
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Sunday Morning Sermon 
“Jesus is the Reality” 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 

 
IV. The Reality – JESUS [Sunday Morning] 

 
This life is shrouded in shadow. There is mystery to it. Jesus, however, answers both the 
certainty and the melody. Let us consider the idea of death and life against the backdrop of 
JESUS. 
 
A. JESUS conquers death (1 Cor. 15) 

 
We ask three questions of this idea. 
 

1. First, what did He do? 
 
Jesus defeated / conquered death. If death is conquered, so also the cause [sin]. 
 

2. Second, why does it matter? 
 
Death was our last enemy. Only Jesus could do what He did. 
 

3. Third, what does it mean for us? 
 
As His people, we no longer face the guilt-producing penalty of sin, the enslaving-producing 
power of sin, and the joy-robbing presence of sin. JESUS CONQUERS DEATH. 
 

20 “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a 
man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's 
at His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He 
has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies 

under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:20-25). 
 

54 “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on 
immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 
‘O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?’ 56 The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:54-58). 
 
8 “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in 
suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ 
Jesus from all eternity, 10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was 
appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher” (2 Tim. 1:8-11). 
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14 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 
that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives”( Heb. 2:14, 15). 

 
This is a forceful energy pushing out. The NT speaks of this event. 
 

• 7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning 
sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because 

the ruler of this world has been judged” (John 16:7-11). 
 

• “When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed 
over them through Him” (Col. 2:15). 

 

• 14 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 
that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives” (Heb. 2:14, 15). 

 

• “the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God 
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). 

 

• 9 “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
he who accuses them before our God day and night’” (Rev. 12:9, 10). 

 

• 2 “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not 
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be 
released for a short time” (Rev. 20:2, 3). 

 

The promised Kingdom, the reestablishing of God’s Garden has begun. We are in the 
ALREADY, and with hope and anticipation we pray and long for the NOT YET. 
 
B. JESUS gives life (John 10:10) 

 

Let us ask the same three questions asked earlier now of this idea. 
  

1. First, what did He do? 
 

From sin and death, Jesus gives light and life. Jesus received our sin and death and in exchange 
gave us His light and life. 
 

2. Second, why does it matter? 
 

The death conquering act of God enables us to know and experience the joy He has within 
Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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3. Third, what does it mean for us? 
 
Because of who God is and what God does His people can celebrate their life, their wife, and 
their strife. Only Jesus enables His people to face life’s uncertainty with God’s melody.  
 

• 9 “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” 
(John 10:9, 10). 

 

• 8 “I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 9 

Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely. 10 For You will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 11 You will make known 

to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever” 
(Ps. 16:8-11). 

 

• 5 “Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 6 Your 
righteousness is like the mountains of God; Your judgments are like a great deep. O LORD, You preserve 
man and beast. 7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! And the children of men take refuge in the 
shadow of Your wings. 8 They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; And You give them to 

drink of the river of Your delights. 9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light” (Ps. 
36:5-9). 

 

• 33 “’For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.’ 34 Then they 
said to Him, ‘Lord, always give us this bread.’ 35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes 
to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen 
Me, and yet do not believe’” (John 6:33-36). 

 

We are incapable of knowing what awaits us, thus enjoy what you do have and not what you 
do not. 
 
“Life is short/finite and unpredictable, therefore enjoy the life you’ve been given. God created 
us for joy.”1 
 

Only Jesus can remove death’s sting. 

 

Stop thinking about the life that does not exist. Embrace your inevitable death and enjoy the life 

you have. 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• Because death is inevitable 

• Because death is unavoidable 

• Because death is unpredictable 
 
Get right with God today.  Do you know where you will spend your life after death?  If you 
are not sure, we invite you to prayerfully consider the following information: 
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1.  Recognize that you are a sinner.   
 

• Your sin separates you from God (Rom. 3:23).   
 

“For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard” (Rom. 3:23). 

 
• Your sin results in judgment against you (Rom. 5:12, 6:23). 
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

  
2.  Realize that God’s holiness demands payment for sin.   
 

• ¨Because God loves you, Jesus died in your place for your sins (Rom. 5:8). 
 

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners” (Rom. 5:8). 

  
3.  Receive God’s forgiveness.  
 

• Acknowledge you are a sinner deserving the judgment of hell (Rom. 3:23, 6:23).   
 

• And believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior (Acts 16:31, Rom. 10:9-13). 
 

“For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

 
If you would like to discuss the above information and would like someone to pray with you, 
please feel free to contact us at the address below. 
  

FOR THE UNBELIEVER 
 
“Death for everyone is certain. We know this and yet for the unbeliever most often his response 
to this reality is to ignore it and focus on the pleasures of this life but the weight of the 
inevitability never leaves. The fear of the unknown can be gripping. Often, the harder they try 
to ignore it, the deeper they bury themselves in obtaining wealth, status and wisdom in this 
life.”2 
 
FOR THE BELIEVER 
 
“Contrary wise, believers are given everything they need to face death with hope knowing 
confidently what awaits them. Death does not need to be feared, but rather welcomed and seen 
as the ultimate prize.”3 
 
“Make the most of the time you are given, but realize that whatever influence you make during 
your life will eventually perish with you.”4 
 
Enjoy the life you have and not the one you do not have. If you fixate on death, you rob the 
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present of joy. Death is inevitable, but it must not control one to the point of robbing the present 
of joy.  
 
“John the apostle speaks of an overcomer. Who is this overcomer? The overcomer is one who in 
the face of injustice and mystery continues to believe God is sovereign, Jesus is enough, and the 
Holy Spirit is here.”5 
 

1
 Donna Siegesmund, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 

2
 Janel Litzner, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 

3
 Janel Litzner, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 

4
 Janel Litzner, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 

5
 Carolyn Elroy, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 

                                                           


