
 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: December 27, 2020 
Title The Impossible Possibility of God – Joseph of Arimathea, a good and righteous man 
Text  Luke 23:50-56 
Theme: In the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God uses courageous means to complete 

impossible promises through honest people. In all of this, we shall see how God may 
do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 

 
A.I.M.: Romans 8:18  

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 

 
Why this story about Joseph of Arimathea and, indirectly in our text, Nicodemus? I am not 
highlighting the women who followed Jesus because they never appear to be silent or invisible. 
They are vocal and prominent.  
 
Like Joseph of Arimathea, a day will come when those who have been silent in the workplace, 
classroom, political office, and home will have to step forward and clearly identify their 
allegiance to King Jesus. This confession will demand courage and come at great cost. 
 
Upfront let us display this fabricated myth of a prosperity gospel. The gospel will not make your 
life better in the horizontal. Such thinking is bad at best and heretical at its worse. I wonder if 
Mary believed in the prosperity gospel? Or Joseph, or the shepherds, or the Magi, or Joseph of 
Arimathea, or Nicodemus? I believe the New Testament shows how those who believe in Jesus 
shall suffer persecution and this principle is openly displayed by Joseph of Arimathea. 
 
Opening Story 
 
“At that perilous moment Joseph of Arimathea, a city of the Jews, of whom we never heard 
before and of whom we never hear again, suddenly made his appearance. He was the very man 
needed for the occasion, a man of influence.”1 
 
Introduction 
 
“Matthew 27:57 described him simply as a rich man and disciple of Jesus, but according to Mark 
15:43 Joseph of Arimathea was "a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
looking for the kingdom of God"; and Luke 23:50–56 adds that he "had not consented to their 
decision and action".  According to John 19:38, upon hearing of Jesus' death, this secret disciple 
of Jesus "asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him 
permission." Joseph immediately purchased a linen shroud (Mark 15:46) and proceeded to 
Golgotha to take the body of Jesus down from the cross. There, according to John 19:39-40, 
Joseph and Nicodemus took the body and bound it in linen cloths with the spices that 
Nicodemus had bought. The disciples then conveyed the prepared corpse to a man-made cave 
hewn from rock in a garden of his house nearby. The Gospel of Matthew alone suggests that this 
was Joseph's own tomb (Matthew 27:60). The burial was undertaken speedily, "for the Sabbath 
was drawing on".”2 



 

2 

 
 Literary Context 

 
The Council 
Luke 22:66 When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes,  
Luke 23:2 And they began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay 
taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King."  

 
Pilate: Luke 23:3, 4 
3 So Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And He answered him and said, "It is as you say." 
4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no guilt in this man." 

 
Herod: Luke 23:11, 12 
11 And Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him, dressed Him in a gorgeous 
robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 12 Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very day; for before 
they had been enemies with each other. 

 
The Mob: Luke 23:20-24 
20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, 21 but they kept on calling out, saying, "Crucify, crucify 
Him!" 22 And he said to them the third time, "Why, what evil has this man done? I have found in Him no guilt 
demanding death; therefore I will punish Him and release Him." 23 But they were insistent, with loud voices asking 
that He be crucified. And their voices began to prevail. 24 And Pilate pronounced sentence that their demand be 
granted. 

 
Simon of Cyrene: Luke 23:26 
26 When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, coming in from the country, and placed on him 
the cross to carry behind Jesus. 

 
Two Criminals: Luke 23:39-43 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save 
Yourself and us!" 40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation?41 And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve 
for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." 42 And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come 
in Your kingdom!" 43 And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 

 
The Centurion: Luke 23:47-49 
47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, "Certainly this man was 
innocent." 48 And all the crowds who came together for this spectacle, when they observed what had happened, 
began to return, beating their breasts. 49 And all His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him from 
Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these things. 

 
From all of this we have Joseph of Arimathea. 
 

