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Date: November 1, 2020 

Title:  The Glory of YHWH and the Mediation of Jesus. 

Text:  Exodus 40:34-38 

Theme: The Glory of YHWH is blinding and impenetrable and the Mediation of Jesus is 

thorough, absolute, and sufficient (40:34-38). Without Mediation we will always have 

separation. God’s glory is so blinding and so impenetrable that without mediation, our 

sin would forever block us from ever entering into His presence and blind us from ever 

seeing His appearance. 

 

Introduction: 

Let us connect today’s study with our previous study on the Reformation, “Remember the 

Promise; Reject the Lie.” The Lie believes you can enter into God’s glory without mediation. 

That you can overcome the blinding and the barrier. By believing you can, you undermine the 

very nature and purpose of our Lord Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. The Promise, 

however, says you can only enter into God’s glory through the mediation of someone or 

something else. The promise believes Jesus only is enough in this life and in the life to come. 

 

I think a first word is necessary concerning the Christian Trinity. Jesus openly identifies Himself 

as YHWH. This reference is to the nature or essence of God. Within this Trinity there is an 

economy. This economy is how the Godhead functions internally and externally. In the OT, 

there isn’t an expressly verbalized NT Trinity. But this tri-unity within the Godhead is present. 

In the NT, we have the full exposure of the Tri-unity of God. As an economy, Jesus is both the 

one who brings the sacrifice and the actual sacrifice. This sacrifice is brought to the Father. It is 

done in the power of the Holy Spirit. What we see in our present passage is the unveiled glory 

of YHWH cannot be approached or breached without meditation. The shadow of mediation will 

find its fullest and final expression in the substance that is Jesus. Now, let us consider our present 

passage. 

 

“I’ve never met the Queen of England (and probably never will), but I understand that before 
you meet the Queen, you need to learn some rules of proper etiquette of what to do or not do 
and say in her presence. The basic rule is not to be chummy and overly familiar. Respect and 
proper formality are essential. Even Prince Charles bows to his mother and calls her “ma’am.” 
(sandradodd. com/ideas/etiquette1) In America, we don’t have royalty, so we’re probably a bit 
too chummy on how we might greet our leaders. But the far more important question is, how 
do you enter God’s holy presence? Is He your Good Buddy in the sky? Can you just barge into 
His presence and ask whatever favors you need? Or, is there a right and wrong way to enter the 
presence of the King of kings? The truth is, one day we all will stand in God’s glorious presence, 
either for commendation (“Well done”) or for condemnation (“Depart from Me”). The difference 
will be determined by whether in this life you have come into His holy presence through the 
way that He has provided. The Old Testament tabernacle was designed to teach Israel how to 
enter the presence of the Holy One. It’s been pointed out that the Bible has only two chapters to 
how God created the universe, but it devotes 50 chapters to the tabernacle (Stephen Olford, The 
Tabernacle: Camping with God [Loizeaux Brothers], p. 22). In fact, more space is devoted to the 



 

2 

tabernacle than to any other single subject in Scripture (A. W. Pink, Gleanings in Exodus [Moody 
Press], p. 180)!”1  
 

Listen to what Bob Deffinbaugh has to say about this passage of Scripture: 
 

