
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  November 15, 2020 
 
Sermon Title: “Sacred Space” 
  
Sermon Series: Exodus 
 
Text:  Gen. 3:9; Exod. 25:8, 9; Psalm 23:6; Matt. 6:9, 10 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2020 
  



 

 

1 

Date: November 15, 2020 

Title: Sacred Space 

Text: Exod. 25:8, 9; Matt. 6:9, 10 

Theme: God has created a space that enables His people to encounter Him. 

 

Introduction: 

Where is your safe place? Where do you find your greatest sense of worth or comfort or 

protection or security? For many of us, it might be our homes either with or without family. But 

for many, the greater sense of deepened relational worth is found in the local church. Why is 

that? This study seeks to show how the local church is a place where heaven and earth come 

together. 

 

It is . . .  

 A refuge from the onslaught. 

 A remembering of what is true. 

 A rekindling of a relationship. 

 A reinforcing of the strong hold. 

 

“A sacred place is first of all a defined place, a space distinguished from other spaces. The rituals 

that a people either practice at a place or direct toward it mark its sacredness and differentiate 

it from other defined spaces. To understand the character of such places, Jonathan Z. Smith has 

suggested the helpful metaphor of sacred space as a "focusing lens." A sacred place focuses 

attention on the forms, objects, and actions in it and reveals them as bearers of religious meaning. 

These symbols describe the fundamental constituents of reality as a religious community 

perceives them, defines a life in accordance with that view, and provides a means of access 

between the human world and divine realities.”1 

 

Outline: 

 

I. The Theological Significance of the Sacred Space [What is this?] 

 

The Garden, the Tabernacle, the Temple, Jesus, and the Local Church are all places where 

Heaven and Earth merge. A specific space where God meets with His people for their joy. 

 
 Matt. 6:9, 10 

9 Pray, then, in this way: “Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

II. The Cosmological Significance of the Sacred Space [the Matrix] 

 

• A four-fold pattern separating God from humanity. 

• The Created World 
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Ps 78:69.  He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like the earth, which he has founded 
forever.  Clearly, this proves in a single verse the connection between the tabernacle and the 
construction of the universe. However, you will also find in Scripture those places where 
Scripture describes the reverse–the universe is God’s macrocosmic temple. 
 

• The Garden In Eden 

• Mt. Sinai 

• Tabernacle / Temple 

 

Exodus 25:8-9.  And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.  Exactly as I show 
you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. 
25:40.  And see that you make them [Mercy Seat, Table, Golden Lampstand] after the pattern for them, 
which is being shown you on the mountain. 
 26:30. Then you shall erect the tabernacle according to the plan for it that you were shown on the mountain. 

 

• The closer you get to God the less people have access 

 

“Separated from the rest of the Israelite encampment, the courtyard was set apart as a holy area; 
only the tabernacle, in which God dwelt, was considered to be more sacred… Just as Moses set 
a boundary around Mount Sinai to prevent the people from coming into the divine presence 
(19:12-13, 21-24), so the courtyard fence prevented them from approaching God inadvertently… 
Without the courtyard buffer zone, it would have been impossible for [Israel] to dwell in safety 
close to the Lord (T.D. Alexander, From Paradise to Promised Land, 197). 
 
So, at the first-level, God’s holiness is seen in the separation between the priests and the 
people.  Next, we come to the tabernacle, itself. At the end of the courtyard was the house of 
God.  In it were two sections—the holy place and the most holy place.  Again, these correspond 
to the pattern on the mountain, and the pattern of access typified in Exodus 24.  When Moses 
met with Israel, the people remained in the camp, the priests came half-way up the mountain, 
and Moses alone entered the cloud (24:1-2).”2   
 

• There is a way of access and approach 

• Something that is very narrow and selective becomes something that is very global, 

universal, all-encompassing and all inclusive. What is seen at the Tree of Life and the 

Holy of Holies gives way to something that shall be global and universal and all-

encompassing and all inclusive. 

 

The significance of this microcosmic-macrocosmic temple is simply that what God does in Israel 
has cosmic significance.  God’s goal is much larger than a singular sanctuary in the Middle East; 
it prepares the way for Christ and the garden-temple that is revealed in Revelation 21-22.”3 
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III. The Typological Significance of this Sacred Space [types and shadows] 

 

There is a notable and determined line running from The Garden in Eden through the entire 

Scripture culminating in the New Heaven and the New Earth. This type or pattern is consistent 

from image to image to image. 

 

G.K. Beale provide the following similarities between the Garden in Eden and the 

Tabernacle/Temple structure. 