 Historical Context 
 
“Joseph of Arimathea is one of the few who is mentioned in all four Gospels. [His act was so 
notable that all four gospels reference his kindness and commitment to Jesus]. His deed of 
giving his own tomb for Jesus burial was foretold by Isaiah in the suffering servant passage. 
(Is.53:9) “He made his grave with the rich.” The crucifixion is full of irony in that the anointed 
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Messiah was a suffering servant, despised and punished. Another more overlooked irony is a 
disciple of Jesus was found among the Sanhedrin. Not only was Joseph of Arimathea a member 
of the exclusive seventy, Joseph was a prominent member of the Council. (Mark 15:43) We are 
also told that Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man. (Matthew 27:57)”3 
 
Let us consider five things about this unlikely, but ordinary man who followed Jesus. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. His Character (v. 50) 
 

 50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of 
the council, a good and righteous man, 

 

“Character is defined as strength of moral fiber. A person’s character is the sum of his or her 
disposition, thoughts, intentions, desires, and actions. It is good to remember that character is 
gauged by general tendencies, not on the basis of a few isolated actions. We must look at the 
whole life. For example, King David was a man of good character (1 Samuel 13:14) although he 
sinned on occasion (2 Samuel 11). And although King Ahab may have acted nobly once (1 Kings 
22:35), he was still a man of overall bad character (1 Kings 16:33). Several people in the Bible are 
described as having noble character: Ruth (Ruth 3:11), Hanani (Nehemiah 7:2), David (Psalm 
78:72), and Job (Job 2:3). These individuals’ lives were distinguished by persistent moral 
virtue.”4 
 
He was a member of the council | What is the Sanhedrin? 
 

“The Sanhedrin (Hebrew and Jewish Palestinian Aramaic: ַסְנֶהְדִרין; Greek: Συνέδριον, synedrion, 
"sitting together," hence "assembly" or "council") were assemblies of either twenty-three or 
seventy-one elders (known as "rabbis" after the destruction of the Second Temple), appointed to 
sit as a tribunal in every city in the ancient Land of Israel. In the Second Temple period, the Great 
Sanhedrin met in the Temple in Jerusalem, in a building called the Hall of Hewn Stones. The 
Great Sanhedrin convened every day except festivals and the sabbath day (Shabbat).”5 
 
“The ancient Jewish court system was called the Sanhedrin. The Great Sanhedrin was the 
supreme religious body in the Land of Israel during the time of the Holy Temple. There were 
also smaller religious Sanhedrins in every town in the Land of Israel, as well as a civil political-
democratic Sanhedrin. These Sanhedrins existed until the abolishment of the rabbinic 
patriarchate in about 425 C.E. The earliest record of a Sanhedrin is by Josephus who wrote of a 
political Sanhedrin convened by the Romans in 57 B.C.E. Hellenistic sources generally depict 
the Sanhedrin as a political and judicial council headed by the country’s ruler.”6 
 
“The Greek word Συνέδριον, sunedrion, means literally “sitting together” and is usually 
translated “council.” It is referred to in the New Testament as “the Great Law-Court,” “the Court 
of Seventy-One,” and “the rulers and elders and scribes.” It was the supreme theocratic court of 
the Jews. It reflected the local autonomy which first the Greek and later the Roman powers 
granted the Jewish nation during their successive sovereignty over the Land of Israel.”7 
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The council had about 70 members plus the ruling high priest. Three professional groups 
composed the council: 
 

 High priests — the acting high priest and former high priests, and members of the chief-
priestly families 

 Elders — tribal and family heads of the people and the priesthood 
 Scribes — legal professionals 

 
"According to R. Jose b. Halafta, the members of the Great Bet Din were required to possess the 
following qualifications: scholarship, modesty, and popularity among their fellow men (Tosef., 
Hag. ii. 9; Sanh. 88b). According to an interpretation in Sifre, Num. 92 (ed. Friedmann, p. 25b), 
they had also to be strong and courageous. Only such were eligible, moreover, as had filled three 
offices of gradually increasing dignity, namely, those of local judge, and member successively 
of two magistracies at Jerusalem (Jose b. Halafta, l.c.). R. Johanan, a Palestinian amora of the 
third century, enumerates the qualifications of the members of the Sanhedrin as follows: they 
must be tall, of imposing appearance, and of advanced age; and they must be learned and must 
understand foreign languages as well as some of the arts of the necromancer (Sanh. 19a)." [Jewish 
Encyclopedia, "Sanhedrin."] What I suspect has happened is that there where regulations for non-
Israelites' placement on the Sandhedrin. A prosyletite could be a member only if he married a 
Israelite woman. This rule had nothing to do with whether full Israelites could be seated in the 
Sanhedrin if they were single.”8 
 
“The Mishnah tractate Sanhedrin (IV:2) states that the Sanhedrin was to be recruited from the 
following sources: Priests (Kohanim), Levites (Levi'im), and ordinary Jews who were members 
of those families having a pure lineage such that their daughters were allowed to marry 
priests.”9 
 
“A council involved in this abhorrent activity would seem the least likely place to find secret 
disciples of Jesus. Joseph of Arimathea is identified to us specifically as a secret disciple of Jesus 
(John 19:38). Another member of the council, Nicodemus is very strongly implied to be a secret 
disciple of Jesus too. Not only do we find two extraordinary disciples of Jesus among this 
infamous council, but also we find them at the forefront during the most critical three-day 
juncture of human history.”10 
 
Just | Righteous  
What is said of Joseph of Arimathea here was said of Joseph, the husband of Mary in Matthew 
1:19. 
 