In these five verses we come to the end of the Book of Exodus. There are several features 
of this paragraph of which we should take note: 
vv. 34, 35 
(1) These verses are the conclusion, the climax, and the “high water mark” of the Book 
of Exodus. The best has truly been saved till last here. The glory of God descending upon 
the tabernacle is the realization of Israel’s highest hopes, of Moses’ most noble and 
impassioned petition. 
(2) The account is very brief. While this paragraph serves as the climax and conclusion 
to the Book of Exodus, we should realize that it is a very brief account. There is a longer, 
more detailed account of the same event in Numbers 9:15-23, but this does not suit Moses’ 
purpose here. There is no effort to embellish the account, in fact the matter is almost 
understated. If any author wished to wax eloquent, this event would have provided the 
material to do so. It is my conviction that the glory of this event is to be viewed as but a 
signal to the glory of the tabernacle, and ultimately the glory associated with the 
sacrificial system which it facilitated. Thus, the Book of Leviticus plays out this glory in 
much fuller detail. 
(3) The descent of God’s glory upon the tabernacle is the fulfillment of God’s previous 
promises to Israel and to Moses: 
So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them 
up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to 
the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite 
and the Jebusite (Exod. 3:8). 
And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be a sign to you that it is I who 
have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God 
at this mountain” (Exod. 3:12). 
And I will meet there [at the altar] with the sons of Israel, and it shall be consecrated by 
My glory. And I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; and I will also consecrate 
Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me. And I will dwell among the sons of Israel 
and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God 
(Exod. 29:43-46; cf. 33:7-11). 
(4) The cloud was a visible manifestation of the glory of the Lord. The cloud, in its 
various appearances, is identified with the presence and the glory of God (cf. 13:21; 14:19, 
24; 16:7, 10). 
(5) The glory of God revealed in the tabernacle was greater than any glory previously 
revealed to Israel. The glory of God in the tabernacle was so awesome that even Moses 
could not enter the tabernacle.144 It should be remembered that Moses apparently had 
seen more of God’s glory than any man alive. He had seen the glory of God in the burning 
bush (Exod. 3). He had seen God’s glory in the plagues and the exodus of Israel. He alone 
had seen the glory of God from inside the cloud atop Mt. Sinai (Exod. 19, 24). At his 
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request, he had seen even more of God’s glory when he was privileged to view the 
“backside of God” (Exod. 33:17–34:9). But the glory of God in the tabernacle was greater 
than that which Moses (or any other Israelite for that matter) could behold. Thus, the 
glory of God which now abides in the presence of the Israelites is the greatest glory 
known to man to this point in time. 
(6) There is both a “sameness” and a “newness” to what happens here. The cloud of 
God’s glory is not new. In verse 34 it is called the cloud, indicating that it is the same 
cloud mentioned previously.  
There is a “newness,” about this appearance of the cloud, which is indicated by three 
facts. The first difference lies in the fact that the cloud, and thus God’s glorious presence, 
is now nearer to the Israelites than ever before. What was once distant (either before or 
behind the nation, or far away, atop Mt. Sinai) is now in the very midst of the camp. The 
second fact is even more significant. The appearance of the glory of God in the tabernacle 
took place after Israel’s great sin (the golden calf), which is reported in chapter 32. Finally, 
the glory of God settled on the tabernacle to abide there, not just as a momentary 
manifestation of God. 
vv. 36-38 
(7) The cloud had a very practical function—that of guiding the Israelites on their way 
to the promised land of Canaan. Verses 34 and 35 describe the phenomenon of the 
descent of the cloud, while verses 36-38 describe the function of the cloud. By this cloud 
God led the Israelites, informing them as to when they should make or break camp, as 
well as leading them in the proper route. While the guiding function of the cloud is not a 
new one, it is an assurance to the Israelites that they will get to the promised land of 
Canaan, for God Himself was going before them.2 

 

“The structure of our text is quite simple and clear-cut. Verses 1-16 are an account of the divine 
instructions given Moses concerning the arranging of the tabernacle and its furnishings, along 
with the anointing of the holy things. Verses 17-33 describe the way in which Moses carefully 
carried out God’s commands in setting up and sanctifying the tabernacle. Verses 34-38 are an 
account of the glory of God descending upon the tabernacle in the form of the cloud. In outline 
form, the structure of our chapter looks like this: 

A. Divine [Education]: Arranging and Anointing—Vss. 1-16. 
B. Moses’ Implementation: Building and Establishing—Vss. 17-33.”3 

 
 Exod. 39:43 And Moses examined all the work and behold, they had done it; just as the LORD had 

commanded, this they had done. So Moses blessed them. 

