
 
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
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These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
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Date: December 13, 2020 
Title The Impossible Possibility of God – The Shepherds, they made known the saying 
Text  Luke 2:8-20 
Theme: In the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God uses unassuming means to complete 

impossible promises through ordered plans. In all of this, we shall see how God may 
do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 

 
Key thought – The Shepherds were nobodies telling everybody about somebody and His name 
is JESUS. Before you can “go and tell,” you must first “come and see.” 
 
You cannot outrun the reach of God.  
 
A.I.M.: To show how God chose the unlikely means of unassuming personalities are the first to 
come and see the Christ child and the first to go and tell others of their encounter. 
 
Gospel Link: 
“Luke’s account of the shepherds is the story of a wondrous and remarkable sign, reminiscent 
of the sign of the burning bush, anticipatory of the sign of the empty tomb, and revelatory of the 
promised arrival of the Davidic Shepherd. The shepherd Moses’ burning bush anticipated the 
greater sign of the burning mountain of Sinai, as YHWH’s presence later descended upon it, 
appearing to the people Moses shepherded out of Egypt. The wrapped child in the manger seen 
by the Bethlehem shepherds anticipated the greater sign of the unwrapped linen garments in 
the empty tomb to the apostolic shepherds.”1 
 
Opening Story 
“A man was bothered with continual ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face. Over 
a period of three years he went to doctor after doctor. One took out his tonsils, one removed his 
appendix, another pulled out all his teeth. Nothing seemed to help. He still had ringing in his 
ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face. Finally, a doctor told him that there was no hope; he only 
had six months to live. The poor fellow quit his job and decided to live it up in the time he had 
left. He went to his tailor and ordered several suits and shirts. The tailor measured his neck and 
wrote down the size: 16. The man corrected him: 15. The tailor measured again: 16. But the man 
insisted that he had always worn a size 15 collar on his shirts. “Well, all right,” said the tailor, 
“but don’t come back here complaining to me if you have ringing in your ears, bulging eyes, 
and a flushed face!” 
Sometimes the solutions to life’s problems are simpler than we think. Our world has incredibly 
complex problems: wars, terror-ism, famines, catastrophes. People have complex problems: 
physical, emotional, and family problems. Sometimes we despair as we try to help others or to 
deal with our own problems. At times the proposed solutions seem so complex that we aren’t 
sure we can implement them. But God provides a simple solution for all of the complex 
problems we face in this world. It is the simple solution of the Savior, whose birth we celebrate 
at Christmas.”2 
 
As a master engineer, God places each part into a beautiful whole. What we see is primarily 
cosmetic. What God sees is structural and mechanical. 
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“Architectural draftspersons create blueprints for designing homes and additions. They 
prepare architectural plans and technical drawings for construction and engineering 
purposes.”3 
 
Joe Herriges, a contractor within our fellowship, explained how weight bearing beams have to 
have the proper footing in order to hold: 

 
Load path bearing - the vertical loads that are applied to a building, weight of materials 
used to build the structure (dead load), or weight of something movable like snow, 
furniture, people, etc  (live load) the framing members on bearing walls must line up with 
the floor joist to provide load path bearing to the foundation which then transfers the 
load to the earth to avoid structural damage.  If the framing members don’t line up it’s a 
point load and it needs to be transferred to the framing by a header or girder or other 
means that transfers the load to menders that are lined up to provide load path bearing 
to the earth. If load path bearing is not achieved the building will suffer structural 
damage. 