Devout | Good [Only used by Luke in the NT] 

 Luke 2:25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was 
just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

 Acts 2:5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 
 Acts 8:2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
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“This man sustained a high character. He was an "honourable counsellor," Mr 15:43; he "waited 
for the kingdom of God;" he was "a good man, and a just;" he had nobly set himself against the 
wicked purposes of the sanhedrim, Lu 23:51.”11 
 
“On the basis of Deuteronomy 21:22-23, the Jews sought to bury a crucified body before 
nightfall, especially before the Sabbath began. This sometimes clashed with the practice of the 
romans, who used crucifixion as a public example to provoke fear. They often refused burial for 
their victims. It was probably Joseph’s status as a respected member of the Sanhedrin that 
prompted Pilate to release Jesus’ body so soon after death.”12 
 

II. His Caution (John 19:38) 
 

 38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So 
he came and took away his body. 

 
“Even though Joseph of Arimathea had attempted to keep his love for Jesus a secret, he boldly 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus to be placed in his trust.”13 
 
Many of you have “hidden” your love for Christ and His Church for various reasons. Your co-
workers or family members or even your closest social group do not know that you are a lover 
of Jesus. I pray when it is necessary you will openly identify with Jesus and His Church. 
 
It isn’t where you begin, but where you end up. 
 
“Perfect passive participle of kruptô. An example of the rulers described in Joh 12:41-43 who 
through cowardice feared to own their faith in Jesus as the Messiah. But it must be put down to 
the credit of Joseph that he showed courage in this darkest hour when the majority had lost 
heart.”14 
 
Some suggest Pilate’s consent was designed to irritate and mortify the religious establishment 
by acting contrary to their wishes and desires. 
 
III. His Confession (v. 51) 
 

 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of 
God. 

 
Simeon 
 Luke 2:25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

Anna 
 Luke 2:38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 

that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.  
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Our confession is what identifies us to our surrounding public and closest peers. Joseph’s 
opposition to the decision and action of the Sanhedrin put him at odds with his surrounding 
public and closest peers. It is my prayer that we will openly stand for Jesus and His Church as 
the pressures continue to increase to capitulate and concede. The differences between us and 
Babylon have always existed. Our times are not unique. The Lord is allowing us to see the sharp 
divide that does exist between the two. May our confession become even more vocal and public 
as we stand for Christ and His Church. 
 
IV. His Courage (v. 52) 
 

 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  

 
“In the Bible, courage is also called “good cheer” as in Mark 6:50 when Jesus gave the command 
to the disciples who saw Him walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee and coming toward 
them. The Greek word translated “courage” and “good cheer” means literally “boldness and 
confidence.” In the Bible, courage is the opposite of fear. When God commands us to fear not, 
to be of good cheer, and to have courage, He is always commanding against fear, which is the 
opposite of courage. But God doesn’t simply command courage with no reason behind it. In 
nearly every incident where God says “fear not,” there follows a reason to have courage, and 
that reason is God Himself, His nature and His perfect plans.”15 
 
“Christian courage is the willingness to say and do the right thing regardless of the earthly cost, 
because God promises to help you and save you on account of Christ. An act takes courage if it 
will likely be painful. The pain may be physical, as in war and rescue operations. Or the pain 
may be mental as in confrontation and controversy.”16 
 
Three times in chapter three the word for ask occurs. 
 

 Luke 23:23 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of 
them and of the chief priests prevailed. 

 Luke 23:25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom they 
had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 

 Luke 23:52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 

 
“The heroism of faith is usually kindled by desperate circumstances, and is not seldom 
displayed by those who before were the most timid, and scarce known as disciples at all.”17 

  
“By his action he shows that he now insists on being openly counted on the side of the disciples 
of Jesus. He will no longer be merely a secret disciple.”18 
 

“Joseph was willing to sacrifice his reputation and life for Jesus.”19 
 
It isn’t where you begin, but where you end up. 
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V. His Commitment (v. 53) 
 

 53 Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where 
no one had ever yet been laid. 