 

 Exod. 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 

 

 Exod. 40:33 He erected the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the veil for the 

gateway of the court. Thus Moses finished the work. 

 

[between a 6-9 months window] 
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“Under such willing hands, the whole work was completed within an almost incredibly short 

period. On comparing Exodus 19:1, which fixes the arrival of Israel at Mount Sinai as in the third 

month (of the first year), with Exodus 40:2, which informs us that the Tabernacle was ready for 

setting up "on the first day of the first month" (of the second year), we find that an interval of 

nine months had elapsed. From this, however, must be deducted twice forty days, during 

which Moses was on the mount, as well as the days when Israel prepared for the covenant, and 

those when it was ratified and the law given, and also the interval.”4 

 

C. [God’s Presentation] Unequalled and Apart—Vss. 34-38.5 
 

 Exodus 40:34, 35 
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses 

was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 
 

This same kind of imagery is present when King Solomon dedicated the Temple in 1 Kings 8:11: 
2 Chron. 5:14; 7:2. 
 

 1 Kings 8:10-12 
10 It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so 
that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house 
of the LORD. 12 Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud. 

 

 2 Chron. 5:11-14 
11 When the priests came forth from the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified 
themselves, without regard to divisions), 12 and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their 
sons and kinsmen, clothed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps and lyres, standing east of the altar, and with 
them one hundred and twenty priests blowing trumpets 13 in unison when the trumpeters and the singers 
were to make themselves heard with one voice to praise and to glorify the LORD, and when they lifted up 
their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and when they praised the 
LORD saying, "He indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting," then the house, the house of the 
LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of God. 

 

The primary intent of this passage is to show how God’s design for His people is always to dwell 
with them for their joy. His intent here is to give a visual confirmation of His faithfulness to do 
exactly what He said He would.  
 
“Thus, a distinct approval was given to all that had been done. God accepted his house, and 

entered it. The people saw that he had foregone his wrath, and would be content henceforth to 

dwell among them and journey with them. Henceforth, throughout the wanderings, the cloud 

and tabernacle were inseparable. If the cloud was lifted a little off it and moved in front, the 

tabernacle had to follow (ver. 36) - if it settled down on the roof, the people stopped and 

remained until it moved again (ver. 37). The appearance was as of a cloud by day, and as of fire 

by night, so that all could always see where the tabernacle was, and whether it was stationary 

or in motion (ver. 38). After the first descent, it would seem that "the glory" withdrew into the 
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Holy of Holies, so that both Moses and the priests could enter the holy place, and minister there 

(Leviticus 8:10; Leviticus 10:13, etc.).”6 

 
God filling the Temple is the consequence of Him keeping His promise to dwell among the 

people. There is a logical and sequential progression to this divine dwelling. 

1. His presence is seen 
 Ex 24:16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: 

and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

2. The promise is made 
 Ex 25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

 Ex 29:45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 

 Ex 29:46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of the 

land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God. 

3. The promise is withdrawn 
 Exod. 33:3 "Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, because 

you are an obstinate people, and I might destroy you on the way." 

4. The promise is unique 
 Exod. 33:16 "For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? 

Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the 

other people who are upon the face of the earth?" 

5. The promise is reinstated 
 Exod. 34:5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name 

of the LORD.  

 Exod. 34:10 Then God said, "Behold, I am going to make a covenant. Before all your people I will 

perform miracles which have not been produced in all the earth nor among any of the nations; and 

all the people among whom you live will see the working of the LORD, for it is a fearful thing that 

I am going to perform with you. 

6. The promise is fulfilled 
 Ex 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode 

thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 

Now, I would like to tease this out through a series of questions. 
 

