
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: August 9, 2020 

Title: “One Plague More” (Exod. 11:1) 

Text:  Exodus 11:4-8; 12:1-28 (11:1-13:16) 

Theme: The Passover Lamb – God offers salvation through the sacrifice of a substitute. 

 

Main Point: God defeats the Serpent’s Seed. Through the Passover Lamb, God passes over the 

judgment against the Nations. The Passover Lamb is a shadow/type of Jesus. Jesus is the 

Passover Lamb who removes the sins of the Nations.  

 

Plot Line:  Through the provision of the Passover Lamb, God “passes over” the sins of His 

people.  God provides a way to escape the punishment of sin, and His way is the only way. 

 

If we do not accept God’s provision for our sin and guilt, we will die in judgment. 

 

Introduction: 

My desire isn’t to note the Passover as a Jewish Feast day, but to see the Passover in its historical 

context and how Jesus connects to it. 

 

“The Passover was celebrated as a feast in its own right, distinct from the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread and the Feast of First Fruits, although one ran into the other and they were celebrated in 
successive days from 14th to 21st of Nisan. Although they were celebrated as individual feasts in 
Old Testament times, after the destruction of the second temple when the Passover could no 
longer be celebrated according to the Jewish tradition, they became absorbed into the one week 
long feast which has taken the name Passover. The Passover, as revealed by God to Moses, is 
both a prophecy of the redemption of Israel from bondage to Egypt and a prophetic type of the 
redemption of mankind from bondage to sin.”1 
 

“In one awesome act of God's ultimate authority, He sent one final devastating plague: every 
firstborn of every household would be annihilated. In His mercy towards His people, God 
would shield the Israelites from such unmerciful judgment if they would follow the instructions 
He gave to Moses and Aaron. The specific instructions are outlined in Exodus 12:1-11. In sum, 
each family was to take a lamb and all households were to slaughter their lambs at the same 
time at twilight after a certain number of days. Then they were commanded to paint the sides 
and top of their doorways with some of this blood. Once this was done and all the meat of the 
lamb was eaten in accordance with God's instructions, God would spare the Israelites from 
death.”2 
 

God is about to rescue His people, destroy His enemies, and restore His people to the place 

of rest and it will be through a terrifying act of judgment and grace. 
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Review

1. Blood (7:14-24) 

2. Frogs (8:1-15) 

3. Gnats (8:16-19) 

4. Flies (8:20-32) 

5. Livestock (9:1-7) 

6. Boils (9:8-12) 

7. Hail (9:13-35) 

8. Locusts (10:1-20) 

9. Darkness (10:21-29) 

10. Firstborn (11:1-10; 12:29-32) 

 

10 – plagues 

10 – commandments 

10 – “And God Said” 

 

The Pattern of the Plague 

The request – “Let my people go” 

The reasons – “So that you will know I AM YHWH” 

SIGNS AND WONDERS 

The response – “Hard Heart” 

 

STRUCTURE of the Lesson 

 

I. The Terrible Cost of Rejection - The Death of the Firstborn (Exod. 11:4-8; 12:30) 

 

God has openly showed what He would do to those who rejected His provision. The judgment 

against rejecting YHWH is terrible. What more must God do for you and me to believe His 

promises? The Egyptians chose to disobey God even though He showed Himself merciful and 

powerful in the nine preceding plagues. 

 

It is the last of the plagues and the first of the year (11:1-3; 12:1, 2). 

 

A. The Killing of the Firstborn 

 

The Passover is the death of the firstborn male child. This is in parallel to Pharaoh’s edict in 

chapter 1 of killing all male children of Israel (13:2, 12, 13, 15; 34:19, 20). 

 

“The firstborn in Egyptian and Israelite cultures was significant, but the firstborn of Pharaoh was 

most important. Pharaoh was considered a god, the son of Re, the sun god, for the specific 

purpose of ruling over Re’s chief concern, the land of Egypt. For the purpose of re-creation, the 

supreme god assumed the form of the living king and gave seed which was to become the next 

king and the next “son of Re.” Moreover, the Pharaoh was the incarnation of the god Horus, a 

falcon god whose province was the heavens. Horus represented the living king who succeeded 

the dead king Osiris. Every living king was Horus, every dead king Osiris (see J. A. Wilson, 

“Egypt,” Before Philosophy, 83-84). To strike any firstborn was to destroy the heir, who embodied 
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the hopes and aspirations of the Egyptians, but to strike the firstborn son of Pharaoh was to 

destroy this cardinal doctrine of the divine kingship of Egypt. Such a blow would be enough for 

Pharaoh, for then he would drive the Israelites out.”3 

 

“The last plague is the most severe; it is that for which all the others were preliminary warnings. 

Up to this point Yahweh had been showing his power to destroy Pharaoh, and now he would 

begin to do so by bringing death to the Egyptians, a death that would fulfill the warning of 

talionic [“tit for tat”] judgment—“let my son go, or I will kill your son.” The passage records 

the announcement of the judgment first to Moses and then through Moses to Pharaoh.”4  

 

Notice the language of the FIRSTBORN. 

