
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 30, 2020 
Title:  “If you will, [then] you shall be” 
Text: Exodus 19:1-8 
Theme: What Israel failed to do in keeping the Law, Jesus did. Today, His people enjoy all the 

benefits of the Law because of His perfect obedience to the Law. 
 
Introduction: 
 

Within our passage there is a focal point. This focal point is the primary idea within the picture. 

In many ways verses 3-6 are the weight bearing wall in the house called LAW. In the absence of 

this weight bearing wall, the structure will fail. 

 

Why Law? 

 The Lord of the Flies 

“Lord of the Flies is a 1954 novel by Nobel Prize-winning British author William Golding. 

The book focuses on a group of British boys stranded on an uninhabited island and their 

disastrous attempt to govern themselves.” 

 Current riots in major cities – Kenosha [100,000] 

 

In the absence of the Law, we have chaos. The issue isn’t is there Law, but whose law will 

govern? Chaos will create a form of law. 

 

“Law is fundamental to any society. Even the most primitive tribes made rules or laws 
to govern the actions of their members. 
 
Law is meant to protect the rights and property of individuals. Man is naturally selfish, 
more protective of his own property than that of others, hence the need for law. Men 
cannot successfully live in groups without some rule of conduct, thus we have moral 
laws, laws of etiquette, civil laws and criminal laws. 
 
No kingdom could long exist without laws. God could not have a kingdom without 
law, and after choosing His people the next logical step was to provide them with laws. 
The result was the Mosaic law. We will trace briefly the history of the Jewish people, the 
children of Israel, and the law which governed their lives.”1 

 

“The English word law is a traditional yet inaccurate rendering of the key Hebrew word Torah. 

Because this term is so central to the entire discussion at hand, it will help us to clarify how this 

Hebrew word actually works in the Bible. The word Torah appears once in Genesis in the sense 

of instructions from God that Abraham followed. It can refer to instructions from one human to 

another (Ps. 78:1). But as something from God, the word Torah throughout the Pentateuch and 

the rest of the Old Testament designates a standard of conduct for God’s people pertaining to 

ceremonial matters of formal worship, as well as statutes for civil and social conduct. The 

biblical notion of Torah conveys the sense of “divinely authoritative instruction.”2 



 

 

Torah = instruction, thus, the entire PENTATEUCH is instruction. This instruction comes 

through story and rules, feast days and heavy visuals. 

 

The Covenant Given - Why the Covenant - Israel At Mount Sinai (19:1-25) 
 

 Why it was given 

 What about the 10 

 What about the rest of them and their relationship to Deuteronomy 

 The laws are liberating in their context. 

 

For a nation of unholy failures, the Law is a gracious expression of a gracious God who seeks to 

empower and enable them in their pursuit of Him. The Law provides “rules and regulations” 

that show the Nation what loving God and loving one another looks like. Their inability is met 

by Blood through the Sacrificial System. For without the shedding of blood there can be no 

remission of sin (Lev. 17:11). This system is a daily activity at the Tabernacle to remind them of 

God’s desire to restore them to His joy.  

 

[The Big Idea behind this section {Israel at Mt. Sinai} is what follows.] Each one of these resources 

remind His people of the greater Story in which they exist. Each resource is to be used to point 

people to Jesus. They are not an end in themselves. They are only a means. They are shadows. 

Shadows cannot provide they can only point. 

 

“This chapter is essentially about mediation. The people are getting ready to meet with God, 

receive the Law from him, and enter into a covenant with him. All of this required mediation 

and preparation. Through it all, Israel will become God’s unique possession, a kingdom of 

priests on earth—if they comply with his Law. The chapter can be divided as follows: vv. 1-8 

tell how God, Israel’s great deliverer, promised to make them a kingdom of priests; this is 

followed by God’s declaration that Moses would be the mediator (v. 9); vv. 10-22 record 

instructions for Israel to prepare themselves to worship Yahweh and an account of the 

manifestation of Yahweh with all the phenomena; and the chapter closes with the mediation of 