I. First, What Is This Glory? 
 

A. The glory of YHWH defined. 
 

 “Defining the glory of God is impossible, I say, because it is more like the word beauty 

than the word basketball.”7 
 

The glory of God isn’t something we assign to Him or exists as a stand-alone attribute or quality. 
His glory is the radiance of His being. That which emanates from Him as a consequence of Him 
being who He is blinds and blocks sinners from His presence. 
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The word used for glory can mean “honor and/or respect.” This is how we give God glory. 
When we recognize Him for who He is and what He does, we are honoring Him, respecting 
Him. 
 

o Joshua 7:19  

And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and 

make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me. 

 

o 1 Chron. 16:28, 29 
28 Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 29 Give 

unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the 

LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 
The unbelieving do not give God this honor, this glory (Rom. 1:21-24). They reject God; thus, 
they do not honor God. The entire fallen system in which we live is an anti-God system. It is a 
faux religion. It is not honoring God, thus, not glorifying Him. 
 
The definition of faux is something that is not real or something that is an imitation. An example 

of faux is a fake designer purse that you can buy on the street corner for $10.00. Fake or artificial. 

Clothing made from faux leather. [www.yourdictionary.com › faux] 

 

“Sales of fake goods (or counterfeit goods) are widespread and virtually any product can be 
faked, causing loss to industry and jeopardizing your safety. 
Examples include: 

 CDs, DVDs, games 
 Clothing and shoes 
 Handbags and sunglasses 
 Watches and jewelry 
 Cameras and camcorders 
 MP3 players such as iPods 
 Perfume and cosmetics 
 Razors and toothpaste 
 Batteries 
 Hair straighteners such as GHD 
 Cigarette lighters 
 Children’s toys 
 Spirit drinks such as vodka, gin and whisky 
 Medicines and condoms 
 And so on… 

These goods are made to look like the real article using protected brand logos and trade marks 
from reputable manufacturers to trick you into buying them. The reason they do this is simply 
to make money. These fake goods are often sold at a low price often less than half you would 
pay for the genuine article. They are not only damaging to the [global] industry and brand 
reputations, but people’s livelihoods are affected by them.”8 
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This entire world system in which Eden exists is Babel. It is not real and it is an imitation of the 
real. They are made to look real, but they are all peddling a different agenda, a different reality, 
and thus a different worldview. The tensions we currently feel in all of our areas are of Babel, 
they are not of Eden. Babel is a place of grating work; Eden is a place of rejuvenating rest. The 
two are not the same. Eden can and does exist inside of Babel, but the two are not the same. We 
do have Christian teachers, politicians, doctors, media, athletes, and actors, but they exist inside 
of Babel. That structure is not Eden. The Church is Eden. 
 
That system is not honoring God nor is it seeking to give Him glory. It is all about them and 
their glory, and their honor. 
 
So, let us continue defining this “glory.” 
 

 Kabowd – [3x in Genesis {31:1; 45:13; 49:6}] 

 

“’Glory’ is one of the most common praise words in scripture. In the Hebrew Bible, the concept 

of glory is expressed with several Hebrew words, including Hod (הוד) and kavod (ָּכבֹוד). Later, 

these original Hebrew Bible concepts for glory were translated in the Christian Testament as the 

Greek word doxa (δόξα). The Hebrew word kavod (Hebrew: ָּכבֹוד) (K-V-D) has meant 

"importance", "weight", "deference", or "heaviness", but primarily kavod means "glory", "respect", 

"honor", and "majesty". In translating the Hebrew Bible, the Greek word used is δόξα, a word 

also appearing extensively in the New Testament which was originally written in Greek. Doxa 

means "judgment, opinion," and by extension, "good reputation, honor".”9 

 

The idea of honoring or respecting first occurs in Genesis 31:1. 

 
 Ge 31:1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; 

and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. 

 

 Ge 45:13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall 

haste and bring down my father hither. 

 

The next occurrence of the word Kabowd is Exodus 16:7. A sibling is kabad. It means, “To be 

heavy, i.e. in a bad sense (burdensome, severe, dull) or in a good sense (numerous, rich, 

honorable; causatively, to make weighty (in the same two senses).” What I’ve done for this study 

is look at the occurrences of the statement, “The glory of the LORD.” 

