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“More than meets the Eye” –  

God’s Work of Transformation – The Christian Identity 
2 Corinthians 5:12-17 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 
Theme:  God is already bringing the future into the present. Who we now are is swallowed up 

in who Christ is (vv. 12-17). 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

By way of overview, let us remember the larger context for our immediate text. 
 

Chapter 5 

• God’s work of preparation – The Christian’s Destiny (vv. 1-11). 

• God’s work of transformation – The Christian’s Identity (vv. 12-17). 

• God’s work of reconciliation – The Christian’s Ministry (vv. 18-21).  
 

Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Desire (vv. 12, 13) 
 

II. Paul’s Motive (vv. 14, 15) 
 

A. The nature of Christ's death: He died for us 
 

B. The purpose of Christ's death: we live for Him 
 

III. Paul’s Change (vv. 16, 17) 
 

A. The Revelation - Therefore, we recognize no one according to the flesh (v. 16) 
 

B. The Transformation - Therefore, we are in a new creation (v. 17) 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Paul exhibits a selfless life of service to Christ and His Church. This is what the gospel 
does. 

2. Paul was driven by God’s love for Him in saving His wretched soul. 
3. The gospel changed Paul’s view of others and of himself. Only the gospel can do this. If 

we do not see ourselves for who we are in Christ, we will be driven to despair. Only Jesus 
can lift the dark clouds of our soul. 


