
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS | Exodus 7:1-7 

 
Date:    July 26, 2020 
Title: “Signs and Wonders”  
Text: Exodus 7:1-7 [7:1-12:51] 
Theme:   God promises to provide a KING [MEDIATOR | SEED] who will 1) rescue [deliver] 

His people by 2) destroying His enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place 

of rest [LAND]  

 

YHWH is a Covenant Keeping God who Cares for His People and is Committed to His Vision 

and Mission. 

 

Through Signs and Wonders, YHWY will 1) rescue [deliver] His people by 2) destroying His 

enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place of rest [LAND]  

 

Introduction: 

 

“Pharaoh is not one single king in Exodus. If you pay attention, you’ll see that this royal title 

refers to a sequence of Egyptian kings over many generations. It raises the interesting question 

of why the author doesn’t actually name the Pharaoh who opposed Moses (was he Thutmose 

II or III, or Ramses I or II?). This was almost certainly on purpose. The author doesn’t want us 

to focus on one single king. Rather, he wants us to see Pharaoh as an archetype of the pattern 

of human rebellion that began in the garden and culminated in Babylon (Gen. 3-11).   This 

king, or sequence of kings, is the epitome of human evil. He embodies the strange and tragic 

turn the human heart can take when one person or society places their own values and well-

being above another person or society. Pharaoh is what happens when an entire nation 

redefines good and evil apart from God’s wisdom. You get an Egypt building its wealth and 

security on the backs of an abused, oppressed, and enslaved Israel. As the story develops, 

Pharaoh even places his own reputation and pride above the well-being of his own people. 

This is a horrific situation, and it’s the Bible’s diagnosis of the human condition in corporate 

terms. The Egyptian empire and its Pharaoh is the Babylon of Genesis 11 on steroids. God has 

to respond.”1 

In our world, signs identify and direct. They can tell us of content and can provide warning. 

They can give information as to what lies ahead. This section of Exodus is all about SIGNS AND 

WONDERS. These signs identify, direct, warn, and inform us as to who God is, what God will 

do, and who we are because of this. 

 

Through Signs and Wonders another layer of information within the Story of God is provided 

for us. We will see how YHWY will 1) rescue [deliver] His people by 2) destroying His enemies 

[BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place of rest [LAND] in His presence for their joy. 

 



 

Through signs and wonders God is reclaiming what is rightfully His as Creator and Redeemer. 

Will you accept YHWH Jesus as Lord and that God the Father has raised Him from the dead? 

 

Now, let us consider the bigger structural layout for the Book. 

 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

The Plagues chapters 7-12.  God is redeeming His people in chapters 7-15. 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Israel has been in Egypt for 430 years. Many of those years are spent enslaved in Egypt. God is 

about to deliver them from Egypt and back to Eden. 

 

Read Exodus 7:1-7 

 

I. The 10 Signs and Wonders 

 

A. Signs and Wonders suspend natural law. They are not the NT spiritual gifts. 
 

 Four Periods of Signs and Wonders 

a. The Exodus 

b. Elijah and Elisha 

c. Jesus 

d. The Tribulation 

 

B. Notice the parallel between The Exodus (7-13) and The Revelation (16). 

C. Creation bows before its Creator through SIGNS AND WONDERS. 
D. Through Signs and Wonders God reclaims what is rightfully His as Creator and 

Redeemer. 
 

1. Blood (7:14-24) 

2. Frogs (8:1-15) 

3. Gnats (8:16-19) 

4. Flies (8:20-32) 

5. Livestock (9:1-7) 

6. Boils (9:8-12) 

Them / Then 



 

7. Hail (9:13-35) 

8. Locusts (10:1-20) 

9. Darkness (10:21-29) 

10. Firstborn (11:1-10; 12:29-32) 

 

The Pattern of the Plagues 

 

Pharaoh’s Folly – God always wins. 

