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Advent 2013 – Hope in the Prison of Despair - Study 1 
 
Date:  December 1, 2013 
Title:  Isaiah – “The LORD Himself will give you a sign” 
Text:  Isaiah 7:10-16 cp w/ Matthew 1:22, 23 
Theme: God is faithful to keep His word even when His people are unfaithful. 
 
Introduction: Merry Christmas! For all the “peace, good will toward men” that Christmas is 
about, there is one Christmas verse that has stirred ire for two millennia.  We sometimes struggle 
to accept how such a glorious thought as Christmas could be so dark and threatening.  When 
the charade of superficial platitudes settles and the roar that is commercialism dims, we find 
ourselves empty and wondering why?  Our seasonal study will celebrate, yes celebrate the 
theme, “Hope in the Prison of Despair.”  This morning we will look at what is historically the 
most controversial verse of Scripture in the Bible.  
 
Our Advent series will focus on chapters 1 and 2 in the Gospel of Matthew.  Our intent is to 
consider two of the prophecies found in Matthew 1 and 2.  In so doing we will consider each by 
looking at their primary source in the Prophets.  Matthew’s overall intent is to show how Jesus 
is the Messiah and to record the instruction He gave to His disciples.  The Gospel is structured 
around five great discourses.  It is in many ways a teaching manual.  It contains the words of 
instruction received by His disciples from their Rabbi Jesus.  Jesus is the Christ, the King of Israel.  
Matthew 1, 2 and 3 is the selection of the King among many contenders.  Matthew 4 is the vetting 
process whereby the candidate is proven true.  The Sermon on the Mount (5-7) is our Lord’s 
“stump” speech that will mark His communication through His “term.” 
 
One of Matthew’s favorite words is “fulfilled.”  “The general thrust of Matthew’s Gospel record 
is to establish, on behalf of the Hebrews, that Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah of Old 
Testament Scripture. The Greek New Testament (Aland et al. 1983) lists approximately sixty-
eight Old Testament references cited in the Gospel of Matthew.  In addition, the technical 
expression, ‘it is written,’ in the perfect tense (gegraptai), is found nine times (2:5; 4:4, 6, 7, 10; 
11:10; 21:13; 26:24, 31). It is employed in the sense of ‘it stands written,’ and is used to express 
the authority and present validity of what was written (Balz 1990, 1.261).  Twelve times Matthew 
cites Old Testament prophecy in conjunction with the term ‘fulfilled,’ together with such phrases 
as ‘that it might be fulfilled’ or ‘was fulfilled,’ ‘is fulfilled,’ ’should be fulfilled.’”1  
 
In Matthew 1 and 2 we read of several “fulfillment” statements.  What I find intriguing is the 
wide use of various sources testifying to the identity of the one chosen by God. 
 
“We all know that Matthew cites the Old Testament more than any other Gospel writer. We 
should realize, however, that Matthew did not exhaust his Old Testament sources. Matthew did 
not quote every available Old Testament passage. Some of the passages Matthew cites are 
perplexing, to say the least. He cites Old Testament Scripture four times in chapter 2, and only 
one of these is what we might call a ‘direct’ quotation. This would be his reference to Micah 5:2 
in verse 6. The question Herod asked the chief priests and experts in the law was, ‘Where will 
the Christ be born?’ Their answer came directly from Micah 5:2 – the Messiah would be born in 
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Bethlehem.  But the three other ‘quotations’ in chapter 2 are far less direct. No one would have 
considered these texts to be prophecy. Neither Hosea 11:1 (cited in verse 15) nor Jeremiah 31:15 
(cited in verse 18) would have been understood as a prophecy that would be fulfilled in relation 
to the coming Messiah. Matthew’s reference to ‘what was spoken by the prophets’ being fulfilled 
is even more obscure. Matthew’s use of these ‘obscure’ prophecies is even more puzzling in the 
light of the fact that there were other texts which Matthew could have cited that would be much 
more readily understood as fulfilled prophecies.”2 
 
Today we will consider Isaiah. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. A terrifying prospect (vv. 1-6).  
 
The immediate historical context places the nation of Judah on the brink of being overrun by the 
ten Northern Tribes with the assistance of the Assyrians.  Their circumstances look foreboding. 
 

1 “Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the 
king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but 
could not conquer it. 2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, ‘The Arameans have camped in 
Ephraim,’ his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind. 3 Then the 
LORD said to Isaiah, ‘Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of 
the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field, 4 and say to him, ‘Take care and be calm, have no fear and 
do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of 
Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. 5 'Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned 
evil against you, saying, 6 ‘Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its 
walls and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it’” (Isa. 7:1-6). 

