
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 4, 2020 

Title:  Jesus, Our Great Mediator 

Text:  Exodus 33:1-34:10 

Theme: In the absence of a mediator, our sin would destroy us. Sin demands mediation. 

 

Introduction: 

Have you ever faced a problem you could not solve or a challenge you could not meet? The 

older I get, my physical decline and inability makes the need for help even more pronounced 

and common. I have no problem calling younger men to help me in physically demanding 

situations. Well, those who come to help function as a sort of mediator. They stand between me 

and my problem and help resolve the conflict. That is what Moses does for Israel and Jesus does 

for the Nations. 

 

Let us remember last week’s study in Exodus 32. The current of idolatry carries us to the shores 

of apostasy. Our only hope is a mediator who brings a sacrifice that atones for our transgressions 

thus answering the justice of God and placating the wrath of God. This story is a continuation 

of that story. 

 

Israel violated God’s law thus reaping God’s wrath. Moses mediates and God reinstitutes the 

law. 

 

The story is a type of the greater anti-type. Moses is a prototype of Jesus. He is the antitype, the 

shadow of which Jesus is the type, and the substance. 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

“Where Chapter 32 was about Israel breaking the covenant with God, Chapters 33–34 are about 
God remaking the covenant with Israel. One of the concerns in Chapter 32 was Israel’s ability to 
have a tangible form of God to be present with them, and one of the concerns in Chapters 33–34 
is the threat that God might not go with them in their journey to the Promised Land.”1 
 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

I. Sin brings Separation (33:1-6) 

 Sin brings death. The Law exposes sin as a transgression. Sin separates us from 

God (Cf. Rom. 8:31-39) and brings condemnation by God (Rom. 8:1-4). 

 
Exodus 32:15-19 
15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, 

tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16 The tablets were the 

work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the noise 



 

of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not 

the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 And 

as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw 

the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 

 

Israel’s idolatry with the golden calf (32) was a desire to have a physical, visible, “present” god. 
Unfortunately, they were confused and they went about it in a wrong way. It is similar to the 
sin of King Saul when he offered sacrifice prior to the arrival of the prophet Samuel in 1 Samuel 
15. As a consequence of this what they desired would ultimately be lost. 
 
Remember from Exodus 32, the nature of sin is disastrous 
 
The inherent demerit of the broken Law is death and damnation. There is no happy ending 
to sin.  
 

1. It is Corrupting (32:7) 
2. It is Sudden (32:8a) 
3. It is Deceptive (32:8, 16-18) 
4. It is Punishable (32:9, 10, 25-29, 35) 

 
A disastrous [ra = evil] word. Israel has broken the VASSAL TREATY and will now have a form 
without power (2 Tim. 3:5). God says He will not go among the people for their good. If He did, 
they would die. The people repent (vv. 4-6). 
 

II. Moses brings Mediation (33:7-23) 

 In the absence of a mediator, our sin would destroy us.  
 

In the absence of the formal TABERNACLE we have this editorial comment about an informal 

“tent of meeting” that will become the formal TABERNACLE. 

 

Let us note two thoughts about Moses. 
 

A. His unique position 
 

1. “Face To Face” (33:11) 
 

There are several biblical characters who are described in exceptional ways. 

 Enoch walked with God (Gen. 5:24). 

 Elijah was taken by God (2 Kings 2:11; Heb. 11:5). 

 Noah, Daniel, and Job are described as exceptionally righteous (Ezekiel 14:14, 20) and 

now we have Moses. 
 

2.  “His Face Shone” (34:29) 
 

The apostle Paul brings this up in 2 Corinthians 3 as something that is fading, yet foreshadowing 

something even more glorious. 



 

 

Unlike anyone else, Moses spoke to God face to face like one would with a friend.  This is not 

normal nor is it to be expected in the Old Testament context. 

 

B. His fervent appeal 

 

The persistence of Moses’ request is in proportion to the magnitude of what is at stake. The 

covenant relationship itself is in jeopardy and, accordingly, Moses seems to be begging for its 

renewal. 

 

Because the people broke the VASSAL TREATY, God was about to end that part of His 

relationship with them. He would remain faithful to the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT, but He was 

finished with the VASSAL TREATY and the stiff-necked people. 

