
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:   August 16, 2020 
Title:   When God is Honored 
Text:  Exodus 14:1-31 
Theme: “Fear not [an emotion], stand firm [an action], and see [an experience]” 
 
Introduction: 

The following is an extended quote from Cameron B.R. Howard.  

This week’s reading from Exodus 14 shows God delivering God’s people, too, but there is 
nothing quiet about it. Horses’ hooves pound the dirt, the Israelites cry out in fear, the 
Egyptians scream in panic, the wind howls, and the waters churn in their great vertical 
walls. Add to that the pyrotechnics of the pillar of fire and cloud, and Exodus 14 describes 
a big, chaotic mess. 
 
Given this chaos, Moses’ instructions to the terrified Israelites are all the more remarkable: 
stand, see, keep still: “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD 
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 
again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still” (Exodus 14:13-14). As 
they were being chased down by the most technologically equipped fighting force 
anywhere around, the Israelites were surely inclined toward fight or flight: resist or run, 
sure, but keep still? What good will that do? 
 
Their mandate from God here is neither to fight nor flee, but to witness: to observe God’s 
power and might. God will do all the fighting for them. This detail underscores the fact 
that all the agency in this story belongs to God. This is the LORD’s victory alone. Through 
this victory, the people of Israel as well as the Egyptians (verse 18) see that the LORD’s 
glories far surpass any of Pharaoh’s claims either to military prowess or to the status of 
deity. The contest between God and Pharaoh has been building throughout Exodus 1-13 to 
this showdown at the sea, and God has won. 
 
You may wish to add verses 30-31 to the selected readings for this week, because they bring 
full circle the observations made in verses 10-14 about “seeing” and “fearing.” In v. 10, the 
Israelites saw the Egyptians advancing; in verse 30, “Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore,” and in verse 31, “Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the 
Egyptians.” In verse 10, the Israelites feared greatly for their lives in the face of the 
advancing Egyptians; in verse 30, they feared the LORD. When they stood, saw, and kept 
still, they believed. 
 
If the Joseph story showed us everyday miracles, the exodus story shows us a once-in-a-
lifetime (or once-in-a-millennium, or even once-in-a-Testament!) miracle. In many ways it 
is the miracle; Exodus 14 just might be the most important chapter in the entire Old 
Testament. The story of God’s deliverance of the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army at the Red 
(or Reed) Sea is the bedrock of the covenant relationship between God and Israel.1 
 

 



 

Let me begin with a cautionary word. Let us not think every problem we have is a RED SEA 
waiting to be parted or an enslaving nation or an oppressive army from which God is going to 
rescue us. Sometimes in life, we are victimized, sometimes in life we do drown, and sometimes 
in life we are broken. BUT this does not mean God isn’t working for good.  
 
The Bible is primarily descriptive not prescriptive. It is primarily dealing with our vertical 
relationship with God and then our horizontal relationship with one another.   
 
We are wrong in thinking Christianity offers . . . YOUR BEST LIFE NOW . . .  
DO NOT CONFUSE THE HORIZONTAL WITH THE VERTICAL. 
 
God is making good on His promise to rescue His people, destroy the enemy, and restore them 
to a place of rest. He is not telling you how to part your “Red Seas.” 
 
Let us always listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying 1) to the original audience [them/then]  
2) through the gospel, 3) to us. This is always our challenge. 
 
The Historical and Literary Context: 
 
There is a pivotal moment in the narrative that is summarized in Exodus 2:23-25. 
 

 Exod. 2:23-25 
23 Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel 
sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up 
to God. 24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. 25 God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them. 
 

Three things are notable:  

 First, the king of Egypt died;  

 Second, the people of God cried; and  

 Finally, the God of Israel replied.  
Notice four statements about God.  

 First, God heard their groaning;  

 Second, God remembered His covenant 

 Third, God saw His people, and  

 Finally, God took notice of them 
 
God was fully aware of all that was happening. He acted in the fullness of time. There is no 
delay in God’s activities. He intentionally and systematically moves forward on all His 
promises. Moreover, what was true then is equally true now.  
 
Now let us consider the overall structure of the Book of Exodus.  
 

 In Egypt (1-14 God Redeems His People; God’s People Are Helpless) 
 

Chaps. 1-4 Setting the Stage – the rise of a leader [Moses] 



 

Chaps. 5-12 Increasing Conflict - The Plagues on Egypt – The Destruction of Egypt’s gods 
This is a clash of gods (12:12). Who is more powerful, who is in control, and who 
will we worship? 

