
 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS | Introduction 
 

Date:    July 12, 2020 
Title: God Remembered His Covenant - An Introduction to the Book of Exodus 
Text: Misc. 
Theme:   God promises to provide a KING [MEDIATOR | SEED] who will 1) rescue [deliver] 

His people by 2) destroying His enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place 

of rest [LAND]  

 

“GOD REMEMBERED HIS COVENANT” 

EXODUS 2:23-25 

 

I would like to address the idea of God remembering prior to us jumping into our passage. To 

remember presupposes that something or someone was forgotten. How are we to understand 

the idea that “God remembered His Covenant?” 

 

There are three thoughts answering this question. 

 First, the nature of language [anthropomorphism; metaphor] 

 

“Anthropomorphism is a phrase employed to designate any view of God’s nature which 

conceives of him as possessing or exercising any attributes common to him with mankind.”1  

 

 Second, God’s immensity 

 

“The entire indivisible essence of God is at every moment of time contemporaneously present 

to every point of infinite space.”2 

 

“The acts of God are never past, present, or future as respects God himself, but only in respect 

to the objects and effects of his acts in the creature.”3 

 

 Third, God’s knowledge  

 

“It is total and simultaneous, not successive. It is one single, indivisible act of intuition, 

beholding all things in themselves, their relations and successions, as ever present.”4 

 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

Them / Then 
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Literary - At the beginning of the book of Exodus, both the literary and historical contexts are 
interwoven to set the stage for the unfolding drama before us. In Exodus 1:1-7, the nation of 
Israel (descendants of Jacob) have multiplied exceedingly and filled the land of Egypt. This 
growth is a "hyperlink" that triggers the reader to remember Genesis 1 (be fruitful and multiply), 
Genesis 12 (make of you a great nation), and Genesis 15 (number the stars...so shall your offspring be). 
 
Tying us Back to Genesis – (1:1-7 [Israel Increases Greatly in Egypt]) – The Theological 
Context 
 

A. The Twelve Sons | The Joseph Story (1:1-6) 
 

B. “Be Fruitful and Multiple” (v. 7) 
 
Everything about this book pushes us to connect it to the Book of Genesis. The author is 
forcefully tying us to Genesis. The words “fruitful” and “multiply” in Exodus 1:7 are the same 
words in Genesis 1:28. It is the same vocabulary given to Noah in Genesis 9:1 and 7. The word 
“abundant” in Genesis 9:7 is the same found in Exodus 1:7. It is the language of promise. 
 
Notice the word “multiply” in chapter 1:7, 10, 12, and 20. Notice the intercession of Moses in 
Exodus 32:13. 
 

 Ex 1:7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed 
exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. 

 Ex 1:10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there 
falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the 
land. 

 Ex 1:12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved 
because of the children of Israel.  

 Ex 1:20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very 
mighty. 

 Ex 32:13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 

 
The idea that Israel is “multiplying” is the vocabulary of the Seed Promise. 
 
A new king arose in Egypt who had no connection with Joseph and only saw this rising nation 
of Israel as a threat to his own people. This Pharaoh's fear increased in proportion to the 
population spike of Israel driving him to implement a "3 phase plan" to control this subculture 
within his borders. Phase One (1:8-14) begins with oppression and slavery. Phase Two (1:15-21) 
escalates to tactical abortion. Phase Three (1:22) climaxes in outright infanticide. A leader is born 
amidst this backdrop whom God will use to carry out his purposes.  
 
Approximately 40 years later, this leader finds himself back in Pharaoh's court demanding the 
release of the enslaved Hebrews in order to pilgrimage into the wilderness to worship their 
monotheistic God. As this leader serves as an ambassador for the Hebrew nation, the 
negotiations only intensify the existing conditions of the enslaved nation. Tensions rise as the 
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ambassador experiences a severe drop in approval ratings from the nation he represents in 
proportion to their acute circumstances. The delegation is on the frontend of an intense series of 
negotiations about to severely cripple a nation. 
 

