
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: July 2, 2017 
Title:  PLEASE, Close your Mouth and Open your Ears 
Text:  Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 
Theme: God invites us into His presence. Let us heed counsel and listen more than we speak.
  
Introduction:  
 
“OPEN: A Missouri couple decided to build a luxury home in Florida. But they accidentally 
constructed a $650,000 house on the lot next door to the one they owned… on property land 
belonging to someone else. The initial survey of the property was wrong. 
In a similar story, a Rhode Island developer mistakenly built a $1.8 million house on public 
park land. Again, the survey was wrong. The Rhode Island Supreme Court ordered the house 
removed from public land. 
The moral: When you build a home… you better make sure you build in the right place. 
(Daily Heartlight for 11/12/2014 by Tim Archer) 
Now here in Ecclesiastes 5, Solomon is offering a slightly different kind of moral to his readers: 
He’s saying: If you’re going to worship God… better make sure you do it in the right way. 
There is a right way, and a wrong way to worship God. 
Solomon said: ‘Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. 
Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of FOOLS, who do not know that they do 
wrong. 
Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. 
God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.’ Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 
Solomon is saying there’s a right way and wrong way to worship God. 
The right way is that of wise men. 
And the wrong way is the way of fools.”1 
 
What this text tells me is that our worship matters to God. God is a God of the details. There is 
a right way and a wrong way in our approach. What the Gospel does is assure me that the throne 
we approach is one of grace. Oh how precarious our approach would be if not covered by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. I do not recoil at the craggy mass of Mt. Sinai, but rather I rejoice at the 
compassion filled cross of Mt. Calvary.  
 

Yet, as I read this text this side of the GOSPEL, it calls me to weigh a tension existing in our 
current place in God’s redemptive Story. On one hand I have complete and utter freedom in 
Christ to be who I am where I am. The throne we approach is a THRONE OF GRACE. On the 
other hand, in the gathering of God’s people this place reflects God’s Garden Temple where He 
is present AND IT IS A THRONE! I have much to repent of in my conduct and words done 
during our gathering in private response to other believers. Thankfully, I am forgiven and my 
approach before God is not marked by my performance, but His. This is that text that invites me 
into God’s presence and cautions me to guard my speech. Thus, I come not as one who is defiant, 
but rather as one who is devoted to Him as a child is to his parents. 
 

Solomon tells us that in the abundance of words there is no lack of sin. 



 

 

2 

 

• “When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, But he who restrains his lips is wise” (Prov. 
10:19). 

 

James echoes this same idea in James 3. 
 

• 1 “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter 
judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 3 Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they 
will obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are 
driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot 
desires. 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a 
forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is 
set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is 
set on fire by hell. 7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and 
has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly 
poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the 
likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought 
not to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a 
fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh” (James 3:1-
12). 

 

What is the balance? 
 

The vocal point of this text (5:18-20) carries forward the Melody heard throughout the Book. At 
the end of the day, we must guard our words and our wealth for both have power to control the 
outcome of our lives. 
 

One of the ways we reorient ourselves is by going to church, by gathering with the people of 
God, by hearing once more the larger Story in which each of us exists. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

Our Words (vv. 1-7) 
Our Wealth (vv. 8-17) 

Our Worldview (vv. 18-20) 
Our Wealth (6:1-10) 

Our Words (vv. 11-12) 
 

“The structure of the piece is quite regular. In the first part are a number of sections that deal 
with aspects of human speech in the context of worship; next follows a general statement (v. 7); 
and in conclusion there are the four difficult lines of verses 8 and 9.”2 
 
Too often, worship becomes man-driven, mouth-driven, me-driven with a “Ok God, Bless Me!” 
mentality. We are the unholy coming before the Holy, the unrighteous before the Righteous, the 
creature before the Creator! 
 

Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; 
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Outline: 
 

I. Walk cautiously (v. 1a) 
 

“The exhortation, ‘Guard your feet’ is an idiom for ‘Watch your steps,’ i.e., ‘Be careful what you 
do.’ This is a compound figure: ‘foot’ is a metonymy for ‘step,’ and ‘step’ is a metonymy for 
‘action’ (e.g., Job 12:5; 23:11; 31:5; Pss 119:59, 101, 105; Prov 1:16; 3:23; 4:26-27; 6:18; 19:2; Isa 58:13; 
59:7; Jer 14:10). For example, ‘I have refrained my feet from every evil way’ (Ps 119:101); see E. 
W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech, 648.”3 
 

Approach God carefully…His way! No filth or sin allowed. This is His day, His time.  
 