Chaps. 13 The Climax - The Passover begins – The Deliverance of YHWH’s people 
Chap. 14 The Parting of the Red Sea – The Destruction of Egypt’s Armies 
Chap. 15 The Praising of YHWY – The Declaration of YHWH’s people 
 

 In the Wilderness (Chap. 15-18 God Guides His People; God’s People Are Hopeless) 
 

Setting the “New” Normal 
 

 At Mt. Sinai (Chap. 19-40 God Instructs His People; God’s People Are Holy) 
 

Each one of these scenarios says, “You can’t, but God can, and Jesus did!” 
 

Throughout the Hebrew Bible, the two parties continually remind each other of this 
particular saving act. Here are just a few examples: 
 

 In the opening lines of the Ten Commandments, God declares, “I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 
shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:2-3). The people of Israel have been 
freed in order to worship and serve God by keeping God’s commandments. 

 At the conclusion of the description of the Jubilee laws, Leviticus 25:55 reiterates 
that the people now serve God instead of Pharaoh: “For to me the people of Israel 
are servants; they are my servants whom I brought out from the land of Egypt: I am 
the LORD your God” (Leviticus 25:55). 

 References to the exodus proliferate in Deuteronomy and the Deuteronomistic 
History (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings). One especially compelling metaphor refers 
to Egypt as an “iron-smelter” from which Israel has been delivered (Deut 4:20). The 
re-statement of the Decalogue in Deuteronomy 5 will also cite the Israelites’ 
deliverance from slavery as rationale for keeping the Sabbath (Deuteronomy 5:15). 

 The prophets use the exodus as an analogy for later periods of suffering in Israel 
(e.g., Amos 4:10 and Isa 52:4) and as evidence for the kind of deliverance of which 
God is capable (e.g., Jeremiah 23:7-8 and Micah 7:15). 

 The exodus has pride of place in any recitation of the story of God’s relationship 
with Israel. Such recitations can be comprehensive, such as Ezra’s prayer in 
Nehemiah 9, or succinct, as in Micah 6:4-5. 

 

The exodus is a favorite topic for the psalms, and thus its remembrance forms a centerpiece 
of ancient Israel’s liturgical life. Some, like Psalm 106, list the exodus as the first in a litany 
of God’s “mighty acts,” while others, like Psalm 114, retell the story of the exodus in poetic 
ways.2 
 

 The Exodus of God’s people out of Egypt is “the greatest redemptive event in the Old 
Testament,” says Don Carson.3 This event becomes the reference point for the nation. 
Thirty-nine times the phrase “out of Egypt” occurs in the Bible. “So, the exodus is the 



 

greatest redemptive event in the Old Testament to which subsequent revelation points to 
again and again and again.”4 

 

 In the Passover (Exod. 12), we have our justification and, in the Exodus (Exod. 14), we 
have our sanctification. These two moments are not to be seen in isolation of each other, 
but as one event. All those who celebrated the Passover made it through the Red Sea. 
What God has begun, He will finish. This moment in time will not be without loss on 
every level. Whether it is individual, corporate, national, or global. To one degree or 
another everyone will be touched by this. Nonetheless, God will have the victory and His 
victory is our victory. 

 The “Already|Not Yet” We are justified / Egypt. This is what we were. We are heading 
to Eden. This is what we will be. But we are in the “in-between” right now. This is what 
we are. The middle part is always messy. The mess does not mean the promises of God 
are failing. The eyes of faith see what God has ordered. Our eyes of sight see the chaos or 
the quiet and try to make sense of it. But by faith we believe that God is and will make 
good on His promises.  

 Both of these “rescues” were by grace alone through faith alone in God alone. The People 
of God proved themselves undeserving and unable. If this does not shout, “You can’t, 
but God can, and Jesus did,” then I am tone deaf! 

 
Now, let us consider THE EXODUS. 
 
THE STRUCTURE: 
 

I. The purpose of God is clear (vv. 1-4) 
 

 Exod. 14:1-4 
1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Tell the sons of Israel to turn back and camp before Pi-hahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh 
will say of the sons of Israel, 'They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.' 4 

Thus I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh 
and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." And they did so. [NASB] 

 
From the vantage point of the unbelieving, what the Christian church looks like is a group of 
aimless nomads. Yet, that conclusion isn’t too far off center when the Scripture speaks of the 
believing as pilgrims, sojourners. 
 
God tells Moses exactly what is going to happen 

 We are not ignorant of what is happening (John 16:33; the Book of Revelation). 

 Nothing that we are encountering falls outside of God’s control and plan. I do not fully 
understand this, but my inability to understand does not negate my need to believe. 
 

