
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 
planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 29, 2013 
Title:  “Where is He who has been Born King of the Jews?” 
Text:  Matthew 2:1-12 
Theme: Jesus is King  
 
Introduction:  
There is a collective groaning taking place as we wait for and anticipate the arrival of the 
KING OF THE JEWS.  Beyond the routine and mundane, there is the persistent grinding of the 
oppressive tyrant and merciless taskmaster.  This is what the Nation of Israel lived with and 
this is where we find our own stories. 
 
It is in the context of life, the King would be born. 
 
There is no question how Matthew constructs his tale and there is no question as to whom He 
speaks. 
 
The Storyline: 
 
When the New Testament writers wrote, they read every event as Christ-centered.  Everything 
in the previous revelation pointed to this One. 
 
We cannot read this text in any other manner without injuring the meaning.  It is with this in 
mind, we consider our text. 
 
I would like to begin with an opening thought concerning Luke’s narrative. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Dr. Luke’s detailed analysis (Luke 1, 2 [The Infancy Narrative])   
 
The Apostle Matthew gives us the birth of Jesus and then the visit by the Magi from the East.  
Dr. Luke gives us all of that and more. 
 

A. Annunciation and response (1:5-56) 
 1. 1:5-25 - Zechariah and the announcement of John’s birth  

2. 1:26-38 - Mary and the announcement of Jesus’ birth  
3. 1:39-56 - Elizabeth and Mary: The Magnificat  

B.  Births (1:57-2:21) 
 1. 1:57-66 - the birth of John 

2. 1:67-80 - Zechariah’s blessing: The Benedictus 
3. 2:1-21 - the Shepherd’s account of the birth of Jesus 

C.  Jesus in the Temple (2:22-52) 
1. 2:22-40 - presentation of Jesus: The Nunc Dimittis – Simeon and Anna 
2. 2:41-52 - His father’s house 
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Each writes to their intent.  However, Matthew’s intent is to place us into the age old Story 
beginning in Genesis 3:15 and stretching across time’s corridor.  There is significant and severe 
tension in Matthew 2.  The serpent’s seed rears its venomous fangs seeking to destroy the 
offspring of the woman’s Seed.  This conflict is notable and we would be amiss if we did not 
mark it during this ADVENT season.  With this in mind, let us consider both elements within 
this one narrative. 
 
“The Romans appointed King Herod as King of Judea in 37 BC. Historians agree that in many 
respects Herod had a hugely successful reign. King Herod, ethnically Arab but a practicing 
Jew, increased the land he governed from Palestine to parts of modern Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria constructing fortresses, aqueducts and amphitheaters and earned him the title 'Herodes 
Magnus', Herod the Great.  The Romans also gave Herod the title 'King of the Jews' because of 
the Jewish population he ruled. The title of 'King of the Jews' begins to explain the impression 
we have of Herod from the Bible. The Bible shapes the popular conception we now have of 
Herod as a King who was proud of his title and would do anything to keep it.”1 
 

II. The Assault of King Herod against the Woman’s Seed (vv. 3-8, 12) 
 
Notice something about King Herod and the religious leaders, they knew but did not believe 
(v. 4).  How many of you know the Story but have yet to seek the Christ?  I cannot answer that 
question for you.  Only the Holy Spirit can open your heart and mind to grasp the power of 
this truth for the saving of your soul. 
 
“Herod received his appointment from the Romans, and had reigned, at the time, of the birth 
of Jesus thirty-four years. Though he was permitted to be called king, yet he was in all respects 
dependent on the Roman emperor. He was commonly called Herod the Great, because he had 
distinguished himself in the wars with Antigonus, and his other enemies, and because he had 
evinced great talents, as well as great cruelties and crimes, in governing and defending his 
country; in repairing the temple; and in building and ornamenting the cities of his kingdom. 
At this time Augustus was emperor of Rome. The world was at peace. All the known nations 
of the earth were united under the Roman emperor. Intercourse between different nations was 
easy and safe. Similar laws prevailed. The use of the Greek language was general throughout 
the world. All these circumstances combined to render this a favorable time to introduce the 
gospel, and to spread it through the earth; and the Providence of God was remarkable in 
fitting the nations in this manner for the easy and rapid spread of the Christian religion among 
all nations.”2 
 
Friends, we cannot and must not see this rage by the “king” and indifference by the religious 
establishment as anything less than the assault of the serpent’s seed against that of the 
woman’s.  Three things describe the serpent’s assault. 
 