 

“The Egyptians, like many pagan cultures, worshiped a wide variety of nature-gods and 

attributed to their powers the natural phenomena they saw in the world around them.”2 

 

“Many of the Egyptian plagues could also be interpreted as ‘attacks against the Egyptian 
pantheon,’ Zevit notes. Many of the Egyptian plagues mentioned in Exodus in the Bible have 
some correlation to an Egyptian god or goddess. For example, Heket was represented as a frog 
and Hathor as a cow. An ancient Egyptian ‘Coffin Text’ refers to the slaying of first-born gods. 
A third way to look at the Biblical plagues is by asking, ‘why ten?’ Ultimately the plagues served 
to increase the faith of the surviving Israelites. On this count ten could be connected to the ten 
divine utterances of the creation account of Genesis 1. In relating the ten Egyptian plagues, the 
Exodus in the Bible could represent a parallel account of liberation, affecting all aspects of the 
created world.”3 
 

Signs and wonders (Exod. 4:8, 17, 21, 28, 30; 7:3; 8:23; 10:1, 2; 11:9; 12:13) 

 

“The primary goal of the plagues, according to most rabbinic sources, is the demonstration of 

God’s unparalleled power. Pharaoh’s magicians succeed in replicating the first two plagues — 

blood and frogs — but stumble in their attempts to produce lice. Several commentators explain 

this failure by noting the use of the word “l’hotzi,” “to bring out,” in the description of the plague 

of lice. Producing the plagues of blood or frogs requires only the transformation of an existing 

substance: God, through Moses and Aaron, changes the water to blood and draws (presumably 

pre-existing) frogs out of the water. In contrast, God creates the lice. Only the creator of the 

universe, according to the rabbis, can create something new. These unreplicable plagues 

persuade Pharaoh and his people of God’s power and build faith in God among the people of 

Israel.”4 

 

“The number ten is a significant number in biblical numerology. It represents a fullness of 

quantity. Ten Egyptian Plagues Means Completely Plagued. Just as the "Ten Commandments" 

become symbolic of the fullness of the moral law of God, the ten ancient plagues of Egypt 

represent the fullness of God's expression of justice and judgments, upon those who refuse to 

repent. Ten times God, through Moses, allows Pharaoh to change his mind, repent, and turn to 

the one true God, each time increasing the severity of the consequence of the plagues suffered 

for disobedience to His request. Ten times Pharaoh, because of pride, refuses to be taught by the 



 

Lord, and receives "judgments" through the plagues, pronounced upon his head from Moses, 

the deliverer.”5 

 

We think the intent is to convince, but we find just the opposite. This does not make sense. 

 

II. The Hardening of the Heart 

 

HARDEN? 
“The Same Sun that Melts the Butter, Hardens the Clay.” 
 
Luke 16: 27-31 
27 And he said, “Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father's house-- 28 for I have five brothers--in 
order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.” 29 But Abraham said, 
“They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.” 30 But he said, “No, father Abraham, but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent!” 31 But he said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.” 

 
The word “harden” occurs 33x in Pentateuch. It is found 16x in Exodus. And only in Exodus 
is the word translated “harden.” 
 

Although there is a summary statement in Exodus 4:21 and 7:3, 4, the first five plagues describe 

Pharaoh’s heart as hard (7:13, 22; 8:19; 9:35). The second five plagues describe God as hardening 

Pharaoh’s heart (10:20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17). 

 

When the Bible speaks of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart, we should not assume the heart of 

Pharaoh was soft or pliable or willing and God took that heart and made it hard. Pharaoh’s heart 

started hard and unyielding and God allowed or caused it to remain as such. Only God can 

cause a hard heart to become soft and responsive to His calling. Pharaoh was unwilling and 

unyielding to God’s initiation. And God allowed Pharaoh to remain as he was. 

 
Rev. 16:9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  

 
Rev. 16:11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds. 

 
Rev. 16:21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe. 

 

Rather than repent, the people still existed in unbelief. Thus, signs and wonders do not convince. 
 

 Rev. 2:21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her 

into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 

 

 Rev. 9:20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of 

their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and 

of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 



 

 

 Rev. 9:21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 

thefts. 

 

 Rev. 16:9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power 

over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  

 

 Rev. 16:11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of 

their deeds. 

 

 Rev. 16:21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, *came down from heaven upon men; 

and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague *was extremely severe. 

 

What is said of Pharaoh is also said of Israel (15-18; Cf. Heb. 3:7, 8; 4:7)! 
This story and Book say what the entire Scripture says, “You Can’t, But God Can, and Jesus 
Did!” 
 

The Bible stresses an idea that GOD controls SALVATION. 
 

 Acts 5:31 He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance 

to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

 

 Acts 11:18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has granted 

to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.” 