 

1. In the later OT the Temple was the place of God’s special presence where he made himself 
known and felt to Israel. That is exactly how his walking with Adam and Eve in the 
Garden is depicted. (Gen. 3:8) 

2. Adam is placed in the garden to “cultivate (abad)” and “keep (samar)” it (Gen 2:15). The 
same two words are translated elsewhere “serve” and “guard”, and when they appear 
together, they are either referring to Israelites serving or obeying God’s word, or more 
usually, to the job of the priest in guarding and keeping the Temple. (Num. 3:7-8; 8:25-26; 
1 Chron. 23:32)  

 
[In the Septuagint, the same Greek word is used in Genesis 2:15 for Adam, and then the priests, 
and then is used by Paul in 1 and 2 Timothy for Pastors/Elders to guard or keep {phulasso} the 
Word, 1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:14]. 
 

3. Elsewhere Adam is portrayed dressed in the clothes of the high priest, functioning as a 
high priest. (Ezek 28:11-19; see Beale, pg. 618 on this for more argumentation.) 

4. The tree of life served as a model for the lampstand, which was clearly shaped as a tree, 
in the Temple. 

5. Israel’s later Temple was made with wood carvings of flowers, palm trees, etc. meant to 
recall Eden’s garden brilliance (1 Kings 6:18, 29, 32, 35); pomegranates were also placed 
at the bottom of the two stone pillars in the Temple. (7:18-20) 

6. The entrance to the Temple was to the east, on a mountain facing Zion (Ex. 15:17), just as 
the end-time temple prophesied in Ezekiel is (40:2, 6; 43:12). Well, turns out the entrance 
to Eden was from the East (Gen. 3:24) and in some places pictured as being on a mountain. 
(Ezek. 28:14, 16) 

7. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the ark of the covenant both were 
accessed or touched only on pain of death. Also, both were sources of wisdom. 

8. Just as a river flowed out of Eden (Gen 2:10), so a river is supposed to flow out of the End-
time Temple (Ezek 47:1-12; Rev. 21:1-2) 

9. Ezekiel 28:13-14 refers the Eden as “the holy mountain of God” which everywhere else in 
the OT is Temple and Tabernacle language.4 

 

“Because of that, I want to give you a biblical roadmap that traces God’s ‘tabernacles,’ I think by 
seeing this line of dwelling places, it will give you greater ground for hope in God.  Let’s see. 
Garden of Eden.  This is God’s first dwelling place on earth. In Genesis 3, it describes God 
walking in the Garden in the cool of the day.  This garden has many features of the later 
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sanctuaries of God—gold, bountiful trees, flowing rivers, priestly guardians, and more.  Thus, 
from the beginning, God sets a pattern for the kind of place he will inhabit with his people. 
Exodus 25-40. On Mount Sinai God gives Moses a vision of his throne room, which becomes the 
pattern for the tabernacle and all future sanctuaries.  Interestingly, as we have seen this 
tabernacle points back to Eden and ahead to a New Eden.  The tabernacle given in Exodus is a 
portable Sinai where God’s people—through the priest—can climb the rungs of Jacob’s ladder 
and come into God’s presence. 
1 Kings 8.  After Israel is settled and resting in the land, 1 Kings records how God gives Solomon 
wisdom to build a temple in Jerusalem.  This temple replaced God’s nomadic tent and became 
a permanent fixture in Israel.  It’s size and beauty surpassed that of the first tabernacle, showing 
that as time goes by, God’s temple increases in glory and beauty. 
Ezekiel 40-47.  During the Exile, after God’s spirit had abandoned the temple, Ezekiel describes 
a future temple that overflows with streams of living water.  This water will cleanse the earth, 
and God’s presence will once again dwell with his people.  Significantly, when Jesus comes, 
John uses imagery from Ezekiel to describe Christ’s cleansing ministry (see John 7:37-39). 
Jesus.  Perhaps most amazing of all, Jesus Christ is described as God’s dwelling place.  He is 
God with us, Immanuel.  John 1:14 says that the Word became flesh and ‘tabernacled’ among 
us.  In truth, Christ is the meeting place between God and man.  In him the fullness of God dwelt 
bodily (Col 2:9), and in him we have access into the very throne room of God (Heb 10:19-
25).  Therefore, we ought to come regularly into his presence with thanksgiving and 
supplication. 
The Church.  Today, God dwells in heaven, but by his Spirit, he also dwells in his church. Paul 
says, “We are the temple of living God” (2 Cor 6:16), and that our bodies are the “temple of the 
Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 6:19).  Likewise, 1 Peter 2:5 describes believers as living stones “being built 
up as a spiritual house.”  In this way, the church is the spiritual house of God (Eph 2:19-22). 
Revelation.  Finally, there is the promise at the end of the age that God will dwell with his 
people on earth.  In fact, Revelation 21 speaks of a New Jerusalem that will come down out of 
heaven adorned as a bride. It says there won’t be a temple, for the lamb will be the temple of 
God.  This is our hope. At the end of the age, all the cosmos will experience the glory of God’s 
holiness, and will be as sacred as innermost chamber of the temple.”5 
 