A. Power without humility leads to destruction [King Herod] 
 

“When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom” (Prov. 11:2). 
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“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling” (Prov. 16:18). 
 
“Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, But humility goes before honor” (Prov. 18:12). 

 
“King” Herod was a usurper.  He was not a rightful king.  All kings, like Herod, are shadow 
kings.  Even those “justly” appointed are nothing but shadows of the greater King.  Let us 
listen and see Herod so that we might mark the frailty of our condition. 
 
“King Herod was Herod the Great, who ruled Palestine from 37 b.c. until he died in 4 b.c. He 
was known for his extensive building projects (including the temple in Jerusalem) and for 
his cruelty.”3 
 
“He was troubled. Herod had obtained the kingdom by great crimes, and by shedding much 
blood. He was, therefore, easily alarmed by any remarkable appearances; and the fact that this 
star appeared, and that it was regarded as proof that the King of the Jews was born, alarmed 
him. Besides, it was a common expectation that the Messiah was about to appear, and he 
feared that his reign was about to come to an end. He, therefore, began to inquire in what 
way he might secure his own safety, and the permanency of his government.”4  
  
“All Jerusalem. The people of Jerusalem, and particularly the friends of Herod.  There were 
many waiting for the consolation of Israel, to whom the coming of the Messiah would be a 
matter of joy; but all of Herod's friends would doubtless be alarmed at his coming.”5 
 
Herod had the tendency of shoring up his position by eliminating the competitor.  This idea is 
notable in slaughtering the innocence.  We noted from Micah 5:2 how Bethlehem was 
insignificant as to warrant indifference.  Here is how we are to understand the slaughter of the 
children. 
 
“In fact, demographic clues from first century Palestine reveal that Bethlehem was a small 
village, with a population between three hundred and a thousand. Experts estimate that, at 
any given time, the number of babies under the age of two would be only between seven and 
twenty. So numbers alone may be the reason why Josephus does not mention the murders.”6 
 
“He executed one of his 10 wives and three of his 14 children.”7  “There was a dark and cruel 
streak in Herod’s character that showed itself increasingly as he grew older. His mental 
instability, moreover, was fed by the intrigue and deception that went on within his own 
family. Despite his affection for Mariamne, he was prone to violent attacks of jealousy; his 
sister Salome (not to be confused with her great-niece, Herodias’ daughter Salome) made good 
use of his natural suspicions and poisoned his mind against his wife in order to wreck the 
union. In the end Herod murdered Mariamne, her two sons, her brother, her grandfather, and 
her mother, a woman of the vilest stamp who had often aided his sister Salome’s schemes. 
Besides Doris and Mariamne, Herod had eight other wives and had children by six of them. 
He had 14 children. In his last years Herod suffered from arteriosclerosis. He had to repress a 
revolt, became involved in a quarrel with his Nabataean neighbours, and finally lost the 
favour of Augustus. He was in great pain and in mental and physical disorder. He altered his 
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will three times and finally disinherited and killed his firstborn, Antipater. The slaying, shortly 
before his death, of the infants of Bethlehem was wholly consistent with the disarray into 
which he had fallen.”8 
 
“He was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him (etarachthê kai pâsa Ierosoluma met' autou). 
Those familiar with the story of Herod the Great in Josephus can well understand the meaning 
of these words. Herod in his rage over his family rivalries and jealousies put to death the two 
sons of Mariamne (Aristobulus and Alexander), Mariamne herself, and Antipater, another son 
and once his heir, besides the brother and mother of Mariamne (Aristobulus, Alexandra) and 
her grandfather John Hyrcanus. He had made will after will and was now in a fatal illness and 
fury over the question of the Magi. He showed his excitement and the whole city was upset 
because the people knew only too well what he could do when in a rage over the 
disturbance of his plans. "The foreigner and usurper feared a rival, and the tyrant feared the 
rival would be welcome" (Bruce). Herod was a hated Idumaean.”9 
 
Friend, be careful in your self-importance.  The idea that God loves you makes you important 
and of value.  But beyond that the Story is about Him.  He loves you enough to create you so 
that you might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  You are necessary because God made you who you are and placed you where you are 
for His purpose.  But do not allow yourself to be filled up with pride as if you in your position 
and place are better than the person in their position and place.  Both of us are here for His 
glory.  
 

B. Knowledge without believing leads to damnation [Chief Priests and 
Scribes] 

 
The Chief Priests were positioned as guardians of the religious right and the Scribes were the 
lettered men of their society. Together they embodied “religion.”  Yet with all of their learning 
they did not believe what they knew.  The Bible speaks of such things. 
 