John Dominic Crossan speculates that Jesus' body may have been thrown into a shallow grave 
and eaten by dogs, the bones scattered.20 Martin Hengel argued that Jesus was buried in disgrace 
as an executed criminal who died a shameful death, a view debated in scholarly literature.21  

“Joseph wanted others to see how much he loved Jesus Christ.”22 
 
“One of those who helped him with the body was Nicodemus (John 19:39-42). And there were 
probably others, servants perhaps.”23 
 
“Both of these men, Joseph and Nicodemus, were high-ranking Jewish religious leaders who 
had become disciples of Jesus. Following the death of Jesus, they wanted to provide the best 
burial they could. Joseph provided an expensive newly hewn tomb in his private garden. 
Nicodemus provided seventy-five pounds of the spices myrrh and aloes (sandalwood) not the 
typical Jewish spices for burial. The cost of the tomb can only be guessed, but very expensive 
and the spices are estimated in our time to be worth about $150,000-$200,000. Both had great 
wealth and they also had great admiration for their Master. A very costly burial for his very 
costly death.”24 
 
“A private grave hewn from stone was an expensive gift, reserved for rich men like Joseph of 
Arimathea. The seventy-five pounds of spices from Nicodemus was also a lavish gift – the 
average Jewish funeral of the day probably used around 5 lbs of spices. The ancient historian 
Josephus tells of the famous rabbi Gamaliel’s burial involving 40 lbs of spices, so 75 lbs is rather 
exorbitant.”25 
 

 John 19:38-41 
38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, 
asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took 
away His body. 39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen 
wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified 
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. [KJV] 

 
“In the same way, they do not mix families in the same tomb. Throughout the Old Testament, 
we see family burial places. When an individual grows old, there is a desire to return to the 
family home to be buried with other family members (Genesis 49:29-32, 2 Samuel 19:37) The 
common practice was that a family tomb belonged only to members of that family. Which meant 
— for Joseph of Arimathea — he was giving up his tomb forever. By allowing the body of Jesus 
to be buried in his brand new, never-before-used tomb, he was forfeiting his right or the right 
of his family members to use that tomb. In the future, only the family members of Jesus would 
be allowed to have their bodies placed there. Joseph would have to go and have a new tomb 
carved for him and his family. Or, so he thought. He may have met with a contractor from Acme 
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Tomb Carvers, Inc. about a new tomb, but canceled those plans after the events of Sunday. Turns 
out that Jesus didn’t need the tomb after all. There were no bones to collect the next year. No 
ossuary was needed. The tomb was empty. What Joseph gave to Jesus was returned to him. 
What Joseph sacrificed was given back. At some point later, Joseph and his family members 
were able to use this tomb for their own burial place.”26 
 
Joseph was committed to Christ. What is commitment? One’s commitment is absolute. 
Commitment identifies you as all in. For example, when you stand on a pier ready to jump into 
the water, you are not yet committed until you leave the pier and are in the air heading toward 
the water! For example, in marriage your commitment to your spouse and family is identified 
by your singular devotion to your spouse and family. You are not failing to support or flirting 
with others. Your faithfulness to your responsibilities within that marriage and family is 
commitment.  
 
Commitment says yes to one voice and no to a thousand other voices. Joseph left the pier and 
jumped completely into the water. 
 
VI. His Company (vv. 55, 56) 
 

A. Women 
 

 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come with 
him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and 
prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 
The female disciples of Jesus were women of strength and equal to and/or surpassing their male 
counterparts in many areas. At His death, burial, and resurrection the female disciples of Jesus 
join their courageous counterparts and tenderly care of His bloodied and broken body. 
 

B. Nicodemus (John 19:39-41) 
 

 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen 
cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because 
of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

 
Nicodemus becomes famous for his night visit to Jesus in John 3. He brings this costly gift of 
exceptional expense. Like Joseph, Nicodemus “hid” his love for Jesus. And like Joseph, in the 
moment of testing, Nicodemus openly identified with Jesus. 
 
Now What; Where do we go from here? [Shepherding the Sheep] 
 
Friends, the Bible tells an unbelievable Story. Because in the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God 
does use courageous means to fulfill impossible promises through decent people. Yet, in all of 
this, we see how God may do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 
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Like Joseph of Arimathea, the day might very well be upon us where we will have to step 
forward and clearly identify our allegiance to King Jesus in the workplace, classroom, political 
office, and home. This confession demands of us courage and will come at great cost. 
 