 
“It is probable that their flock was intended for offerings in the temple, as flocks for this purpose 
were kept in the vicinity of Bethlehem. In this case they would before long have gone to 
Jerusalem and would there also have told the whole story to the pious people who were 
awaiting the coming of the promised Messiah. In this manner they would have prepared 
persons like Simeon and Anna (vv. 25-40) for their welcoming of the Christ-child.”4 
 
Introduction 
“This is the third time in the opening chapters of Luke that we encounter the angel of the Lord. 
First Gabriel speaks to Zachariah and gives him the promise of a son. This promise was made 
and fulfilled in Luke 1 and resulted in wonder and fear for those who saw it. Then, Gabriel spoke 
with Mary and promised her a son — a promise now come to pass. On the same night when 
Mary’s promise comes to pass, the messenger appears a third time. By this time, we have come 
to trust that words spoken by angels are the message of God and are worthy of trusting response. 
This third visit is similar as once again people find themselves afraid in the presence of one sent 
from God, but it is also different. The messenger appears with the Lord’s glory that shines 
around the shepherds. And their response is terror. The “glory of the Lord” is an Old Testament 
phrase referring to God’s presence and strength. It is often associated with light and shining.  
One of the first places we come across God’s glory is in the deliverance of God’s people from 
Egypt. In Exodus 14:17-18 God declares that he will get glory when Pharaoh and his armies are 
destroyed and that in this way Pharaoh will know who is truly God. God’s glory is first revealed 
in the destruction of Israel’s enemies as a form of God’s might.”5 
 
“While fisherman are prominent in the New Testament, in which the gospel goes out beyond 
the land to reach the Gentile peoples, shepherds dominate the Old Testament. The patriarchs 
were shepherds, and distinguished from the Egyptians by that fact (Genesis 46:32-34; 47:3). 
Moses was a shepherd, as was David. In a familiar Old Testament image, both God and the 
leaders of Israel were regarded as shepherds of the people, with the nation as their ‘flock’ (e.g. 
Psalm 23; Jeremiah 3:15; 23:1-4; Ezekiel 34). Moses was a shepherd (Exodus 3:1) and he delivered 
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Israel from Pharaoh as a shepherd, using a shepherd’s rod to strike the enemy of his people and 
leading Israel through the wilderness like a flock (Isaiah 63:11-13). Moses’ first encounter with 
YHWH was while keeping watch over his father-in-law’s flock. He saw an angelic appearance 
with glory phenomena, something that probably occurred at night, considering the appearance 
of the fire (Exodus 3:2). He was given the further sign that he would later worship YHWH on 
Mount Horeb with the people after bringing them out of Egypt (3:12). The shepherds in Luke 
are watching their flocks, when they see an angelic appearance, accompanied with the glory of 
YHWH, and are also given a further sign. Here we should note the parallel between Exodus 3:12 
and Luke 2:12.”6 
 
“There are the local shepherds, out in the fields just minding their own business, watching over 
their flock by night, in other words, doing their job. I wonder if a contemporary equivalent 
would be night watchmen, or one of those construction crews whose task it is to work on the 
freeway all night to minimize the impact of their work on daytime traffic? At any rate, picture 
those whose job it is to work outside in the middle of the night.”7 
 
These shepherds are not the hirelings in John 10 or the rebuked in Ezekiel. These are faithful 
shepherds who would give their lives for the sheep. 
 
“The central portion of this passage is, of course, the angels’ message and song, the former of 
which proclaims the transcendent fact of the Incarnation, and the latter hymns its blessed results. 
But, subsidiary to these, the silent vision which preceded them and the visit to Bethlehem which 
followed are to be noted. Taken together, they cast varying gleams on the great fact of the birth 
of Jesus Christ.”8 
 
The shepherds are the first to come and see and the first to go and tell. 
 
Literary Context: 
 
“Luke's Gospel is the gospel of the poor and lowly. This revelation to the shepherds acquires 
additional meaning as we remember that shepherds, as a class, were under the Rabbinic ban, 
because of their necessary isolation from religious ordinances, and their manner of life, which 
rendered strict legal observance well-nigh impossible.”9 
 
Historical Context: 
 