Moses on behalf of the people (vv. 23-25). Having been redeemed from Egypt, the people will 

now be granted a covenant with God. See also R. E. Bee, ‘A Statistical Study of the Sinai 

Pericope,’ Journal of the Royal Statistical Society 135 (1972): 406-21.”3 

 

This lesson will focus on THE LAW’s preamble. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

I. Arrival at Mount Sinai (19) 

II. The Covenant from the Mountain (20:1-24:12) 

III. Moses ascends and Yahweh descends (24:13-18) 

A. The tabernacle (25:1-27:21) 

B. The priests (28:1-31:18) 

IV. Israel’s rebellion (32:1-33:23) 

A. The golden calf (32:1-33:6) 

B. Yahweh meets with Moses (33:7-23) 

V. Moses Ascends again (34:1-35) 

VI. Moses presents the covenant and begins construction (35:1-40:38) 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Yahweh has brought His people out of slavery, rescued them from the armies of Egypt, and 

provided for them in the wilderness.  Three months after leaving Egypt, Moses brings Israel to 

Mount Sinai where he encountered Yahweh for the first time through a burning bush.  When 

Israel arrives at the mountain, Yahweh descends in cloud and fire (19:18) to speak with His 

nation.  Yahweh gives Israel Ten Commandments (20:1-17) to follow that are good and just in 

fostering a community of honor and trust.  After these commandments are given, the people 

respond in fear and beg for Yahweh not to directly speak to them (20:18-19), so Moses ascends 

the mountain.  While in the cloud and fire, Moses listens to Yahweh who gives him laws and 

commandments for Israel to follow (20:22-24:2).  These commandments reflect the heart and 

character of Yahweh which He wants His people to reflect and represent to the other nations. 

After delivering these commands to the nation, Moses goes up again to receive more instruction 

(24:12-31:18) related to the tabernacle and priests.  While Moses is up on the mountain, the 

Israelites begin to think he is dead, so they construct a calf made of gold to worship (32:2-4). This 

is idolatry. In doing this, Israel breaks the very first commandment Yahweh gave them and 

many others.  In the midst of Yahweh’s wrath, Moses contends for Israel and begs for mercy 

(32:11-13).  Inexplicably, Yahweh relents and turns his wrath away from rebellious Israel by not 

destroying the nation (32:14).                  

 

  

Them / Then 



 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

“Well, you can see the structure of this passage is actually fairly easily laid out. It’s a, typical 

Hebrew way to present a passage like this. It starts with A: you’ve got Moses going up the 

mountain. Then B is a commission from God to say something. C is what that commission is. 

It’s the subject of what our sermon will be today, four through six. And then in the following 

verses you’ll have B: Moses is commissioned again and then A: Moses will descend from the 

mountain. That’s really typical from Hebrew authors. And you should note this and it’s good 

for you to write in your little margins of your Bible. As you notice this in your interpretation, 

the intent of the Hebrew author is to draw your attention right to the middle. How many of your 

photographers out there are somewhat photographers? You take a picture and your goal of that 

picture is to draw the eyes to a certain location and you do that by the position, by the framing 

of the shot. That’s exactly what the author is doing here in this passage. He’s drawing your 

attention in on these key verses this, listen, this here is one of the load bearing verses or passages 

of the entire Bible.”4 
 

“Scholars point out that Exodus 19:3-8 follows the pattern of ancient Near Eastern covenants 
between a king and a vassal people (Walter Kaiser, Expositor’s Bible Commentary [Zondervan], 
ed. by Frank Gaebelein, 2:415). There is a preamble summons by God (v. 3), followed by a 
historical prologue (v. 4). Then there are the stipulations of the covenant (v. 5a), blessings for 
obedience (vv. 5b-6), and acceptance in a solemn assembly (vv. 7-8).”5 
 

“This chapter divides into three major sections. In verses 1-6 we have the preface to the chapter, 

highlighted by the words of God to Israel, spoken to Moses in verses 4-6. Verses 7-15 constitute 

the second division, which pertains to the preparations required of the Israelites before God’s 

appearance to them on Mt. Sinai. The third section is made up of verses 16-25, which describe 

the appearance of God in splendor and majesty on Mt. Sinai. All of this is to set the scene for the 

deliverance of the Ten Commandments in chapter 20.”6 
 

This chapter introduces the giving of the law upon Mount Sinai, which was one of the most 

sensible appearances of the divine glory that ever was in this lower world.   
 