 

“The object of the invasion by Syria and Israel was to put down the kings of the line of David 
once for all, and set up the son of Tabeal, a creature of their own.”3  This is what we must not 
fail to see.  The entire event has at its core an assault against the Seed Promise.  This push back 
against the line of David is nothing less than a desire to stop the promises of God from being 
fulfilled. 
 
Three things are notable concerning this terrifying situations. 
 

A. A Problem - The hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the 
wind (v. 2) 

 
“‘and his heart shook and the heart of his people shook, like the shaking of the trees of the forest 
before the wind.’ The singular pronoun ‘his’ is collective, referring to the Davidic house/family. 
 here refers to the seat of the emotions.”4 (’levav, ‘heart) ֵלָבב
 
Our lives are filled with trouble.  Jesus said as much in John 14:1 and 16:33.  But there are those 
occasions where you are either physically and/or emotionally spent beyond ability.  That is 
what this is. 
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Listen to how 2 Chronicles 28 describes this situation. 
 

1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did 
not do right in the sight of the LORD as David his father had done. 2 But he walked in the ways of the kings 
of Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals. 3 Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of Ben-
hinnom and burned his sons in fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had 
driven out before the sons of Israel. 4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills and 
under every green tree. 5 Wherefore, the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Aram; 
and they defeated him and carried away from him a great number of captives and brought them to 
Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who inflicted him with heavy 

casualties. 6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one day, all valiant men, because 

they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers” (2 Chron. 28:1-6). 

 
Despite all this, God is kind to King Ahaz because of the Seed Promise. 
 

B. A Pronouncement - Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted 
(v. 4a) 

 
“’Guard yourself and be quiet,’ but the two verbs should be coordinated.  Heb ‘and let not your 
heart be weak’; ASV ‘neither let thy heart be faint.’”5 
 
This is the most prolific command found throughout the Bible, “Do not be afraid.”  We hear it 
in the upper room just prior to our Lord’s crucifixion (John 14:1) and we hear it today.   
 

C. A Perspective - Because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands (v. 4b) 
 
“The derogatory metaphor indicates that the power of Rezin and Pekah is ready to die out.”6  
 
“Take heed, that is, See that thou be quiet (not seeking Assyrian aid in a fit of panic). Tails--
mere ends of firebrands, almost consumed themselves (about soon to fall before the Assyrians, 
Isa 7:8), therefore harmless. Smoking--as about to go out; not blazing.”7 
 
I never desire to minimize our pain or confusion or discomfort, but “our enemies” are already 
spent.  They are simply smoldering firebrands.  This is often where we find ourselves.  We make 
incredibly rash and irrational decisions when confronted by overwhelming problems.  Like 
Moses and the Nation of Israel standing before the Red Sea with the Egyptian armies in hot 
pursuit God tells us to “Stand still and see the Salvation of the LORD.”  If our two instinctive 
responses to chronic conditions are “flight” or “fear,” standing still and trusting God is not the 
natural option.  Yet this is the very option God desires for us to lead with.  Why, because He 
wrote the Story and HE IS IN CONTROL. 
 
Perspective matters.  Nations are but a drop in the bucket to God.  If God is for you, who can be 
against you?  Although sin is a constant reality, it is not an eternal foe nor is it winning.  The 
temptations you and I face are temporal in nature.  God does with every temptation provide a 
way of escape and His name is Jesus (1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 12:1, 2). 
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“The last verse of Isaiah 6 gives us an introduction to a Holy Seed who will be the hope left in 
the Land. Then begins the ‘book of Immanuel’ as some scholars have dubbed it, from Isaiah 7:1-
12:6, focusing on the Messiah and his Messianic Age. In Isaiah 6, Isaiah is called and told that 
his hearers would not listen to him, and beginning in chapter 7 it starts with King Ahaz.  Fear 
had overcome the new king of Judah, Ahaz, but Isaiah met the monarch to tell him that Judah 
need not fear (7:1-9). Ahaz is so shook up that he shows his disbelief by refusing to ask Isaiah 
for a sign to authenticate Isaiah’s encouragement not to fear (7:10-12). Isaiah then launches into 
a prophecy that combines God’s near-view promise to deal with the immediate international 
geopolitical situation and the far-view promise that God will fulfill his covenant commitment to 
David through a virgin-born child (7:13-16). Since Ahaz has chosen to trust Assyria rather than 
the Lord, God will devastate the land of Judah (7:17-25).”8 
 

