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Keep it Simple 
2 Corinthians 11:1-15 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 

Theme:  Jesus is not only necessary, but He is enough.  
 

Introduction:  
Paul defends his apostolic authority in 10:1-13:14. Paul continues to “defend” himself for the 
sake of the gospel. Although our text is heavily autobiographical, Paul’s elevation of self is for 
the sake of the gospel. 
 

Everything Paul speaks of centers around the gospel. The gospel forms a bond between God 
and His people. The language used by Paul reflects Old Testament imagery and speaks to the 
“one flesh” union between a husband and wife. To violate the bond is idolatrous and adulterous.  
 

In defense of himself and the gospel, he draws a contrasting picture between the false apostles 
and the true apostles. Paul’s explanation has five marks. 
 

Outline: 
 

I. Gospel intimacy (vv. 1, 2) 
 

II. Gospel idolatry (vv. 3, 4) 
 

III. Gospel integrity (vv. 5, 6) 
 

IV. Gospel generosity (vv. 7-11) 
 

A. Paul's policy among the Corinthians (vv. 7-9) 
B. Paul's passion for the Corinthians (vv. 10-12) 
 

V. Gospel hypocrisy (vv. 13-15) 
 

A. Their character - a masquerade of piety (v. 13) 
B. Their character - an imitation of the evil one (vv. 14-15) 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. According to this text and others like it (Rom. 7:1ff), you and I are married to Jesus. Stay 
focused on Him. 

2. Jesus + nothing = everything. Everything – JESUS = nothing. You and I had better believe 
this. 

3. Finally, right now you and I need to examine our own lives individually and corporately 
to determine what we have added to or subtracted from JESUS and put it off. 

4. Learn to say and believe JESUS IS ENOUGH IN THIS LIFE AND IN THE LIFE TO COME. 


