
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: September 20, 2020 

Title: Let Them Make Me A Sanctuary 

Text:  Exodus 25:1-9 

Theme: God’s desire and design are for us to dwell with Him for our joy. God wants to 

be with you for your joy. 

 

Introduction: 

Let me begin by defining what the Bible means by joy. This joy is the sense of complete 

contentment, a saturating and rejuvenating rest. It is a joy that no longer feels the tug of necessity 

or requirement or responsibility or failure or stress. It is that sense of being away from what is 

normal and something clicks and you finally feel free if but for a fleeting moment. This freedom 

is that joy. God’s desire and design are for us to dwell with Him for our joy. God wants to be 

with you for your joy. 

 

EMPHASIS: 

God’s desire and design are for us to dwell with Him for our joy. God wants to be with you 

for your joy.  

 

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? 

If you could meet anyone in the world, either past or present, who would you name? 

 

As to a place, I would want to be where my kids and grandkids are. As to a famous person? 

Many of us might name war heroes or popular athletes or soaring intellects or perhaps a 

deceased relative. I have never been caught up by any popular or dominate person. Let us say 

for the sake of this discussion that I would like to meet our current president. So, I attend a rally. 

But that isn’t really meeting him. Let us say I get to be in a room with him and hear him address 

me as a part of a group. And let us say he shakes our hands and extends a personal greeting to 

us. And although I can say I met the president, that isn’t really what I’m talking about. But let 

us say he invites me into his home and takes me on a vacation with him and he begins to watch 

over me and care for all of my various needs. Now, we are getting closer to what I mean when 

I say, “Who would you like to meet?” 

 

For many of us we would name the place where God dwells. 

In our passage for study, the place is the Tabernacle and the person is YHWH. 

 

The most famous buildings in the world. 

 15. The Great Pyramid of Giza – Egypt 
 14. Sagrada Família — Barcelona, Spain 
 13. Parthenon — Athens, Greece 
 12. Colosseum — Rome, Italy 
 11. Space Needle — Seattle, Washington, U.S. 
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 10. Leaning Tower of Pisa — Pisa, Italy 
 9. CN Tower — Toronto, Cananda 
 8. Burj Al Arab — Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 7. One World Trade Center — Manhattan, New York, U.S. 
 6. Sydney Opera House — Sydney, Australia 
 5. The Louvre — Paris, France 
 4. Empire State Building — New York City, U.S. 
 3. Taj Mahal — Agra, India 
 2. Big Ben — London, England 
 1. Eiffel Tower — Paris, France 

Well, of all the buildings or structure ever built, the most important building is this building, 

the Tabernacle, and it isn’t because it surpasses all other buildings in beauty, but rather because 

of what it does and whose “lives” there.  

 
 2 Chronicles 2:5, 6 

5 The house which I am about to build will be great, for greater is our God than all the gods. 6 But who is 

able to build a house for Him, for the heavens and the highest heavens cannot contain Him? So who am I, 

that I should build a house for Him, except to burn incense before Him? 

 

This is the oxymoron of the infinite and immeasurable God localizing Himself. This God will 

localize himself in a singular place. But, this is that story. 

 

“The purpose of the Tabernacle 

First purpose 

Yahweh, in His Written Torah (law), gives a three-fold purpose for the Tabernacle: (1) to 
reveal Himself; (2) to reveal man’s condition apart from God; and (3) to reveal the means by 
which man may be reconciled to God.[2]  The purpose is realized in the themes of Scripture 
involving three specific subjects: God, Man and Redemption.[3]   All three of these themes 
come together in the Tabernacle.  The picture of the Tabernacle in Yeshua (Jesus) brings 
together the three themes of Scripture in one person: God the Son who became 
a Man, to redeem man and fulfill the promise of God to all the redeemed.    
Second Purpose  
The second purpose of the tabernacle was to teach and train Israel.  God used the form of 
picture to demonstrate his holiness and reveal the only way that He can be approached by 
sinful people which was through a prescribed worship and sacrificial system.”1   

 

The importance of the chapters in Exodus which deal with the tabernacle has been stated well 

by Witsius: “God created the whole world in six days, but he used forty to instruct Moses about 

the tabernacle. Little over one chapter was needed to describe the structure of the world, but six 

were used for the tabernacle.”2  
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Main Point:   

At Mt. Sinai, God expands on the SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE in giving what we call 

THE LAW. The design of this Covenant is to guide the nation in expressing their love for God 

and for one another. The nation is incapable of keeping the Law perfectly, thus God establishes 

blood sacrifices to atone for a broken Law. These sacrifices are brought to the TABERNACLE.  

