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THE BOOK OF EXODUS | Exodus 6:1-9 

 
Date:    July 26, 2020 
Title: “I AM YHWH, the One who keeps His Word”  
Text: Exodus 6:1-9 [5:1-7:7] 
 
Theme:   God promises to provide a KING [MEDIATOR | SEED] who will 1) rescue [deliver] 

His people by 2) destroying His enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place 

of rest [LAND]  

 

YHWH is a covenant keeping God who cares for His people and is committed to His vision and 

mission. 

 

Introduction: 

What is in a Name? Shakespeare; Romeo and Juliet (2.2.38-49) 
 

How significant is this NAME?  

 
 Gen. 4:26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to 

call upon the name of the LORD.  

 

 Gen. 12:8 Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of 

the LORD. 

 

 Gen. 21:33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the 

everlasting God. 

 

 1 Kings 18:24, 36, 37 
24 "Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD, and the God who 

answers by fire, He is God." And all the people said, "That is a good idea." . . . 36 At the time of the offering 

of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, "O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and I have done all these 

things at Your word. 37 "Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You, O LORD, 

are God, and that You have turned their heart back again." 

 
Names matter. 

 

The NAME 

Tetragrammaton 

“Consisting of Four Consonants” 

 

There is a name and it is to this name we rush, accept, and rest in. Under the first testament that 

name is YHWH, and in the new covenant it is JESUS. Now, let us consider this idea. 
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It is impossible not to feel the emotional rollercoaster the Jewish people are riding as their hope 

climbs in anticipation and then plummets in disappointment and despair. Their confidence, 

however, cannot be built on what they hope to see happen, but what God promises will happen. 

God shows Himself to be . . .  

 

“I AM YHWH, the One who keeps His Word” 

EXODUS 6:1-9 
 

 

 

 

One of the dangers facing us in our study is to see their experience as our experience. Our 

problem in seeking solutions to our situations is normalizing their experience and making it 

ours. This passage has a primary intent. That “intent” is the Holy Spirit’s Word to us. 
 

Listen carefully, as it relates to God completing the SEED PROMISE and fulfilling the BLOOD 

PICTURE, “Who He Is,” Is More Important Than “Who You Are.” 
 

Again, this Word is the Holy Spirit’s Word to us and for us today. What God has promised He 

will fulfill and complete. Now let us consider our passage. 
 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 

Chapter 5 - Pharaoh's displeasure; He increases the tasks of the Israelites (vv. 1-9); The sufferings 

of the Israelites; Moses' complaint to God. (vv. 10-23) 

Chapter 6 - God renews his promise thereby comforting Moses (vv. 1-9); Moses and Aaron again 

sent to Pharaoh (vv. 10-13); The parentage of Moses and Aaron (vv. 14-30); Moses complains  

(v. 30). 

Chapter 7 - Moses and Aaron encouraged. (vv. 1-7) The rods turned into serpents, Pharaoh's 

heart is hardened. (vv. 8-13) The river is turned into blood, The distress of the Egyptians. (vv. 

14-25) 
 

The stages of the story show an up and down pattern and God faithfully showing Himself to be 

one who keeps His word. 
 

6:1; 2-9; 10-13 
 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Moses has approached Pharaoh. It did not go the way Moses was hoping. Rather than getting 

easier, it got harder. Pharaoh increases the suffering of the Jewish people. The Jewish people 

Them / Then 
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complain to Moses and Moses complains to God (Chap. 5). In Chapter 6, God assures Moses 

that He is the promise keeping God. 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

I. The Rebuttal - The Promise to Deliver – the Prologue - Now You Shall See What I Will 

Do (v. 1) 

 
 1 But the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will 

send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.” 

 

You SAID! (5:23) 
“You Have Not Delivered Us!” 
The Accusation 
The Frustration 
The Response - Now you shall see what I will do (6:1) 
 
6:30 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen 
to me?” 
[4:10; 6:12] 
The Response - 7:1 And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, 
and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.  
 

Exodus 6:1 picks up from 5. 

 

“By a strong hand: by God’s hand or Pharaoh’s hand? The Hebrew is ambiguous; although it 

may be an allusion to God’s hand of 3:19–20, both interpretations are possible.”1 

 

Regardless of whose “earthly” hand moves, God is the strong arm behind all earthly powers. 