“The historical material in Isaiah begins in Isaiah 7:1 with the encouragement given to 
Ahaz king of Judah that God will protect him from the impending attack from Damascus 
and Samaria, that is, from the alliance between the northern kingdom of Israel and 
Syria. The political realities that brought on this alliance was the imminent expansion 
of the Assyrian Empire. The threat presented by Tiglath- pilezer created alliances among 
all the Palestinian nations so they could present a united front against the advancing 
Assyrians. But Judah, under this same threat, did not join the alliance and therefore Ahaz 
was deemed an opponent in the rear of Damascus and Syria. Resin who was then king of 
Syria and Pekah king of Israel proposed to depose Ahaz and replace him with a king who 
would follow their policies. Their assault against Judah, although at first successful, did 
eventually fail (see 2 Chron 28:4-6). God would have protected Ahaz but he chose a 
political solution instead. He took gold and silver from the temple and sent it as a bribe 
to Tiglath-pilezer who had already begun his attack on Israel and had probably already 
deported the tribes east of the Jordan into Assyrian Media. 
 
Isaiah tells Ahaz to trust in God and gives him a sign. The sign includes the prophecy of 
the virgin birth of the Messiah. This introduces the contrast between two visitations to 
Galilee that will continue through the pages of Isaiah. The imminent dangers to the nation, 
first by the Assyrians and later by the Babylonians, the successors of the Assyrians, are 
recorded by Isaiah and it is those dangers that bring forth reassurances that God's will 
in the nation will be fulfilled in spite of the very real suffering and dangers brought on 
by the invasions and deportations that are imminent to, first, the kingdom of Israel and 
later by the Babylonians to the kingdom of Judah. One of the most important messages 
of the book of Isaiah, to his contemporaries, is the assurance to those ‘dwelling in Zion’ 
that is, those who trust in the ultimate victory and completion of God's purpose in the 
nation of Israel, that the imminent doom of physical Israel will not inhibit God's 
purpose for the nation.  
 
But Ahaz did not trust in God even though Isaiah gave the assurance in Isaiah 8:4 ‘For 
before the child [Isaiah's son] shall have knowledge to call, My father, and my mother, the 
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away by the king of Assyria.’ 
Ahaz rather asked for help from the king of Assyria. It was at that time that Tiglath-pilezer 
invaded Syria, put Rezin to death and reduced Israel by two thirds of the tribes it had 
controlled. Only Samaria and its area round it were still under the control of the king who 
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was now a vassal of the king of Assyria. Galilee was devastated at the same time and other 
nations were brought by forced immigration to take the place of the Israelites. Soon after, 
about nine years later, the next king of Assyria would bring an end to the northern 
kingdom of Israel with the fall of Samaria in 722 B.C. This is part of the historical context 
of Isaiah 7 to 12. The contrast in 9:1 between the first destructive visit to Israel by the 
Assyrians with the second intrusion of the Messiah into the same area which brings a 
heavier ‘affliction’ but which ends in glorification is continued throughout the rest of the 
section. “9 

 
“12 This sentence opens with the conjunction ִּכי יַַען (ya’an ki, “because”). Consequently some take 
vv. 5-6 with what precedes, as another reason why Ahaz might be tempted to fear (see v. 4). 
However, it is more likely that vv. 5-6 give the basis for the Lord’s announcement in vv. 7-9. The 
conjunction ִּכי יַַען here introduces the basis for judgment (as in 3:16; 8:6; 29:13), which is then 
followed by the formal announcement of judgment.”10 
 
Yet in the midst of these troubling circumstances God, through Isaiah the Prophet, brings to 
King Ahaz a comforting promise. 
 

II. A comforting promise (vv. 7-9). 
 

 7 “thus says the Lord GOD: ‘It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 8 For the head of Aram is Damascus 
and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no 
longer a people), 9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you 
will not believe, you surely shall not last’” (Isa. 7:7-9). 

 
A. Your enemy - It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass (vv. 7, 8) 

 
Nothing you do will affect the outcome of your enemy’s demise.  However, what you do will 
affect the outcome of your Dynasty.  Your failure to rest in the promises of God will rob you 
from enjoying the peace of God. 
 

B. Your uncertainty / unbelief - If you will not believe, you surely shall not last (v. 9) 
 
“There is a paronomasia, or play on the words, in the Hebrew: ‘if ye will not confide, ye shall 
not abide.’ Ahaz brought distress on himself by distrust in the Lord, and trust in Assyria.”11 
 
It is very much like, “Either turn or burn; believe and receive.” 
 