 

THE LAW 
The Preamble (19 [10 Words]) 
The Body (20-23 [The Details]) 
The Ratification (24 [We will do]) 

 

Understanding the BIG PICTURE: 

The Law called people to love God and as a consequence of this love for God, they would love 

one another. The Law shows them they can do neither. Intrinsic to this failure is recovery 

through blood sacrifice at God’s appoint place. 

 

The Law was not God’s means of their salvation [justification]. It was His means of governing 

His people, the Jews. It showed them how they were to exercise themselves in their relationship 

to God and then to one another. 

 

For a nation of unholy failures, the Law is a gracious expression of a gracious God who seeks to 

empower and enable them in their pursuit of Him. The Law provides “rules and regulations” 

that show the Nation what loving God and loving one another looks like. Their inability is met 

by Blood through the Sacrificial System. For without the shedding of blood there can be no 

remission of sin (Lev. 17:11). This system is a daily activity at the TABERNACLE to remind them 

of God’s desire to restore them to His joy.  

 

BIG PICTURE 
 

God has taken His people from Egypt (Exod. 1:1-15:21), then through the Wilderness (Exod. 

15:22-18:1ff), and now they have arrived at Mt. Sinai (Exod. 19-Levi. 40). It is while at Mt. Sinai 

that God Teaches His People about the Seed Promise and Blood Picture through four shadows. 

Each of these shadows reveal Jesus. The shadow points to the substance that is JESUS. As each 

shadow is examined always be asking yourself, “How do I see Jesus in this?” 

 

1-15a  Their Exodus from Egypt 

15b-18  Their Journey through the Wilderness 

19-40  Their Instruction at Mt. Sinai 

 19 The Preamble of the Law 

 20-23 The Law 

 24 Their affirmation of the Law 

 25 The Tabernacle 
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“The climax of the book, and the thing that gets the most space is the tabernacle - the detailed 
instructions and then the account of the actual construction. The tabernacle occupies 40% of the 
book of Exodus - 16 out of 40 chapters. But not only did Moses spend a lot of time talking about 
the tabernacle, he designed the book to be a literary tabernacle. Just like the Book of Exodus is 
organized into three sections, geographically designed as Israel journeys from Egypt through 
the wilderness to Mt. Sinai, so the Tabernacle is organized into three sections through which 
you may journey: the courtyard, the holy place, and the holy of holies.”3 
 

“For instance, in the courtyard there is the altar for offerings and the bronze basin for washings. 

These correspond to the fire of the burning bush or the plague of the fire from heaven and the 

crossing of the red sea. Moving one section in to the most holy place you have a lampstand that 

provides the only light in the dark tent just like God’s glory cloud provides light to the Israelites. 

You also have the table of with bread on it just like God provides bread from heaven. And lastly, 

in the holy of holies you have God’s glory cloud resting on the mountain as well as inside the 

holy of holies. You also have the ark that includes bread just like the meal that the elders ate as 

well as the tablets containing God’s Word just like God gives the law at Mt. Sinai.”4 

 

STRUCTURE of the Lesson 

 

In today’s study, we will focus on four points concerning the TABERNACLE. 

 

 Exodus 25:8, 9 
8 Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all 

that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its 

furniture, just so you shall construct it. 

 

 Exodus 29:38, 42, 45, 46 
38 Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two one year old lambs each day, 

continuously. . . 42 It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at 

the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to 

speak to you there. . . 45 I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 46They 

shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, 

that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God. 
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I. The Place (25:8 “sanctuary” / 29:42 “The tent of Meeting”) 

 

The meaning of “sanctuary” is “place.” It is simply referring to the structure. The idea is that 

there is a place, a space where God dwells. As we will note, this place is Eden. The sanctuary is 

the place where God is encountered. This particular Hebrew word occurs only twice in Exodus. 