 

Two thoughts concerning his appeal. 
 

1. 1st Appeal (33:12-16) - “Show me your ways” (v. 13) 

 

“Cause me to know” is “show me, reveal to me, teach or inform me.” Moses wanted to know 
more of God’s dealings with people, especially after all that has happened in the preceding 
chapter.”2 
 
What made Israel unique among the nations? What makes us unique among the nations?  If you 
do not go with us, then I’ve not found favor and this nation is not special among the nations. 
 

2. 2nd Appeal (33:17-23) - “Show me your glory” (v. 18) 

 
Moses makes his final appeal. He wants to know God will do what He said. His request, “Show 
me your glory.” 
 
Moses wanted God’s absolute and unwavering commitment to restore the treaty and stay 
with the nation. Moses was all in. Listen carefully to me. If Moses is “normal,” then anyone 
could / should do what Moses did. Yet the “average” Israelite “ran” from God, not to God 
(20:18-21; 34:30). But Moses isn’t an example for me, but a type of Christ. Like Moses so also 
Jesus. Jesus is the mediator who intercedes for his people and through His death comes our 
life. 
 
God has, for us, answered this prayer in Jesus. We see the fullness of God in the person and 
work of Jesus. If you want to know God more intimately, then study the Word and do His work. 
 
Although God spoke with Moses “face to face” (v. 11), no one could see God’s “face” and live 
(v. 22). The weight of his ‘face’ is too much for mortal man. 
 



 

Moses knows that the only basis for rebuilding the broken covenant relationship between God 

and people rests on who God is. The people’s hope does not rest on who the people are or what 

the people do. Without God, the Israelites are no better than the Egyptians (Exodus 33:4-6; see 

Exodus 12:35-36).3 

 

III. God brings Revelation (34:5-7) 

 God graciously condescends and reveals Himself to Moses. 

 

Here is what He will do (33:19-23). 

Here is what He does (34:5-7). 

 

In Exodus 3:1-6; 6:1-9, I told you my name - who I AM  

In Exodus 34:5-7, I show you my glory – what I AM 

 

Let us pause for a moment and consider the attributes of God. 

 

First, the attributes have an objective existence.  We do not give God these attributes. They are 

inherent within the very makeup of who God is and what it means to be God.  “Without these 

qualities God would not be what he is God.”4  

 

The attributes are inseparable from the being or essence of God.  To speak of God is to speak of 

His attributes and their expression through His activity. 

   

Second, the attributes exist in the divine essence.  We speak of the simplicity of God in that He 

cannot be cut up or compartmentalized.  Many wish to argue as to a fundamental attribute but 

such discussion is of little value.   

 

The attributes of God are not independent or individual ingredients in His makeup.  God is 

always and fully all that He is.  He is never anything less than what He is in each and every 

moment.   

 

Third, the attributes manifest the divine essence.  The essence of God is revealed and knowable 

only through the attributes.  If we are to know God, it will be through His attributes.  There is 

no knowledge of God apart from His attributes.  “The attributes of God tell what he is and who 

he is.”5 

 

Fourth, the attributes are qualities of the entire Godhead.  The tri-unity of God affirms there is 

one God manifested in three persons.  The nature of God is indivisible although distinctly 

expressed in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  When 

discussing the attributes of God, what is true of the Father is equally true of the Son and the 

Holy Spirit.6 

 



 

Fifth, the attributes are permanent qualities.  They cannot be gained or lost.  They are intrinsic 

to His existence.    

 

Sixth, “God is more than the sum total of His perfections (attributes).”7  In seeking to understand 

who God is through a study of His attributes, it is important to keep in mind that God is more 

than the sum total of His attributes.   

 

Thus, the study of His attributes allow us to get a peek at God, but it is only a peek!  Consider 

the words of Moses in Exodus 33:17-23, especially verse 23.   

 

Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen. 

(Exod. 33:23) 

 

In studying the attributes of God, all we are seeing are God’s “back parts.”  Behold, your God! 