1 “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its 

power; Avoid such men as these. 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate 
weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:1-7). 
 
“They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and 
worthless for any good deed” (Titus 1:16). 
 
“And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 
mind, to do those things which are not proper” (Rom. 1:28). 

 
How tragic to grow up in church, to have learned the facts, to know the Story, yet to remain in 
unbelief.  How many have we met who say they know these things, but still exist in their 
unbelief?  During ADVENT, such knowledge expands expediential, yet belief is not found. 
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“The traditional rendering of γραµµατεύς (grammateu") as ‘scribe’ does not communicate 
much to the modern English reader, for whom the term might mean ‘professional copyist,’ if it 
means anything at all. The people referred to here were recognized experts in the Law of 
Moses and in traditional laws and regulations. Thus ‘expert in the law’ comes closer to the 
meaning for the modern reader.”10 
 
“The Chief Priests. By the chief priests here are meant not only the high priest and his deputy, 
but also the heads or chiefs of the twenty-four classes into which David had divided the 
sacerdotal families, 1Ch 23:6; 24:1; 2Ch 8:14; 36:14; Ezekiel 8:24.”11  
  
“Scribes. By the scribes, in the New Testament, are meant learned men, men skilled in the 
law, and members of the great council. They were probably the learned men, or the lawyers 
of the nation. They kept the records of the court of justice, the registers of the synagogues, 
wrote their articles of contract and sale, their bills of divorce, etc. They were also called 
lawyers, Mt 22:35, and doctors of the law, Lu 5:17. They were called scribes from the fact of 
their writing the public records. They were not, however, a religious sect, but might be either 
Pharisees or Sadducees. By the chief priests and scribes here mentioned, is denoted the 
Sanhedrim, or great council of the nation. This was composed of seventy-two men, who had 
the charge of the civil and religious affairs of the Jews. On this occasion, Herod, in alarm, 
called them together, professedly to make inquiry respecting the birth of the Messiah.”  

 
Everything told to Herod sets him on edge. 
 

“Whether the ecclesiastics had to search their scriptures or not, they give the answer that is in 
accord with the common Jewish opinion that the Messiah was to come from Bethlehem and of 
the seed of David (Joh 7:42). So they quote Mic 5:2, ‘a free paraphrase’ Alford calls it, for it is 
not precisely like the Hebrew text or like the Septuagint. It may have come from a collection of 
testimonia with which J. Rendel Harris has made the world familiar. He had consulted the 
experts and now he has their answer. Bethlehem of Judah is the place. The use of the perfect 
passive indicative (gegraptai) is the common form in quoting scripture. It stands written.”12 
 
Friend, I cannot stress the importance of knowing who God is, what He has done and who we 
are in Him.  I cannot stress the importance of knowing the biblical Story, but know all of this is 
so that we might know and experience the joy God has within Himself as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  This knowledge is for relational purposes.  It isn’t to puff one up or make another 
feel less than competent. 
 

C. Inquiry without sincerity leads to deception [King Herod] 
 
“The imperfect tense (epunthaneto) suggests that Herod inquired repeatedly, probably of one 
and another of the leaders gathered together, both Sadducees (chief priests) and Pharisees 
(scribes).”13 
 
“He had manifestly not told members of the Sanhedrin why he was concerned about the 
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Messiah. So he conceals his motives to the Magi. And yet he ‘learned of them carefully’ 
(ekribôsen), ‘learned exactly’ or ‘accurately.’ He was anxious to see if the Jewish prophecy of 
the birthplace of the Messiah agreed with the indications of the star to the Magi. He kept to 
himself his purpose.”14 
 

It is with an insincere heart the religious establishment questions Jesus.  Their singular intent 
was to capture Jesus in the questioning. Many a learned individual compounds their 
knowledge of the Bible with the intent of undermining its integrity.  Those who appear 
determined to know, not with the intent of worship, but with the intent of undermining 
genuine and real faith in Jesus are deceiving themselves and others. 
 

We have seen this in the literature of the religious liberal.  They speak “bible” but do not 
believe in Jesus as the incarnate Christ who offers Himself up as the sacrifice for sin and 
becomes the mediating High Priest who Advocates for His people before the Father. 
 