God told Moses why it will happen (vv. 4, 17, 18)  

 I will harden 

 I will get glory and  

 They will know that I am YHWH 



 

o Isaiah 11:9; Hab. 2:14 – filled with a knowledge of His glory; I will be glorified 
among the nations 

 This is the storyline of the Bible 
 

 God is moving His vision forward with the knowledge of His glory as the waters cover 
the sea (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:17) by fulfilling His promise to provide a Seed (Gen. 3:15) and a 
Sacrifice (Gen. 3:21). Listen to the language in our passage. 

 
o Exod. 14:4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over 

Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 
 

o Exod. 14:17, 18 
17 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get 
glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 

 

God is honored or glorified when He is acknowledged as the “god.” In all of Egypt, they would 
come to see, hear, and know that “god” is YHWH.  Do not forget the Story. God will be honored. 
When the dust of the horizontal settles, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  
 
God’s promise is to deliver His people and to destroy His enemies. 
 
Every one of Israel’s enemies are foreshadows of an enemy. We will see a pattern carried 
forward throughout the Word of God until the final enemy is met and destroyed. 
 

 Col. 2:13-15 
13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed 
it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, 
having triumphed over them through Him. 

 

Jesus will destroy our last enemy of sin and death (1 Cor. 15:25, 27; Eph. 1:22; Heb. 2:8). What 
does this look like in shadow form? 
 

II. The enemy we face is real   
 

Four things are notable. 
 

A. A formidable army – 600 “select or excellent” chariots (14:7) 
 

The army of the Egyptians numbered in the tens of thousands.  
 

B. An inadequate resource 
 

Exodus 12:37 says there were 600,000 men in Israel. But as slaves they were not soldiers (13:17). 
Thus, the magnitude of their problem. Israel was incapable of fighting the Egyptians or crossing 
the Sea. 



 

 
C. An impassable barrier – it wasn’t simply a body of water, but an impassible 

barrier. Extending from the Red Sea was a channel of water and smaller bodies of 
water that formed an identified barrier/border between the Nation of Egypt and 
everything east of that barrier. For Israel to get out of Egypt, it had to break 
through the barrier. [Cf. The Naked Bible Podcast; Exodus 14 part 1] 

 
D. An understandable response  

 
1. vv. 5-9 Pharaoh’s question and response “"What is this we have done, that we 

have let Israel go from serving us?" (v. 5) 
2. vv. 10-14 Israel’s question and response (v. 11) "Is it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why 
have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? 

3. v. 12 "Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us 
alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us 
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." 

 
The Jews knew what they had in Egypt. Their routines were broken by the Exodus. 
 
Both asked the same question, “What have I/we done?!”  
 

 Israel feared the Egyptians (14:10) 

 The Egyptians feared the LORD (v. 25) 

 Israel feared the LORD (14:31) 
 
If you and I placed ourselves in their situation, we would respond in the same manner.  
 
v. 15 suggests that Moses also struggled with what was happening, “Why do you cry to me?” 
 
Again, let us be cautioned. This isn’t referring to every hardship or obstacle we are facing in the 
horizontal. The storyline is primarily redemptive. However, all shadow is pointing us to a 
greater, singular truth. The horizontal does not exist for us to think, “I can.” But rather, “I can’t.” 
 
The enemy / our enemy assures us that “We can’t.” 
 

III. The promises of God are sure – [“Fear not [an emotion], stand firm [an action], and 
see [an experience]”] 

 
Like the Covenants, God’s promises are singular. God made a promise to provide a seed that 
would deliver his people from the ultimate threat of sin and death through a blood picture atone 
for their sins through a substitutionary sacrifice. What we have to do is believe this. 
 
  



 

A. The Call (v. 13a) 
 
The command is in response to their fear. Listen to Psalm 23:4. 
 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
    I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 

 
I have read from several viable resources that the most repeated command in the Bible is “do 
not fear; fear not [and its synonyms]. “I haven’t counted for myself, but I’ve heard it said, “Fear 
not,” is in the Bible 365 times.”5 One for every day of the year. “Where sin abounds; grace does 
much more abound.” 
 
Be quiet; be silent [The Message – shut your mouth] let us be careful in our communication that 
we do not end up feeding fear instead of fostering faith. 
 

 Fear not - The use of ַאל (’al) with the jussive has the force of “stop fearing.” It is a more 
immediate negative command than לֹא (lo’) with the imperfect (as in the Decalogue). 

 Stand firm - The force of this verb in the Hitpael is “to station oneself” or “stand firm” 
without fleeing. 

 You will see - The form is an imperative with a vav (ו). It could also be rendered “stand 
firm and you will see” meaning the result, or “stand firm that you may see” meaning the 
purpose. 

 Be quiet - The imperfect tense needs to be interpreted in contrast to all that Yahweh will 
be doing. It may be given a potential imperfect nuance (as here), or it may be obligatory 
to follow the command to stand firm: “you must be still.” 

