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“They Have Made for Themselves gods of Gold” 
Exodus 32:1-14 [32:1-35] 

 

Theme:  The sin of idolatry demands atonement. 

 

EMPHASIS: 

The current of idolatry drifts us to the shores of apostasy. You cannot stop the drift, but you can 

stay the course (Heb. 6:19). The only rescue from our idolatry is a mediator who brings atonement 

(v. 30) whereby propitiating or answering the just sentence of God and placates the wrath of God 

against us (vv. 10, 12). 

 

Outline: 

 

I. The Heart of Humanity (vv. 1-6) 
 

A. They broke the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Words! 
B. They took resources that were to be used for the Tabernacle and made from it an 

idol (vv. 3, 4). 
C. They mingled YHWH with falsehood (vv. 5, 6 [syncretism]). 

  
II. The Nature of Sin (vv. 7-10) 
 

A. It is corrupting (v. 7) 
B. It is sudden (v. 8a) 
C. It is deceptive (vv. 8, 16-18) 
D. It is destructive (vv. 9, 10, 25-29, 35) 

 
III. The Need for Mediation (vv. 11-14) 
  

A. First, he reassures YHWH that He brought them out of Egypt (v. 11), not their 
false gods. 

B. Second, why should we give God’s enemies cause to speak ill of Him? (vv. 12, 25) 
C. Third, he reminds God of the Royal Gift Covenant (v. 13). 

 
IV. The Response of Moses (vv. 15-20) 
 

A. First, the 10 words have been broken so he visually breaks the two tablets of stone 
(vv. 19) 

B. Second, he “forces” the people to own their sin by drinking the powder (v. 20) 
C. Third, he confronts Aaron (vv. 21-24) 
D. Fourth, he destroys the enemy (vv. 25-29). 

 
V. Finally, the prayer of Moses (vv. 30-34) 
 



 

THE POINT – All sin needs mediation, atonement, and propitiation.  
 
Application [NOW WHAT?]: 

 

1. The intrinsic inability of the Law to change the heart of humanity 

2. The intrinsic inability of the human heart to love God with all the heart and the neighbor 

as one’s self 

3. The great tragedy of our own idolatry. It is always and forever before us. 

4. The great need of a Savior. 

 