• God Remembers His People (1:1-2:25) 
 

Let us begin by remembering the Story as to why God created us in the first place. God created 
us so that we would know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit and this joy is only known and experienced in His presence. 
 
The Covenant God gave to Adam and Eve is a ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. God is gifting them 
with a mediator, a redeemer. This mediator will come from the WOMAN’S SEED (Gen. 3:15) 
and provide a substitutionary, voluntary blood sacrifice (Gen. 3:21) that will efficaciously restore 
them into His presence for their joy. 
 
The presence of God equals blessing and joy. The absence of God equals cursing and despair. 
 

• God Redeems His People (4:18-15:21) 
 

Their “redemption” from Egypt is part of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT and not part of a 
VASSAL TREATY. 
 

• God Sustains His People (15-18)  
 

• God Instructs His People (19:1-40:38) 
 

This covenant between God and the Nation of Israel is a VASSAL TREATY. There are 
stipulations for the benefit or cursing of either compliance or non-compliance. It is a cause and 
effect TREATY. 
 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 
Historical - The historical context reaches back 500 years to the patriarch of this nation, 
Abraham. YHWH singles out this man as the start of the long journey in fulfilling the purposes 
and plans he has to redeem the race of man and restore the relationship that was broken by sin. 
The covenant YHWH makes with Abraham (a royal gift covenant) promises that he will be the 
patriarch of a great nation that YHWH will use to become a blessing to all the nations. This will 
culminate in the gift of his one and only Son who will fulfill the promise made in Genesis 3:15 
as the serpent crusher (seed promise) by becoming the sacrificial substitute foreshadowed in 
Genesis 3:21 (blood picture [cf. Gen. 22]).  
 

Biblical - God remembered the covenant he made with Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17, and 22), 
Isaac (Genesis 21:12, 26:1-5), and Jacob (Genesis 25:19-23; 27; 32:22-32; 35:1-15). God reveals 
himself and his purposes to Abraham (Genesis 15:12-16). As Moses and Aaron revealed to the 
nation of Israel God's purposes and presence (i.e. name/character), their response was the same 
as Abraham's - they believed (Exodus 4:31; cf. Genesis 15:6). 
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THE STRUCTURE: 

 
Summary Statement - God Hears Israel's Groaning (2:23-25) 
 

 23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery 
and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, 
and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of 
Israel—and God knew. 

 
This same summary statement makes up God’s commissioning of Moses in 3:7-12.  
 

I. The King of Egypt Died (2:23a; see also 1:8) 

 

This king is the one noted in 1:8. The Pharaoh of Moses is unknown to us. 

 

Pharaoh Oppresses Israel – The Historical Context (1:8-22) 
 
Pharaoh’s Ignorance (1:8-10) 
 

“The relative clause comes last in the verse in Hebrew. It simply clarifies that the new king had 
no knowledge about Joseph. It also introduces a major theme in the early portion of Exodus, as 
a later Pharaoh will claim not to know who Yahweh is. The Lord, however, will work to make 
sure that Pharaoh and all Egypt will know that he is the true God.”5 

 
This idea of knowing God is part of God’s cosmic vision | mission as noted in Isaiah 11:9 and 

Habakkuk 2:14. 

 
 Isaiah 11:9  

They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD As the waters cover the sea. [It is not the same Hebrew word for “knowledge.” It is part of the 
same word family, but they share a mother and not the father.] 

 
 Hab. 2:14  

 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
[Here, the word “yada” is used.] 

 

 Numbers 14:19-23 
19 "Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as 
You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now." 20  So the LORD said, "I have pardoned 
them according to your word; 21 but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the 
LORD. 22 "Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and 
in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, 23 shall 
by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. 

 

This passage is clear. The King | Pharaoh does not “know” God. 
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II. The People of Israel Cried (2:23b, 24a) 

 

Pharaoh’s Cruelty (1:11-22). 
 