I. The Historical Context (vv. 1, 2) 
 

“The mountain is Mount Sinai, the mountain of God, the place where God had met and called 

Moses and had promised that they would be here to worship him. If this mountain is Jebel Musa, 

the traditional site of Sinai, then the plain in front of it would be Er-Rahah, about a mile and a 

half long by half a mile wide, fronting the mountain on the NW side (S. R. Driver, Exodus, 169). 

The plain itself is about 5000 feet above sea level. A mountain on the west side of the Arabian 

Peninsula has also been suggested as a possible site.”7 
 

 Exodus 19:1, 2 
1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day 
they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness 
of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 



 

 

In our earlier studies, we have noted how . . .  

 

Jesus is . . .  

Our Plague – Condemnation (Isa. 53:4-6; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:242) 

Our Passover – Justification (Isa. 53:7, 10; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7) 

Our Parting – Sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 10:10) 

 

Jesus is both the center and the source. Now as we walk into our next section with our focus on 

the LAW, let us consider some initial introductory remarks concerning this LAW. 

 

 THE LAW 

 

On a very functional and practical level, 

o Israel Lived in A Nation Governed By The Unbelieving Egyptians For 430 Years 

o Israel Will Enter A Land Occupied and Governed By Its Unbelieving Inhabitants 

o The LAW Fills the Vacuum Of Replacing Egyptian Law And Governs Them As 

They Occupy The Promised Land 

 

First, the LAW actually WORKS.  It has a purpose and it does exactly what it is supposed to 
do. The LAW revealed the inability of ISRAEL to obey God. Their failure to fulfill the demands 
of the LAW only showed their inability to reverse the curse. That is why God made promises 
and covenants. He bound Himself to fulfill for Israel what Israel could not do for herself. 

Second, the LAW WORKS. The LAW requires OBEDIENCE. It tells you what you are 
supposed to do and non-compliance has consequences, as does compliance. 

The instruction they are about to receive does three things. 

o First, it gives them a legal structure in the absence of Egyptian tyranny.  

o Second, it gives them instruction in horizontal relationships. 

o Third, it gives them physical visuals and actions to remind them of their relationship with 

YHWH. 

 

If we step back and look at the bigger picture of the LAW, we can see why God gave the LAW. 

The LAW given on Mt. Sinai and then repeated in Deuteronomy is slightly different. Why? 

Because of occasion. In the Ancient Near East, the LAW was not something that was to be 

followed to the LETTER, but applied through WISDOM in life’s circumstances. 

 

The LAW as we know it is far more expansive than we initial think. The LAW was given on Mt. 

Sinai beginning in Exodus 19 and running all the way through Numbers 10. God gave to Moses 

a significant amount of information. There are categories of this instruction. All of this 

instruction was a picture of something bigger than itself. The LAW or shadow always pointed, 



 

it never provided. The LAW was never an end. It was and is only a means to an end. The end of 

the LAW is JESUS. The LAW never found fulfillment in Israel or the NATIONS.  

Often when speaking of the LAW, we speak of LAW as the antithesis of GRACE. But that is a 

misunderstanding of the LAW’S INTENT or ROLE. 

 

• Like all SHADOW, the LAW could only POINT, it could not PROVIDE. The LAW 

said, “I CAN’T, BUT GOD CAN, AND JESUS [WILL] DID.” 

 
Nicodemus - John 3:9, 10 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 

of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 

 

Everything points to Jesus. Pictures and promises engulfed the nation. Jesus fully expected those 

who taught the Law to know how it all spoke of Him. Think for a moment just four aspects of 

the Law. There were rules and regulations, there was mediation through a priesthood, there 

were sacrifices offered at an altar inside of a Tabernacle compound, and there were annual feast 

days. All of these visuals reminded the nation of the Story. Jesus rightly assumed anyone 

exposed to the LAW would be able to understand its intent. 

