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Learning to Live God’s Joy on the Horizontal 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 
Theme:  Sometimes the work of reconciliation requires the hard work of separation. 
 
Introduction:  
Every choice has a consequence and many of the consequences are unintended. The Corinthians 
choice of aligning with the false teachers caused a separation between them and the apostle Paul. 
Now their choice of alignment requires a consequence of separation. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. First, the prohibition (v. 14a). 
 

II. Second, the reason (vv. 14a-16a). 
 

III. Third, the promise (vv. 16b-18). 
 

IV. Fourth, the application (7:1). 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Sometimes the solution is simple and staring you in the face. 
2. You know what you need to do, so deal with it. 
3. It is foolish to “kick against the poker.” If you are striking yourself with a hammer and 

do not like the pain, then stop striking yourself with the hammer. However, it is not about 
simply stopping the striking, but start looking to Jesus the author and finisher of your 
joy. 

4. God’s promise to give you the joy and peace of His presence is knowable and experienced 
as we act on His known will. You and I will not know and experience His joy on the 
horizontal as long as we continue to align ourselves with evil. There is always an intrinsic 
demerit to sinful choices. 

5. Sinful choices have consequences and you cannot control the consequences. No matter 
how hard you try to keep those things under wrap, they will not be contained. 