“‘if you do not believe, you will not endure.’ The verb forms are second plural; the Lord here 
addresses the entire Davidic family and court. (Verse 4 was addressed to the king.) There is a 
wordplay in the Hebrew text, designed to draw attention to the alternatives set before the king 
(cf. 1:20).  ‘Believe’ (ַתֳאִמינּו, ta’aminu) is a Hiphil form of the verb ָמןָא (’aman); ‘endure’ (ֵתָאֵמנּו, 
te’amenu) is a Niphal form of this same verb.”12 
 
To assure King Ahaz the certainty of what He promises, God offers to give him a sign that 
would confirm the veracity of His promise. 
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III. A gracious invitation (vv. 10-11)  

 
 10 “Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 ‘Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; make it 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven’” (Isa. 7:10-11). 

 
A. God’s gracious condescension - Ask a sign for yourself  

 
“See here the divine faithfulness and veracity.  God tells us nothing but what he is able and 
ready to prove. See his wonderful condescension to the children of men, in that he is so willing 
to show to the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, Heb 6:17.”13 
 
God graciously stoops to accommodate the frailty of His people.  When Adam and Eve rebelled 
against Him, He could have chosen to do nothing instead He stooped and saved them from their 
sins.  The biblical narrative is the Story of God condescending.  This idea continues to captivate 
me. 
 

B. God’s covenant love - Ask from the LORD your God 
 
Here in verses 10 and 11 we see the word LORD [YHWH] and God [Elohim].  In verse 7:14 we 
see the word Adonai [Lord].  God made a promise in Genesis 3:15 and 21 and is fulfilling that 
promise through David’s line.  He is making good on His Word.  The one inviting and asking is 
the covenant-keeping God.  He does what He promises.  He never fails. 
 

C. God’s omnipotent resource - Ask the impossible 
 
“’Make it as deep as Sheol or make it high upwards.’” These words suggest that Ahaz can feel 
free to go beyond the bounds of ordinary human experience.” 
 
“Literally, ‘Make deep ... ask it,’ that is, Go to the depth of the earth or of Hades [Vulgate and 
LOWTH], or, Mount high for it (literally, ‘Make high’). He offers Ahaz the widest limits within 
which to make his choice.”14 
 
If God invites you to ask of Him a sign, take it.  However, the idea that you are asking Him for 
a sign is unbiblical and a ‘sign’ of unbelief.  You do not need signs IF you are living in Story.  For 
when you live in Story everything is a sign.  Many people crave signs and wonders.  They want 
to feel the tingle.  Friend, signs and wonders are all around us.  The ‘tingly’ feeling is right now. 
 
Yet King Ahaz rejects God’s gesture. 
 

IV. A sinful rejection (v. 12)  
 

 12 “But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!’” (Isa. 7:12). 

 
“Ahaz uses the verb נַָסה (nasah, “test”) in its negative sense of ‘challenge, provoke.’ However, 
this is false piety, a smokescreen designed to cover up his lack of faith in the Lord.” 
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Sounds pretty magnanimous and holy on the surface, doesn’t it? “I will not put the Lord to the 
test,” quoting Moses (7:12; Exod. 17:2, 7; Deut. 6:16). Ahaz may have sounded pious, but Ahaz 
was commanded by the Lord to ask for a sign – a clearly supernatural event that would confirm 
Isaiah’s promise of safety to Judah. Asking for a sign from God is often evidence of a lack of 
faith (Matt. 12:38-42; Heb. 11:1-2), but here Ahaz’s refusal to ask after being commanded to 
do it, is instead evidence of his lack of faith. Ahaz was being disobedient to a direct command 
from the Lord. He demonstrated unbelief, not piety. 
 

V. An Ancient Promise (vv. 13-16) 
 

13 “Then he said, ‘Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that 
you will try the patience of my God as well? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin 
will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 He will eat curds and honey at the 
time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good. 16 For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil 
and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken’” (Isa. 7:13-16). 

 
A. The Patience of God (v. 13) 

 
God is always longsuffering when addressing His people. 
 
