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Date: November 29, 2020 
Title The Impossible Possibility of God - Mary, the Servant of the Lord 
Text  Luke 1:26-38, 46-55 
Theme: In the fulfilling of Ancient Promises, God uses unusual means to fulfill impossible 

promises through unlikely, but ordinary people. In all of this, we shall see how God 
may do as He desires and when He does, He is always right. 

 
Key Verse:  38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” 
 
A.I.M.: God chooses the common life of a virgin servant to fulfill the Seed Promise. There are 
four things about Mary’s life this passage tells us of.  
 
Gospel Link: Mary was chosen by God. God can choose anyone to do whatever He wills and 
what He wills always comes to pass. In and through Mary, the Seed Promised comes to pass. 
 
Opening story – “You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
Definition of you're kidding (me) 
informal 
—used when someone says something surprising or that seems as if it could not be serious or 
true."  

 He said he lost all the papers you gave him. " "You're kidding me." 

 For instance, when the bartender explains that they ran out of beer on tap on St. Patrick's 
Day, the response would be, "You've got to be kidding me!!" 

 Bob: Sally is getting married. Did you hear? Mary: You've got to be kidding!  

 Bill: I think I swallowed my gold tooth! Mother: You've got to be kidding! 

 A: "Did you hear that Sam got promoted to General Manager?" B: "You've got to be 
kidding me! That guy couldn't manage his way out of a paper bag!"  

 Oh, you have got to be kidding! How can the traffic already be so backed up? 
 
This story, like many in the Bible, is, “You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” Stories. BUT, they 
are true. God uses unusual means to fulfill impossible promises through unlikely, but 
ordinary people. 
 
Introduction: 
“Mary, or Virgin Mary, is one of the most controversial woman in the history of religion. 
According to the New Testament Mary is the mother of Jesus. She was an ordinary Jewish 
woman of Nazareth, and she was impregnated by God in a sinless way.”1 
 
“The church has often had a difficult time knowing how to regard Mary. In certain times and 
places, she has been exalted to a status approaching that of deity, such that some medieval 
theologians even began to speak of a Quaternity rather than a Trinity. In sharp distinction to 
such excesses, Protestants have tended to ignore Mary’s role in the drama of salvation history. 
In America today, there are lots of Protestant churches named St. Andrew’s, St. Mark’s, and St. 
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Stephens, but very few named St. Mary’s (though by any objective analysis, Mary plays a far 
more important role in biblical accounts than Andrew, Mark, or Stephen).”2 
 
Note the parallel wordings in the accounts of the angel’s appearance to Zechariah (the father of 
John the Baptist) and to Mary (Green, 83):3 
 
Luke 1:12-20 (Zacharias) Luke 1:29-36 (Mary) 

 An old priest vs. a young virgin peasant. 

 “Zacharias was troubled” (v. 12). Mary “was greatly troubled” (v. 29) 

 “the angel said to him (v. 13). “the angel said to her” (v. 30). 

 “Don’t be afraid” (v. 13). “Don’t be afraid” (v. 30). 

 “will bear you a son” (v. 13). “will…give birth to a son” (v. 31). 

 “and you shall call his name” (v. 13).”and you will call his name” (v. 31). 

 “he will be great” (v. 15). “He will be great” (v. 32). 

 “said to the angel” (v. 18). “said to the angel” (v. 34). 

 “The angel answered” (v. 19). “The angel answered” (v. 35). 

 “Gabriel…God…sent” (v. 19). “Gabriel…sent…God” (v. 26). 

 “Behold” (kai idou) (v. 20). “Behold” (kai idou) (v. 36). 
 
1: 1-4   Luke’s Purpose In Writing 

 Orderly Account (v. 3) 

 Authoritative Account (v. 4) 
Why did Luke write what he did? Were some questioning the authenticity of the story? 
Absolutely! As the church became more Gentile, the stories would have to be secured through 
documentation. 
 
