
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 28, 2017 (Family Camp Friday – part 1 of 3) 
Title:  Death is Certain for All 
Text:  Eccl. 9:1-12 
Theme: Death is inevitable thus enjoy the life you have, not the one you do not.  

 
Introduction: 
 
There is always discussion as to where this paragraph divides. I have included verses 11 and 12 
and they can just as well go with what follows. Perhaps they function as a bridge between the 
two thoughts. 
 

Friday Night Devotional 
“Death is the Certainty” 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 

 
Estimated 2011 
Birth Rate Death Rate 

• 19 births/1,000 population • 8 deaths/1,000 population 
• 131.4 million births per year • 55.3 million people die each year 
• 360,000 births per day • 151,600 people die each day 
• 15,000 births each hour • 6,316 people die each hour 
• 250 births each minute • 105 people die each minute 
• Four births each second of every day • Nearly two people die each second 

 
This seems somewhat skewed to speak on dying and death at our Friday Night Family Camp 
Devotional, but it is only against the backdrop of what is inevitable that we can truly enjoy the 
good gift we have before us. 
 
As a pastor, I have perhaps more exposure to dying and death than most individuals. And 
perhaps because of this I think about dying and death more than most. I do not have an 
unhealthy or morbid or dark thought on this, but I would like to think a realistic view of dying 
and death. This text affirms what I know to be true. 
 
One of the activities I enjoy is walking through cemeteries. First, I find cemeteries inviting. They 
are for me a reality check. They are not scary, but serene. Cemeteries remind me of the substance 
and shadow. Secondly, I feel the heartache that such grave markers hold. What we pass over 
with indifference, others labor over with tears. Finally, I find that grave markers often speak of 
what people hold most dearly while alive. I would encourage you concerning your marker 
should you have one that you be intentional as to your gospel witness.  
 
Because I am comfortable with dying and death, I do not wish to be careless and uncaring.  
 
Ecclesiastes speaks directly to life and death. The author is one to address matters head on. We 
know what is true in our heads, but we struggle emotionally with the subject matter itself. 



 

 

2 

 
Let us listen for a moment all that Solomon says concerning dying and death. 
 
• “For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the fool, inasmuch as in the coming days all will 

be forgotten. And how the wise man and the fool alike die!” (Eccl. 2:16). 
 

• “A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted” (Eccl. 3:2)  
{to be...: Heb. to bear} 
 

• 19 “For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As one dies so dies the other; indeed, they 
all have the same breath and there is no advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity. 20 All go to the same 
place. All came from the dust and all return to the dust. 21 Who knows that the breath of man ascends upward 
and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth?” (Eccl. 3:19-21). 
 

• 2 “So I congratulated the dead who are already dead more than the living who are still living. 3 But better off 
than both of them is the one who has never existed, who has never seen the evil activity that is done under the 
sun.” (Eccl. 4:2, 3). 
 

• 1 “A good name is better than a good ointment, and the day of one’s death is better than the day of one’s birth. 
2 It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, because that is the end of every man, 
and the living takes it to heart.  3 Sorrow is better than laughter, for when a face is sad a heart may be happy. 
4 The mind of the wise is in the house of mourning, while the mind of fools is in the house of pleasure.” (Eccl. 
7: 1-4). 
 

• Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time?” (Eccl. 7:17) {before...: 
Heb. not in thy time?} 

 

Now we come to this text and all it has to share concerning dying and death. 
 
“Solomon focuses on the certainty of death for all men despite the choices they make. Chapters 
8 and 9 frequently mention man’s complete inability to know, understand and ultimately control 
their outcome (8:7, 8, 17; 9:1-12). Although wisdom, strength and wisdom may hold influence 
temporarily, it is short lived and does not guarantee success.”1 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Continues thought of chap. 8, man cannot know God’s ways, therefore trust Him. 
 
Theme 

“Under the Sun” 9:3, 6, 9, 11 

 

Proverbs – v. 2b, 5, 6, 11, 12 

 

Throughout Ecclesiastes the preacher speaks of wisdom being better than [x, y, z], but wisdom 

in itself is not the final answer. Wisdom will not explain all of life’s mysteries and injustices. 

Only God can and He withholds from us the ability to understand. He leaves us in a place of 
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having to accept what we cannot understand and trust whom we cannot see. The question is 

always, “Will we?” 

 

“Wisdom does not guarantee good outcomes (vv. 11, 12). Our human wisdom gains us nothing. 