“’Is it a small thing for you to weary men by your oppression and tyranny, with which you make 
yourselves burdensome and odious to all mankind? But will you weary my God also with the 
affronts you put upon him?’ As the unjust judge that neither feared God nor regarded man, Lu 
18:2.  You have wearied the Lord with your words, Mal 2:17. Nothing is more grievous to the 
God of heaven than to be distrusted. ‘Will you weary my God? Will you suppose him to be tired 
and unable to help you, or to be weary of doing you good? Whereas the youths may faint and 
be weary, you may have tired all your friends, the Creator of the ends of the earth faints not, 
neither is weary.’”15 
 

B. The Power of God (v. 14) 
 

 The Hebrew term translated “sovereign master” here and in vv. 14, 19 is ֲאדֹנָי (’adonay).16 
 

C. The Promise of God (vv. 14-16) 
 
I cannot read Isaiah 7:14 without an emotional start.  The Lord Himself provides a sign to 
validate Isaiah’s prophecy of safety – the birth of a child. The message? The end is near for 
Judah’s enemies. This child will have enough to eat, and before he is old enough to know right 
from wrong (is bar-mitzphahed at age 12), these two kings will be laid waste (7:15-16).  
 
“In Isaiah chapter 7, God demonstrates His faithfulness to a promise that He made with King 
David concerning the Davidic dynasty by giving the ultimate sign to the House of David.  The 
sign would be a virgin born Son named Immanuel, God with us.  As we examine this passage 
carefully, we will see from the historical context that Matthew is not taking verse 14 out of 
context in order to ‘proof-text’ the virgin birth of Jesus (1:22, 23).  Moreover, the context is clearly 
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pointing to the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus as the fulfillment of this passage in Isaiah 7.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the sinless Immanuel and God manifest in human flesh.”17 
 
“The Hebrew term אֹות (’ot, “sign”) can refer to a miraculous event (see v. 11), but it does not 
carry this sense inherently. Elsewhere in Isaiah the word usually refers to a natural occurrence 
or an object/person vested with special significance (see 8:18; 19:20; 20:3; 37:30; 55:13; 66:19). 
Only in 38:7-8, 22 does it refer to a miraculous deed that involves suspending or overriding 
natural laws. The sign outlined in vv. 14-17 involves God’s providential control over events and 
their timing, but not necessarily miraculous intervention.”18 
 
“’The young woman.’ The Hebrew article has been rendered as a demonstrative pronoun (‘this’) 
in the translation to bring out its force. It is very likely that Isaiah pointed to a woman who was 
present at the scene of the prophet’s interview with Ahaz. Isaiah’s address to the ‘house of 
David’ and his use of second plural forms suggests other people were present, and his use of 
the second feminine singular verb form (‘you will name’) later in the verse is best explained if 
addressed to a woman who is present.”19 
 
Let us note three thoughts concerning this promise. 
 

1. His exceptional origin [“a virgin”] 
 
“Traditionally, ‘virgin.’ Because this verse from Isaiah is quoted in Matt 1:23 in connection with 
Jesus’ birth, the Isaiah passage has been regarded since the earliest Christian times as a prophecy 
of Christ’s virgin birth. Much debate has taken place over the best way to translate this Hebrew 
term, although ultimately one’s view of the doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ is unaffected. 
Though the Hebrew word used here (ַעְלָמה, ’almah) can sometimes refer to a woman who is a 
virgin (Gen 24:43), it does not carry this meaning inherently. The word is simply the feminine 
form of the corresponding masculine noun ֶעֶלם (’elem, ‘young man’; cf. 1 Sam 17:56; 20:22). The 
Aramaic and Ugaritic cognate terms are both used of women who are not virgins. The word 
seems to pertain to age, not sexual experience, and would normally be translated ‘young 
woman.’ The LXX translator(s) who later translated the Book of Isaiah into Greek sometime 
between the second and first century b.c., however, rendered the Hebrew term by the more 
specific Greek word ̟αρθένος (parqenos), which does mean ‘virgin’ in a technical sense. This is 
the Greek term that also appears in the citation of Isa 7:14 in Matt 1:23. Therefore, regardless of 
the meaning of the term in the OT context, in the NT Matthew’s usage of the Greek term 
̟αρθένος clearly indicates that from his perspective a virgin birth has taken place.”20 
 
“There [is an] important theological truth being presented in this passage: the importance of the 
virgin birth for the Incarnation.  The Incarnation is at the heart of the Christian message.  The 
Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, ‘And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh …’ (I Tim. 3:16).  The only way the Second Person of the triune God 
could take on human flesh without being tainted by Adam’s sin was to be conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of a virgin.  He possessed two natures, perfect humanity and absolute Deity.  As 
God manifest in human flesh, He could not sin, He would not sin, and did not sin.  As the perfect, 
spotless, sinless Lamb of God, He could die in our place and pay for all our sins.  As a result of 
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that sacrifice, He could offer any and all who would trust Him, the free gift of eternal life, the 
forgiveness of sins and a home in Heaven.  The Bible says that salvation is by faith alone in 
Christ alone and not by any works that we do, or merits of our own (John 3:16; Rom. 4:5; Eph. 
2:8,9; Phil. 3:9; I John 5:13).”21 
 
