
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  March 5, 2017 
Title:  The BIG Picture and the EASTER Cycle  
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: Christians are in the world but not of the world. They live inside of God’s Story. 
 
Introduction:  
The Wizard of Oz is a 1939 musical film about a young Kansas girl cast into a fantasy world. 
Her efforts to return home are aided by three unusual companions, each with a quest of his own. 
[Dorothy is walking around just having fallen into the land of Oz in munchkin country. In utter 
amazement she says,] “Toto, I have a feeling we are not in Kansas anymore. We must be over 
the rainbow!” [The good witch appears from a rainbow bubble. And Dorothy responds with,] 
Now I know we are not in Kansas. 
 
When you're in a place or situation that is outside your comfort zone or scope of understanding. 
Strange surroundings. 
 
“In The Matrix, Neo (Keanu Reeves) hears rumors of the Matrix and a mysterious man named 
Morpheus. Neo spends his nights at his home computer trying to discover the secret of the 
Matrix and what the Matrix is. Eventually, another hacker, Trinity (Carrie-Anne Moss), 
introduces Neo to Morpheus. 
Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) explains to Neo that the Matrix is an illusory world created to 
prevent humans from discovering that they are slaves to an external influence. Holding out a 
capsule on each of his palms, he describes the choice facing Neo: 
This is your last chance. After this, there is no turning back. You take the blue pill—the story 
ends, you wake up in your bed and believe whatever you want to believe. You take the red pill—
you stay in Wonderland, and I show you how deep the rabbit hole goes. Remember: all I'm 
offering is the truth. Nothing more. 
As narrated, the blue pill will allow the subject to remain in the fabricated reality of the Matrix; 
the red serves as a "location device" to locate the subject's body in the real world and to prepare 
him or her to be "unplugged" from the Matrix. Once one chooses the red or blue pill, the choice 
is irrevocable.”1 
 

My desire is to remind you that you are no longer in “Kansas” and I am inviting you to take the 

“red” pill and be unplugged from the “Matrix.” 

 

As Evangelicals, we are unaccustomed to the language used by the larger voice of Christendom 

concerning the Liturgical Calendar. 

 

Yet, there is a richness in joining others by using a common vocabulary. Unfortunately, a 

problem in usage is coming to an agreed meaning. As Evangelicals, we believe our 

standing/acceptance before God the Father is based solely on the person and work of Jesus. 

Only because of who He is and what He has done anyone has any chance of entering into God’s 

presence. 
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We believe, as Evangelicals, the provision made in the person and work of Jesus is appropriate 

by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. What we therefore receive from Him by faith 

cannot be maintained by our work. 

 

Although we might disagree sharply with others who practice the Liturgical Calendar as a 

means of appropriating God’s grace, we do believe the larger message of the Liturgical Calendar 

is to visualize and remind the people of God the greater Story of the Bible. 

 

The season of Lent reminds us that we are a broken and needy people who apart from God’s 

great intervention all is lost. Good Friday reminds us that God did for us what we could never 

do for ourselves. And Easter Sunday invites us to see God’s victory in securing for Himself 

worshippers. 

 

Work to set aside any negative predisposition you might have toward the Liturgical Calendar 

and seek to place yourself inside of God’s Story. Always remember that your life, your story is 

part of God’s great Story. So enjoy and look to Jesus the author and finisher of faith (Heb. 12:1, 

2). 

 
For evangelicals, jumping into the liturgical calendar is much like trying to catch a ride on a 
moving train! As I looked at this idea, I found a website that advertised the advantages of train 
hopping versus the disadvantages. Listen in. 
 
Advantages of train hopping 
Roof riding on a commuter train in Russia 

• Riding on the outside is a much more exciting (and potentially deadly) way to travel by 
train than riding inside of it. You can feel the wind and observe your train during its 
motion. 

• Extended view of surrounding area. If you ride inside the train, you can only watch a 
small part of countryside and railway infrastructure through a side windows, especially 
if windows don't allow you to protrude from it. If you ride on the outside, you have a 
180-degree or 360-degree panoramic view, which can be much more wide than a view 
from train driver's cab. 

• Opportunity to travel by train for free, without having a ticket. 
• Opportunity to ride in a comfort when a train is extremely crowded or there is a strong 
heat inside railcars. For example, local and subway trains in a number of countries can 
be extremely overcrowded during the rush hour, that makes riding inside of them very 
uncomfortable; moreover, in some cases it's impossible to get in a crowded train. Riding 
outside of it allows to travel with a comfort. 

• Opportunity to ride on a train, which does not provide transportation of passengers and 
does not allow to enter it. For example, in most cases you are not allowed to get into a 
freight train, a service train or a locomotive, but you can ride on the outside of it. 

• Opportunity to hop on or off a moving train. Thain hopping allows to catch a departing 
train or jump from an arriving train at low speed before its complete stop. 
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[While the advantages of train hopping are extended the disadvantages in contrast are stark] 
 
Disadvantages of train hopping 

• Death is around the corner. 
• It takes planning. 
• It's much less social than hitchhiking. 

 
For some of you, I am inviting us to jump onto a moving train. I will endeavor to make the 
transition harmless, but exhilarating.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Outline:2  [All of the following is copied. I found the article so helpful, I am including it in its 
entirety. Pastor Pat] 
 
With the arrival of [Lent] this week [Ash Wednesday], I’ve been thinking a bit about the benefits 
of following the Christian year. I’ll admit that this is a practice I once disregarded with sneers of 
haughty derision. But over the past decade, I’ve grown to see the liturgical year as one of the 
more important of our Christian traditions. Here are a few reasons why. 
 
1. It reminds us that we are a people set apart, and as such our lives aren’t oriented around 
nominal civic holidays and observances.  