Approach Him with thanksgiving and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, 
for they do not know that they do evil (sin). 
 

“God is central in chapter 5 (5:2, 4, 6, 7), more prominent than in any chapter in the book. Verse 
1 is a meaningful and marvelous verse that has every conceivable important literary structure 
an imperative, four purpose clause and five reasons. The verb guard (v 1) is an imperative; it 
spells attention, authority and action. Guard means to be cautious, certain and critical, not be 
careless, curious or caught. It is to police, pastor and protect yourself. It is followed by a purpose 
clause to listen and a reason or in Hebrew (v 1) they did not know to do evil (Hebrew). Don’t 
come to church just to fit in, fulfill obligations or feel good. The purpose of worship is always 
to hear, heed and honor the word of God. The reason of doing evil will be later expanded from 
verse 2. The contrast is with two negative jussives of wish or desire (5:2)-quick and hasty - are 
different in that the first speaks of attitude and the second of action. The first, only seven of 39 
times is translated as haste, while the second 46 of 64 times is translated as haste. The attitude 
of the first is translated as trouble (17x), haste (4x), afraid (3x), vexed (3x). The first 
(quick/troubled) is the mindset and the second (haste) is the movement.”4 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:1 is the first occurrence of a command or imperative in the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
What counsel or advice does he offer? Guard your words! Why? Perhaps his proverb offers us 
direction? 
 
• 23 “Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful 

mouth And put devious speech far from you” (Prov. 4:23, 24). 
 

• “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit” (Prov. 18:21). 
 

• 34 “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which 
fills the heart. 35 The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his 
evil treasure what is evil. 36 But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an 
accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will 
be condemned” (Matt. 12:34-37). 

 

He invites us to guard our vow making before God. Not only do we have the first command in 
the Book, but also the first occurrence of the Temple. 
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II. Listen carefully (v. 1b)  

 
“The section warns against rash vows therefore, the nuance “to listen” is more appropriate: the 
wise man will be slow to speak and quick to listen in the presence of God; however, the fool is 
unrestrained and speaks rashly.”5 
 
Listen to God’s Word…& respond appropriately. Fools worship is meaningless and sin! 
 
Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. (For 
God is in heaven and you on earth); therefore let your words be few. For a dream comes through 
much activity, and a fool’s voice is known by his many words. 
 
“The term “sacrifice” (ֶזַבח, zevakh) is the general term that refers to the thank offering and free 
will offering (Lev 7:12, 16). This section focuses on making vows in prayer and fulfilling them, 
such as the vow offering. The term “sacrifice” functions as a synecdoche of general (i.e., sacrifice) 
for specific (i.e., vow offering).”6 
 
“Once a young man came to that great philosopher Socrates to be instructed in oratory. The 
moment the young man was introduced he began to talk, and there was an incessant stream for 
some time. When Socrates could get in a word, he said, Young man, I will have to charge you a 
double fee. A double fee, why is that? The old sage replied, ¡¡±I will have to teach you two 
lessons. First, how to hold your tongue, and then how to use it. What an art for all of us to learn, 
especially for Christians.”7  
 
III. Speak sensibly (vv. 2, 3) 

 
Be careful what you promise God! We are finite standing in awe of the Infinite! Behave 
accordingly.  
 
Don’t make big dreams and plans in God’s name and then not keep them. Don’t over commit 
yourself and then bail out on God. You are a witness, both good and bad, for God. When you 
make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; for He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have 
vowed— better not to vow than to vow and not pay. Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to 
sin, nor say before the messenger of God that it was an error. 
 