All of the language, all of the vocabulary in this section is abusive, oppressive, and dark. The 
Egyptians were making merchandise of a culture by dehumanizing the people group. 
 
In verse 12, the cause and effect do not match. The consequence is a result of an ancient promise, 
the ROYAL GIFT. Notice how this section comes to an end. Notice the repetition of the word 
“more.” It does not match. It is paradoxical. The consequence is because of promise. 
 

A. 1:11 “afflict with heavy burdens” 

 

B. 1:14 “made their lives bitter” 

 

C. 1:15 “if it is a son, you shall kill him” 

 

D. 2:11 “burdens / beatings” 

 

E. 2:23-25 “groaned, slavery, cried out for help” 

 

F. 3:7, 8 “affliction, cry, sufferings” 

 
 “Verse 22 forms a fitting climax to the chapter, in which the king continually seeks to destroy 
the Israelite strength. Finally, with this decree, he throws off any subtlety and commands the 
open extermination of Hebrew males. The verse forms a transition to the next chapter, in which 
Moses is saved by Pharaoh’s own daughter. These chapters show that the king’s efforts to 
destroy the strength of Israel—so clearly a work of God—met with failure again and again. And 
that failure involved the efforts of women, whom Pharaoh did not consider a threat.”6 
 
[What is this all about? This action on Pharaoh’s part is the Serpent’s Seed working to destroy 
the Woman’s Seed. This action is to stop Genesis 3:15] Abortion, partial-abortion, infanticide, 
and the killing of children [specifically male children] is an assault of the serpent against the 
offspring of the woman.  
 
This passage does not teach us directly about abortion, partial-abortion, or infanticide. In our 
passage, a people group is doing this forcefully against another people group. Today, we are 
doing this willingly to our own selves and to our own children.  
This passage speaks directly to the Serpent’s assault against that of the woman’s. It is the 
serpent’s desire to stop the fulfillment of the Seed Promise. We see this with Cain killing Abel 
(Gen. 4), we see this with the Sons of God cohabitating with the daughters of men (Gen. 6-9), we 
see this at the tower of Babel (Gen. 11), and we see this with Judah’s fornication/incest with his 
daughter-in-law, Tamar (Gen. 38). The serpent is persistently seeking to destroy the fulfillment 
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of the SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. He is always working to 
undermine the Woman’s offspring. 
 
We see this in the destruction of the male children. 
 
Although it does not speak directly to abortion, partial-abortion, or infanticide, I do wish to 
make a short statement about the killing of the unborn and shortly-born. Once you remove this 
idea from the arena of politics, you must see both as an assault against the Word of God. Either 
God is controlling our worldview of life or we are. According to the Scripture all human life is 
sacred, is special, and is unique. Only humanity is given the right to rule creation. All of creation 
is subject to humanity’s dominion. There is no qualifier as to its sacredness. A biblical view of 
human life does not have a system of grading or a sliding scale for importance. Every human 
life bears the image of God. In the absence of this worldview, you become the center of your 
world and anything or anyone that comes in the way of your happiness is to be resisted or 
terminated. Darwinian evolution is an assault against God and results in the minimizing of life. 
Only a theo-centric, biblical creationism has the moral foundation and framework to guard and 
celebrate the sacredness of human life. In the absence of God, we will progressively justify the 
killing of babies within the womb and newly born. All the nonsense in our current culture is the 
consequence of rejecting God. 
 

Please listen.  
• Every miscarriage is a tragedy, 
• Every abortion is troubling, and  
• All infanticide is terrifying.  

 
Listen carefully to my next statement. I do not know, but I suspect that someone in our family 
of families has had an abortion. And if not you, perhaps someone you know. I am here to tell 
you that if you are a believer in Jesus Christ you need not carry any shame or guilt because of 
your past. There is regret and sorry, but you will not be condemned by God for any of your past 
sins. I am here to tell you that in Christ all of your sins have been answered for. As troubling 
and traumatic as an abortion is, if you accept Jesus as your Savior from sin and death, God the 
Father has forgiven you in Christ Jesus and you no longer need to carry the weight of shame 
and guilt. I pray today you are released from this bondage. 
 

