment of the guilty) 
YHWH justly punishes the evil of Pharaoh and (spoiler 

alert) will also punish the evil of Israel. 

 