“That is, as dreams are generally the effect of the business in which we have been engaged 
during the day; so a multitude of words evidence the feeble workings of the foolish heart.”8 
 

“As much "business," engrossing the mind, gives birth to incoherent "dreams," so many words, 
uttered inconsiderately in prayer, give birth to and betray "a fool's speech" (Ec 10:14), [HOLDEN 
and WEISS].”9 
 

“A fool's words poured out at random are like the confused images of a troubled dream.”10 



 

 

5 

 
IV. Act decisively (vv. 4, 5) 

 
“We are under constant obligations to live to God; no vow can make it more so. Yet, there may 
be cases in which we should bind ourselves to take up some particular cross, to perform some 
particular duty, to forego some particular attachment that does not tend to bring our souls 
nearer to God. Then, if fully determined, and strong in faith relative to the point, bind and hold 
fast; but if not fully, rationally, and conscientiously determined, ‘do not suffer thy mouth to 
cause thy soul to sin.’”11 
 
“Qoheleth admonishes the fool against making a rash vow that is not paid: “When you make a 
vow to God, do not delay in paying it; for God takes no pleasure in fools: Pay what you vow! It 
is better for you not to vow than to vow and not pay it” (vv. 4-5 [3-4 HT]).”12 
 
Do NOT break a vow before God. Better to not have made it than to make one and not keep it.  
 
The third illustration of the subject is the making of vows (vv. 4, 5). 
 

1. Marriage vows 
2. Baby Dedication vows 
3. Baptismal vows 
4. Membership vows 
5. Elder/Deacon vows 

 
Don’t make excuses! Why should God be angry at your excuse and destroy the work of your 
hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. 
 
V. Live faithfully (vv. 6, 7) 

 
Verse 6 presents yet another specific statement concerning cultic speech and silence: a person’s 
mouth can lead him into sin. God will hold you accountable both here & hereafter! But fear God. 
 
“Qohelet advises caution lest one’s actions incur divine wrath.”13 
 
Do not vow what you will not keep. 
 
SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Fools tell God what they are going to do for Him [i.e. agitated / empty / never enough]. 
2. Wisdom listens to what God has done for them [i.e. rest filled / it is finished – the 

MELODY]. 
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Illustration – Worshipping in the Garbage Pits 
 
“Imagine a town built atop an active landfill. That is “Garbage City” in Cairo, Egypt, longtime 
home to an impoverished, marginalized community of Coptic Christians for whom life is only 
going to get harder. 
 
The so-called Zabbaleen have been the trash collectors of Cairo for generations. The fathers and 
their sons go out into the city and collect the garbage in beat-up pickup trucks or donkey-drawn 
carts. They bring it back to their community, where the women meticulously sort through all of 
it. They recycle an incredible amount, as much as 80 percent, selling whatever is salvageable. 
Particularly poor families rifle through the trash for food to eat. They have created a complex, 
labor-intensive process for getting the most out of what other people throw away. 
 
The Christians of Egypt have been historically repressed, and the Zabbaleen are a potent symbol 
of their station. They were pushed to the outskirts of the city hard up against the Moqattam 
Mountain. When the authorities — typically — tried to obstruct the building of a church, the 
Zabbaleen dug out worship space in the adjoining caves. With its huge amphitheater that can 
seat thousands, the “Cave Church” is now a tourist attraction. It is magnificent and spiritually 
vital, built on the faith of the humble. 
 
It was during his stint in Harlem in 1930, among a shunned but vibrant Christian community, 
that the great German theologian and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer began to see things ‘from 
below.’ There is no other vantage point from Garbage City. Everyone there must instinctively 
understand the lines of our vintage Christmas carol, ‘Why lies He in such mean estate / Where 
ox and ass are feeding?’ 
Asked by the Voice of America about the future of Garbage City a few weeks ago, resident Adel 
Gad el-Rab said, ‘We are the garbage collectors, but we live on a mountain of faith.’”14 
 

1
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195338?ref=SermonSerps  
2 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes, 57. 
3 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Ecclesiastes+5  
4 https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/god-versus-evil-good-versus-goods-victor-yap-sermon-on-
ecclesiastes-206586?ref=SermonSerps  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Ecclesiastes+5  
6 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Ecclesiastes+5  
7 Illustrations of Bible Truths # 821. 
8 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on Eccl. 5:3. 
9 Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown Commentary on Eccl. 5:3. 
10 Family Bible Notes on Eccl. 5:3. 
11 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on Eccl. 5:5. 
12 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Ecclesiastes+5  
13 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 116. 
14 https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-attitude-of-worship-terry-blankenship-sermon-on-bible-
study-167214?page=3  

                                                           


