
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 9, 2017 
Title:  The Emptiness of Bowing Down Before Money 
Text:  Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:12 
Theme: Only God’s presence can give us the joy we seek. He designed us for this.  
 
Introduction:  
Everything we are about to look at, we already know to be true, yet there is something within 
us that craves the shadow. There is beating within us a GOLLUM who seeks the shadow as 
precious. 
 
“Gollum is a fictional character from J. R. R. Tolkien's legendarium. He was introduced in the 
1937 fantasy novel The Hobbit, and became an important supporting character in its sequel, The 
Lord of the Rings. Gollum was a Stoor Hobbit[1] of the River-folk, who lived near the Gladden 
Fields.[2] Originally known as Sméagol, he was corrupted by the One Ring and later named 
Gollum after his habit of making "a horrible swallowing noise in his throat".[3] 
In Appendix F of The Lord of the Rings, the name Sméagol is said to be a "translation" of the actual 
Middle-earth name Trahald (having to do with the idea of "burrowing", and rendered with a 
name based on Old English smygel of similar meaning).[4] 
The Ring, which Gollum referred to as "my precious" or "precious", extended his life far beyond 
natural limits. Centuries of the Ring's influence twisted Gollum's body and mind, and, by the 
time of the novels, he had "come to love and hate the Ring, just as he loved and hated himself." 
Throughout the story, Gollum was torn between his lust for the Ring and his desire to be free of 
it. Bilbo Baggins found the Ring and took it for his own, and Gollum afterwards pursued it for 
the rest of his life. Gollum finally seized the Ring from Frodo Baggins at the Cracks of Doom in 
Orodruin in Mordor; but he fell into the fires of the volcano, where both he and the Ring were 
destroyed.”1 
 
“King Solomon was an individual of extreme wealth, yet evidently struggled to enjoy it or find 
meaning in it.”2 
 
“The author seem to have a pattern of living for pleasure, riches, and power and the empty and 
destructive outcome that always follows. His solution is to accept what God has given and enjoy 
it a much as possible. This passage continues that pattern with laying out the deception of 
wanting ‘just a little more.’ Loving wealth will cause one to completely miss what is truly 
valuable in life and never satisfy. Verses 7-10 of Ecclesiastes 6 summarize well the futility of 
man. One is so easily deceived into thinking that a little more wealth and possessions would 
make him happy and content. Continually focusing on what we don’t have keeps us from seeing 
and enjoying the abundance right before our eyes. Even more importantly, we need to realize 
that when we recognize a enjoy God’s earthly blessing, it [still] doesn’t reach the longing of our 
souls that is only met through the cross that provides true peace with God. As created beings 
we all have an unfulfilled longing deep within us. Of course as believers we know the only 
source of fulfillment is in the finished work of Jesus on the cross, providing peace with the 
Father.”3 
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Our Words (Vv. 1-7) 

Our Wealth (Vv. 8-17) 
Our Worldview (Vv. 18-20) 

Our Wealth (6:1-10) 
Our Words (Vv. 11-12) 
 
Outline: 
 
I. OUR PROBLEM 
 
1. We have given $ a place of distorted importance by turning a servant into a master. 
2. How do we go about putting our money into its rightful and useful place? 

 
“EVIL” 

• “Shocked At The Sight (5:8) 

• “Grievous Evil (5:13) 

• “Grievous Evil (5:16) 

• “Great Vexation” (6:17) 
• “Evil” (6:1) 

 
WHY THE RESPONSE? 

• “He Who Loves Money” (5:10) 
• “Riches Being Hoarded” (5:13) 

• [“Guard” In 5:1; “To Hedge About”] 
 
“TO HIS HURT” 

• RA  
• [ Hebrew Word] 
• “Hurt, Evil” 
• 5:1, 13, 14, 16; 6:1, 2 
• “It is not a question of ‘if,’ only ‘when.’” 
• When you love and hoard money, you are causing an evil against your soul. 

 
“NOT SATISFIED” 

• “Enough” 
• 5:10; 6:2, 3 [Cf. 1:8; 4:8]  
• “Filled” 
• 6:7 
• Notice synonymous parallelism in 1:8 
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“FUTILITY” 
• 5:7, 10; 6:2, 4, 9, 11, 12 
• To think our joy and happiness can come through the pursuit of money is to believe the 
picture is better than the reality. 

