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From Dust to Dust 
Eccl. 3:1-16-4:3 

 

 Hearing God’s Song in the Preacher’s Story 
 
Introduction:  
God is Lord of TIME. All of the pieces making up one’s life is a picture of one whole. What 
follows continues to fall under the umbrella of God’s absolute oversight. 
 
Outline: 
 
Furthermore . . . [In addition, finally] 
 
I. God will straighten what is crooked (vv. 16, 17 [1:15a {Trust Him in the face of injustice; 

love others in the face of injustice}]) 
 
II. God will fill what is empty (vv. 18-22 [1:15b {Trust Him in the face of injustice; love others 

in the face of injustice}]) 
 

A. Proposition – “we are but beasts” (v. 18) 
 

B. Observable evidence – “As one dies so dies the other” (vv. 19-21) 
 

C. Continued refrain – “Be happy in your activity” (v. 22) 
 
III. Epilogue (4:1-3) 
 
IV. Jesus [Whew, thank God!] 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
People of faith embrace the pain and loss contained within the horizontal and offspring of the 
curse. Our “respite” exists in accepting God’s oversight. We express our confidence in His 
oversight by believing in Jesus and loving one another despite life’s crookedness and emptiness. 
 
There is only one who can straighten what is crooked and fill what is empty and His name is 
JESUS. 