IV. The Christological Significance of this Sacred Space [the “trigger”] 

 

David Schrock describes the Christological significance in this way: 
 
While the meeting place plays a significant role in the life of Israel, it also helps Christians today 
to understand the kind of relationship that we have with God in and through Jesus Christ.  Let 
us notice three ways that the tabernacle in Exodus foreshadows Christ–the true tent of meeting. 

A. Jesus is the True Tabernacle 
That God instructs Moses to build this tabernacle foreshadows God’s loving desire to meet with 
rebellious humanity.  In this way, the tabernacle is an incredible source of encouragement.  God 
who dwells in heaven, has moved heaven and earth to reach down to us.  When we could not 
get up to him; he climbed down the ladder to get to us. 
John sees this tabernacling impulse of God in Jesus Christ.  John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us… full of grace and truth.”  The word for “dwelt” is literally “tabernacled.”  In Jesus, 
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we have a greater tabernacle, one made without human hands, in which the fullness of God 
dwells bodily (Col 2:9). Likewise, John says that Jesus is full of grace and truth, which also 
references Exodus, for in chapter 34, God “appears” to Moses and describes himself as a God as 
“abounding in steadfast love (grace) and faithfulness (truth).”  
When we read about the tabernacle, we cannot comprehend fully its significance without seeing 
that it is the shadow of the substance of Jesus Christ.  Yet, in the tabernacle, we don’t just have 
a general connection between the tabernacle and Christ, it also gets more specific. 

B. Atonement   
Not only does the tabernacle point us to Christ’s incarnation, it also foreshadows and explains 
his atonement.  We see this in the altar and the mercy seat. 

1. The Bronze Altar.  Standing in the center of the courtyard, the priests could not enter 
the tabernacle without passing this giant altar.  As T.D. Alexander describes it, “this 
altar dominated the area in front of the tabernacle; it was half the width of the 
tabernacle (2.5 metres) and over 4 feet high” (T.D. Alexander, From Paradise to 
Promised Land, 200). It was constantly burning with sacrifices, and as Hebrews picks 
it up, it teaches us how much more valuable Christ’s New Covenant sacrifice was than 
all the sacrifices of the Old Covenant. 

We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the 
camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood (Heb 
13:10-12). 

2. The Mercy Seat.  In addition to the altar that stands outside the tabernacle, there is the 
mercy seat that rests inside God’s inner chamber.  It was here that God dwelled, and 
significantly it was a place where mercy might be found.  Though a series of 
purification rituals were needed for the priest to come into the most holy place once 
a year on the day of atonement, it was nonetheless a place of mercy and grace in time 
of need (cf. Heb 4:14-16). 

Thus, we conclude today with the statement in Hebrews 9:12-14, that depends heavily on 
sacrificial system established in Exodus. 
[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 

means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 

sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much 

more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 

our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.6 

 

V. The Eschatological of this Sacred Space [our future hope and present strength] 

 
 John 4:20, 21 

20 "Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men 

ought to worship." 21 Jesus *said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

 

A. “Revelation 21:16 makes this so clear in the light of Exodus 25-40.  John records that the 
city of God that comes down from heaven is 12,000 stadia (1380 miles) in length, width, 
and height.  It is a perfect cube–just like the holy of holies. 
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So, to understand Revelation 21, we must read it with Exodus 26, and what we see is that at the 
end of the age, the whole earth will be as holy as the holy of holies.  So, the goal of God is not a 
15x15x15 golden box in Israel.  His goal is a perfect, purified world where he dwells with his 
redeemed.  This is what Exodus teaches us.”7 
 

B. Finally, the tabernacle is a royal palace, built with the materials plundered from the 
defeated Egyptians (Exod. 12:35-36; 25:3-7).  In this way, the tabernacle is a memorial to 
the King of Israel’s victory over the king of Egypt.8   

 
“Like the Arc D’Triumph that marked Napoleon’s greatest victory over his enemies, or like the 
way victorious coaches have their names assigned to gymnasiums and stadiums, so the 
tabernacle (later temple) served as a marker for the way the God of Israel defeated the 
surrounding nations. We see this aspect in a handful of ways. 
 