 

“Moses’ complaint was that God delayed, and ‘was slack as concerning His promise.’ Hitherto 

He had not ‘delivered His people at all.’ The answer, ‘Now shalt thou see,’ is an assurance that 

there will be no more delay; the work is just about to begin, and Moses will behold it. He will 

then cease to doubt.”2 

 

“The expression ‘I will do to Pharaoh’ always refers to the plagues. God would first show his 

sovereignty over Pharaoh before defeating him.”3 

 

“In Exod 3:20 God has summarized what his hand would do in Egypt, and that is probably what 

is intended here, as he promises that Moses will see what God will do. All Egypt ultimately 

desired that Israel be released (12:33), and when they were released Pharaoh pursued them to 

the sea, and so in a sense drove them out—whether that was his intention or not. But ultimately 

it was God’s power that was the real force behind it all.”4 
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And the LORD Said: in 44 references this statement is made in the Book of Exodus. 

 

II. The Reminder - The Power behind the Promise - God Spoke to Moses (Vv. 2-8) 

 

A. Who I AM - God’s increasing disclosure of Himself (vv.2-5; Cf. 3:1ff) 

 
 Ex 6:2 And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD:  

 Ex 6:6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched 

out arm, and with great judgments: 

 Ex 6:7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the 

LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

 Ex 6:8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 

Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.  

 Ex 6:29 That the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I am the LORD: speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt 

all that I say unto thee. 

 Ex 7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and 

bring out the children of Israel from among them. 

 Ex 7:17 Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will smite with the rod 

that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. 

 Ex 8:22 And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies 

shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. 

 Ex 10:2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I have wrought 

in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD. 

 Ex 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  

 Ex 14:4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon 

Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. 

 Ex 14:18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, 

upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

 Ex 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which 

is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of 

these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 

 Ex 16:12 I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall 

eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your 

God. 

 Ex 20:2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

bondage.  

 Ex 29:46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of the land of 

Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God. 

 Ex 31:13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign 

between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth 

sanctify you. 
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 Exodus 6:2-5 
2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as 

God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 4 I also established my 

covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5 Moreover, 

I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have 

remembered my covenant. 

 

1. I Appeared (V. 3) 

 

“The announcement ‘I am the Lord’ (Heb ‘Yahweh’) draws in the preceding revelation in Exod 

3:15. In that place God called Moses to this task and explained the significance of the name 

‘Yahweh’ by the enigmatic expression ‘I am that I am.’ ‘I am’ (ֶאְהֶיה, ʾehyeh) is not a name; 

‘Yahweh’ is. But the explanation of the name with this sentence indicates that Yahweh is the one 

who is always there, and that guarantees the future, for everything he does is consistent with 

his nature. He is eternal, never changing; he remains. Now, in Exodus 6, the meaning of the 

name ‘Yahweh’ will be more fully unfolded.”5 

 

“Heb ‘Yahweh,’ traditionally rendered in English as ‘the Lord.’ The phrase has been placed in 

quotation marks in the translation to indicate it represents the tetragrammaton.”6 

 

“There are a number of important issues that need clarification in the interpretation of this 

section. 

First, it is important to note that ‘I am Yahweh’ is not a new revelation of a previously unknown 

name. It would be introduced differently if it were. This is the identification of the covenant God 

as the one calling Moses—that would be proof for the people that their God had called him.  

Second, the title ‘El Shadday’ is not a name, but a title. It is true that in the patriarchal accounts 

‘El Shadday’ is used six times; in Job it is used thirty times. Many conclude that it does reflect 

the idea of might or power. In some of those passages that reveal God as ‘El Shadday,’ the name 

‘Yahweh’ was also used.  

Third, the texts of Genesis show that Yahweh had appeared to the patriarchs (Gen 12:1; 17:1; 

18:1; 26:2; 26:24; 26:12; 35:1; 48:3), and that he spoke to each one of them (Gen 12:7; 15:1; 26:2; 

28:13; 31:3). The name ‘Yahweh’ occurs 162 times in Genesis, 34 of those times on the lips of 

speakers in Genesis (W. C. Kaiser, Jr., ‘Exodus,’ EBC 2:340-41). They also made proclamation of 

Yahweh by name (4:26; 12:8), and they named places with the name (22:14). These passages 

should not be ignored or passed off as later interpretation.  

Fourth, ‘Yahweh’ is revealed as the God of power, the sovereign God, who was true to his word 

and could be believed. He would do as he said (Num 23:19; 14:35; Exod 12:25; 22:24; 24:14; 36:36; 

37:14).  

