
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  Sept 27, 2020 

Title:  They have made for themselves gods of gold (v. 31) 

Text:  Exodus 32:1-14 

Theme: The sin of idolatry demands mediation. 

 

EMPHASIS: 

The current of idolatry drifts us to the shores of apostasy. You cannot stop the drift, but you can 

stay the course (Heb. 6:19). The only rescue from our idolatry is a mediator who brings 

atonement (v. 30) whereby propitiating or answering the just sentence of God and placates the 

wrath of God against us (vv. 10, 12). 

 
 Heb. 6:17-20  

17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of 

His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before 

us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters 

within the veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever 

according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

There are four truths about idolatry. 

 First, you need ownership. 

 Second, you need mediation. 

 Third, you need atonement. 

 Finally, you need propitiation. 

 

Introduction: 

 
“A few weeks ago our nation corporately shared the grief of the explosion of the space shuttle, 
Challenger. It was the worst disaster in the history of America’s space program. This tragedy 
stunned people around the world. It also precipitated an intense investigation to determine the 
cause of the accident. NASA and the American public wanted to know how such a disaster could 
have happened with so much scientific expertise, so many safety checks, and so much dedicated 
talent involved. Initially, the focus of the investigation was physical and mechanical. The ocean 
bottom was searched and pieces of wreckage are still being brought to the surface and carefully 
scrutinized. From pictures of the launch, attention quickly turned to the seals which were used 
between the sections of the rocket’s main fuel tank. 
As time has on, however, the investigation has turned more and more to the human factor. Why 
did the warnings from top scientists and engineers about the dangers of a cold weather launch 
go unheeded? What was it that kept this troubled launch from being shut down? How much 
part did politics and economic considerations play? In the final analysis I believe that it will be 
concluded that while there were mechanical problems, it was human failure that was a major 
contributing factor to this disaster. 
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The investigation of the space shuttle tragedy will undoubtedly have some very positive results. 
Not only will potential or actual mechanical problems be identified and corrected, but the 
human errors which led to the tragedy will be identified as well. In the long run, the 
investigation resulting from this disaster may save many lives and enhance man’s conquest of 
space. Exodus 32-34 is God’s report on a disaster of even greater proportions. Like the launch of 
the Challenger, it all began with great excitement and expectation. Like the Challenger tragedy, 
it ended with horror at the loss of life and with wonder at how such a disaster could have 
happened in the first place. It was not the failure of a seal, but that of a covenant which our 
passage describes. And while the covenant had its weaknesses, it was ultimately human failure 
that was to blame.”1  
 

“With Moses on top of the mountain for forty days and forty nights to receive the inscribed 

tablets of the Ten Commandments and the instructions for the building of the Tabernacle, the 

Israelites get restless. They confront Aaron, who has been left in charge, and demand that he—

presumably in his role as priest—make them a god “who shall go before us, for that man Moses, 

who brought us from the land of Egypt—we do not know what has happened to him” (Exod 

32:1). They are feeling the loss of leadership; having previously accepted that Moses would 

intercede with God for them, they are now rudderless, stranded in the desert. Thus, their request 

is specifically for a god who will lead them—that had been Moses’s job, but he is nowhere to be 

seen.”2 

 

“We must remember that many of the stores in the Bible, if not most, are not only about what is 

taking place on the level of plot. They interact with a wide frame of ancient contemporary 

referents, some of which—as in this case—we can identify because we know them from 

elsewhere.”3 

 

“Chapters 32-34 separate the plans for the tabernacle from the report of its construction. There 

is a very important reason for this, as we shall soon see. It is vitally important to remember that 

some of the events of chapters 25-31 are happening simultaneously with some of those in 

chapters 32-34. That is, while God and Moses are discussing the construction of the tabernacle, 

the Israelites and Aaron are making preparations for the construction of the golden idol.”4 

 

Structure: 

 

“Apostasy is therefore the wrong term for what takes place in Exodus 32. It is, rather, 

disobedience of the first law regarding the proper worship of Yahweh. This is precisely how 

God describes their actions: “They have been quick to turn aside from the way that I enjoined 

upon them” (32:8). That “way” is the Covenant Code, the laws on the basis of which God and 

Israel made a solemn covenant, sworn in blood. The sign of that covenant, the symbol that 

would stand before both God and the people to mark their mutually agreed terms (i.e., the laws), 

is the tablets of the Ten Commandments. And thus, Moses’s famous destruction of those very 

tablets, despite having been inscribed by the finger of God, is a perfectly appropriate response 
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to the people’s sin. They have broken the terms of the treaty—only mere moments after having 

agreed to it—and thus the tablets he carries are worthless, and might as well be broken 

themselves.”5 

 

“Before descending the mountain, Moses has a conversation with God that is of great theological 

importance. God, seeing the people’s calf, declares his intention to destroy the “stiff-necked” 

Israelites entirely and make a new nation from Moses. This declaration reveals something of the 

relationship God envisions between himself and his people: God is not beholden to the Israelites 

by virtue of any history between them, but only because they have a contract, the covenant; and 

if the Israelites aren’t going to hold up their end of the deal, then God may as well not have 

taken them out of Egypt.”6 

 

Notice the background of or text (32:1, 2). 