With or without wisdom, we will all die. Our hope can only be found in a loving God who is 

the only one who can fix the horizontal. Enjoy the life we have; do not plan for what has not 

happened.”2 

 

Outline: 
 
I. The Unpredictability – Life (v. 1) 

 
Verse 1 references one’s deeds/work. The context is this. One would fully expect righteous 
deeds to have a righteous consequence, but such is not the case. There is this incongruity flowing 
throughout Ecclesiastes as he comments on life.  
 

“This destiny of just people, and wise, is entirely at God’s disposal, contrary to the sage’s belief 
that they controlled their own destiny. [He argues that] a person’s behavior does not affect the 
way God treats that person. All are treated the same: the just and the wicked, the moral, the 
ritually clean and the defiled the one who offers a sacrifice and the one who neglects that duty, 
the innocent and the guilty, the oath taker and the one who avoids swearing. This attitude 
contradicts virtually everything in Qohelet’s heritage, which taught that a correlation existed 
between one’s deeds and one’s time and manner of death.”3 
 

This rubs us the wrong way. We have this underlying sense of justice that if we think or do good 
that good things will happen. Nevertheless, just the opposite seems to happen. Life does not 
play out the way we think it would or should.  
 

It is impossible to know or predict how your life will unfold since there appears to be this 
injustice in the world (cf. 8:10-15). 
 
However, one thing is certain. 
 
II. The Certainty / Motive - Everyone dies (vv. 1-6 [Friday Night]) 

 
v. 1 God oversees all of life [The “this” of verse 1 probably reaches back to 8:16, 17 {cf. vv. 11, 12}] 

 
Let us not try to change the subject or avoid the subject. 
 

A. Death is foreign to design (“In the Beginning”) 
 

God designed us to know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit and this joy is only known and experienced in His presence. Death comes as a result 
of sin. It is foreign to the design itself. 
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B. Death is the great equalizer / impartial (vv. 2, 4 “One fate for all”) 

 
Notice the parallel statements found throughout. Regardless of who one might be, the same fate 
comes to all. 
 

C. Death is an unavoidable end (v. 5 “The living know they will die”) 
 
There is nothing we can do to avoid physical death. We can perhaps enhance our present life, 
but no one adds longevity to his or her life.  
 

D. Death brings finality to our earthly life (vv. 5, 6 “They will no longer have a share”) 
 
No matter what you are doing, it will stop when you die. Hence, whatever you are going to do, 
do it. We sometimes translate this into “whatever you are dreaming about go after the dream!” 
However, what this does mean is explained in verses 7-10. 
 

E. Death is unpredictable (vv. 11, 12 “Time and chance overtake them all”) 
 
“Heb “time.” BDB 773 s.v. 2 ֵעת.d suggests that ֵעת (’et, “time”) refers to an “uncertain time.” On 
the other hand, HALOT 901 s.v. 6 ֵעת nuances it as “destined time,” that is, “no one knows his 
destined time [i.e., hour of destiny].” It is used in parallelism with ְזָמן (zÿman, “appointed time; 
appointed hour”) in 3:1 (HALOT 273 s.v. ְזָמן; BDB 273 s.v. ְזָמן). Eccl 3:9-15 teaches God’s 
sovereignty over the appointed time-table of human events. Similarly, Qoheleth here notes that 
no one knows what God has appointed in any situation or time. This highlights the limitations 
of human wisdom and human ability, as 9:11 stresses.”4 
 
The preacher is not trying to unpack what lies beyond death. His primary point is simply “we 
are all going to die and go to the grave.” 
 
Death is unpredictable and sometimes sudden. 
 

F. Death is struggle (vv. 11, 12 “fish caught; birds trapped”). 
 
We struggle against it. There is a sting to death that will not be removed until our Lord’s return 
and our resurrection. 
 
We are going to die. Prepare yourself for that day by making sure you are right with God 
through the person and work of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is pointing you to the Biblical text 
and through the Biblical text to Jesus. You are a sinner and because of your sin you will die. 
Your only hope in answering your sin question is found solely in the person and work of Jesus.  
 
Are you ready to stand before God by resting in Jesus? 
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The thought of your death or the imminent death of others should not paralyze you into 
inactivity and depression, but should catapult you into motion and joy. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s Next?) 
 
1. You will pass as will those whom you love. 

2. Are you right with God (i.e. saved)? 

3. How do you desire to be remembered? 

1 Janel Litzner, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 
2 Karen Schlindwein, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 9:1-12. 
3 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 159. 
4 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Ecclesiastes+9:11  

                                                           