 

II. The Conditions of the Treaty (vv. 3-6) 

 
 3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you 

shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I 
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now 
therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

 

 “Verses 4-6 are the heart of the section, and some would go so far as to say they are the 
heart of the Old Testament revelation of God pertaining to His covenant with Israel.”8 

 “The language here is the language of a bridegroom bringing the bride to the chamber. 
This may be a deliberate allusion to another metaphor for the covenant relationship.”9 

 “The verb is a perfect tense with vav (ו) consecutive; it continues the idea in the protasis 
of the sentence: “and [if you will] keep. Israel was to be God’s special possession, but the 
prophets will later narrow it to the faithful remnant. All the nations belong to God, but 
Israel was to stand in a place of special privilege and enormous responsibility.”10 

 Israel never kept the “if” [protosis], thus God did not have to keep the “then” [apodosis].  

 God references the EXODUS (VV. 3, 4) 
A. The EXODUS is a consequence of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT of Genesis 3:15 

and 12:1-5. 

 The covenant that God speaks of in verse 5 is still future (vv. 5-9) 
A. This covenant is a VASSAL TREATY with stipulations and conditions  

 It is conditional (vv. 5a, 7-9). 
 It is consequential (vv. 5b-6) 



 

 
The nation is already “saved.” The law does not happen until after the nation leaves Egypt. 

There are different types of laws and recipients of law. 

The law in the wilderness is different than the law in the land of “milk and honey.” 

Constitution / agreement. This is not a royal gift covenant. This is a vassal treaty. 

 
Types of Covenants 

1. Covenant among equals – marriage 
2. Royal gift covenant 
3. Vassal treaty 

 
The Garden of Eden is a Vassal Treaty. Adam and Eve failed to obey. As a consequence, they 
die in their relationship with God. God, however, condescends and gives them the Royal Gift. 
He will provide an offspring from the woman who will destroy their enemy. And He provides 
a blood sacrifice that atones for their sins. 
The Mosaic Covenant is a Vassal Treaty with Laws and Stipulations, Blessing and Cursing. 
God’s Redemptive Purpose is a Royal Gift. 
 
Why is this important? First, God’s redemptive purpose is a gift. Second, God’s governance of 
the Nation of Israel is a Vassal Treaty. The two are not the same. God is not saving Israel in the 
Mosaic Code or the Law. God is governing Israel in the Mosaic Code. God saves Israel as a Royal 
Gift. Thus, to impose redemptive purposes onto the vassal treaty leads to heresy. Is there 
continuity between the two? Yes. 
 
“The Law was Israel’s corporate covenant with God and her constitution as a nation. 
Repeatedly, the Law which God gave Israel through Moses was referred to as a covenant (Exod. 
19:5; 24:7-8; 34:10, 27-28; Deut. 4:23; 5:2). The three principle covenants of the Old Testament 
were the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1-3), the Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7:11-16; 1 
Chronicles 17:10-14), and the Mosaic (or Sinaitic) covenant. The Mosaic covenant is different 
from the other two covenants.207 This was a covenant which was provisional, and which was to 
be replaced by a “new covenant” which would be an eternal covenant:”11  
 
“It is a bilateral covenant: they received special privileges but they must provide special services 
by the special discipline.”12 
 
Let us remember than when we speak of the LAW of MOSES, we are inside of COVENANTS 
which are built on the PROMISE. “Covenants are the backbone of the biblical story.”13  “The 
new covenant is the climax of all of God’s covenants.”14   
 
Look at Galatians 3:16-29 and notice with me the relationship between the ROYAL GIFT and the 
VASSAL TREATY. 
 

 Gal. 3:17-19 
17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not 
invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the 



 

inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham 
by means of a promise. 19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been 
ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the 
promise had been made. 

 
Now let us go back to the conditions of the Mosaic Covenant. 
 