“Φυλακη ́ is sometimes used of a watch as a measure of time, as in Matthew 14:25; Mark 6:48; 
Luke 12:38. So possibly here. There is a play upon the words: watching watches. There was 
near Bethlehem, on the road to Jerusalem, a tower known as Migdal Eder, or the watch-tower 
of the flock. Here was the station where shepherds watched the flocks destined for sacrifice in 
the temple. Animals straying from Jerusalem on any side, as far as from Jerusalem to Migdal 
Eder, were offered in sacrifice. It was a settled conviction among the Jews that the Messiah was 
to be born in Bethlehem, and equally that he was to be revealed from Migdal Eder. The beautiful 
significance of the revelation of the infant Christ to shepherds watching the flocks destined for 
sacrifice needs no comment. 
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Their flock (τη ̀ν ̟οίµνην) 
May not the singular number fall in with what has just been said? - the flock, the temple-flock, 
specially devoted to sacrifice. The pronoun their would furnish no objection, since it is common 
to speak of the flock as belonging to the shepherd. Compare John 10:3, John 10:4.”10 
 
“Although the Old and New Testaments ascribe great personal honor to the men and women of 
this occupation, the shepherds of the era of Christ’s birth appeared to be less honored in the 
Jewish tradition.  
The rabbis who produced the Talmudic literature (written around A.D. 200-500 but containing 
oral traditions from before, during and after the earthly lifetime of Jesus) often regarded 
shepherds as dishonest and prone to violating Jewish law. 
Likewise, Philo, a Jewish sage in Egypt and a contemporary of Jesus, wrote that shepherds ‘are 
held to be mean and inglorious’ (On Husbandry, 61). 
Nevertheless, God often uses unlikely vessels to further His will. According to the Jewish 
Mishnah (A.D. 200 but also containing longstanding oral traditions of previous ages), animals 
in the vicinity of Bethlehem (specifically Migdal Eder — “Tower of the Flock”) could be offered 
for Temple sacrifices (Shekalim 7:4).  
According to Eusebius, a Palestinian Christian leader of the fourth century in his work, 
‘Concerning the Place-names in Sacred Scriptures’ (Section B, 196), Migdal Eder was located one 
Roman mile east of Bethlehem (a Roman mile of 1,000 paces is a little short of our mile by 143 
yards). 
If the shepherds of Luke’s account were those who kept flocks potentially destined for the 
Temple at Migdal Eder, they especially would have been receptive to the angel’s message.  
Both the geographical locations of Bethlehem and nearby Migdal Eder are mentioned in Micah’s 
prophecy of the Messiah (Micah 5:2 and 4:8). In regard to Migdal Eder, this locale too is linked 
to the coming of the King.”11 
 