Fifth, there is a difference between promise and fulfillment in the way revelation is 

apprehended. The patriarchs were individuals who received the promises but without the fulfillment. 

The fulfillment could only come after the Israelites became a nation. Now, in Egypt, they are 
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ready to become that promised nation. The two periods were not distinguished by not having 

and by having the name, but by two ways God revealed the significance of his name. ‘I am 

Yahweh’ to the patriarchs indicated that he was the absolute, almighty, eternal God. The 

patriarchs were individuals sojourning in the land. God appeared to them in the significance of 

El Shadday. That was not his name. So Gen 17:1 says that ‘Yahweh appeared…and said, ‘I am 

El Shadday.’’ See also Gen 35:11; 48:2; 28:3.  

Sixth, the verb ‘to know’ is never used to introduce a name which had never been known or 

experienced. The Niphal and Hiphil of the verb are used only to describe the recognition of the 

overtones or significance of the name (see Jer 16:21, Isa 52:6; Ps 83:17ff; 1 Kgs 8:41ff. [people will 

know his name when prayers are answered]). For someone to say that he knew Yahweh meant that 

Yahweh had been experienced or recognized (see Exod 33:6; 1 Kgs 18:36; Jer 28:9; Ps 76:2).  

Seventh, ‘Yahweh’ is not one of God’s names—it is his only name. Other titles, like ‘El Shadday,’ are 

not strictly names but means of revealing Yahweh. All the revelations to the patriarchs could 

not compare to this one, because God was now dealing with the nation. He would make his 

name known to them through his deeds (see Ezek 20:5). So now they will ‘know’ the ‘name.’ The 

verb ָיַדע (yadaʿ) means more than ‘aware of, be knowledgeable about’; it means ‘to experience’ the reality 

of the revelation by that name. This harmonizes with the usage of ֵׁשם (shem), ‘name,’ which 

encompasses all the attributes and actions of God. It is not simply a reference to a title, but to 

the way that God revealed himself—God gave meaning to his name through his acts. God is not 

saying that he had not revealed a name to the patriarchs (that would have used the Hiphil of the verb). 

Rather, he is saying that the patriarchs did not experience what the name Yahweh actually meant, and 

they could not without seeing it fulfilled. When Moses came to the elders, he identified his call as 

from Yahweh, the God of the fathers—and they accepted him. They knew the name. But, when they 

were delivered from bondage, then they fully knew by experience what that name meant, for his promises 

were fulfilled. U. Cassuto (Exodus, 79) paraphrases it this way: ‘I revealed Myself to Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob in My aspect that finds expression in the name Shaddai…I was not known to 

them, that is, it was not given to them to recognize Me as One that fulfils his promises.’ This 

generation was about to ‘know’ the name that their ancestors knew and used, but never 

experienced with the fulfillment of the promises. This section of Exodus confirms this 

interpretation, because in it God promised to bring them out of Egypt and give them the 

promised land—then they would know that he is Yahweh (6:7). This meaning should have been 

evident from its repetition to the Egyptians throughout the plagues—that they might know 

Yahweh (e.g., 7:5).”7 

 

The Hebrew words Elohim and Adonai are applied to something other than the true and living 

God. There is, however, one name that is unique to the God of the Bible. This name is YHWH  

[and only one other person will claim such a name] 

You will  
KNOW [YADA] 
That I am the 
LORD [YHWH] 
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 Ex 5:2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the 

LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 

 Ex 6:3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by 

my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 

 Ex 6:7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the 

LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

 Ex 7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, 

and bring out the children of Israel from among them. 

 Ex 7:17 Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will smite with the 

rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. 

 

God’s desire and design is for the NATIONS to KNOW His NAME, YHWH. 

 

2. I Established My Covenant (V. 4) 

 

“The statement refers to the making of the covenant with Abraham (Gen 15 and following) and 

confirming it with the other patriarchs. The verb ֲהִקֹמִתי (haqimoti) means “set up, establish, give 

effect to, conclude” a covenant agreement. The covenant promised the patriarchs a great nation, 

a land—Canaan, and divine blessing. They lived with those promises, but now their 

descendants were in bondage in Egypt. God’s reference to the covenant here is meant to show 

the new revelation through redemption will start to fulfill the promises and show what the 

reality of the name Yahweh is to them.”8 

 

The word for establish occurs 19 times in Exodus. 17 of those 19 occurrences speak of rising up. 