5 Now therefore,  
if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,  
[then] . . .  

[1] you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and  
[2] you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and  
[3] a holy nation.’ 

 
Conditional sentences generally have two parts: the ‘if’ clause [called the protasis] and the 
main or ‘then’ clause [called the apodosis]. 
The protasis establishes the premises or conditions under which the action or state of the 
apodosis occur. 
 
TREASURED POSSESSION 
Ex 19:5 – Conditional  
Declarations – Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18, 19; Psalm 135:4; Mal. 3:17 [the future believing Remnant] 
1 Ch 29:3 [used by King David of gifting]; Eccl. 2:8 [the physical wealth of King Solomon] 
 

 Putting lipstick on a pig. 

 Israel’s place of prominence among the Nations isn’t because of their faithfulness or 
obedience, but their selection through election.  

Through them comes the oracles and through them comes the SEED. Both of those actions are 
by grace alone through faith alone in YHWH alone. Israel earned and merited nothing from 
God, but wrath and judgment, just like us. As a nation they never met the conditions of the 
treaty. Whatever Israel received was by grace alone through faith alone in YHWH alone. 
God has been for generations saving tens of thousands of Jewish people. God has eclipsed the 
144,000 number in Revelation. The Revelation assures us that God is faithful to the Royal Gift 
Covenant and has been and will continue to save Jewish people.  

“This kingdom of God will be composed of a priestly people. All the Israelites would be living 
wholly in God’s service and enjoying the right of access to him. And, as priests, they would have 
the duty of representing God to the nations, following what they perceived to be the duties of 
priests—proclaiming God’s word, interceding for people, and making provision for people to 
find God through atonement (see Deut 33:9, 10).”15 

“Israel NEVER met the conditions laid out in this VASSAL TREATY. Thus, the nation of Israel 
was NEVER God’s treasured possession among all peoples,”6 and they were NEVER a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation. The prophet Malachi identifies the believing remnant as those who 
would become this, but the nation collectively never became this. 



 

 
What Israel failed to do, Jesus did. Jesus as the new Israel keeps the Law perfectly and 
“becomes” this to the Father and for the Nations. 
 

III. THE WILLINGNESS OF THE PEOPLE (vv. 7, 8; 24:3, 7 [their “heart” is in the right 

place]) 

 

Exodus 19:7, 8 are at the front end and 24:3, 7 are at the back end. 

 

 Exod. 19:7-9 
7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the 
LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9 And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I 
speak with you, and may also believe you forever.” 

 

• Romans 7:14-19 

• 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would 

like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 

 

• What You and I Cannot Do 

• God Can And 

• Jesus Will! 

 

What Israel could not do; Jesus did. 

 

Them / then [Exod. 19:5, 6] – GOSPEL [Matt. 5:17-20] – Us / Now [1 Pt. 2:9] 

 

 1 Pet. 2:9  
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 

God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 

out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 

IV. Notice given three days before of God's design to give the law out of a thick cloud, ver. 

9.   Orders given to prepare the people to receive the law, ver. 10-13. and care taken to 

execute those orders, ver. 14, 15.  

 
Exod. 19:9b-15 
9b When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD, 10 the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the 
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments 11 and be 
ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the 
sight of all the people. 12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care 
not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be 
put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, 



 

he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.” 
14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the people; and they 
washed their garments. 15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near 
a woman.” 
 

 What they could not do, we can. Jesus does for us what we could never do for ourselves. 

 Notice the prohibition concerning physical abstinence and what happens with the golden 
calf. Somehow the emotional ecstasy of the moment creates erratic behavior and is to be 
guarded against. A word of caution, with any “spiritual high,” there is a rapid emotional 
descent and this is to be guarded against. Both in the ascent and then in the descent. 

 
V.  A terrible appearance of God's glory, ver. 16-20.  

 

Exod. 19:16-19 
16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the 
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 17 Then 
Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of 
the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on 
it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled 
greatly. 19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
answered him in thunder.  

 

 The God of the Exodus is the God of the Cross.  