Our Savior is born, the seed of the woman, conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary by the 
miraculous intervention of God the Holy Spirit (Gal. 4:4-6).  His holy body was prepared in the 
womb of the virgin for the work he had come to do (Heb. 10:4-5).  Had he been born of the flesh, 
the Lord Jesus could have done nothing to save us. 
  
There were, no doubt, many virgins in the world in those days, but God chose one, only one to 
be the agent through whom he would bring his Son into the world (Luke 1:26-33). 
 

2. His intended communication [“He will eat curds and honey”]  
 
In the immediate context, the fortunes of nations will be changed within the lifetime of a child 
born of the Prophet. 
 
 “'Behold this Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and thou shalt call his name Immanuel; 
butter and honey, shall he eat, when he shall know to refuse evil, and choose good. For before 
this child shall know to refuse evil and choose good, the land shall be desolate, by whose two 
kings thou art distressed.' Thus Isa 7:16 subjoins a plain reason why the child should eat butter 
and honey, the food of plentiful times, when he came to a distinguishing age; viz., because before 
that time the country of the two kings, who now distressed Judea, should be desolated; and so 
Judea should recover that plenty which attends peace. That this rendering, which gives 
perspicuity and rational connection to the passage, is according to the use of the Hebrew particle, 
is certain.”22 
 

3. His wonderful name [“Immanuel”] 
 
In the birth of this child, God will once again be with His people.  This is the Garden of Eden 
revisited, restored and fulfilled. 
 
“Heb ‘for, because.’ The particle introduces the entire following context (vv. 16-25), which 
explains why Immanuel will be an appropriate name for the child, why he will eat sour milk 
and honey, and why experiencing such a diet will contribute to his moral development.”23 
 

VI. A predicted devastation (vv. 17-25)  
 

17 “The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house such days as have never come 
since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria. 18 In that day the LORD will whistle for 
the fly that is in the remotest part of the rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They 
will all come and settle on the steep ravines, on the ledges of the cliffs, on all the thorn bushes and on all the 
watering places. 20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the Euphrates (that 
is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will also remove the beard. 21 Now in that 
day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 22 and because of the abundance of the milk produced 
he will eat curds, for everyone that is left within the land will eat curds and honey. 23 And it will come about 
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in that day, that every place where there used to be a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, 
will become briars and thorns. 24 People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will be 
briars and thorns. 25 As for all the hills which used to be cultivated with the hoe, you will not go there for fear 
of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample” (Isa. 7:17-25). 

 
“Though temporary deliverance (Isa 7:16; 8:4) was to be given then, and final deliverance 
through Messiah, sore punishment shall follow the former.”24 
 
“After the comfortable promises made to Ahaz as a branch of the house of David, here follow 
terrible threatening against him, as a degenerate branch of that house; for though the loving-
kindness of God shall not be utterly taken away, for the sake of David and the covenant made 
with him, yet his iniquity shall be chastened with the rod, and his sin with stripes.”25 
 
I wish I could tell you that your lot in life is going to become dramatically better in the immediate 
or in the days ahead.  That every story of victory others testify of will one day be yours, but I 
cannot.  What I can tell you is that Jesus is enough in this life and in the life to come.  What I can 
tell you is that God the Father sent His only begotten Son into the world to be your hope in your 
prison of despair.  I can tell you that even now the Holy Spirit is doing His sure work in your 
heart and in the heart of your loved ones. I can tell you that even now the purpose of God is 
unfolding according to plan and in any moment the page will be turned and the next chapter 
entered into and Jesus will come and gather His people to Himself for His glory and their joy.  
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. We look at our own circumstances and we cannot believe the mess we find ourselves in.  It 

is a mess either of our own doing or the consequences of another’s choice.  Either way it is a 
mess. 

2. In our mess we cannot forget God’s gracious invitation, “Come to me . . .” 
3. We must not forget that God has, is and will perform the miraculous to deliver us from our 

difficult circumstances. 
4. Finally, you cannot forget that God is with you right now.  He will never leave you or forsake 

you. 
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