“Only two names yet remain to be mentioned, but those of the deepest and most solemn interest. 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of our Lord, and Jerusalem, where He was crucified. It deserves 
notice, that the answer which the Sanhedrists of old gave to the inquiries of Herod (Matt 2:5) is 
equally returned in many Talmudical passages, and with the same reference to Micah 5:2. It may 
therefore be regarded as a settled point that, according to the Jewish fathers, Messiah, the Son 
of David, was to be born in Bethlehem of Judah. But there is one passage in the Mishnah which 
throws such peculiar light on the Gospel narrative, that it will be best to give it in its entirety. 
We know that, on the night in which our Saviour was born, the angels' message came to those 
who probably alone of all in or near Bethlehem were "keeping watch." For, close by Bethlehem, 
on the road to Jerusalem, was a tower, known as Migdal Eder, the "watch-tower of the flock." For 
here was the station where shepherd watched their flocks destined for sacrifices in the Temple. 
So well known was this, that if animals were found as far from Jerusalem as Migdal Eder, and 
within that circuit on every side, the males were offered as burnt-offerings, the females as peace-
offerings.  
R. Jehudah adds: "If suited for Paschal sacrifices, then they are Paschal sacrifices, provided it be 
not more than thirty days before the feast" (Shekal. vii 4; compare also Jer. Kid. ii. 9). It seems of 
deepest significance, almost like the fulfilment of type, that those shepherds who first heard 
tidings of the Saviour's birth, who first listened to angels' praises, were watching flocks destined 
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to be offered as sacrifices in the Temple. There was the type, and here the reality. At all times 
Bethlehem was among "the least" in Judah-so small that the Rabbis do not even refer to it in 
detail. The small village-inn was over-crowded, and the guests from Nazareth found shelter 
only in the stable, whose manger became the cradle of the King of Israel.  
It was here that those who tended the sacrificial flocks, heaven-directed, found the Divine Babe-
significantly the first to see Him, to believe, and to adore. But this is not all. It is when we 
remember, that presently these shepherds would be in the Temple, and meet those who came 
thither to worship and to sacrifice, that we perceive the full significance of what otherwise 
would have seemed scarcely worth while noticing in connection with humble shepherds: "And 
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning 
this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds" (Luke 2:17-18). Moreover, we can understand the wonderful impression made on 
those in the courts of the Temple, as, while they selected their sacrifices, the shepherds told the 
devout of the speedy fulfilment of all these types in what they had themselves seen and heard 
in that night of wonders; how eager, curious crowds might gather around to discuss, to wonder, 
perhaps to mock; how the heart of "just and devout" old Simeon would be gladdened within 
him, in expectation of the near realisation of a life's hopes and prayers; and how aged Anna, and 
they who like her "looked for redemption in Israel," would lift up their heads, since their 
salvation was drawing nigh. Thus the shepherds would be the most effectual heralds of the 
Messiah in the Temple, and both Simeon and Anna be prepared for the time when the infant 
Saviour would be presented in the sanctuary. But there is yet another verse which, as we may 
suggest, would find a fuller explanation in the fact that these shepherds tended the Temple 
flocks. When in Luke 2:20 we read that "the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God," 
the meaning in that connection seems somewhat difficult till we realise that, after bringing their 
flocks to the Temple, they would return to their own homes, and carry with them, joyfully and 
gratefully, tidings of the great salvation.”12  
 
Theological Context: 
 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Revelation by the Angels (vv. 1-14) 
 
A. Let us notice the circumstances (vv. 8, 9) 

 
 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear.  

 
1. Who are these shepherds 

 
These shepherds were guarding the flocks. Against what? Against the serpent’s attack! 
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“This area on the outskirts of Bethlehem is mentioned in the Talmudic writings. According to 
the Talmud, all cattle found in the area surrounding Jerusalem “as far as Migdal Eder” were 
deemed to be holy and consecrated and could only be used for sacrifices in the Temple, in 
particular for the peace and Passover sacrifices. There was thus a special, consecrated circle 
around the city of Jerusalem. This means the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem who first 
heard the Good News from the angels were not ordinary shepherds but served the sacrificial 
system of the Temple. These men served the Mosaic covenant, a foreshadowing of the new 
covenant. And these men were now confronted with the reality of the eternal light to which their 
ministry had been pointing all these centuries. It was declaring a new era of salvation!”13 
 
“The shepherds’ fields outside Bethlehem, to this day, play a central role in the Christmas 
celebrations in the Holy Land. Countless tourists have visited the fields between Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem. The church historian Eusebius linked these fields to a unique biblical location 
called Migdal Eder, which translated means the “tower of the flock”.”14 
 
And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it come, the former dominion shall 
come, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem” (Micah 4:8). 
 