 

V. Silence proclaimed, and strict charge given to the people to observe a decorum while God 

spoke to them, ver. 20-25. 
 

Exod. 19:20-25 
20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses 
to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 21 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and 
warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and many of them perish. 22 Also 
let the priests who come near to the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against 
them.” 23 And Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for you 
yourself warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the mountain and consecrate it.’” 24 And the LORD 
said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and 
the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest he break out against them.” 25 So Moses 
went down to the people and told them. 
 

 There is a continual reminder that we can’t. Our access to God cannot be secured by our 

own work. God alone must make the way. 

 

VI. The initial summary of the Law in the Ten (20:1-21) 

 



 

Remember the historical context for this instruction. God is known as YHWH. Among all the 

“gods” of the Egyptians, YHWH reigns supreme. He is the God of crushing signs and wonders. 

He is the God who passes over the condemned through a blood offering and He is the GOD 

who crushes His enemies. In light of this information you have the ten. The Law speaks to our 

glaring inability and God’s complete sufficiency. He condescends and through His mercy and 

grace enables us to dwell in His presence for our joy. 

 

“This chapter is the heart of the Law of Israel, and as such is well known throughout the world. 

There is so much literature on it that it is almost impossible to say anything briefly and do justice 

to the subject. But the exposition of the book must point out that this is the charter of the new 

nation of Israel. These ten commands (words) form the preamble; they will be followed by the 

decisions (judgments). And then in chap. 24 the covenant will be inaugurated. So when Israel 

entered into covenant with God, they entered into a theocracy by expressing their willingness 

to submit to his authority. The Law was the binding constitution for the nation of Israel under 

Yahweh their God. It was specifically given to them at a certain time and in a certain place. The 

Law legislated how Israel was to live in order to be blessed by God and used by him as a 

kingdom of priests. In the process of legislating their conduct and their ritual for worship, the 

Law revealed God. It revealed the holiness of Yahweh as the standard for all worship and 

service, and in revealing that it revealed or uncovered sin. But what the Law condemned, the 

Law (Leviticus) also made provision for in the laws of the sacrifice and the feasts intended for 

atonement. The NT teaches that the Law was good, and perfect, and holy. But it also teaches 

that Christ was the end (goal) of the Law, that it ultimately led to him. It was a pedagogue, Paul 

said, to bring people to Christ. And when the fulfillment of the promise came in him, believers 

were not to go back under the Law. What this means for Christians is that what the Law of Israel 

revealed about God and his will is timeless and still authoritative over faith and conduct, but 

what the Law regulated for Israel in their existence as the people of God has been done away 

with in Christ. The Ten Commandments reveal the essence of the Law; the ten for the most part 

are reiterated in the NT because they reflect the holy and righteous nature of God. The NT often 

raises them to a higher standard, to guard the spirit of the Law as well as the letter.”16 

 

 

Exod. 20:1-21 
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands[b] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain. 



 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder.[c] 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 
18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid[d] and trembled, and they stood far 
off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest 
we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of 
him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The people stood far off, while Moses drew 
near to the thick darkness where God was. 
 

When Israel arrives at Mount Sinai, God gives them a promise that they will be His people as 

long as they obey and keep His covenant (19:5-6).  This covenant is full of laws that champion 

justice, mercy, and thankfulness.  If followed, this covenant will produce a people that love and 

care for one another and demonstrate thankfulness to its redeemer God.   

 
THE EMPHASIS: 

 

What Israel failed to do, Jesus did. Jesus as the new Israel keeps the Law perfectly and 
“becomes” this to the Father and for the Nations. 
 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  

 

• Know the Story. Don’t talk “gobbledygook” with the Scripture. Know your Bible. Join 

us for our various studies. Listen to the sermons over and over. Read the sermon notes. 

• Always obey and “try your hardest” in the horizontal knowing your relationship with 

God in the vertical is not based on your obedience, but on His. 

• Finally, thank God for Jesus and don’t stop believing Him. 

• Jesus is Lord and God the Father has raised Him from the dead. 
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