1: 5-25   Birth Of John The Baptist Foretold [ground zero] 
1:24 5 months 
1:26 6 months after Elizabeth conceives, Mary conceives 
1:57 9 month pregnancy; John is born 
2:6, 7 Month “15” Jesus is born 
 
1: 26-38 Birth Of Jesus Foretold 
1: 39-56 Mary Visits Elizabeth 
1: 57-80 The Birth Of John The Baptist 
2:1ff The Birth Of Jesus 
2:8-21 The Shepherds And The Angels 
2:21 The Baby Jesus Presented (8 Days Old V. 21) 
2:42 The Boy Jesus In The Temple (12 Years Old V. 42) 
 
3:1-22 John Begins His Ministry 
3:23-38 The Genealogy Of Jesus 
4:1ff Jesus Tempted 
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OUTLINE – STRUCTURE: 
 
The passage tells us four things about Mary:4  
 
I. Mary’s Condition - The Facts of Mary's Life (1:26-28) 

 

 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!”  

 
What do we know of Mary? 
 

A. First, Mary was a resident of Nazareth. 
 

 “There are geographical, environmental explanations for Nazareth being so small, she 
said. Nazareth was set in a small basin surrounded by hills and wasn’t very accessible. It 
did have a water supply from what is called today Mary’s Well, and there is evidence of 
some limited terraced agriculture, as well as pasture fields. But since the town wasn’t 
located on a roadway, “people didn’t go through Nazareth unless they specifically 
wanted to go there.”5 

 “What we did find in Nazareth is a development of this kind of concept — not only did 
they dig individual pits for storage, but they dug below the pits, down to a second level, 
deeper down, and a third level, and often there were underground passages leading from 
one to another. So really in the times of danger or in times when people wanted to hide 
things, they would be able to do so,”6 

 “Though Nazareth was a very small village. In fact, according to archeological 
conclusions it boasted no more than 150 residents. It was over showed by the Roman with 
a large Jewish population city just 30-45 minutes’ walk away.”7 

 “When it comes to Jesus, in the Gospel of Mark (6:3) there is a brief mention of his trade: 
he was a tekton.31 This Greek word is traditionally translated as 'carpenter', which is 
probably because of middle-age paintings. Indeed, tekton basically means a builder of any 
kind. So, Jesus was not necessarily a carpenter or a 'wood-worker, who made doors or 
furniture for the stone or mud-brick houses and ploughs and yokes for farmers' (Brown 
1997:67). A tekton could have referred as well to a sculptor or - most probably in this case 
- to a craftsman who works at the buildings made of stone (Batey 1984:249-258).32 It has 
to be remembered that there were large building projects in Galilee at the time of Jesus, 
and an especially important one just a few miles (one hour's walk) from Nazareth, his 
childhood home town. When the Romans built Sepphoris they certainly used local 
people, both slaves and waged labourers from nearby villages. If Jesus' family had the 
same difficulties that almost every family at that time had, they could not afford a large 
family and some members of the family had to leave farming and find a job elsewhere 
(Oakman 2008:171).33 It might as well be that the tekton in Mark 6:3 refers to a 
stoneworker, city builder, in which case the word gives a slightly negative impression - 
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as it is indeed clear from the context: the people in Nazareth do not accept Jesus, who is 
a 'tekton', but implies to have more wisdom than the others. It looks like Jesus was 
despised because he had worked in the Roman building project, constructing a pagan 
city of Sepphoris. If this were the case, Jesus might not be compared to 'a blue collar 
worker in lower-middle-class America' (Meier 1991:276-285).34 Rather, he would have 
belonged to Friesen's group 6 or 7 (at subsistence level or below it), depending on his 
skill, as a landless peasant who worked some time as a labourer in the nearby city.35 The 
movement led by him promised subsistence in the Kingdom of God (Mk 10:30; Lk 12:22-
31/Mt 6:25-33). He spoke about debts, and taught his disciples to pray for the forgiving 
of debts (Mt 6:12; Lk 7:41-42; Lk 11:4). At least from the beginning, the Jesus movement 
seemed to be 'a movement of the poor for the poor' (Stegemann 1984:23).”8 

 The area of Galilee was looked upon with contempt by those in Jerusalem.  