 

Biblical Theologian Robert L. Reymond notes, “The Hebrew word translated by our English 

word ‘glory’ comes from the verb root meaning ‘to be heavy.’ Apparently, in the Hebrew mind 

a person’s importance was thought of in terms of ‘weightiness.’ The Greek word translated 

‘glory’ is from the verb root meaning ‘to think,’ referring to the opinion a person holds about 

himself or to what others think about him, that is, his reputation. In the Bible, both terms refer 

basically to the importance of a person.”10 
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B. The glory of YHWH is something “seen.” It is very visual, tangible, and concrete.  

 
a. Ex 16:7 And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your 

murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us? 

b. Ex 16:10 And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of 

Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared 

in the cloud. 

c. Exod. 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; 

and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked 

violently. 

d. Exod. 20:21 So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where 

God was. 

e. Ex 24:16, 17 
16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and 

the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 And the sight of the 

glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children 

of Israel. 

f. Ex 40:34, 35 
34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the 

cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

g. Ps. 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

 

Biblical Theologian Wayne Grudem defines this glory in the following way: 

“God’s glory means the bright light that surrounds God’s presence. We may define it as 

follows: God’s glory is the created brightness that surrounds God’s revelation of himself.”11 

He continues, “This glory is the visible manifestation of the excellence of God’s character.”12 

 

 Theologically, the statement “the glory of the LORD” and “the glory of God” are 

synonymous. 

 

 The glory of YHWH is part of His “apartness” and transcendency. The glory of God is 

what separates the Creator from the creature. 

 
Leopold Sabourin notes how, “God is invisible, but his glory manifests itself in theophanies, 
usually associated with storms, fire, and earthquake (see Hab. 3:1-19; Psalm 18:7-15). Such 
resplendent events both reveal God’s presence and reflect his transcendence, concealing him as 
it were.”13 
 

C. The glory of YHWH is the intent and end of all creation 

 

The glory of the LORD covering the earth is His end game. What God began in the Garden shall 

not end until He reaches complete saturation. 
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Example – a picture of water being poured into a much smaller glass. Just keeps coming, fills, 

and overflows the boundaries. 

 
 Nu 14:21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 

 

 Isa 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full 

of his glory. {one...: Heb. this cried to this} {the whole...: Heb. his glory is the fulness of the whole earth} 

 

 Isa. 11:9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge 

of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 

 

 Isa 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the 

LORD hath spoken it. 

 

 Isa 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. 

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 

{lift...: or, put him to flight} 

 

 Psalm 72: 19 And blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. 

Amen, and Amen. 

 

 Ps 96:7 Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 

 

 Ps 96:8 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts. Ps 

102:15 So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. 

 

 Ps 104:31 The glory of the LORD shall endure forever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works.  

 

 Psalm 98: 2 The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of 

the nations. 3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the 

ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

 Hab. 2:14 "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover 

the sea. 

 

 Haggai 2:7 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this 

house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 
 

 Zechariah 14: 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, 

and His name the only one. 

 

 Rev. 21:22-24 
22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no 

need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 

 

What is happening in Exodus 40:35 shall happen globally. 
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D. The glory of YHWH is not the cloud. They have overlap, but are distinct.  
 

 Ex 14:24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians 

through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 

 

 Ex 33:9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood 

at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 

 
The cloud was presence, but shielded and veiled God from fallen humanity. 
 

1. The cloud 

a. The cloud guided and guarded the nation. 

b. The cloud represented God’s presence. 