“Go, and search diligently, etc. Herod took all possible means to obtain accurate information 
respecting the child, that he might be sure of destroying him. He not only ascertained the 
probable time of his birth, and the place where he would be born, but he sent the wise men 
that they might actually see him, and bring him word. All this might have looked suspicious if 
he had not clothed it with the appearance of religion. He said to them, therefore, that he did it 
that he might go and worship him also. From this we may learn, [first], that wicked men often 
cloak their evil designs under the appearance of religion. They attempt to deceive those who 
are really good, and to make them suppose that they have the same design. But God cannot be 
deceived, and he will bring them to punishment. [Second], wicked men often make use of the 
pious to advance their evil purposes. Men like Herod will stop at nothing if they can carry 
their ends. They endeavor to deceive the simple, allure the unsuspecting, and to beguile the 
weak, to answer their purposes of wickedness. [Third], the plans of wicked men are often well 
laid. They occupy a long time; they make diligent inquiry; and all of it has the appearance of 
religion. But God sees the design; and though men are deceived, yet God cannot be, Pr 15:3.”15 
 
“The deceit of Herod seemed plausible enough and might have succeeded but for God's 
intervention to protect His Son from the jealous rage of Herod.”16 
 
Just as we see embodied the serpent’s assault against the woman’s seed, so also do we see 
those who have a deep and reverent affection for the woman’s seed.  They stand in contrast to 
King Herod and the religious establishment. 
 

III. The Affection of the Magi for the Woman’s Seed (vv. 1, 2, 9-11) 
 
Some would suggest the Magi are Gentiles who come from Babylon and Assyria.  What the 
Jew would not do, the Gentile does.  Think back 700 years earlier when we read of Isaiah and 
Micah who live in the context of the Assyrian invasion and that of Babylon.  Think of the dark 
and painful period this is for the Nation of Israel.  Think of their Dispersion and Deportation, 
the separation and trauma of those moments in history.  Now fast forward 700 years and read 
of conversion and repentance and faith and see how God brings a believing remnant back to 
this moment and celebrates the victory of God in the Story of God. 
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A. Belief works and wonders (v. 1 [from the East], v. 2 [Where is He]) 

 
“The Greek term magi here describes a class of wise men and priests who were astrologers 
(L&N 32.40).”17 
 
“’in its rising,’ referring to the astrological significance of a star in a particular portion of the 
sky. The term used for the ‘East’ in v. 1 is ἀνατολαί (anatolai, a plural form that is used 
typically of the rising of the sun), while in vv. 2 and 9 the singular ἀνατολή (anatolh) is used. 
The singular is typically used of the rising of a star and as such should not normally be 
translated ‘in the east’ (cf. BDAG 74 s.v. 1: ‘because of the sg. and the article in contrast to ἀ̟ὸ 
ἀνατολῶν, vs. 1, [it is] prob. not a geograph. expr. like the latter, but rather 
astronomical…likew. vs. 9’).”18 
 

1. They sought Him [“from the East”] 
 
When we think of the distance travelled by those coming from the East and the inquiry of 
learning of this ancient promise, it enables us to see how faith works. 
 
“The original word here is magoi from which comes our word magician, now used in a bad 
sense, but not so in the original. The persons here denoted were philosophers, priests, or 
astronomers. They dwelt chiefly in Persia and Arabia. They were the learned men of the 
eastern nations, devoted to astronomy, to religion, and to medicine. They were held in high 
esteem by the Persian court, were admitted as counsellors, and followed the camps in war, to 
give advice.”19 
 
It was no small undertaking attempted by the Magi in their pursuit of the Christ.  I find here 
disconnect in our thinking that needs addressing.  We have this idea that discipleship is 
something strenuous and outside of our lives.  Yet the type of discipleship read of and taught 
by the Bible is the life of a follower in the everyday events and decisions of life.  When I speak 
of living your story in light of His Story, I’m referring to this very idea.  The Magi did what 
Magi do.  They were not attempting to be anything other than what they were.  The Bible is 
not asking you to give up what you do and go somewhere else to serve Christ.  The Bible is 
asking you to serve Christ in what you do.  Do what you do in the context of knowing it is part 
of His Story.  We have this idea of serving Christ by giving up your life and going to the 
mission field.  Friend, some do, but most don’t.  The harder task and less romantic is to remain 
faithful in the hard place you find yourself and in the mind-numbing activities of your current 
existence, but you do it with the larger idea that what you do is inside of His Story.  I do not 
believe you can misunderstand me here, but JUST IN CASE, if you believe God desires for you 
to change locations and vocations and serve Him elsewhere, then let us as Elders and a 
congregation shape you in this endeavor, but let us stop thinking certain people and vocations 
are serving Christ more than we are. 
 