 The city of Nazareth had an especially bad reputation. Nathaniel said, "Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?" John 1:46; 7:41, 42, 52  

o “Nathanael, upon hearing from his brother that he had found the Christ (John 
1:46), asked, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Nathanael, who was 
from the village of Cana, itself no great town, likely reflected the attitudes of his 
own town against the pretensions of the small group who claimed Messianic 
connections.”9 

 The angel came not to the religious center of the nation, not to the capital, but to the 
obscure little village of Nazareth with its bad reputation to announce to a young girl 
God's choice of His human instrument to bring His Son into the world.  

 
B. Second, she is a virgin.  

 
What does that mean? Well, she never had sex with a man. In our culture as is true in all cultures, 
those who have not engaged in pre-marital sex need to be reminded that there is nothing wrong 
with being a virgin. There is everything right with being a virgin. In our context, her virginity 
equaled moral purity. She remained a virgin all through her pregnancy and then birth of her 

first born. 
 

C. Second, her miraculous pregnancy was in fulfillment of a prophecy found in Isaiah 
7:14. 

 
In addition, just as the Old Testament begins with a miraculous birth of Sarah through Abraham, 
the New Testament begins with a miraculous birth of Mary through the Holy Spirit. If we 
thought the first one was difficult, the second is even more strange! 
 

D. Third, she was picked by God because of God’s will, not hers. 
 
The favor she received was gifted, not earned. 
 

E. Fourth, she was “poor” [i.e. two turtle doves]. 
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“After Jesus is born, Joseph and Mary take him to the temple in Jerusalem to consecrate him to 
the Lord. And according to Levitical law, Mary and Joseph make an offering of two turtledoves 
(Lk 2:22–24). This may be an indicator of Mary’s and Joseph’s social class. Luke is quoting a 
passage in the book of Leviticus about offerings a mother should present after having a son. The 
default offering is a one-year-old lamb and a single turtledove. But if the mother can’t afford a 
lamb, another turtledove (or pigeon) would do (Lev 12:8). It’s possible that Mary couldn’t afford 
a lamb. One interesting thing to note: in the book of Leviticus, the second turtledove is a ‘sin 
offering,’ a sacrifice specifically made to seek forgiveness and cleansing from sin. You can read 
all about these in Leviticus 4–6.”10 
 

F. Fifth, she was looking for the promise and believed although she did not think she 
was the means of fulfillment. 

 
G. Mary was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph. 

 
“One very remarkable thing about Mary is that she would almost certainly have been 12-14 

years old when the angel Gabriel appeared to her. We know this because the common custom 
at that time was for girls to marry early, at that age. The Bible never gives Mary’s age when she 
got pregnant or gave birth to Jesus, and that is because when something happened that was 
common in the culture, nothing was said about it. In ancient Israel, girls married in their teens, 
even early teens. [2] For Mary to be betrothed (engaged) but not yet formally married, yet old 
enough to have and nurse the Messiah, she would have been 12-14. The Zondervan Pictorial 
Encyclopedia of the Bible points out, ‘It appears that both boys and girls were married very 
young. Later [after the New Testament period] the rabbis fixed the minimum age for marriage 
at twelve for girls and thirteen for boys.’ [3]”11 
 

 The period of espousal was one year. Marriage was by parental arrangement; a boy or 
girl could be engaged by the time they were five years old.  

 One year before they were married they entered into the espousal, a period when they 
were as committed as if married, in fact to break off an espousal took a writing of 
divorcement. Should the groom die during the year of espousal, the girl would be called 
a widow who is a virgin.  

 Joseph according to the genealogy of Matthew was a descendant of David and thus of the 
royal family.  

 According to the prophesies, the Messiah had to be from the seed of David, but through 
Joseph Jesus could never claim the throne of David. According to Matthew, Joseph was 
a descendant of Jeconiah who was cut off by God from any of his descendants ever 
occupying the throne. Jer. 20:30.  

 
H. Sixth, the gospel ruined her life in the short-term. 

 
Friends, we are sometimes told the gospel changes everything. Well, it does, but not always in 
ways we could anticipate or desire. 
 

I. Seventh, she was of Judah’s line through David’s son, Nathan. 
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Both Mary and Joseph were descendants of David. Joseph was through his son, Solomon. Mary 
was a descendant through David’s son, Nathan. 
 