2. The glory  

a. The glory was the presence of God 

b. Humanity cannot bear the “weight” of God’s unveiled glory 

 

In Exodus 34:6, 7, we have a listing of God’s attributes. The attributes or descriptions of God’s 

nature or being are catalogued into two broad categories. The first are His incommunicable 

attributes. These are descriptive of His transcendency, His apartness. The second category are 

His communicable attributes. These are descriptive of His imminence, His nearness. Another 

way of saying this is the greatness of God, His apartness. And the goodness of God, His 

nearness. His goodness is how he relates to us. The listing in Exodus 34:6, 7 falls in the category 

of His goodness. Perhaps we could say his goodness is what makes Him “approachable.” But it 

is the magnitude of both His goodness and His greatness that makes Him transcendent and 

unapproachable. It is the totality of God that makes Him holy or apart. And it is the magnitude 

of His being that keeps us from Him. 

 

In the Old Testament, the glory appeared as a cloud, smoke or fire. This visible power is also 
known as Shekinah glory, which is the Hebrew name given to the presence of God dwelling on 
the earth. 
 

E. The glory of YHWH is a blinding light. 

 

v.34 - “The cloud rested on the tent outside; the ‘glory of God,’—some ineffably brilliant 

appearance—entered inside, and ‘filled’ the entire dwelling. It pleased God thus to manifest His 

intention of making good His promise to go with the people in person (Exodus 33:17).”14 

 

I was imaging this glory like a beautiful sunrise, but a beautiful sunrise is not threatening, it isn’t 

intolerable. The glory of God is like a welder’s spark. It is so intense that you cannot look at it 

without harming your eyesight. 
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The Imalent MS18 is the #1 brightest flashlight in the world, with a blinding 100,000 lumen 

output. Brighter than other handheld flashlights available anywhere on the planet. With the 

incredible output, you can light up a whole baseball field. 

 

Thus, can a flashlight blind you? In a word–No. A flashlight, even a state of the art, 

sophisticated insanely high powered and bright flashlight won’t blind you. It will dazzle 

you, stress your retina a bit, and temporarily wash out your usable field of view. But your 

eyes–since they’re so important to your survival in general, are adaptable, and reset quickly. 

A moment or so of blinking, and you’ll be fine. 
 

God’s brilliance is so intense as to reflexively cause one to recoil. 
 

This is similar to the Mt. of Transfiguration in Matthew 17. 
 

 Matt. 17:1-8 
1 Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led them up on a high 

mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and 

His garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with 

Him. 4 Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, 

one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well-pleased; listen to Him!’ 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were 

terrified. 7 And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, ‘Get up, and do not be afraid.’ 8 And lifting 

up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 

 

John says they beheld his glory (John 1:14; 2 Pt. 1:16-18). 

 

F. The glory of YHWH is an impenetrable barrier. 

  

The glory isn’t only brilliant like a super charged meg light, but presence. His glory forms an 

impenetrable barrier that separates Himself from all things created and sinful. 

 

Reymond continues, “God’s glory is simply the inescapable ‘weight’ of the sheer intrinsic 

Godness of God, inherent in the attributes essential to him as the Deity.”15 

 

“Unless you have superpowers or have super connections to some of the world’s most powerful 
individuals (even then that’s still not a guarantee), there’s no way you’re getting in any of these 
places. Here are 19 [we’ve only listed 2] of the most heavily guarded facilities in the world: 
  
1. Vatican Secret Archives 
Only qualified clergy and academics are allowed inside the Vatican Secret Archives. Even those 
granted entry inside the facility cannot view items without advanced approval. The skeptics 
have various theories behind the secrecy, including: the cavern hiding gospels that contradict 
the Bible, it housing the earliest known collection of pornography, and holding plans to control 
the world.  
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2. Fort Knox 
Fort Knox is home to the US Bullion Depository where it not only stores thousands of tons of 
gold, but is also said to house important historical documents such as the Magna Carta and the 
Declaration of Independence. Its impenetrable layers of protection include: solid granite wall 
perimeter, squadrons of machine-gun wielding guards and armed military, and a 22-ton vault 
blast door held shut by a lock so intricate that it requires a 10-person team to unlock.”16 
 

II. Second, What Is Our Response to This Glory? 

 

v. 35 

“The glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. In light and fire the Shechinah made itself visible: 

God is Light; our God is a consuming Fire. Yet so dazzling was the light, and so dreadful the 

fire, that Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, till the splendor was 

abated. But what Moses could not do, our Lord Jesus has done, whom God caused to draw near; 

and who has invited us to come boldly, even to the mercy-seat.”17 

 

Because of who God is, no one can enter into this manifestation. Listen to the wording of 

Scripture describing those who have encountered God. 