I have said repeatedly how I admire the person who gets up every day and faithfully does this 
life in simple obedience to the greater Story of God.  How many of you in the doing of your 
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daily task wish you were somewhere else and someone else?  Friend, in your heart of hearts 
this might be you.  But let me tell you something, you are the Magi who both works and 
wonders, worships and obeys.  See the significance of the simple thing. 
 

2. They inquired of Him [“Where is He”] 
 
Not only did these individuals put forth energy, but also inquiry.  They asked the right 
question, “Where is He born King of the Jews?”  Notice the contrast between the Magi and the 
Chief Priests.  Both sought an answer to a question, but only the Magi were sincere. 
 
“There was, at this time, a prevalent expectation that some remarkable personage was about to 
appear in Judea. The Jews were anxiously looking for the coming of the Messiah. By 
computing the time mentioned by Daniel, (Da 9:25-27,) they knew that the period was 
approaching when the Messiah should appear. This personage, they supposed, would be a 
temporal prince, and they were expecting that he would deliver them from Roman 
bondage.”20 
 
This inquisitive spirit still marks the people of God. 
 

B. Belief worships and obeys (vv. 10, 11, 12) 
 

1. They worshipped Him 
 
This is what lacked in the inquiry and questioning of King Herod and the religious 
establishment.  They sought, but not with the intent of worship.  Here the expenditure of 
energy and diligent inquiry ended with worship. 
 

a. By their posture – “they bowed down” 
 
“Grk ‘they fell down.’ BDAG 815 s.v. ̟ί̟τω 1.b.α.ב has “fall down, throw oneself to the ground as a 
sign of devotion, before high-ranking persons or divine beings.”21 
 
“The word proskunew, which is compounded of prov, to, and kuwn, a dog, signifies to 
crouch and fawn like a dog at his master's feet.  It means to prostrate oneself to another, 
according to the eastern custom, which is still in use.  In this act, the person kneels, and puts 
his head between his knees, his forehead at the same time touching the ground.  It was used to 
express both civil and religious reverence.”22 
 

b. By their possessions – “they opened their treasures” 
 
“Here ‘treasures’ means ‘caskets’ from the verb (tithêmi), receptacle for valuables. In the 
ancient writers it meant "treasury" as in 1Macc. 3:29. So a ‘storehouse’ as in Mt 13:52. Then it 
means the things laid up in store, treasure in heaven (Mt 6:20), in Christ (Col 2:3). In their 
‘caskets’ the Magi had gold, frankincense, and myrrh, all found at that time in Arabia, though 
gold was found in Babylon and elsewhere.”23 
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2. They obeyed Him 

 
What God told them to do, they did.  God warned them in a dream and they obeyed what God 
told them to do.  It seems such a simple act.  Yet it is in the simple thing that result in great 
things.  Those simple acts of obedience marking your mundane and routine existence have 
long-range impact and outcome.  Choices have consequences.  God directed and they obeyed. 
 
I know we often surmise that if God spoke to us in a dream we would obey and we think of 
obedience in the big things, but that is not where obedience begins.  Obedience begins in the 
little things.  It is in the little act, the uneventful, the overlooked and uninviting where 
obedience lays its trail.  Getting up in the middle of the night, in broken sleep to address the 
needs of another sows the seeds of obedience.  It is being faithful to the daily grind in the 
context of despair and helplessness where we sow the seeds of obedience.  Obedience is not 

marked by desire but by perspective.  When we watch our granddaughter Anne, we will 
typically have the opportunity to put her to bed.  At three, Anne does not wish to go to bed 
and she lets us know.  I assure her that what she wants does not really matter because she is 
going to bed.  In our last go around, I asked her if she wanted to go to bed or have a spanking, 
she called my bluff and said a spanking.  I told her to go to bed.   Anne does not appreciate 
perspective.  She works off desire and her desire to stay up is greater than her desire to go to 
sleep.  Yet we know how sleep fits into the larger Story of her joy.  Sleep is necessary for her 
joy to be full.  Thus, obedience in the little things links us to greater joy here and now.  Obey in 
the little thing and trust God for its place inside of His Story. 
 
Friend, obedience is not optionial.  Obedience marks believers.  That obedience will look 
differently for each of us.  Obedience marks the believing. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Today we find ourselves on one of two sides.  We are either part of the rebellion against 
the Seed Promise or we are part of those who expend energy and affection in our 
worship of Him who is born in Bethlehem of Judea.   

2. There are really only two choices.  Which one have you chosen? 
3. Let us keep the main thing, the main thing.  Let us together worship and obey Him.  Let 

us not pull back, but let us press ahead as together we seek the one who has been born 
the KING OF THE JEWS. 
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