This covenant God made with Abraham, He caused to “rise up” before him. It became this 

strong tower, this refuge, this lighthouse placed for them to protect, to comfort, and to guide. In 

the name YHWH, God will fulfill this imagery for the Nation and Nations. 

 

3. I Have Heard (V. 5a) 

 

“5. and I also. The pronoun is emphatic,—I, the same who gave the promise of v. 4.”9 

 

God is always seeing, hearing, and knowing. When we think we are invisible, and mute, and 

unidentified, God sees us, He hears us, and He knows us. I “grew up” thinking the idea of God 

seeing me, and hearing me, and knowing me taught as a frightening thing. “O be careful little 

hands what you do, for the Father up above is looking down in love, so be careful little hands 

what you do.” God’s knowledge of me is read as a threatening thing. But God seeing, hearing, 

and knowing isn’t frightening, but comforting. The Shepherd’s rod and staff in Psalm 23 isn’t a 

threat but a comfort. 

 
 Ex 2:24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, 

and with Jacob. 

 Ex 3:7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 

heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 
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 Ex 4:31 And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, 

and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

 Ex 6:5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; 

and I have remembered my covenant. 

 Ex 16:12 I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall 

eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God. 

 Ex 22:23 If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; 

 Ex 22:27 For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come 

to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious. 

 

The entire idea of God revealing Himself as YHWH as the God who “cuts covenant” and 

faithfully keeps His covenant is implicitly relational. Let us remember this covenant is a ROYAL 

GIFT COVENANT. God will do what He has promised. The fulfillment of or keeping of this 

covenant isn’t conditional or conditioned on the recipient’s behavior. 

 

4. I Remembered My Covenant (V. 5b) 

 

B. What I Will Do - God’s continuing faithfulness to His People (vv. 6-8) 

 
 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of 

the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 

and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall 

know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I 

will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for 

a possession. I am the LORD.’” 

 

What God has done for their Fathers in promise, He would now do for them in power. 

 

1. I Will Bring You Out (V. 6) 

 

2. I Will Deliver You 

 

3. I Will Redeem You 

 

“I will redeem you.—The idea of God purchasing, or redeeming, Israel is here brought forward 

for the first time. Later on we learn that the redemption was accomplished in a twofold way—

(1) by the long series of wonders, culminating in the tenth plague, whereby they were taken out 

of Pharaoh’s hand, and ceased to be his slaves, becoming instead the servants of God; and (2) 

by being led through the Red Sea, and thus delivered, one and all, from impending death, and 

so purchased anew. (See Exodus 15:13-16.) The delivery from Pharaoh typified our deliverance 

from the power of Satan; the bringing forth from Egypt our deliverance from the power of sin.”10 

 

This Hebrew word ga'al, occurs in the following three passages in Genesis and Exodus. 
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 Ge 48:16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, 

and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the 

earth. {grow: Heb. as fishes do increase} 

 Ex 6:6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched 

out arm, and with great judgments: 

 Ex 15:13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in 

thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

 

“The proper sense of the Heb. gâ’al is to resume a claim or right which has lapsed, to reclaim, 

re-vindicate: it is thus used Leviticus 25:25 ff. of the ‘redemption’ of a house or field, after it has 

been sold (cf. Jeremiah 32:7-8), and in the expression, the ‘avenger (gô’çl) of blood,’ properly the 

one who vindicates the rights of a murdered man: it is also often used metaphorically of 

deliverance from oppression, trouble, death, &c., as here, Exodus 15:13, Genesis 48:16, Hosea 

13:14, Psalm 103:4, and especially in II Isaiah, of Yahweh’s reclaiming His people from exile in 

Babylon, Isaiah 41:14; Isaiah 43:1, &c. On the syn. pâdâh, see on Exodus 13:13.”11 

 

Let us remember that there is approximately a 500 year time gap between Abraham in Genesis 

12 and Exodus 1. They have now been in Egypt for about 430 years. That is a very long time for 

a promise to go unfulfilled. 