 
When I was growing up in Baptistland, I never heard of the liturgical calendar. Church just 
wasn’t organized that way. Oh sure, we had our annual 6-week Christmas celebration, and 
Easter was a fairly big deal. But next to those, the biggest “feasts” we celebrated were 
Independence Day, Mothers Day, Fathers Day, and Thanksgiving (in that order). Most of the 
year was spent in a sort of liturgical purgatory; a perpetual ordinary time without the guidance 
of any spiritual organization, and revolving around whatever the pastor wanted. But as people 
of faith, we serve a higher throne, and our purpose in gathering together isn’t ever nationalism, 
cultural pride, or sentimentality. I love grilling on a warm summer evening, but the 4th of July 
has nothing to do with the Christian story, and neither do fond remembrances of mom and dad, 
or commemorating that one time the Pilgrims let the Native Americans dine at their table. 

 
2. It distinguishes our holy days from their secular knock-off celebrations.  

 
I do love many things about this time of year. The weather, hitting the mall late into the evening, 
holiday parties, watching National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (“Where’s the Tylenol?”). 
But, as fun and exciting as these things can be, the discipline of the church year helps us realize 
that these things are merely periphery. 

 
3. It organizes and shapes our lives by the Christian story, instead of the things the 
kingdom of the world holds valuable.  
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Our lives are divided up into semesters, work schedules, electric bills, tax deadlines. 
Intentionally choosing a gospel-centered organization system helps us to maintain our first 
allegiance to Christ and his kingdom. Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Stop worry being the 
“Happy Holidays” police or petitioning to keep the nativity scene on City Hall lawn. We serve 
a throne that calls us to rise above that noise. 

 
4. The colors are so pretty.  

 
I’m kidding, of course. Sort of. Not really. The changing colors of the liturgical year can be 
powerful and meaningful symbols of our response to the holy events. 

 
5. It brings texture to our gathered worship.  

 
The object and definition of our worship never change, but observing the Christian year allows 
our corporate worship to reflect all the feelings and nuances of the gospel events. In that sense, 
it is a powerful rhetorical device, driving home the drama of the Christian story. 

 
6. It unites us with the holy catholic [universal] church, past, present, and future.  

 
Christ wasn’t crucified during the Clinton administration, and we don’t do the Christian life in 
a vacuum. We are part of a long faith tradition, one that has observed the Christian year in one 
form or another practically since the actual events themselves. 

 
7. It disciplines us to linger in the valley instead of rushing toward the mountaintop.  

 
Our culture believes wholeheartedly in the right to instant gratification, which plagues the 
church like festering boils on Egyptian necks. Like a kid locked unattended in a candy store, left 
to our own appetites, we will gorge ourselves with the sweet, sugary stuff until we puke. We 
need the anticipation of Advent to truly recognize the miracle of Christmas. We need to hear the 
voice crying in the wilderness, sing along with the heavenly host, and be without shelter in 
Bethlehem, before we hear the cry of the Word become flesh. We need to walk with Christ for 
those 40 days, see him ride into Jerusalem over the path of palm branches, dine with him in the 
upper room, fall asleep in the garden, and feel the hammer locked in our palm’s grip as the nails 
pierce our Savior’s body. Yes, we are an Easter people, but Easter doesn’t happen without the 
terror and anguish of the week before. It’s time to forsake the supreme quest for the Hollywood 
ending, and be willing to put off the unbridled excitement for our own edification.  

 
8. It helps church leadership avoid the narcissistic and self-referential pursuit of our own 
personal agendas.  

 
In the churches where I grew up, and a couple others I’ve served since, corporate worship was 
held hostage by the personal agendas of the pastors. Case in point: the topical sermon series. I’m 
not completely against the sermon series (of course, I think the Revised Common Lectionary is 
the greatest and most relevant sermon series possible), but so often they’re driven primarily by 
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the personality instead of the Christian story. Following the Christian year doesn’t totally 
eliminate that possibility, but it’s a very helpful check. 

 
9. It reminds us of the parts of the Gospel story we often forget or neglect.  

 
I’m ashamed to admit that I didn’t know what Pentecost was about until I was in my twenties, 
nor did I ever observe the Lenten season, understand Epiphany, or even hear the story of 
Christ’s ascension. I don’t remember hearing most of those words used, or if they were, they 
were too far embedded into an unrelated sermon series that I didn’t get it. I’m sure that some 
people grow up in liturgical churches and still don’t get it, but my Christian journey is poorer 
for not having the opportunity sooner. 

 
10. It is a supremely effective method of discipleship.  

 
While churches everywhere are falling for the latest and greatest discipleship program in the 
effort to revitalize their congregations, the best option might be older than all the rest. I like what 
Chaplain Mike over at the Internet Monk says about this curious phenomenon. “I don’t know 
why so many Christian groups think they need to reinvent the wheel when it comes to “discipleship 
programs.” This time-tested annual pattern for the life of individual believers and the Church together 
that is focused on Christ, organized around the Gospel, and grounded in God’s grace, is sheer genius. It 
is simple enough for a child. It offers enough opportunities for creativity and flexibility that it need never 
grow old. Each year offers a wonderful template for learning to walk with Christ more deeply in the Gospel 
which brings us faith, hope, and love.” 

 
There is no better time to discover (or rediscover) the power in this beautiful discipline. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Take the time to think of the larger Story in which we all exist. 
2. Slow down and focus on the acts of word, prayer, and acts of kindness. 
3. Know that you now are walking in the newness of life. 

 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_pill_and_blue_pill 
2
 http://www.patheos.com/blogs/ponderanew/2015/11/22/10-reasons-to-follow-the-liturgical-calendar/  
A large portion of this study is taken from the aforementioned resource. It is excellent. I would encourage all to 
read and enjoy. 
 

                                                           