“Millenia ago, in the ancient times of Jacob and Rachel, Bethlehem was called Ephrath. Jacob 
buried his beloved Rachel there, “beyond the tower of Eder,” after she died giving birth to 
Benjamin (Genesis 35:19-21). The Tower of Eder was Migdal-Eder, or the Tower of the Flock.  
Ruth and Boaz gleaned wheat and married in this same area (Ruth 4:11-13). King David was 
born and crowned king of Israel there by Samuel (1 Samuel 16), and Bethlehem Ephrath, 
meaning, house of bread of fruitfulness, later came to be known as the City of David.  
Joseph and Mary, as David’s descendants, were in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ immanent 
birth, because the Roman government had ordered everyone to their ancestral hometown for 
census and taxation. As was prophesied, Jesus was a direct descendant from the line of David, 
born in his city:  
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out 
of you shall come forth to Me, The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, 
From everlasting.”Micah 5:2 
In those outlying areas of the little town of Bethlehem Ephrathah, on the road to Jerusalem, lay 
the Shepherd’s Field, the same field where Rachel was buried, Ruth and Boaz gleaned wheat for 
bread, King David was born and anointed, and the coming of the Messiah was prophesied.  
In the Shepherd’s Field 
The Shepherd’s Field was no ordinary place. The Jewish Talmud’s sacrificial regulations 
specified that the lambs sacrificed in the temple had to be born and raised within five miles of 
Jerusalem. Lambs destined for sacred use in the blood sacrifices of Jewish temple ministry twice 
a day, as well as for Passover, were born in the Shepherd’s Field.  
Unblemished male rams were designated mostly for burnt (sin) offerings, female ewes reserved 
for peace offerings (Leviticus 1, 3). Bethlehem was famous for these sacrificial lambs.  
The shepherds who watched over the flocks were not ordinary shepherds. Trained and 
employed in Levitical regulations by the temple priests close by, these shepherds kept watch 
over the sacrificial flock, day and night, from the upper-story vantage of the agricultural 
watchtower.  
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Laboring sheep were brought into the protective lower level of the migdal in the Shepherd’s 
Field. Rather than a stable with donkeys, chickens, and cows, this tower sheltered only lambs 
consecrated for holy use.  
The priestly shepherds inspected all the lambs born in the Tower of the Flock in the fields of 
Bethlehem for any defect. Those precious and terribly fragile baby lambs deemed worthy for 
temple sacrifice were wrapped tightly in swaddling cloths and laid in the close protection of 
a manger, a feeding trough hewn from stone, to keep them from bumps, bruises, broken 
bones, and other blemishes, until they relaxed, rested, and grew sufficiently.  
Because the sacrificial lambs had to be reserved, unblemished, within five miles of the Temple, 
and the cleanest stable with the cleanest feeding troughs—a perfect crib, eh?—would naturally 
be at the Tower of the Flock in Bethlehem, Joseph probably took them there purposefully in the 
pinch. The Lamb of God that would be led to the slaughter, as Isaiah 53 says, was born at the 
place all the other lambs for sacrifice were born (Micah 4:8). 
‘You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot’ (1 Peter 1:18-19).  
The five miles of outlying pasture around Bethlehem Ephratha are where the angelic 
announcement took place and where the shepherds witnessed it.”15 
 

2. Who is this angel 
 
I would assume because of Gabriel’s role to the Christ child, this is He. He is leading the “armies 
of the LORD” in greeting and announcing the Christ child. 
 

3. Where are we geographically 
 
“Jerusalem and Bethlehem were next-door neighbors [only six miles apart], the first a large city 
and the second a tiny hamlet that would not normally be a major destination. Bethlehem in that 
day was a place you stayed on your way to the big city. You spent the night in Bethlehem and 
the next day you walked six miles to Jerusalem.”16 
 

B. Let us notice the message (v. 10) 
 

 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 

 
1. Fear not 

 

2. Good news - Grk “I evangelize to you great joy.” 
 

3. Great joy 
 

4. For all the people 
 

C. Let us notice the reason why (v. 11) 
 

 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
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“The angel's announcement is good news.  The good news is the Gospel.  It is explained in 
vs.11”17 
 

1. The Good News is Personal 
For unto you.... 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Rom 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
I'm so glad that I'm a "whosoever." 
 

2. The Good News is Present 
...is born this day.... 
No more waiting, no need to delay, Christ is born today. What are you waiting for? 
II Cor. 6:2 
 
“The Greek word for today (σήµερον, sēmeron) occurs eleven times in the Gospel of Luke (2:11; 
4:21; 5:26; 12:28; 13:32-33; 19:5, 9; 22:34, 61; 23:43) and nine times in Acts. Its use, especially in 
passages such as 2:11; 4:21; 5:26; 19:5, 9, signifies the dawning of the era of messianic salvation 
and the fulfillment of the plan of God. Not only does it underscore the idea of present fulfillment 
in Jesus’ ministry, but it also indicates salvific fulfillment present in the church (cf. Acts 1:6; 3:18; 
D. L. Bock, Luke [BECNT], 1:412; I. H. Marshall, Luke, [NIGTC], 873).”18 
 

