
 

 

Continued on the other side 

Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths ............................................................................................................... October 4, 2020 

“Jesus, Our Great Mediator” 
Exodus 33:1-34:10 

 

Theme:  In the absence of a mediator, our sin would destroy us. Sin demands mediation. 

 

Introduction: 

The story is a type of the greater anti-type. Moses is a prototype of Jesus. He is the antitype, the 

shadow of which Jesus is the type and the substance. 

 

Let us remember last week’s study in Exodus 32. The current of idolatry carries us to the shores 

of apostasy. Our only hope is a mediator who brings a sacrifice that atones for our transgressions 

thus answering the justice of God and placating the wrath of God. This story is a continuation 

of that story. 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

I. Sin brings Separation (33:1-6) 

 Sin brings death. The Law exposes sin as a transgression. Sin separates us from 

God (Cf. Rom. 8:31-39) and brings condemnation by God (Rom. 8:1-4). 

 

II. Moses brings Mediation (33:7-23) 

 In the absence of a mediator, our sin would destroy us.  
 

Let us note two thoughts about Moses. 
 

A. His unique position 

1. “Face To Face” (33:11) 

2. “His Face Shone” (34:29) 

 

B. His fervent appeal 

1. 1st Appeal (33:12-16) - “Show me your ways” 

2. 2nd Appeal (33:17-23) - “Show me your glory” 

 
III. God brings Revelation (34:5-7) 

 God graciously condescends and reveals Himself to Moses. This revelation 

confirms His promise to the Nation. 
 

Here is what He will do (33:19-23). 

Here is what He does (34:5-7). 
 

In Exodus 3, 6, I told you my name - who I AM  

In Exodus 34:5-7, I show you my glory – what I AM 



 

 

 

IV. Encounter brings Adoration (34:8, 9) 

 Moses humbles himself before God’s revelation.  

 

V. Grace brings Restoration (34:10) 

 God restores the nation to the VASSAL TREATY. 

 

God will once more restore the nation to the VASSAL TREATY. Despite the nation’s failure 

to keep the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY, God will be “merciful and gracious.” 

 

NOW THE GREATER MOSES. 
Jesus is our mediator who intercedes in our behalf thereby securing for us God’s continued 
presence. 

• Like Israel, we are an unfaithful lot [we are idol makers and law breakers], but thankfully 
. . .  

• What Moses does as a shadow or proto-type, Jesus does in substance and antitype. 
• Like Moses, Jesus is the one and only mediator between God and humanity (1 Tim. 2:5, 

6). 
• Like Moses, Jesus carries the glory of God in His “face.” (John 1:14; Matt. 17:2; 2 Pet. 1:16-

18). 
• Like Moses, Jesus intercedes in behalf of His people for their joy (John 3:29; 15:11; 16:20, 

21, 22, 24; 17:13). 
• But unlike Moses, Jesus enables all of God’s people to speak with the Father as Abba 

(Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6) and Jesus speaks to us as friends (John 15:13-15) with a full and free 
access before the Throne of Grace (Heb. 4:14-16) 

Now What? [Shepherding the Sheep] 

1. The story like all biblical stories tells a single Story with Jesus at the center. 
2. We are like Israel. We wish well but perform poorly.  
3. Moses is a picture of Christ. Jesus is the Greater Moses. 
4. We are sinners and need mediation. As a consequence of His Mediation and Intercession 

we become His friends and can approach God as one would a friend. Do you know this? 
Are you resting in this?  

5. Let us not think for one minute that we can in our own effort win in the horizontal or 
gain in the vertical. Our only hope in either is in Jesus, our great mediator. 

 