 

“The text of Exodus 34:6-7 stands as one of the most evocative of the entire Old Testament.  The 
words and images of this text have inspired numerous parallels and countless echoes in the texts 
of ancient Israel.  In fact, parallels exist in all three of the major divisions of the Old Testament 
[the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings].  These parallels show that it was one of the most 
generative texts for the ancient community.”8 
 
Ex 33:20-23; 1Ki 19:11 Nu 14:17-19; Isa 12:4 Ex 3:13-16 De 5:10; 2Ch 30:9; Ne 9:17; Ps 86:5; 103:8-
13; 111:4; 112:4  Ps 116:5; 145:8; Joe 2:13; Jon 4:2; Ro 2:4  
Ps 31:19; Mic 7:18; Ro 2:4; 5:20,21; Eph 1:7,8  
Ps 57:10; 91:4; 108:4; 111:8; 138:2; 146:6; La 3:23; Mic 7:20; Joh 1:17 
 
God reveals Himself to Moses. Let us consider Moses’ response. 
 
IV. Encounter brings Adoration (34:8, 9) 

 Moses humbles himself before God’s revelation of Himself.  

 

Moses responds with worship (34:8, 9). The word “quickly” in 34:8 is the same word 

“quickly” in 32:8. All of our self-importance and personal arrogance will one day be stripped 

away in the hot and cleansing moment of revelation. You cannot do this. No amount of self-

effacing activity or speech can accomplish this. Only God can and only Jesus will. 

 

Moses acknowledges the sinfulness of the people and the need for God’s pardoning power. The 

word “pardon” in 34:9 occurs first in the Bible here and is used only here in Exodus. It is used 

in Leviticus for the atoning efficacy of the sacrifice and the resulting “forgiveness.” Not only 

does sin demand mediation, but also atonement. 

 

V. Grace brings Restoration (34:10) 

 God restores the nation to the VASSAL TREATY. 



 

 

Listen to the hope filled, faith inflaming language of verse 10.  
 

God will once more restore the nation to the VASSAL TREATY. Despite the nation’s failure 

to keep the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY, God will be “merciful and gracious.” Notice 

33:19 and 34:6, 7. This is who He is and what He does. 
 

NOW THE GREATER MOSES. 
Jesus is our mediator who intercedes in our behalf thereby securing for us God’s continued 
presence. 

 Like Israel, we are an unfaithful lot [we are idol makers and law breakers], but thankfully 
. . .  

 What Moses does as a shadow or proto-type, Jesus does in substance and antitype. 

 Like Moses, Jesus is the one and only mediator between God and humanity (1 Tim. 2:5, 
6). 

 Like Moses, Jesus carries the glory of God in His “face.” (John 1:14; Matt. 17:2; 2 Pet. 1:16-
18). 

 Like Moses, Jesus intercedes in behalf of His people for their joy (John 3:29; 15:11; 16:20, 
21, 22, 24; 17:13). 

 But unlike Moses, Jesus enables all of God’s people to speak with the Father as Abba 
(Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6) and Jesus speaks to us as friends (John 15:13-15) with a full and free 
access before the Throne of Grace (Heb. 4:14-16) 

Now What? [Shepherding the Sheep] 

1. The story like all biblical stories tells a single Story with Jesus at the center. 
2. We are like Israel. We wish well but perform poorly.  
3. Moses is a picture of Christ. Jesus is the Greater Moses. 
4. We are sinners and need mediation. As a consequence of His Mediation and Intercession 

we become His friends and can approach God as one would a friend. Do you know this? 
Are you resting in this?  

5. Let us not think for one minute that we can in our own effort win in the horizontal or 
gain in the vertical. Our only hope in either is in Jesus, our great mediator. 

1 https://blog.spu.edu/lectio/a-merciful-and-gracious-god/  
2 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+33 
3 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3445   

4 G.R. Lewis, “God, Attributes of,” Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1984), 
451. 

5 William Ames, The Marrow of Theology. Translated from the Third Latin edition, 1629 (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Books, 1968), 85. 

6 Cf. Roots, an Extended Introduction. 
7 Ryrie, Basic Theology, 35. 

8 Nathan C. Lane, The Compassionate But Punishing God: A Canonical Analysis of Exodus 34:6-7, p.1. He concludes his 
study with this observation: “The major thesis of this work is that the canonical locations of the parallels [to 
Exodus 34:6-7] move from an emphasis on YHWH and ancient Israel’s covenant relationship toward highlighting 
YHWH’s reign over the entire cosmos.” (p. 143). 

                                                           