“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
II. Mary’s Confusion - The Fear In Mary's Heart (1:29-34) 

 

 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary 
said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 
“By her reaction to his greeting she shows that she is modest and sober-minded. She is agitated 
by the words of the angel because she feels that such a greeting is not suited to her. however, 
she shows no hysterical excitement on account of the angel’s word, for, as Luke declares, she 
considered it in her mind.”12 
 
“’How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?’ According to the original Greek, Mary’s words 
do not express doubt; but overwhelmed by the incomprehensible grandeur of the 
announcement, she merely enquires as to the manner in which that which has been promised 
will take place.”13 
 

A. Her confusion over her position (“highly favored”) 
 
“As a teenager, Mary is quite taken aback by the angel Gabriel's words: ‘Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ Luke says that Mary was greatly troubled. The Greek 
word is diatarassō, which means to ‘confuse, perplex.’ Gabriel counters with the words ‘Do not 
be afraid, Mary,’ using the word phobeō, ‘to be in an apprehensive state, be afraid, become 
frightened’ (from which we get our English word "phobia").”14 
 

B. Her confusion over her pregnancy (“You will conceive”) 
 
“Mary herself acknowledges the impossible possibility of God with her first response to Gabriel. 
She is perplexed and debated/considered/reasoned/consider different reasons. While the New 
Revised Standard Version translates the latter verb as “pondered” it is not the same Greek word 
as in 2:19. She debates, reasons about the angel’s greeting when the only thing Gabriel has said 
so far is, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” Mary’s initial response to this 
encounter is worth significant pause. The angel has barely said a thing. Why is Mary 
bewildered? To call attention to Mary’s response to the angel’s first words is to emphasize to 
what extent Mary cannot even believe this impossible possibility. Me? Who am I? Why am I 
favored? How can the Lord be with me? She knows her place. She knows who she is. And this 
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should not be happening. She’s a she, a teenager, and from the wrong side of the tracks.  Gabriel 
then tells her the big news that she’s going to be pregnant with a son, but not just any son, the 
Son of the Most High, no less, from the lineage of David, with a never — to — end kingdom. 
OK. What? “How can this be?” Can we voice her disbelief with the kind of incredulity that must 
have been Mary’s? Or, do we perpetuate an obedient response, relegating Mary’s true 
astonishment to some sort of obligatory prophetic answer?”15 
 

C. Her confusion over her progeny [offspring] 
 

1. His name (v. 31) 
 

 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus.  

 
2. His throne (vv. 32, 33a) 

 

 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever,  

 
3. His kingdom (v. 33b) 

 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 

III. Mary Conceives – The Nature of Mary’s Pregnancy (vv. 35-37) 
 

 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 

 

“Gabriel explains that Mary will become pregnant and give birth to Jesus, the Messiah. Consider 
her question: ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’ Mary's words in Greek don't use the word 
for ‘virgin’ (parthenos, 1:27), but translated literally are: ‘... seeing I know (ginōskō) not a man....’ 
(1:34, KJV). What does she mean? (1) This couldn't happen because I'm not intimate with a man; 
or (2) How will God accomplish this, since the normal means of pregnancy isn't available? What 
the angel announced was supernatural. A miracle. The response can be either (1) miracles just 
don't happen, so prove it to me (1:18), the response of unbelief, or (2) Wow! That's amazing! 
How will it happen? the response of wonder and faith.”16 
 

Ancient mythology has the gods cohabitating with humans giving birth to demigods. Mary’s 
pregnancy is the Holy Spirit taking the second member of the Godhead and placing the divine 
essence into her human egg. God did not lie with Mary. The Holy Spirit simply caused her egg 
to be fertilized by the divine “seed.” 
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“The doctrine that really gets other Christians offended on Mary's behalf is our belief in an 
embodied God. Mormons believe that God "has a body of flesh and bone". (D&C 130:22) You 
combine that belief with the belief that God is the literal father of Jesus Christ, and after 
putting two and two together and arriving at sex, other Christians have been morally outraged 
for decades. The idea of God having physical sex with Mary is repugnant at best and 
blasphemous at worst to many Christians, but to the early leaders of the LDS church this idea 
was not only common sense but a sacred act. To a generation viewing polyandry as the highest 
form of marriage, sex was not degrading or base, but a holy rite. Throughout the whole history 
of our church leaders have unapologetically declared God to be the literal father of Jesus 
Christ, but have left the specifics of that union up to our individual imaginations.”17 
 
This does not have to make sense. We are simply called on to believe it. Anything other than 
this is a denial of the biblical record and the nature of who Jesus is as the God – Man; 100% God 
and 100% man having two natures and one undivided person. 
 