 
 Exodus 4:22, 23 

22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Israel is My son, My firstborn.’ 23 So I said to 

you, ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but you have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, 

your firstborn.” 

 

It becomes apparent that Jesus picks up the FIRSTBORN imagery embedded in the Exodus 

Story. 
 Matt. 1:25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

 

 Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in 

a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

 Rom. 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 Col. 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

 

 Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 

in all things he might have the preeminence. {in...: or, among all} 

 

 Heb. 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of 

God worship him. {again...: or, when he bringeth again} 

 

 Rev. 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince 

of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

 

Jesus is the true Israel, the recipient of final judgment (Gal. 3:13), and the ultimate seed promise 

and blood picture. Now let us consider our passage. 

 

B. The Plundering of the Enemy (11:2; 3:22; 12:33-36; Cf. Col. 2:15; Matt. 12:29) 

 

It wasn’t that Israel simply left. They took with them the wealth of Egypt. There was a conquest 

of their enemy. 
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C. The Breaking of the Neck (13:13 [vv. 11-16]) and the cutting off of an individual 

(12:15). 

 

You will either be redeemed through blood or you will die and be separated from the people of 

God. 

 

II. The Gracious Provision of God – The Death of the Innocent (Exod. 12:1-28 [goat or lamb]) 

 

God showed the way in the sacrificing of the innocent offering. It is the blood of the innocent 

that would substitute for the life of the firstborn. Those who accepted God’s provision would 

live. Those who rejected God’s provision would die. God has done everything necessary for His 

people to be saved from sin’s judgment. Will you accept God’s Word concerning the SEED 

PROMISE and the BLOOD PICTURE?  

 

The provision of the Passover shields the recipient from destruction, from the destroyer (12:13, 

23). The firstborn will either be “redeemed” or “destroyed” (13:11-16). The Passover overrides 

ethnicity or position.  

 

Redemption happens through a blood sacrifice (12:13). The blood is a sign. The destroyer sees 

the blood and “passes over.” 

 Everyone under the blood lives. All outside the blood die. 

o Garden of Eden – 1 animal covers 1 person 

o Passover – 1 animal covers 1 family 

o Day of Atonement – 1 animal covers 1 nation 

o The Cross of Calvary – The Lamb of God takes away the sins of the world 

 

Let us note something about the nature of this sacrifice. 

 

A. The sacrifice is substitutionary 

1. The innocent is taking the place of the guilty  

2. This is a “tit for tat” exchange. Thus, the need for continual sacrifice and 

celebration. 

B. The sacrifice is powerful or effective (Visual: use a sheet to cover an object) 

1. The sacrifice atones [or covers] the sinner  

 This is the action of the sacrifice 

2. The sacrifice propitiates [or appeases] wrath by meeting justice 

 This is the attitude of the offended 

3. The sacrifice expiates [or removes] guilt 

 This is the consequence to the offender 
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III. The Sobering Decision of Obedience – The Life of the People (Exod. 12:29-32) 

 

If the blood sacrifice is to be effective, you must choose to participate in it. If you do not accept 

the sacrifice in your behalf, the destroying will not pass over you and your household. 

 

Everyone must either obey God’s Word or fall under His terrible judgment. What will you do? 

Throughout the land of Egypt could be heard the cry of loss and morning. People disobeyed 

God and paid the terrible price. 
 

Three thoughts are stressed in our passage.  
 

A. Sign (12:13) 
 

It is a sign. God sees something. 
 

B. Remember ([Memorial] 12:14, 17, 24, 25; 13:10) 
 

12:1, 2 “B. Jacob (Exodus, 294-95) shows that the intent of the passage was not to make this month 

in the spring the New Year—that was in the autumn. Rather, when counting months this was 

supposed to be remembered first, for it was the great festival of freedom from Egypt.”5 

 

“The point of the word ‘remember’ in Hebrew is not simply a recollection of an event, but a 

reliving of it, a reactivating of its significance. In covenant rituals ‘remembrance’ or ‘memorial’ 

is designed to prompt God and worshiper alike to act in accordance with the covenant. Jesus 

brought the motif forward to the new covenant with ‘this do in remembrance of me.’”6 

 

12:14 “Two expressions show that this celebration was to be kept perpetually: the line has ‘for 

your generations, [as] a statute forever.’ ‘Generations’ means successive generations (S. R. 

Driver, Exodus, 94). עֹוָלם (ʿolam) means ‘ever, forever, perpetual’—no end in sight.”7 

 

12:25 “The verb used here and at the beginning of v. 24 is ָׁשַמר (shamar); it can be translated 

‘watch, keep, protect,’ but in this context the point is to ‘observe’ the religious customs and 

practices set forth in these instructions.”8 

 

C. Teach – the Passover is a family feast and a generational responsibility  

(12:3, 24-28).  

 

The celebrating of the feast /event shall be a memorial (12:14-20). It shall be taught to households 

so that the children do not forget (12:24-28, 42, 47; 13:8-10). 

 

“The Passover was to be a domestic institution. Each lamb was to be shared by family 

members.”9  
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12:3, 4 –“ Later Judaism ruled that ‘too small’ meant fewer than ten (S. R. Driver, Exodus, 88). 