“Joseph was no longer afraid to speak out for Jesus.”27 “Something at the cross-made, this man 
step out in front of the entire world so they could see how much he cared for Jesus. First the 
centurion, then Joseph.”28 
 
“What can we learn from the example of Joseph? Here are a few quick thoughts on why this 
story is useful for us today: 

1. Don’t follow the crowd. We are in the world, but we are never of the world. There is a 
clear line of demarcation between Babylon and Garden.  Joseph had a faith in Jesus and 
was considered a disciple. This happened despite his being a member of the Sanhedrin, 
who were, as a group, bitterly opposed to Christ. However, Joseph held to his belief in 
Jesus and had a faith in Him despite his surroundings. 

2. Follow Jesus regardless of what the cost. We don’t know how vocal Joseph was in his 
opposition to the Sanhedrin regarding their actions toward Jesus, but he was against their 
plan. However, we do know for sure that Joseph risked everything in asking Pilate for 
the body of Jesus. At some point, our love for Christ and His Church will cost us 
something in the horizontal. The clash between these two worlds is inevitable. We are 
not just standing for our own convenience, but for our children and grand-children. 

3. Trust in His timing. God is working and His will is coming to pass. Joseph probably 
had no idea the days or weeks before the crucifixion that he would be able to be the one 
to honor Jesus’ body by burying Him according to custom. Yet when the time came, he 
stepped out in faith. While Jesus’ twelve disciples were scattered, Joseph was in the right 
position, the right place, and acted at just the right time. 

You might be in the right place at the right time to act for the cause of Christ. It might come 
today or even next week, but the point is to be ready. For Joseph of Arimathea, the opportunity 
arrived, and he stepped out. [Like Esther, perhaps God has brought you into the kingdom for 
such a time as this]?”29 
 
“In the midst of our dark and foggy times, all sorts of voices are shouting orders into the night, 
telling us what to do, how to adjust our lives. Out of the darkness, one voice signals something 
quite opposite to the rest- -something almost absurd. But the voice happens to be the Light of 
the World, and we ignore it at our peril.”30 
 
 

1 https://www.sermonsearch.com/sermon-outlines/22056/joseph-of-arimathea/  
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_of_Arimathea  
3 https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/5836-joseph-of-arimathea  
4 https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-character.html  
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin  
6 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-sanhedrin  
7 https://billpetro.com/history-of-the-sanhedrin  

                                                 



 

10 

                                                                                                                                                                         
8 http://lavistachurchofchrist.org/LVanswers/2008/07-30.html  
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin  
10 https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/5836-joseph-of-arimathea  
11 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Matthew 27:57. 
12 Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, vol. 1:495. 
13 https://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/joseph-of-arimathea-faq.htm  
14 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on John 19:38. 
15 https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-courage.html  
16 https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/christian-courage  
17 Jamieson, Faussett, and Brown Commentary on John 19:38. 
18 William Hendriksen, Luke, NTC, p. 1043. 
19 http://firstbaptistrockville.org/sermon/what-difference-did-the-cross-make-to-joseph-of-arimathea/  
20 Crossan, John Dominic (2009). Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography. p. 143. 
21 Magness, Jodi (2011). Stone and Dung, Oil and Spit: Jewish Daily Life in the Time of Jesus. Eerdmans. p. 146. 
22 http://firstbaptistrockville.org/sermon/what-difference-did-the-cross-make-to-joseph-of-arimathea/  
23 William Hendriksen, Luke, NTC, p. 1043. 
24 https://redmountainjournal.com/costly-burial/  
25 https://www.usurnsonline.com/oddbits/the-most-famous-funeral-of-them-all/  
26 https://www.northwaychurch.net/joseph-gave-jesus-his-tomb-heres-why-thats-a-big-deal/  
27 http://firstbaptistrockville.org/sermon/what-difference-did-the-cross-make-to-joseph-of-arimathea/ 
28 http://firstbaptistrockville.org/sermon/what-difference-did-the-cross-make-to-joseph-of-arimathea/  
29 https://goexplorethebible.com/blog/articles/3-things-we-can-learn-from-joseph-of-arimathea/  
30 http://firstbaptistrockville.org/sermon/what-difference-did-the-cross-make-to-joseph-of-arimathea/  