3. The Good News is Practical 
A Savior.... 
This is mankind's greatest need, and that need has been met through the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

4. The Good News is Prophetic 
...which is Christ the Lord... 
He is the Messiah, the anointed One of Israel.  The Savior who had been prophesied of in the OT 
and long awaited. 
 

a. This good news Casts Out Fear (vv. 8-10a)19 
b. This good news is for all people (v. 10) 
c. This good news Brings Joy (v. 10) 
d. This good news Brings Peace (vv. 11-14) 
e. This good news solicits adoration (v. 20) 
f. This good news is to be Shared (vv. 17, 18) 

 
D. Let us notice the sign (v. 12) 

 
 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
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“Glory to God in the Highest 
The shepherds were guarding the sacrificial flocks on the hills of Bethlehem that night when the 
angel startled them from out of the darkness:  
“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; 
for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be 
a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-
12, emphasis added). A swaddled baby was normal, as an expecting mother embroidered 
swaddling cloths for her newborn baby with symbolism from her family and the father’s, 
showing that the two families had come together and moved forward in the new child. Middle 
Eastern Christian mothers, to this day, still wrap their tiny babies in such special cloths to protect 
their extremities and help them rest peacefully. I did the same with my babies. But a manger? 
The “sign” for the shepherds—privileged to receive that first, stunning public announcement of 
salvation—was a human infant, wrapped in “swaddling cloths” in a “manger,” exactly like their 
fragile, newborn, sacrificial lambs. When the heralds and glory had left them to the silent holy 
night, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem” (Luke 2:15). The Messiah 
could have been resting peacefully anywhere in Bethlehem, but the shepherds needed no further 
direction. They who raised the sacrificial lambs for the temple knew exactly where to go, for the 
sign of a manger could only mean a manger in the Tower of the Flock in their fields. Surely they 
recalled Micah’s prophesies as they hurried, knowing from experience that the restoration of 
Israel’s royal authority in the Messiah would come from the bottom floor of Migdal-Eder (4:8), 
not merely in Bethlehem, but more specifically Bethlehem Ephrathah (5:2)—the town of David, 
the home of Boaz, the burial ground of Rachel. Who else would understand such a heavenly 
message, but these special shepherds? Babies don’t belong in mangers, yet this One, destined to 
be “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” could belong nowhere else.”20  
 
“The word sign in the New Testament normally involves a miracle with a messianic message. 
Let’s examine some of the significant details in the birth of Jesus. 
 

 The Village—A Significant Place 
 
Bethlehem, David’s hometown, was also the place he first reigned as king. Micah 5:2 specifies 
Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah, the greater Son of David: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel.” While this portion is quoted by Matthew in the New Testament, 
the text of Micah continues, “whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” The one 
born in Bethlehem was none other than the eternal Son of God. Jesus didn’t begin in 
Bethlehem—He always was. The one who existed for all time became flesh and was born in 
Bethlehem.  
 

 The Shepherds and the Stable—A Significant Prophecy (Micah 4:7, 8) 
 
The tower of the flock (Migdal Eder) is also found in Micah 4:7-8, the context of which is a clear 
messianic prophecy of the coming earthly kingdom when Jesus Christ will reign over Jerusalem 
forever: “And the lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation; 
and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion from this time forth and forevermore. And 
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you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it come, the former dominion 
shall come, kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.”  
 