The word choice for “overshadow” [episkiazo] occurs only 4x in the NT at the Transfiguration 
(Matt. 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:34) and then in Acts 5:15. It is descriptive of the cloud covering Mt. 
Sinai in Exodus 24:15, the cherubim overshadowing the ark in Exod. 25:20, and of the cloud 
covering the Tabernacle in Numb. 16:42. Our Lord’s conception was caused by the presence of 
God the Holy Spirit. 
 
“Topically, of the Holy Spirit exerting creative energy upon the womb of the virgin Mary and 
impregnating it, (a use of the word which seems to have been drawn from the familiar O. T. idea 
of a cloud as symbolizing the immediate presence and power of God).” [Strong’s Concordance] 
 
The Holy Spirit occurs six times in chapters 1 and 2 of Luke (1:15, 41, 67, 80; 2:25, 26, 27). 
 
“Luke presents the theology of the incarnation in a way so holy and congruent with OT sacred 
history that any comparisons with pagan mythology seem utterly incongruous. Instead of the 
carnal union of a pagan god with a woman, producing some kind of semidivine offspring, Luke 
speaks of a spiritual overshadowing by God himself that will produce the ‘holy one’ within 
Mary.”18 
 
There are multiple layers of the miraculous. The final “miracle” in this text is found in Mary’s 
response. It is hard to process how anyone would respond with such compliance to such a 
bizarre scenario. From this point forward Mary’s life would never be the same. 
 
“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
IV. Mary’s Compliance - The Submission In Mary's Spirit (1:35-38) 
 

 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her.  

 

 Heb. 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
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Faith believes / accepts even when it does not understand. What Mary understood with her 
intellect, she embraces with her volition, and accepted with her emotion. 
 
“Every time I read Mary's response to the angel's announcement and explanation, I am awed: ‘I 
am the Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said.’ Here is a teenager facing 
misunderstanding and rejection from her family, her betrothed, and her townspeople. And yet 
she agrees. Mary affirms the bedrock truth that undergirds our discipleship: ‘I am the Lord's 
servant.’ After all is said and done, after we have explored all the possibilities, we still must 
decide: am I a servant or a master? Is my allegiance to the Lord or to my own desires? Sometimes 
it takes great turmoil in our souls to come to the place of submission, but come to it we must. 
Even before Jesus was conceived, Mary was faced with the decision: Will I obey and make way 
for this King? or Will I take the easy way that avoids difficulty and pain? To her everlasting 
credit, Mary's response of faith is what our response must be: ‘I am the Lord's servant. May it 
be to me as you have said.’”19 
 
By accepting the message, she placed herself in the path of painful criticism, social ridicule, and 
mortal danger. 
 
“Apparently no one at that time, including she herself, was expecting the Messiah to be born of 
a virgin. This is why she asked the angel Gabriel how she was going to bear the Messiah when 
she was not married and sexually active (Luke 1:34), why Joseph decided to divorce her, and 
why, years later, the religious leaders still thought that Jesus was a bastard child, born of 
fornication (John 8:41). She knew that accepting pregnancy from God would cause turmoil and 
pain to her and her loved ones, but she accepted God’s plan for her life, saying, ‘…Behold, I am 
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word…’(Luke 1:38 – ESV).”20 
 
“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
V. Mary’s Chorus (vv. 46-55) – The Song in Mary’s Heart 
 