 

 Moses (Exod. 3:5; 34:8; 40:35) 

 Israel (Exod. 19:16, 23, 24; 33:5). 
o 19:16 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and 

lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all 

the people who were in the camp trembled.  

o 19:23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for You warned us, 

saying, 'Set bounds about the mountain and consecrate it.'" 24 Then the LORD said to him, "Go 

down and come up again, you and Aaron with you; but do not let the priests and the people break 

through to come up to the LORD, or He will break forth upon them." 

o 33:5 For the LORD had said to Moses, "Say to the sons of Israel, 'You are an obstinate people; should 

I go up in your midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now therefore, put off your ornaments 

from you, that I may know what I shall do with you.'" 

 
Leviticus 16:2 

and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, 

before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.  

 

1 Kings 8:11  

so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of 

the LORD.  

 

2 Chronicles 5:13, 14 
13 and it was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving 

to the LORD), and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise 

to the LORD, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,” the house, the house of the LORD, was filled 
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with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled 

the house of God.  

 
2 Chronicles 7:2 

And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD’s house.  

 

 Gideon (Judges 6:22, 23) 

 Manoah (Samson’s Father Judges 13:22) 

 Solomon (1 Kings 8:11) 

 Isaiah (Isaiah 6:5) 

 Ezekiel 44:4 Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, 

and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face. 

 Shepherds (Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.) 

 Peter (Luke 5:8, 9) 

 John (Rev. 1:17) 

 Heaven (Rev. 15:8) 

 

This blinding brilliance and impenetrable barrier reflectively cause us to recoil in fear and awe. 

Who God is separates Him from who we are. 

 

Now, let us note a progression in the storyline. Exodus 40 ends with Moses unable to enter into 

the Tent of Meeting. Leviticus 1:1 begins with the LORD speaking to Moses from the tent of 

Meeting. But the Book of Numbers 1:1 begins with the LORD speaking to Moses in the tent of 

Meeting. What happened? 

 

The Book of Leviticus happened! The Book of Leviticus with all of its binding rules and 

regulations, its Edenic tabernacle, its mediating priesthood, its atoning sacrifices, and its 

celebrating feast days all speak to one thing - mediation.  

 

III. Third, How Do We Enter Into This Glory? 

 

“(v. 35) Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation—How does this 

circumstance show the incapacity of man, in his present state, to look upon the unveiled 

perfections of the Godhead! Moses could not endure the unclouded effulgence, nor the 

sublimest of the prophets (Isa 6:5). But what neither Moses nor the most eminent of God's 

messengers to the ancient church through the weakness of nature could endure, we can all now 

do by an exercise of faith; looking unto Jesus, who reflected with chastened radiance the 

brightness of the Father's glory; and who, having as the Forerunner for us, entered within the 

veil, has invited us to come boldly to the mercy seat. While Moses was compelled, through the 

influence of overwhelming awe, to stand aloof and could not enter the tabernacle, Christ entered 

into the holy place not made with hands; nay, He is Himself the true tabernacle, filled with the 



 

14 

glory of God, ever with the grace and truth which the Shekinah typified. What great reason we 

have to thank God for Jesus Christ, who, while He Himself was the brightness of the Father's 

glory, yet exhibited that glory in so mild and attractive a manner, as to allure us to draw near 

with confidence and love into the Divine Presence!”18 

 
 Gal. 3:19, 20 

19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 

whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 20 Now a mediator 

is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

 

 1Ti 2:5  

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

 

 Heb 8:6  

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better 

covenant, which was established upon better promises.  