The clause uses the comparative min (ִמן) construction: ִמֶּׁשה ִמְהֹית ַהַּבִית ִיְמַעט  (yimʿat habbayit mihyot 

misseh, ‘the house is small from being from a lamb,’ or ‘too small for a lamb’). It clearly means 

that if there were not enough people in the household to have a lamb by themselves, they should 

join with another family.”10  
 

Here is one of our problems. We make Christianity a very individual action without seeing how 

it ties to the community. You have to make it personal, but it is a “household” thing. When you 

are born physically, you are born as a person, as an individual. But you are born into a family. 

You were never meant to be isolated and alone. Everything about the PASSOVER is communal.  
 

There is always an element of concern when I see generations stop attending church. Kids grow 

up in our church and then leave when they entire high school or college. Coming to church and 

being a part of the community are part of what it means to be Christian. It is one thing to identify 

yourself as a Christian individually and quite another thing to identify yourself with and 

regularly attend a local church as a community. We have become overly comfortable separating 

these two ideas. Parents, we must teach our children and generations the importance of aligning 

with the believing community. This is why the 9AM hour or various ministry platforms are 

important for your kids. 
 

Did Israel remember to keep PASSOVER? Within two or three generations, the nation forgot. It 

was only a generation or two (The Book of Judges) that the Israelites failed to remember and 

would eventually go into captivity. 
 

It was not always so. According to the account of King Josiah’s reign in the Books of Kings (2 

Kings 23:21,22) and Chronicles (2 Chron. 35:1-18), the Jews did not observe Passover for a good 

400 years, from the time of the Prophet Samuel (around 1050 BCE) to Josiah’s own time (around 

620 BCE). 

 
PASSOVER [Occurrence of the Word in the Bible] 

Exod.  Lev.  Num.  Deut. Josh.  2 
Kings 

2 
Chron. 

Ezra Matt. Mark Luke John 1 Cor. Heb. 

6 12 10 4 2 3 16 3 4 4 7 9 1 1 

 

Think about how the Scripture speaks of this disobedience in Acts 17:30 and Romans 3:25. 
 

 Acts 17:30, 31 
30 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people 

everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness 

through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 

 

 Romans 3:25, 26 
25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the 

demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 
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Think about this. In the absence of the PASSOVER, the firstborn was to be destroyed, yet God 

spared them for generations. They did go into captivity, but the captivity did not change their 

hearts. Only in Jesus would their hearts be changed and their sins forgiven. The application of 

the ultimate PASSOVER would be by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  

 

Jesus does two things for us. 

 First, He takes the judgment as the first born. He bears our sin and guilt (Isa. 53:4-6; Gal. 

3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). 

 Second, He is the atoning, propitiating, and expiating sacrifice that enables the death 

angel to pass over us (Rom. 3:19-26). 

 

The gospel and grace aren’t excuses for non-compliance to the working of God. It is us reflecting 

on what we deserve that we raise our hearts and hands in gratitude and worship. 

 

The Exodus event is a shadow of something more. The Passover is a shadow or type of 

something future. What was done looked forward. What we do looks backward. 

 
 1 Cor. 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:  

 

God has done everything necessary for His people to live. Will we believe God and accept His 

promise of a SEED and accept His picture through BLOOD?  

 

The Book of Exodus provides a vivid picture of God’s redemptive activity in the Passover Lamb 

and Exodus from Egypt through the parting of the Red Sea. The path to the Passover Lamb will 

be through the nine preceding plagues. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

Just like Yahweh would not let Pharaoh have the final word in regards to his promises, He will 

not let sin and death have the final word in your life.  Jesus single handedly takes on the powers 

of sin, death, and evil and brings about their utter defeat.  Jesus becomes the Passover lamb that 

provides deliverance.  Jesus becomes the one who provided a path through the waters of sin 

and death and leaves the enemies completely destroyed.  In the same way Yahweh redeemed 

his chosen Israel, Jesus (Yahweh made flesh) redeemed the whole world. 

 

God is able to save His people from sin’s slavery. Only God can deliver His people from sin’s 

slavery. The way through is in the SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE as displayed in the 

PASSOVER LAMB. 
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There are always two seeds present. You will either be of the WOMAN’S SEED or that of the 

SERPENT’S SEED. Those who obeyed God and accept the PASSOVER LAMB are of the 

WOMAN’S SEED. Those who disobeyed God and rejected the PASSOVER LAMB are of the 

SERPENT’S SEED.  

 

Everything in the universe is being done to fulfill the plans and purposes of God.  Amazingly, 

God allows us to be a part of that process and play a role in the divine narrative.  Just like God 

used Israel to display his acts of power and redemption, God is using the Church to display his 

acts of power and redemption to the world.  The Church is part of God’s plan and we can walk 

in confidence that God’s purposes will not fail no matter the obstacles. 

 

 

1 https://watchmanwilliams.com/god/biblical-typology/typology-of-the-passover/  
2 https://www1.cbn.com/teaching/the-meaning-of-passover  
3 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+11  
4 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+11  
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  
6 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  
7 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  
8 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  
9 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  
10 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+12  

                                                           