 

 2 Timothy 2:25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 

repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 

 

 Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing 

that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

 

 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 

The logic question one would ask themselves is captured in Matthew 19. 

 
Matt. 19: 25, 26 
25 When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be saved?“ 26 And 

looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

 

 “Romans 9 is the lengthiest reference Paul makes to Exodus in the New Testament. Many point 

to this chapter to say that God was ultimately behind the evil of Pharaoh from the beginning. 

Romans 9:18 says, ‘Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and He hardens whom He wills.’ 

Paul sees in Pharaoh’s hard heart, a pattern that was again at work in his own day, namely the 

rejection of Jesus the Messiah by many of his own, Jewish, people. In this passage, Paul is not 

offering a commentary on the complicated theme of Pharaoh’s hard heart, nor is he claiming 

that God alone was responsible. He is summarizing the main point of the Exodus story’s 



 

diagnosis of Pharaoh’s evil (God’s purpose to bless cannot be thwarted by heinous human evil), 

and applying it to an apparent tragedy in his own day. Jesus’ execution was actually part of 

God’s plan to bring blessing to all the nations. It is Paul’s exploration of God’s justice and mercy. 

The fact that God can steer evil towards his purposes does not mean he engineered it. Pharaoh 

is responsible for his own evil, just as Joseph’s brothers were. However, there is no force of 

human evil that can resist God’s purpose to bring salvation and blessing to all nations.”6 

 

III. Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD (Exod. 14:13) 
 
y@shuw`ah [feminine passive participle] 
occurs four times in the Pentateuch 
 

 Gen. 49:18 I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD. 
 

 Exod. 14:13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, 
which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no 
more forever.  

 

 Exod. 15:2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will 
prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him. 

 

 Deut. 32:15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered 
with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 

 
Y@shuw`ah (Exodus 14:13 N) 
Yasha` (Exodus 14:30 V) 

| 
Y@howshuwa` JOSHUA 

| 
Yeshua  JESUS (Matt. 1:20) 

 
Jesus comes from the same family of words as those found in Exodus. 
 
“Or ‘victory’ (NAB) or ‘deliverance’ (NIV, NRSV).”7 
 
A sister word is yasha`, to be open, to be free, to be safe 

o Exod. 2:17 And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, 
and watered their flock. 
 

 Exod. 14:30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 

 Num. 10:9 And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an 
alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved 
from your enemies. 

 Deut. 20:4 For the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save 
you. 

o Deut. 22:27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to 
save her. 



 

o Deut. 28:29 And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not 
prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall 
save thee. 

o Deut. 28:31 Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall 
be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be 
given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.  

 Deut. 33:29 Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy 
help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou 
shalt tread upon their high places.  

 Matt. 1:21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins." 

 
SIGNS AND WONDERS 
The Exodus – Deconstruction – And Pharaoh’s heart stayed hardened 
Jesus – Reconstruction – John 20:29-31 
The Tribulation – Deconstruction – Revelation 16:9, 11, 21 
There is a parallel pattern between the Exodus and the Ministry of John and Jesus. 
 

 7 SIGNS | JESUS 
John 20:29-31 
29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they 
who did not see, and yet believed." 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed 
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name. 

 
THE EMPHASIS: 

Through signs and wonders God is reclaiming what is rightfully His. Will you accept Jesus as 

Lord and that God has raised Him from the dead? 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

 When God works to reclaim what is rightfully His as Creator and Redeemer, it will be 
through SIGNS and WONDERS. 

 What is God doing right now? He is reclaiming what is rightfully His as Creator and 
Redeemer. 

 Do not think for one minute that you may do as you wish. Humble yourself under the 
mighty hand of God and accept His gift while it is still called “Today” (Heb. 3:7, 8; 4:7). 

 Finally, SALVATION is of the LORD | JESUS. 
Romans 10: 9-11 
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT 
BE DISAPPOINTED." 

 



 

 

1 https://bibleproject.com/blog/pharaohs-heart-grew-harder/  
2 https://www.gotquestions.org/ten-plagues-Egypt.html  
3 https://www.gotquestions.org/ten-plagues-Egypt.html 
4 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-ten-plagues/  
5 http://www.stat.rice.edu/~dobelman/Dinotech/10_Eqyptian_gods_10_Plagues.pdf  
6 https://bibleproject.com/blog/pharaohs-heart-grew-harder/  
7 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+14  

                                                           