 

 Heb 9:15  

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of 

the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 

eternal inheritance. 

 

 Heb 12:24  

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things 

than that of Abel.  

 

In the absence of MEDIATION, we are and will be eternally separated from God’s glory. Do you 

hear what I am saying? Unless and until you accept God’s means of mediation between you and 

Him, you and I will NEVER enter into His presence for your joy. Without mediation we could 

not and cannot approach God. 

 

In the presence of His glory, no one can exist. Now, the storyline of scripture is truly captivating. 

We begin in a Garden where Adam and Eve have unhindered access to the Father and we end 

in Revelation where God dwells among His people without mediation. Why?  Because the 

person and work are so thorough that sin has fully and finally been abolished. Because of Jesus, 

His people can now into the full glory of God. This is seen in Revelation 4, 5, 21, and 22. 

 

What gets the believer from Genesis 3 to Revelation 22? This isn’t a newsflash, but the mediation 

between Genesis 3 and Revelation 21:3, 22 is JESUS.  

 

When Deacon Stephen was killed for believing in Jesus as Messiah, God granted him a vision of 

heaven. Here is what he saw. 

 
 Ac 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
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 Ro 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 

 Ro 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God. 

 

Listen to how the Revelation describes this glory. 

 
 Rev. 15:8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man 

was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. 

 

 Rev. 21:11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper 

stone, clear as crystal; 

 

 Rev. 21:23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did 

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

 

God’s end game is His glory covering the earth as the waters cover the sea for the joy of all 

nations! And the means to that end is Jesus. BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!  

 

Application (Now What?) 

 

The following application points 1 and 2 were written by Stephen J. Cole:19 

 

1.  God’s way into His presence was through the tabernacle, which pictures Jesus Christ. 

 

In Exodus 25:8-9, God commanded Moses, “Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may 
dwell among them. According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle 
and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.” Thus, by God’s command, the 
tabernacle was to be His dwelling place among Israel. When you get to the New Testament, you 
read (John 1:14), “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” The word “dwelt” is literally, 
“tabernacled.” Just as God’s glory was revealed in the Old Testament tabernacle, so He revealed 
His glory in our tabernacle, the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter, James, and John saw that glory revealed 
on the mountain when Jesus was transfigured before them, with Moses and Elijah present (Matt. 
17:1-13). 
 
Thus, God’s way into His presence was through the tabernacle, which pictures Jesus Christ, the 
true tabernacle. But, also, 
 
2.  God’s way into His presence was through the consecrated priests, now fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. 

 
All Israelites could enter the courtyard of the tabernacle to bring sacrifices to the altar, but that’s 
as far as they could go. There were no guided tours to show people what the inside of the 
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tabernacle looked like! Only the priests could go inside the holy place and only the high priest 
could enter the holy of holies once a year on the Day of Atonement. He could only enter after 
offering a sacrifice for his own sins and then taking the atoning blood there for the sins of the 
people. 
 
But when Jesus died, the way into God’s presence was opened through His death. Now every 
believer in Christ is a priest with access, not only to the holy place, but even into the holy of 
holies, into God’s holy presence (Heb. 4:14-16; Eph. 2:18; 1 Pet. 2:9)! But just as the Old Testament 
priests had to be anointed and cleansed before they entered the tabernacle (Exod. 40:12-15, 31-
32), so we can only enter God’s holy presence when we are yielded to the Holy Spirit and 
cleansed by confessing all of our sins (1 John 1:9). 
 
3. This presence is also pastoral and protective as He guides and guards His people. Friends, 

in Jesus, we can rest before the Father because of His finished work. Amen and Amen. 
 
Have you been blinded by the glory of God? Have you been barred by the glory of God? Then 
come to Jesus. Come to church, read your Bible, engage God’s people, give and serve as you are 
able and learn to enter into His joy. 
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