1. First, notice that the materials that are collected are costly, beautiful, and fitting for a 
king. 

 
2. Not only are the materials royal.  The furniture is too.  In the Holy of Holies, sits the 

ark of testimony.  Overlaid with gold, this is God’s throne. Jesus sits enthroned on top 
of the mercy seat resting over the ark of the covenant. Two things are true. 

 
3. Last, the pagan world surrounding Israel gives an interpretive context (by common 

grace) for understanding what the building of a temple signifies.  Jeffrey Niehaus 
makes this point very well in his book, Ancient Near Eastern Themes in Biblical 
Theology. In the Ancient Near East, like with Napoleon’s arch, temples were built at 
the end of military campaigns.”9   

 

Application [Now What?]: 

 

1. The Garden was and is a place for God to meet us for our joy. 

2. Jesus was and is the only way into this place. 

 

Jesus is the gate through the fence. He is the opening through the screen. He is the way through 

the veil. Listen to the language of Revelation 21:22-27. 

 
 Rev. 21:22-27 
22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no need 

of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The 

nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the daytime (for there 

will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the 

nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into 

it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 

Listen to Revelation 22:12-15. 
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 Rev. 22:12-15 
12 Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has 

done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 14 Blessed are those 

who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the 

city. 15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, 

and everyone who loves and practices lying. 

 

Friends, Jesus is the way to God (John 14:6). 

 

3. Our very existence says, “Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Alive.” There is no power that equals or 

surpasses God’s power. His authority is absolute and unchallenged. 

 

4. The “Local Church” is a declaration of future victory and present defiance. 

 

This is our Father’s world. He is its creator and redeemer. He is and will have His way, He is 

reclaiming what is rightfully His through signs and wonders and no one is able to stop Him 

from doing what He designed. 

In staying our course and not giving in we openly say, “We are here, we are open, and we are 

worshippers of our King.” 

 

5. Every local church we plant is a statement against the enemy. 

 

We are an irritant in the enemy’s eye. We are tolerated because they do not know who we are. 

We are a prophecy and a promise. The world of power and consumption and corruption and 

exploitation and victimization will be overthrown, crushed, and banished. 

 

6. Let us tend to our garden. Let us show our defiance at the creeping and encroachment of 

the world and the ever-expanding glory of God. 

 

How can you help; what can you do? 

• First, as you are able, show up and be counted. 

• Second, as you are able, support the financial gifting of this church. 

• Third, as you are able, involve yourself in the various ministry expressions of this church.  

Look at the various ministry opportunities available and see where you might get 

engaged. 

 

“This is the message of Scripture: God who created a cosmic temple in which to dwell, set man 
in Eden in order to expand all over the earth.  Man sinned, and ruined that plan.  But God has 
sent a Second Adam to come and finish what Adam failed to do. 
He has redeemed a people and he is now building a place.  And the question we must ask 
ourselves is this: Is that our story and our hope? Are you a living stone affixed in his temple, or 
are you trying to build your own–a house for your own name?  Are you worshiping the hero of 
God’s epic story who is building his victory memorial, or are you trying to create your own 
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epic?  Rest assured, if you are looking to win the victory for yourself, you will lose out in the 
end. 
Rather than finding joy in our own earthly successes, we must find joy in the promise of 
dwelling forever with the God of heaven.  We must cry with the Psalmist, 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the 
LORD; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow 
a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! (Ps 84) 
May that such longing for God’s dwelling place rule our hearts and govern our hopes!”10 
 

1 https://www.encyclopedia.com/environment/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/sacred-space  
2 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Holy Abode, October 11, 2011 / davidsschrock. 
3 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Typological Model, October 10, 2011 / davidsschrock. 
4 G.K. Beale, New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New, pp. 617-621. 
5 October 31, 2013 / davidsschrock https://davidschrock.com/2011/10/13/sermon-notes-the-tabernacle-as-a-
royal-victory-palace/  
6 https://davidschrock.com/2011/10/12/sermon-notes-the-tabernacle-as-gods-meeting-place/ 
7 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Typological Model, October 10, 2011 / davidsschrock. 
8 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Royal Victory Palace, October 13, 2011 / davidsschrock. 
9 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Royal Victory Palace, October 13, 2011 / davidsschrock 
10 Sermon Notes: The Tabernacle as a Royal Victory Palace, October 13, 2011 / davidsschrock. 
 

                                                           