 
 Exodus 32:1 

1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 

themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, 

the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 

 

Moses delayed (v. 1). 

 

His absence of 40 days was used for the people’s request. They used this as an excuse for their 

request.  

 

I. The Heart of Humanity (vv. 1-6) 
 

 Exodus 32:2-6 
2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and 
brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool 
and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, 
“Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings 
and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 

 
A. They broke the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Words! 

1. They worshipped another god. 
2. They made an idol. 
3. They took His name in vain. 

 
Most commentators see this as a violation of the first two commandments. But I believe it is 
equally a violation of the third, of taking His name in vain. It is the same idea when we violate 
the Sabbath. When we do this, we are taking His name in vain. 
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B. They took resources that were to be used for the Tabernacle and made from it an idol 
(vv. 3, 4). 

 
Notice how we take what is YHWH’s and squander it on the gods of our own making. How do 
we break this stronghold? By regularly and consistently giving to the ministry of this church. 
We never tell you how much, but we do encourage you to give. Because giving does break the 
stronghold that the shadow has on us.  
 

C. They mingled YHWH with falsehood (vv. 5, 6 [syncretism]). 
  

1. They talk about feast days. 
2. They talk about burnt and peace offerings. 

 
“In order to understand the gods of ancient Egypt, one must understand syncretism. This is the 
Egyptian practice of linking, or combining different deities into the body or identity of a single 
entity (often, but not always with a composite form), which became more and more common 
with the passage of time. There are few aspects of ancient Egyptian religion that are more 
complicated or more confusing then syncretism, and yet, more important to the understanding 
of ancient Egyptian religion.”7 
 
What they did appears shocking, yet it shouldn’t. They just came out of Egypt where they were 
taught Egyptian theology for generations. Not all who came out of Egypt had Egypt come out 

of them. 
 

 2 Timothy 4:9-11 
9 Make every effort to come to me soon; 10 for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me 

and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service. 

 
Apostasy or idolatry is an ever-present threat. The white noise of sin is pervasive and persistent. 
We must stay in Story or we will fall into idolatry.  
 
THE POINT - God calls us to singularly follow him without comingling with the gods of this 
world or confusion of priority.  
 
II. The Nature of Sin (vv. 7-10) 

 
 7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, 

have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They 
have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen 
this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn 
hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 

 

A. It is corrupting (v. 7) 
 

 It is the same word in Genesis 6:11, 12 when God saw the corruption of humanity. 
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 It is the same word translated “destroyed” in Genesis 6:17; 9:11, 15 when God destroyed 
the earth and for the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 13:10). 

 In Exodus 8:24 the plague of flies corrupted the land. 
 
You see sin is corrupting. Sin causes us to become something we were never designed to become. 
Sin corrupts us, it destroys us. What was true then is equally true now. 
 

B. It is sudden (v. 8a) 
 

 Moses has been up on the mount for 40 days.  

 This parallels the movement in Galatia where Paul says, “1:6 I am amazed that you are 
so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel.” 

 The word for “quickly” comes from the same idea of “to be liquid or to flow easily.” 
 
Have you ever ended up somewhere that you never intended to be? The older you get the more 
common this becomes. You see, sin is insidious. It comes in with stealth. It creeps along until, 
“BAM!” It has us. As we will see, their sin will expose them to the judgment and wrath of God. 
 

C. It is deceptive (vv. 8, 16-18) 
 

How did they go from the plagues, Passover, the parting of the red sea and His continued 

provision in their journey to Mt. Sinai to attributing all of this to a lifeless idol? 

 

This is the deceptive power of sin. Do not think that you are better than this. Your failure isn’t 

defensible, but the gospel is indispensable. 

 

They attribute God’s activity to that of the idol. Sounds like the blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. Everything you have and enjoy comes from the hand of God. We must not confuse 

human ingenuity with divine sovereignty. Do not be deceived. 
 
If sin did not somehow resonate within us, it would not be a temptation. Sin always paints a 
better picture of what reality might look like. Sin always makes promises it cannot fulfill.  Sin 
always scratches temporary wants without ever satisfying long-term needs. 
 

D. It is destructive (vv. 9, 10, 25-29, 35) 
 

 Exodus 32:9, 10 
9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I 
may make a great nation of you.” 

 
Stiff-necked people ([impudent; hard - 32:9; 33:3, 5; 34:9). God is willing to wipe the slate clean 
and begin again with Moses [as He had with Abraham]. 
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No matter whether you are a believer or an unbeliever, sin always has an intrinsic demerit that 
will crush you and all of this sits under the full watch care and administration of God. 
 
THE POINT – Sin always scratches temporary wants without ever satisfying long-term needs. 
Let us remember that sin will always take you further than you wish to go, keep you longer than 
you wish to stay, and cost you more than you wish to pay. This is the intrinsic demerit of sin. 
 