Here and in Exodus 15:17. 

 

God began by creating a place in order to meet with His people. That place continued in the 

building of the TABERNACLE and then the TEMPLE. It culminated in JESUS and continues in 

His church. Jesus said in John 14 that when He left he would prepare a place. Revelation 21 tells 

us of this place. A place where the earth is covered with a knowledge of His glory as the waters 

cover the sea. A place where God is no longer localized in the TEMPLE, but is tangibly present 

in the totality of His being everywhere with everyone at the same time. There has been and 

continues to be a place where God is dwelling. 

 

Different words also occur to describe this place. The NASB translates them with “tent of 

meeting.” This idea occurs 33 times in Exodus alone. Notice just their occurrence in Exodus 40:2, 

6, 7, 12, 22, 24, 26, 29, 30, 32, 34, 35. 

 

 Slides comparing Genesis Creation to Exodus Tabernacle. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This leads us to our second point. 

 

 See further John 14:1-7 
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II. The Presence (25:8 “dwell” / 29:42 “I will meet with you”) 

 

This is the big idea of the Bible and therefore of the Tabernacle. God’s desire and design are for 

us to dwell with Him for our joy. God wants to be with you for your joy. 
 

 Genesis 3:8 
 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden.  
 

 John 14:2b, 3 
2b I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
 

 Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 

He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. 
 

Notice the occurrence of the word “dwell” [shakan] in Exodus. 

 Exodus 24:16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six 

days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

 Exodus 25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

 Exodus 29:45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 

 Exodus 29:46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of 

the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God. 

 Exodus 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud 

abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 

It is of interest to note how up until the moment, the language of God dwelling with His people 

doesn’t occur. God does “appear” [ra’ah; Gen. 12:7; 17:1; 18:1; 26:2, 24; 48:3; Exod. 3:2], but He 

isn’t dwelling among them for their joy. This is His intent, design, and direction, but that 

“dwelling” occurs as a consequence of Jesus. 

 

Let us now note how the Tabernacle teases this idea out and expands on our language. 

 

Another word “to meet” [ya’ad] occurs also in the passage. It is translated “betroth” in Exodus 

21:8, 9. Otherwise it is translated “to meet” [25:22; 29:42, 43; 30:6, 36] 

 

Another significant word in this description is TABERNACLE. 

“The word mishcan signifies literally the dwelling or habitation; and this was so called because 

it was the dwelling place of God; and the only place on the earth in which he made himself 

manifest.”5 It occurs in 55 verses in Exodus. Its first occurrence in the Bible and in Exodus is 

right here in 25:9. 



 

 

 

7 

 

“A residence (including a shepherd's hut, the lair of animals, figuratively, the grave; also the 

Temple); specifically, the Tabernacle (properly, its wooden walls):--dwelleth, dwelling (place), 

habitation, tabernacle, tent.”6 

 

Listen to how the Book of Exodus finishes in Exodus 40:33-38. 

 33 He erected the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the veil for the 

gateway of the court. Thus Moses finished the work. 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of 

meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent 

of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
36 Throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the 

sons of Israel would set out; 37 but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until 

the day when it was taken up. 38 For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the LORD was 

on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel. 

 

God’s objective in creating the Garden of Eden was to meet with His people for their joy and 

His glory. That same “theme” carries forward through the Bible to the New Testament local 

Church and culminates when His glory covers the earth as the waters cover the sea and there is 

no longer any need for a physical structure for God will be everywhere. 

 

This walks us into our next point. 

 

i. See further the booklets on the Garden of Eden and the study on Revelation 21, 22 

ii. God dwelling with His people for their joy tracks throughout the Scripture. 

 

III. The Purpose (Acts 7:44). 

 
Acts 7:44 
Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make 
it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 

 

 The intent of all shadow is to point to the substance that is JESUS. 

 

The word “witness” in Acts 7:44 comes from the same family of words for “martyr.”  
 