Now let us consider God’s care for His people. 

 

III. The God of the Covenant Replied (Exod. 2:24, 25) 
 

Everything about this story tells us that God knows us. He has not forgotten us in our affliction. 

He will deliver us from our affliction. Before making this broader application, let us be clear as 

to its historical meaning. You and I in Christ become descendants of Abraham and heirs 

according to promise. God has not forgotten His promises and will fulfill every one of them. 
 

A. He heard their groaning 
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B. He remembered His covenant 

 

This is the covenant reaching all the way back to the Garden in Genesis 3:15. God promised He 

would provide a seed from the woman that would crush the serpent’s head. He also said that 

the serpent’s seed would bruise his heel. 

 

FOCUS ON THE COVENANT IN GENESIS 3:15. 

 

This story picks up that idea or theme. The SEED PROMISE Covenant [Royal Gift Covenant; we 

do nothing for its fulfillment; we only receive and believe the promise] is imagined even more 

in Genesis 12, 15, and 17 with Abraham and his descendants. God is faithful to keep His word. 

He will never break His promises. 

 

C. He saw the people 

 

D. He knew (v. 25) 

 

This is the same Hebrew word found in 1:8. This same ignorance occurs in 5:2. In calling Moses, 

God tells him that he will “know” Him as YHWH (6:3, 7). God also assures Moses that Pharaoh 

will “know” Him as YHWH (7:5, 17). Knowing God is a dominate note in the melody of Exodus. 

 

God knows you even when you seem to have forgotten Him. Even in your darkest moments, 

God is present. This is the same idea we read of in the Joseph Story (Gen. 37-50). God is working 

all these things for good (Rom. 8:28). 

 

We individualize and isolate, but your single and solitary moment is a part of a much larger and 

unified tapestry. How this all “fits” together you will see at the Bema Seat Judgment. In that 

day, God will be glorified by your singular strand and how it worked to complete a beautiful 

picture and pattern of God restoring all things to His original intent and design. 

 

 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  

 

1. God remembers - The plot of the exodus story includes a variety of fascinating characters. 

From Moses, Aaron, and even Pharaoh, to less prominent characters like Jethro and 

Miriam, they all reveal that God has a plan for each of us. 

 

2. God redeems - God’s supremacy and supernatural power are reflected throughout the 

book of Exodus. God is powerfully and efficaciously fulfilling all He promises to redeem 

His people from sin and death and for joy and glory. 

Us / Now 
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3. God sustains - One of the most important theological truths revealed in Exodus is God’s 

active involvement in our world and circumstances. God is providentially orchestrating 

the timing and sequencing of events, working in the lives of people, and using their 

experiences to accomplish his purposes. 

 

4. God instructs – God’s will for our lives is openly communicated and revealed in the 

biblical text. We need not wonder or question what God would have of us. It is clear. 

 

The Power of the Exodus 
 
The exodus―the story of God leading his chosen people out of slavery in Egypt―stands as a 
pivotal event in the Old Testament. But if you listen closely, you will hear echoes of this story of 
redemption all throughout God’s Word. Using music as a metaphor, the authors point us to the 
recurring theme of the exodus throughout the entire symphony of Scripture, shedding light on 
the Bible’s unified message of salvation and restoration that is at the heart of God’s plan for the 
world.7 
 

1 A.A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, 131. 
2 A.A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, 140. 
3 A.A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, 143. 
4 A.A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, 145. 
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+1 
6 https://netbible.org/bible/Exodus+1 
7 Echoes of Exodus: Tracing Themes of Redemption through Scripture Paperback – March 31, 2018  
by Alastair J. Roberts https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Exodus-Tracing-Redemption-Scripture/dp/1433557983  

                                                           