 The Baby Born—A Significant Person 
 

Biblical typology is the foreshadowing through a person, event or institution in the Old 
Testament that portrays some reality fulfilled in the ministry of Christ. Jesus was born in the 
region where tens of thousands of lambs—whose sacrifices prefigured Him—had been birthed 
and prepared for their death at the Temple altar. God promised it, pictured it and performed it 
at Migdal Eder. 
The opening introduction of Jesus by John the Baptist (in John 1:29) states, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Peter spoke of redemption through Christ in 1 Peter 
1:18-19, “knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot.” Paul also wrote, “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed” (1 Corinthians 5:7).  
While He was the lamb who was sacrificed, Jesus was also the priest who offered Himself as the 
sacrifice. Hebrews 7:26-27 states, “For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high 
priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has 
no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those 
of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.”  
Christ timed His death—not by chance but by choice—at the time of the Passover celebration. 
Our Lord Jesus, born in Bethlehem—where all sacrificial lambs were born—died in Jerusalem—
where all sacrificial lambs were killed. And He will return to reign from that same region. How 
magnificent to know our sovereign God orchestrated the events of Jewish and Roman history 
and tradition. God caused Mary and Joseph to be in Bethlehem so Jesus would be born as 
predicted and within the environmental and special limits where the sacrificial lambs would be 
prepared. Jesus is our Passover Lamb.”21  
 

E. Let us notice the heavenly host (vv. 13, 14) 
 

 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

 

These are / this is the LORD’S ARMY! Grk “a multitude of the armies of heaven.”  
 

II. The Presentation of the Christ child (vv. 15-21) 
 

A. They went (vv. 15, 16) 
 

 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  

 

“Said to one another (elaloun pros allêlous). Imperfect tense, inchoative, "began to speak," each 
to the other. It suggests also repetition, they kept saying, Now (dê). A particle of urgency. This 
thing (to rhêma touto)”22 
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B. They saw (v. 17a) 

 
 17 And when they saw it,  

 
C. They made known (v. 17b) 

 
Diagnorizo = “To tell abroad” It occurs only here in the NT. 
 

 they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart.  

 
“Grk “marveled.” It is a hard word to translate with one term in this context. There is a mixture of 
amazement and pondering at work in considering the surprising events here. See Luke 1:21, 63; 2:33.”23 
 
“v. 19 -  Kept (sunetêrei). Imperfect active. She kept on keeping together (sun-) all these things. 
They were meat and drink to her. She was not astonished, but filled with holy awe. The verb 
occurs from Aristotle on. She could not forget. But did not Mary keep also a Baby Book? And 
may not Luke have seen it? Pondering (sunballousa). An old Greek word. Placing together for 
comparison. Mary would go over each detail in the words of Gabriel and of the shepherds and 
compare the sayings with the facts so far developed and brood over it all with a mother's high 
hopes and joy.”24 
 
“The term συµβάλλουσα (sumballousa) suggests more than remembering. She is trying to put 
things together here (Josephus, Ant. 2.5.3 [2.72]).”25 
 

D. They returned (v. 20) 
 

 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 

1. They glorified God 
2. They praised God 

 

“The closing remark just as they had been told notes a major theme of Luke 1-2 as he sought to 
reassure Theophilus: God does what he says he will do.”26 
 
Now What; Where do we go from here? [Shepherding the Sheep] 
 

 Come and see the good news of Jesus. (vv. 8-10)27 
 

 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 
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“It was a first declaration of the euangelion, the Good News of the redemptive Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is remarkable to see that this first declaration made to Israelites outside the immediate 
family of Jesus was not given to the religious or political rulers of Israel but to shepherds keeping 
their flocks.”28 
 

 Come and see the glory of Jesus. (vv. 11-14) 
 

 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

 
“The doxology ‘Glory to God in the highest’ is the climax of the story.”29 
 
“What has happened, the birth of the Redeemer, is the outcome and revelation of the glory of 
God, for in the coming of Christ the zenith of the divine Self-revelation has been reached. 
Therefore to God belongs the honor and the glory and to Him who is in highest heaven all praise 
should be accorded for the event.”30 
 

 Now, Go and Tell the good news of Jesus. (vv. 15-20) 
 

 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 
“These men hid nothing. So thoroughly convinced were these men of the truth of their story, 
and so sure were they of its importance, that they were willing to risk disbelief and even 
ridicule.”31 
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