 
UNDER the sun 

• The SHADOW can never PROVIDE; it can only POINT. 
 
1. Our financial resources are gifts from God to be leveraged for meeting the needs of our 
families and the promotion of the gospel. 

2. Our financial resources are relative to the context we live. 
3. We spend too much of our wealth on making ourselves more comfortable and certain. 
4. Yet, our financial resources are to meet the needs of our family and then promote the 
gospel. 

 
II. BIG IDEA 

 
• TRUE WEALTH is FEARING GOD and KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS =  
Trust Jesus and Love One Another. 

• Our ability to enjoy what we do have is a gift from God and His reward to us (5:19).  

• He invites us to rejoice at our good fortune and be glad of heart (5:19, 20). 

• God has already “named” it (6:10). His “naming” speaks of ownership. Nothing you 
acquire is actually yours. Why are we always kicking against the goads? 

 
III. PITFALLS 

 
1. Money cannot satisfy (v. 10). 

 
2. Money attracts need (v. 11).  

 
Those who have will be looked upon by those who have not as their means of meeting their 
needs (v. 11). 
 
3. Money causes sleeplessness (v. 12). 

 
4. Money kept kills (v. 13). 

 
5. Money feeds an appetite (v. 14).  

 
It always wants more. Money appeals to something within us that is very dark.  
If you do not control money, money will control you. That dark thing, the GULUM within, 
craves “the precious.” 
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6. Money is dust/sand (vv. 15, 16). 
 
7. Money robs you of a “life” (v. 17). 

 
When everyone else has eaten at “normal” hours, your pursuit of money keeps you out late 
and you eat alone in the “dark.” 
 
8. Money can be stolen / robbed (6:2). 

 
9. Money cannot satisfy (6:3).  

 
We can look at those who appear to “have it all,” and they will still not be satisfied.  
Our own emptiness is accentuated by “if only.”  
 
10. Money cannot save anyone from death’s final call (v. 6).  

 
No matter how long you live, you will still die. Your money cannot save you from death.  
 
“For what shall it profit a man . . .?” 
 
“The accumulation of wealth will only bring one sleeplessness, fear, freeloaders, and eventually 
loss of your wealth, health, and life itself. The only way into the kingdom of God is through the 
work of Jesus Christ.”4 
 
HINGE 
Our Worldview (5:18-20) – God controls it all and any joy we might have in the horizontal is 
only possible as a gift from the vertical. 
 
IV. GOSPEL 

 
Although Jesus was rich, yet He became poor, so that . . . (2 Cor. 8:9). Jesus speaks of what is 
truly valuable. 
 
1. Money cannot save you (Mark 8:36). 
2. Money can either be your servant or your master (Matt. 6:24). 
3. Seek first His kingdom and all the rest will be added (Matt. 6:33). 
4. Loving money will destroy your soul (1 Tim. 6:6-12). 
5. Money should be used to meet the needs of one’s family (1 Tim. 5:8). 
6. Money can have a positive, eternal impact (Matt. 6:19, 20). 
7. Its presence or absence is not an indication of blessing or cursing (Prov. 30:7-9).  
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“These verses to some extent share a common theme in that they assert the helplessness of man 
in a world which he does not understand.”5 
 
1. The “world, flesh, and devil,” want you to hear their song. They are telling you, you 
deserve it. It is not fair for you to be inconvenienced and to struggle. Today, God says to 
trust Him in the face of injustice, hurt, success and failure. All such pieces are part of 
one great picture.6 

2. If you think you are the exception to the rule of money’s power to master you, you are 
deceived and a fool (Luke 12:13-21). 

3. Giving works to break the stronghold money has on our souls. 
4. Giving enables us to topple the idols we have made of our resources. 
5. God calls us to give to His Mission in and through His Church (FEAR HIM AND KEEP 
HIS COMMANDMENTS). 

6. GOD’S MELODY - “IT IS FINISHED” 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gollum  
2 Donna Siegesmund, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 5:8-6:12. 
3 Janel Liztner, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 5:8-6:12. 
4 Christina Jensen, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 5:8-6:12. 
5 R.N.Whybray, Ecclesiastes, NCBC, p. 109. 
6 Carolyn Elroy, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 5:8-6:12.  

                                                           


