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“The Impossible Possibility of God –  
Joseph of Arimathea, a Good and Righteous Man” 

Luke 23:50-56 
 

Theme: In the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God uses courageous means to complete 
impossible promises through honest people. In all of this, we shall see how God may 
do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 

 
A.I.M.: Romans 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 
 
Opening Story 
“At that perilous moment Joseph of Arimathea, a city of the Jews, of whom we never heard 
before and of whom we never hear again, suddenly made his appearance. He was the very man 
needed for the occasion, a man of influence.” Let us consider five things about this unlikely, but 
ordinary man who followed Jesus. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. His Character (v. 50) 
 

II. His Caution (John 19:38) 
 

III. His Confession (v. 51) 
 

IV. His Courage (v. 52) 
 

V. His Commitment (v. 53) 
 

VI. His Company (vv. 55, 56) 
 

A. Women 
B. Nicodemus (John 19:39-41) 

 
Now What; Where do we go from here? [Shepherding the Sheep] 
Friends, the Bible tells an unbelievable Story. Because in the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God 
does use courageous means to fulfill impossible promises through decent people. Yet, in all of 
this, we see how God may do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 
 
“But what can we learn from the example of Joseph? Here are a few quick thoughts on why 
Joseph’s example is useful for us today: 

1. Don’t follow the crowd. We are in the world, but we are never of the world. 
2. Follow Jesus regardless of what the cost.  
3. Trust in His timing. God is working and His will is coming to pass.”1 

1
 https://goexplorethebible.com/blog/articles/3-things-we-can-learn-from-joseph-of-arimathea/  

 

                                                 