What Was God's Purpose for the Tabernacle and the Temple? 
As he nears the end of his sermon before the Sanhedrin, Stephen tightens his focus on the 
Tabernacle and the Temple. He was accused of speaking against the Temple, but as a believer 
in the Lord Jesus, Stephen knows the true purpose for the Tabernacle and the Temple.7 
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 Exodus 29:38-46 
38 Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two one year old lambs each day, 

continuously. 39 The one lamb you shall offer in the morning and the other lamb you shall 

offer at twilight; 40 and there shall be one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-

fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering with one 

lamb. 41 The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it the same grain 

offering and the same drink offering as in the morning, for a soothing aroma, an offering 

by fire to the LORD. 42 It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations 

at the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to 

speak to you there. 43 I will meet there with the sons of Israel, and it shall be consecrated 

by My glory. 44 I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also consecrate 

Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me. 45 I will dwell among the sons of Israel 

and will be their God. 46 They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought 

them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their 

God. 

 

Now, let us consider how the Tabernacle fulfills its purpose of being a witness. 

 

IV. The Pattern (25:9, 40 [occurs twice in Exodus]; see also Numbers 8:4) 

 

 See Hebrews 8:1-5 
1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy 

places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed 

to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to 

offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who 

offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. 

For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that 

you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 

 

The word in Hebrews 8:5 is tupos or type. 

 

The earthly Tabernacle/Temple is only a shadow of the heavenly. 

 

A. First, let us note the shadow in the approach. 
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There is a natural and intended progression from the bronze altar to the Ark of the Covenant 

and everything in-between. We begin with the altar and we end in His presence. We go from 

our justification through our 

sanctification ending in our 

glorification. 

 

B. Second, let us note the furniture in 

the Tabernacle.  

 

Now let us consider the furniture 

within the Tabernacle compound. 

 

The Tabernacle reminded them of 

God’s redemptive purpose to restore 

them to Garden Joy.  It is apparent 

from the following chart that each 

element of the furniture and the order 

of the furniture points to Jesus and our 

relationship to God. 

 

The Tabernacle faces the East. It is the 

same direction as the Garden of Eden. 

To enter the Tabernacle from the East 

is the reversing of the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve left from the East. The people now return 

from the East. 

 

The tabernacle proper is 15’Wx45’L. The outer court takes up more space than this, but our focus 

is primarily on the tabernacle proper. 

 

The structure of the Tabernacle was intended to remind the people of the Garden of Eden. The 

Garden is the place of God where He meets His people for their joy. 

 

Jesus is this place where we encounter God. He is for us the fulfillment of the Tabernacle 

shadow. It is in Jesus that we encounter God. 

 
 John 1:45 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
 

 Luke 24:44 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 
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 John 3:9 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 
of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 

 

1. Jesus is the true tabernacle (John 1:14; 2:19, 21; 2 Cor. 6:16). 
2. Jesus’ body is the curtain ripped in two that brings us to the holy presence of God (Heb. 

10:19-20; Matt. 27:51). 
3. Jesus is the great high priest over the house of God (Heb. 10:21, 22). 
4. Jesus is the full and final sacrifice (John 1:29; Heb. 10:10, 12, 14). 
5. If you do not know Jesus, know this: He desires and designed you to be with Him for 

your joy. 
6. If you know Him, then know He is with you for your joy. 

 

The word Abide in John’s literature: Meno occurs in several New Testament books. The apostle 

John uses the word more than anyone else. It occurs in 94 places in the New Testament, with 34 

of those occurrences in the Gospel of John. John uses the word 18 more times in 1 John. More 

than half of the occurrences in the New Testament are in John’s two writings.  

 

Listen to the language of 1 John 4:11-16. 
 

 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him.  

 

God is with us and is now in us and one day He will be fully present in the totality of His being 

in a way we have never yet experienced. 

 

APPLICATION 
 

• Luke 4:18, 19 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of 

the Lord's favor.” 
 

1. The only way for His people to know His joy is in His presence. 

2. Have you come to Jesus for your joy from sin and death? 

3. The Christian life is completely dependent on the person and work of Jesus as the Lamb 

of God, the remover of sin’s stain, the bread of life, the light of the world, the intercessor, 

and the very presence of God. There is no one beside Him and there is nothing beyond 

Him.  
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