 

4. I Will Take You (V. 7) 

 

i. The Nation 

 

“These covenant promises are being reiterated here because they are about to be fulfilled. They 

are addressed to the nation, not individuals, as the plural suffixes show. Yahweh was their God 

already, because they had been praying to him and he is acting on their behalf. When they enter 

into covenant with God at Sinai, then he will be the God of Israel in a new way (19:4-6; cf. Gen 

17:7-8; 28:20-22; Lev 26:11-12; Jer 24:7; Ezek 11:17-20).”12 

 

ii. The Nations 

 

“I will take you to me for a people.—Comp. Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 7:6. The selection of 

Israel as a “peculiar people” did not involve the abandonment of all other nations, as we see by 

the instances of Balaam, Ruth, Job, Nebuchadnezzar, Darius the Mede, Cyrus, and others. God 

always continued to “govern all the nations upon the earth” (Psalm 67:4); and “in every nation 

those that feared him and worked righteousness” were accepted with him (Acts 10:35). The 

centurion of the Gospels (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:2-10) and Cornelius in the Acts (Acts 10:1-33) 

carry the same principle into Gospel times.”13 
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The outcome of God’s redemption is so that the nation might know Him as YHWH. This is God’s 

Vision for the entire earth and its inhabitants to know Him. This pervasive and all-consuming 

knowledge of who God is and what He has done. 

 

“and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God; by the promises fulfilled, the favors granted, 

and the deliverances wrought for them:”14 

 

5. I Have Brought You Out From | I Will Bring You Into (V. 8) 

 

I do not wish to read into a text something that is not meant by the text. Nonetheless, the idea 

that God doesn’t simply get us out, but He also brings us in. He not only saves us from sin and 

death, but also for joy and glory. 

 

6. I Will Give It To You 

 

“Here is the twofold aspect again clearly depicted: God swore the promise to the patriarchs, but 

he is about to give what he promised to this generation. This generation will know more about 

him as a result.”15 

 

“I am Yahweh] a solemn [asseverate | emphatic] formula, closing a Divine utterance. It occurs 

with remarkable frequency in the ‘Law of Holiness’ (Leviticus 17-26), as Leviticus 18:5; Leviticus 

18:21; Leviticus 19:12; Leviticus 19:14; Leviticus 19:16; Leviticus 19:18, &c.; sometimes also 

elsewhere in P, Exodus 12:12; Exodus 29:46 (with the addition of ‘their God’), Numbers 3:13; 

Numbers 3:41; Numbers 3:45.”16 

 

III. The Response - The Pain behind the Problem - Israel Did Not Listen (V. 9) 

 
 9 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit 

and harsh slavery. 

 

Their basic response was, “Whatever.” They gave up. Remember, decades have passed and 

generations have been cut down and stacked like logs making up a chord of wood only to be 

burned in the furnace of affliction. God gave a promise to provide a king who would rescue His 

people, destroy His enemies, and restore them to the place of rest so that they would dwell with 

Him forever for their joy. That promise was given “centuries” earlier and still had not been 

fulfilled. Their response is understandable. 

 

What they knew and “felt” is equally true for us today. We are believing a promise given 

centuries earlier that our king would return to rescue us, destroy the enemy, and restore us to 

the place of rest so that we would dwell with Him forever for our joy (John 14:1-5). God’s 

patience and longsuffering should not be judged by us as indifference or a failure to fulfill 

promises. We are to persevere and continue in hope. 
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“The final part of this section focuses on instructions for Moses. The commission from God is 

the same—he is to speak to Pharaoh and he is to lead Israel out. It should have been clear to him 

that God would do this, for he had just been reminded how God was going to lead out, deliver, 

redeem, take the people as his people, and give them land. It was God’s work of love from 

beginning to end. Moses simply had his task to perform.”17 

 

“The second message was received in quite a different spirit from the first. Then “the people 

believed, and bowed their knees and worshipped” (Exodus 4:31). Now they could not even be 

induced to listen. But there is nothing strange in this. The reason is obvious. The first 

announcement of coming deliverance elated them with a hope to which they had been long 

strangers. Their spirits sprang to the message, and readily accepted it. But now they had been 

chilled by disappointment. The only result of their leader’s interference hitherto had been to 

increase their misery (Exodus 4:7-23). They had therefore lost heart, and could trust him no 

longer.”18 

 

We need to be careful when we pre-judge someone’s response. We have no idea what lies behind 

it. Rather than be offended by an initial response or the way in which someone speaks, listen 

and hear their broken spirit and their harsh slavery. 

 

It is easier to judge someone prematurely than to come alongside and bear their burden (Gal. 

6:1-5). 

