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Four Marks of the Cross 
2 Corinthians 11:16-12:10 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 

Theme:  Paul explains how the Gospel pushes against the prevailing “theology” of the false teachers. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Unacceptable Foolishness (vv. 16-21) 
 

A. The “foolishness” of the apostle - vv. 16-18 
 

B. The “foolishness” of the Corinthians - vv. 19-21 
 

II. Unimaginable Suffering (vv. 22-33) 
 

A. His Hebraic heritage - v. 22 
 

B. His horrific hardships - vv. 23-33 
 

1. Boasting of external affliction - vv. 23-27 
2. Boasting of emotional anguish - vv. 28-29 
3. Boasting of weakness and shame - vv. 30-33 

 

III. Unspeakable Glory (12:1-6) 
 

A. His heavenly encounter - vv. 1-6 
B. His earthly anguish - vv. 7-10 

 

IV. Unparalleled Rest (vv. 7-10) 
 

A. The source of Paul's “Thorn” 
B. The nature of Paul's “Thorn” 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Paul learned something about divine providence and how to respond to it.  
2. Although Paul willingly embraced his thorn, it was only after he had passionately prayed that it be 

removed.  
3. Paul learned the value of human weakness: it provides a platform for divine strength.  
4. “In what has been described as a 'bold metaphor,' Paul teaches that Christ in his power 'pitches his tent' 

with his saints in their weaknesses.” 
5. Observe that in v. 9 Paul says “I will rather boast about my weaknesses.” The word “rather” implies a 

comparison.  
6. Paul learned that his spiritual purity was more important to God than his immediate physical pleasure.  