“Mary's extended statement of praise (often called the Magnificat, the first word of the Latin 
translation of her statement) comes in response to her relative Elizabeth's Spirit-inspired words 
in 1:41-45, which confirm what the angel Gabriel promised Mary in 1:26-35. As with the other 
two "canticles" in Luke 1-2 (the Benedictus and the Nunc dimittis), the words of the Magnificat 
come from numerous passages in the Old Testament. The specific form and themes of Mary's 
praise closely resemble those in Hannah's prayer in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, which comes after the 
birth of that woman's son, the Prophet Samuel. The Magnificat does not speak directly about 
Jesus; rather, it is a description of God. It moves at a rapid pace, progressing through a series of 
strong, decisive verbs that characterize God's actions throughout Israel's history. Mary speaks 
about a God who reverses things, who is capable of overturning human authority and 
structures. Her statement begins by speaking about God's recent actions on her behalf (vv. 47-
49) and then turns its attention to God's activity on behalf of and against others (vv. 50-55). Mary 
is announcing that her story, God's choice of blessing her to bear God's Son, is a part of the 
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ongoing drama of God's activity in the world. This casts Mary as a prophet, one who boldly 
interprets her experience in light of God and God's history.”21 
 
There was nothing that could keep Mary from worshiping the Lord of glory. 
 
“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
NOW WHAT | WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? [Shepherding God’s Sheep] 
 
The Bible tells an unbelievable Story.  
American comedian, political commentator, and television host, Bill Maher is highly critical of 
all religion and views it as highly destructive. He has been described, or self-identified, variously 
as an agnostic, atheist, and apatheist22 while objecting to having his views defined by a single 
label made the following statement concerning the Bible. 
 

  “If the bible myth of Jonah in the whale and the Mother Goose myth of Jack and the 
Beanstalk were switched at birth so that Jack in the Beanstalk were in the bible, do you 
think any child would notice?”23 

 
Friends, the Bible tells an almost unbelievable Story. Because in the fulfilling of Ancient 
Promises, God uses unusual means to fulfill impossible promises through unlikely, but 
ordinary people. Yet, in all of this, we see how God may do as He desires and when He does, 
He is always right. 
 
Listen to the display of God’s power through unusual, but ordinary people. 
 

 Abraham and Sarah. Her womb is dead, BUT GOD. 
Gen. 18:14 "Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, 
at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son."  
Rom. 4:19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead 
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb; 20 yet, with respect 
to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
 

 The Prayer of the Psalmist (Ps. 115:1-3) 
1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your 
lovingkindness, because of Your truth. 2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, 
is their God?" 3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases. 

 

 God tells Jeremiah to buy a field in Judah during the Babylonian siege (Jer. 32:15, 17) 
15 'For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Houses and fields and 
vineyards will again be bought in this land."' 17 'Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have 
made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too difficult for You, 
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 The Confession of Nebuchadnezzar after his descent into madness and recovery from the 
same (Dan. 4:35) 

All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to 
His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can 
ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You done?' 

 

 Jesus speaking to His disciples about who can and cannot be saved (Matt. 19:24-26) 
24 "Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 25 When the disciples heard this, they 
were very astonished and said, "Then who can be saved?" 26 And looking at them 
Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible." 
 

 Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Church (Eph. 3:20, 21) 
20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 Zechariah and Elizabeth | Mary and Joseph (Luke 1:37) 
37 "For nothing will be impossible with God." 

 
“You’ve got to be kidding me, right?” 
 
This story isn’t asking us what impossible thing God is asking you to do or believe. The intent 
of this passage is very specific. 
The impossible thing God is asking you to do is believe that what He had done, is doing, and 
will do is true. Can you? Will you? 
 
“Somehow, someway, a sermon on this text will negotiate the radical transformation in only 
three short verses, from peasant girl to prophet, from Mary to mother of God, from denial to 
discipleship. In a very real way, this is the appropriate transition from Advent to Christmas. 
Mary’s story moves us all from who we think we are to what God has called us to be, from 
observant believer to confessing apostle. Moreover, remarkably, impossibly, Mary’s story 
demands that we acknowledge the very transformation of God. It is no small journey to go from 
our comfortable perceptions of God to God in the manger, vulnerable, helpless, dependent. Yet, 
this is the promise of Christmas.”24 
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