 

A. Because Of Their Broken Spirit 

 

“The Hebrew רּוחַ  ִמֹּקֶּצר  (miqqotser ruakh) means “because of the shortness of spirit.” This means 

that they were discouraged, dispirited, and weary—although some have also suggested it might 

mean impatient. The Israelites were now just not in the frame of mind to listen to Moses.”19 

 

“Anguish of spirit.—Heb., shortness of breath. (Comp. Job 21:4.) The expression points to 
extreme lassitude and depression.”20 
 

Used only here in the Hebrew Scripture. 

 

B. Because Of Their Harsh Slavery 

 
We have read of this enslavement in chapters 1, 2, and 3. 
 
“The Samaritan version adds: "And they said to him, Let us alone, and let us serve the Egyptians; 
for it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than die in a wilderness," an addition which receives 
some support from Exodus 14:12.”21 
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Have you or someone you know heard the good news of Jesus, accepted Him, got excited, and 
then the life you hoped would happen didn’t? Have you ever wondered if the gospel actually 
does make a difference? Have you ever been told you can live the victorious Christian life only 
to limp along in defeat and discouragement? Have you ever been told you can get better if you 
only try harder? Have you ever been told that your difficulty is because of some indwelling, 
hidden, unconfessed sin that you need to uncover and be rid of? 
 
Friend, God has taken you out of the place of sin and death and He is bringing you into the land 
of joy and glory. Between that point and the one to come is a life of temptation and victory, 
struggle and joy, failure and contentment. Do not evaluate your current circumstances and 
present emotional trauma as the means of understanding or explaining God’s provision in 
Christ Jesus. God is more than this. Do not lose heart, do not give up, and do not despair. God 
has done it, God will do it, and God is doing it. 
 

 Prov. 15:13 A joyful heart makes a cheerful face, But when the heart is sad, the spirit is broken.  

 Prov. 17:22 A joyful heart is good medicine, But a broken spirit dries up the bones. 

 
When the “spirit” is broken, belief wavers and hope is crushed. 
 
I suspect our problem is confusing our national identity with our Christian identity and the 
two are not the same. One is EGYPT and the other is EDEN. 
We see what is happening in our country, our nation, and in our world and we bring that 
anxiety and confusion and fear into the church. And somehow, we think God is not ordering 
this, or that somehow, we can fix this if we do x, y, and z.  
We think that if we can get our person in the office, then things will be different. Let us back 
this train of thought up and go back to what the Scripture actually says. There is Eden and 
then there is Babylon/Egypt. But those two are not the same. One day all of it will be Eden, 
but today is not that day.  
 
Now, let us revisit who else identified as, I AM. 
 

 John 8:58, 59 
58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 59 So they picked up stones 
to throw at him . . . 

 
Jesus is I AM / YHWH 
 

 Mt 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 

from their sins. {JESUS: that is, Saviour, Heb} 

 Mt 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. {they...: or, his name shall be called} 

 Mt 1:25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

 Mt 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

 Mt 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 

have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

 Mt 12:21 And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 
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 Ac 2:21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 Ac 3:6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 

 Ac 3:16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, 

the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 

 Ac 4:7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye 

done this? 

 Ac 4:10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you 

whole. 

 Ac 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among 

men, whereby we must be saved. 

 Ac 4:17 But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak 

henceforth to no man in this name. 

 Ac 4:18 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 

 Ac 5:40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded 

that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

 Ac 5:41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for his name. 

 
 Phil. 2:9-11 

9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 
Primary thoughts 
1. Who God Is, Is More Important Than Who You Are. 
2. In your struggles, in your fears of the unknown, in your weakness and inability, change 

your perspective. 
3. In your darkest moments, God remembers, He sees you, He hears you, and He knows you. 

If you find yourself incredulous at your unchanging circumstances, look to God’s Story.  
4. He’s got this and knows exactly what He is doing and where He is going. Learn to rest in 

Him and His power.  
 
Secondary thoughts 
1. What they wanted and what they needed were two different things. 
2. God’s timing and our schedules do not align.  We are always trying to “fit” God into our 

daily schedules, when He expects from us is for Him to be our schedule. Thus, laws, 
tabernacle, feast days, etc. 

3. He asks us to trust Him that He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
4. He asks us to believe that all things do work together for our good and His glory.  
5. Let us Pray 
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BENEDICTION 
 
1 Thess. 5:23-25 
23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 
complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will 
bring it to pass. 25 Brethren, pray for us. 
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