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“Rise of the Phoenix” 
Exod. 2-4 

EMPHASIS: YHWH is a covenant keeping God who cares for his people and is committed to his vision and mission. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The historical context reaches back 500 years to the patriarch of this nation, Abraham. YHWH singles out this man 

as the start of the long journey in fulfilling the purposes and plans he has to redeem the race of man and restore 

the relationship that was broken by sin. The covenant YHWH makes with Abraham (a royal gift covenant) promises 

that he will be the patriarch of a great nation that YHWH will use to become a blessing to all the nations. This will 

culminate in the gift of his one and only Son who will fulfill the promise made in Genesis 3:15 as the serpent 

crusher (seed promise) by becoming the sacrificial substitute foreshadowed in Genesis 3:21 (blood picture; cf. 

Gen. 22).  

 

Before we are able to make the long journey to the climax of God's purposes, Abraham is told that this nation he 

will sire will be "sojourners" and "servants" in a land not theirs for 400 years prior to securing their own homeland. 

While this sounds unfortunate, God does promise to bring judgment upon the nation that enslaves them and 

provide great financial benefit for the Hebrew nation as they leave the land of slavery for the land of promised 

blessing (Genesis 15). 

 

OUTLINE: 

I. A LEADER IS BORN AMIDST CHAOS (Ex. 2:1-10) 
 

II. A LEADER FLEES INTO EXILE (Ex. 2:11-22) 
 

a. THE LEADER FLEES FOR HIS LIFE (Ex. 2:11-15) 

b. THE LEADER RESCUES THE GIRL (Ex. 2:16-22) 

c. PURPOSE STATEMENT OF EXODUS (Ex. 2:23-25) 
 

III. A LEADER IS FORGED IN THE WILDERNESS (Ex. 3:1-4:31) 
 

a. THE LEADER ENCOUNTERS YHWH (Ex. 3:1-6) 

b. THE LEADER ENLISTS RELUCTANTLY (Ex. 3:7-4:17) 

c. THE LEADER EMBARKS ON MISSION (Ex. 4:18-25) 

 

SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP: 

1. Trust our covenant keeping God - although he may appear distant, silent, or uncaring, God hears, sees, is 

completely aware of the details of your life, and will come through at just the right time and in exactly the 

right way. The tension we face is that God's ways are so different than ours - we would write the script 

differently and therefore draw conclusions based on our limited vantage point. 

2. Be aware of God's presence - as we saw in this text and will continue to experience throughout Exodus, 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS EVERYTHING! May we ever be aware of his presence. 

3. "Just tell me what to do" - this really is our "default setting" as humans. What was Jesus' response to this 

question? In John's Gospel, Jesus was asked, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" His 

response, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent" (Jn. 6:28-29). This is the 

response of Abraham in Genesis 15:6 when God establishes his covenant with him. It is the response of 

the Hebrew people in our text this morning - they believed (4:31). What accompanies belief? Worship 

(4:31). 

 