III. The Mediation of Moses (vv. 11-14) 
  

 Exodus 32:11-14 
11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your 
people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster 
against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your 
own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And the LORD relented 
from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people. 

 

The passage says, “Moses implored YHWY his God.” The word “implore” is made up of two 
words. The first, “To be rubbed or worn” and the second, “Before the face of.” Moses was all in. 
Moses, with passion and persistency, pleads with God to spare these people. Moses is God’s 
appointed mediator. This in shadow form is our JESUS. 
 
Moses argues three points. 
 

A. First, he reassures YHWH that He brought them out of Egypt (v. 11), not their false gods. 
 

B. Second, why should we give God’s enemies cause to speak ill of Him? (vv. 12, 25) 
 
It is interesting to note how not everyone who came out of Egypt was following Moses (v. 25). 
 

C. Third, he reminds God of the Royal Gift Covenant (v. 13). 
 
If the appeal is to the VASSAL TREATY, then the nation is doomed. 
 
The world in which we live is watching how we live. This is a non-negotiable. We cannot relent 
in our message and in our mission. The greater good is always gospel proclamation.  
 
In response to his intercession, God relents (v. 14). The relenting is to withhold the intrinsic 
demerit of the sin. He gives them mercy and grace. He withholds judgment and extends life. 
 
THE POINT – JESUS is our perfect intercessor. The father’s wrath against us is propitiated and 
stayed by the intercessory work of our JESUS.   
 
Moses came down (v. 15). 
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IV. The Response of Moses (vv. 15-20) 
 

A. First, the 10 words have been broken so he visually breaks the two tablets of stone  
(vv. 19) 

 
B. Second, he “forces” the people to own their sin by drinking the powder (v. 20) 

 
This is the first recorded instance of a “decaf” drink. 
 
I am not surprised by my sin. I am hurt, but not surprised. What does surprise me is my 
unwillingness to own my sin.  
 

C. Third, he confronts Aaron (vv. 21-24) 
 
The response by Aaron is completely whack. It makes no sense. 
 

D. Fourth, he destroys the enemy (vv. 25-29). 
 
Moses sees the people out of control [NASB], naked [KJV], and broken loose [ESV]. 
 

1. The action of the Levites (vv. 25-29) 
 
Levi is a son of Jacob. Moses is a son of Levi, thus his brother Aaron as well. The sons of Levi 
rise up to the challenge and kill their brothers and companions and neighbors if they were in 
violation of this Law.  They killed with the sword 3,000 fellow Israelites. The impact is visual 
and stark.  
 
Remember, here 3,000 die. On the day of Pentecost, 3,000 are given. 
 

2. The plague by God (v. 35) 
 
This word occurs only 6 times in Exodus. Elsewhere it is translated “to smite, hurt, or strike.” 
 
THE POINT – The sin and wrong we often do may long be kept from human view, but count 
on this as always true, one day it will catch up with you. 
 
The next day (v. 30). 
 
V. Finally, the prayer of Moses (vv. 30-34) 
 
Their great sin exposes them to the wrath of God. An atonement must be made or all will be 
lost.  
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The ministry and prayer of intercession offered by Moses will be expanded on during our next 
study. Moses, as a shadow, intercedes for the sins of the people and God “forgives” them. 
 
THE POINT – All sin needs atonement.  
 
We will expand on this next week, but the sin of idolatry demands a four-fold response. 

 First, you need ownership. 

 Second, you need mediation. You are unable to fix this problem. 

 Third, you need atonement. Your sin must be covered or all is lost. 

 Finally, you need propitiation. Idolatry excites the wrath of God against it. 

 
Application: 

 

1. The intrinsic inability of the Law to change the heart of humanity 

2. The intrinsic inability of the human heart to love God with all the heart and the neighbor 

as one’s self 

3. The great tragedy of our own idolatry. It is always and forever before us. 

4. The great need of a Savior. 

5. Finally, where sin abounded, grace did much more abound! 

 

“How could something like this possibly have happened? I was hoping that my study of this 

text would uncover some scarcely recognized secret, which would unveil the failure of Israel, 

and would prove to be the key to our own spirituality. The simple fact is, there is no such hidden 

truth. And that, I believe, is one of the most significant truths which we learn from this text.”8 

 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/25-rejection-god-and-revelation-man-exodus-321-14  
2 https://divinity.yale.edu/sites/default/files/exodus-8-golden-calf_0.pdf  
3 https://divinity.yale.edu/sites/default/files/exodus-8-golden-calf_0.pdf  
4 https://bible.org/seriespage/25-rejection-god-and-revelation-man-exodus-321-14  
5 https://divinity.yale.edu/sites/default/files/exodus-8-golden-calf_0.pdf 
6 https://divinity.yale.edu/sites/default/files/exodus-8-golden-calf_0.pdf 
7 http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/sync.htm  
8 https://bible.org/seriespage/25-rejection-god-and-revelation-man-exodus-321-14 

                                                           