 
B. The Reason – (vv. 13b, 14, 30 [“God will work for you today and destroy your 

enemies”]) 
 

I’m not here to tell you the pandemic is going to get better because we have the best minds 
working on it, or the most powerful government, or the wealthiest nation with financial 
resources to soften the impact. I’m not here to tell you that our next election cycle will solve our 
problem. I’m here to tell you that there is a God in heaven who sits on a throne and is flawlessly 
executing His plan to transform our world so that heaven and earth are one. I’m here to tell you 
that God will work for you today and that He is and has delivered his people and destroyed his 
enemies. God is keeping His promise to provide a SEED and a SACRIFICE. Israel’s 
preservation is in fulfillment and completion of these promises. That is why we are to hear, “Fear 
not, stand firm, and see the SALVATION of the LORD.” 
 
When God finishes His work, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). 
 
  



 

C. The outcome [when God works] 
 
1. Their enemies and fears were destroyed 
2. God’s power and glory were displayed 
3. Their faith and belief were deepened 
4. Their worship and praise were demonstrated; Chapter 15 is a confession; it is 

creedal. We sing of what is true. Through song we put forward our faith in the 
God who delivers his people and destroys his enemies. Every week we gather and 
sing together this victory song 

 
Today, by faith, we sing of God’s victory at the cross and by faith, we sing of God’s future work 
at His second coming. 
 

IV. The Son of God is powerful 
 
It is interesting that they believed Moses (14:31). I was a little puzzled as to why the phrase “and 
in his servant Moses,” was included until I saw the antitype, Jesus. Just as Moses was used by 
God to lead his people to the Promised Land so also Jesus the greater than Moses, was used by 
God to lead his people to the Promised Land. 
 
v. 16 stretch out your hand and divide it for the deliverance of my people 
v. 26 stretch out your hand so that it may come back for the destruction of my enemies 
 
When Jesus Christ stretched out His hands on the cross, his people were delivered and his 
enemies were destroyed. 
 

A. Jesus is our Condemnation (Isa. 53:4-6; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). 
 
Jesus takes for us the judgment we justly deserve. 

 
B. Jesus is our Justification. He is our Passover Lamb (Isa. 53:7; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7). 

Through Him the Seed Promise is fulfilled and the Blood Picture is completed. 
 
Because of His offering, He takes our place and we avoid what we deserve. He covers us. The 
Father sees Him and is pleased. He removes from us our shame and guilt. This is what He does. 
 

C. Jesus is our sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 10:10). He is our Advocate and 
Intercessor and High Priest. He does for us and continues to do for us what we 
could not and cannot do for ourselves. 

 
But the gospel goes beyond our justification. It is what takes us from where we were to where 
we will be. During the “in-between” He continues to cover, to placate, and to remove all of our 
transgressions. The “push and pull” is always happening, but we are falling forward. 
 
One last thing. 



 

 
V. The people of God are predictable (Exod. 15:22-24) 

 
Let us not think for one moment that we can outgrow the gospel. Let us not think for one 
moment that we move past our need for the gospel. God is not growing us toward isolation or 
independence but a deeper and greater dependency on Him. 
 
Let us read Exodus 15:22-24. 
 

 Exod. 15:22-24 
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went 
three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the 
waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. 24 So the people grumbled at Moses, 
saying, "What shall we drink?" 

 

THREE DAYS PASS AND THEY BEGIN TO GRUMBLE! Three days! They have just seen SIGNS 
AND WONDERS! Why do we gather every week? Why are we to mark PASSOVER EVERY 
YEAR? Why the sacrifices, why the feast days, why the rules and regulations? Because we are 
prone to wander! We are always forgetting. None of the rules and regulations were in play to 
make their lives hard or difficult. They were not in play to make them unhappy. All of God’s 
purposes are to direct you toward Him for your joy. 
 
Every day we must come back to the Story. Every day the gospel shouts out to us, “It Is 
Finished!” Every week we need to gather and tell ourselves, each other, and those outside as 
well, that Jesus is Lord and God has raised Him from the dead (Rom. 10:9, 110). We must review 
and rehearse this Story over and over and over again. Why?  Because we forget and in forgetting 
the gospel will be lost. 
 
EMPHASIS: 
 
God is making good on his promise to provide a deliverer who will rescue His people, destroy 
His enemies, and restore them to a place of rest. 
 
APPLICATION (US/NOW):  
 

1. Right now, God is playing out His Story in you and through you to those around you 
perfectly. 

2. All He is asking of you is to trust Him. Will you? 

1
 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2206 

2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2206  
3 https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/exodus-understanding-one-of-the-bibles-major-themes  
4 https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/exodus-understanding-one-of-the-bibles-major-themes 
5 https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-bible-says-fear-not-b_b_9807774  

                                                           


