
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  February 26, 2017 
 
Sermon Title: The Truth About Giving 
 
Text:  2 Corinthians 8:12-15; 9:5-15 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2017



 

 

1 

  
Date:  February 26, 2017 
Title:  The Truth @ GIVING 
Text:  2 Cor. 8:12-15; 9:5-15 
Theme: Grace produces generosity in the people of God. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Generosity is not determined by one’s circumstances (8:2, 3) 

 
• 1 ”Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches 

of Macedonia,  2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty 
overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their 
ability, they gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the 
support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us by the will of God” (2 Cor. 8:1-5). 

 

• Great ordeal of affliction = abundance of joy 

• Deep poverty = overflowed in the wealth 
 
IN PASSING 
If the prosperity gospel were true, then the experience of the Macedonian Church would have 
read differently. 
 

• Great ordeal of affliction = abundance of joy 

• Deep poverty = overflowed in the wealth generosity 
 

II. Generosity comes from an overflow of gratitude (8:2, 4; 9:2, 7). 
 

• 1 “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches 
of Macedonia,  2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty 
overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond 
their ability, they gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation 

in the support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord 
and to us by the will of God” (2 Cor. 8:1-5). 

 
III. Generosity is the result of grace. It is proportionate (8:3, 11, 12) and voluntarily 

sacrificial (8:3; 9:5, 7) 
 
Cf. the widow’s mite. 
 

• “For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord”  
(2 Cor. 8:3). 

 

• 11 “But now finish doing it also, so that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also 
the completion of it by your ability. 12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what he does not have” (2 Cor. 8:11, 12). 
 



 

 

2 

• 5 “So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange 
beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a bountiful gift 
and not affected by covetousness. . .  7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 

grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:5, 7). 
 

Consider the appeal by some to SACRIFICE. 
1. The gospel compels us to give. Yet, not all giving is sacrificial giving.  
2. Giving until it “hurts” is not a normative or mandatory principle for giving. 
3. There are those occasions when giving does become sacrificial, but such acts are 

voluntary, not mandatory. 
 

IV. Generosity ministers to the equality within the Body of Christ (8:13-15 [Cf. Exod. 
16:18]). 

 

• 13 “For this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality-- 14 at this present 
time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also may become a supply 

for your need, that there may be equality; 15 as it is written, ‘HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT HAVE 
TOO MUCH, AND HE WHO gathered LITTLE HAD NO LACK.’” (2 Cor. 8:13-15). 

 

Generosity does not put either party in “need.” Giving does not create hardship to the giver. 
Giving and receiving flow both ways. 
 
V. Generosity is governed by the unchanging principle of sowing and reaping (9:6-15). 
 

• 6 “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is 
written, ‘HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES 
FOREVER.’ 10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness” (2 Cor. 9:6-10). 

 

Sow / reap 
Sin = Death 

Righteousness = Life 
 

1. You might not see it; but it exists. The “law” is unchanging. 
2. Prosperity does not equal righteousness no more than hardship equals sin. 

 

Let us explore for a moment the idea of reaping or the HARVEST. 
 

• “The ‘liberal’ soul shall be made ‘fat.’” (KJV Prov. 11:25) 
 

o New International Version 
“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” 
 

o New Living Translation 
“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” 
 

o English Standard Version 
“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.” 
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• What FAT looks like changes under the Old and New Covenant (cf. The Prodigal - Luke 
15:11-32; Rich man and Lazarus – Luke 16:19-31; The Rich Young Ruler – Luke 18:18-
30). 

• Notice the “Harvest” (9:8-10). Every good deed / righteousness 
 
CAUTION 
1. Remember MANNA (8:15). 
2. The HEALTH and WEALTH GOSPEL is FALSE. 
3. When we teach physical prosperity through spiritual gifting, we are teaching a false 
gospel.  

4. The idea that God does not want you poor or sick or struggling is not the GOSPEL. 
5. There are plenty examples of people of means in the Bible who believed. 
6. But neither JESUS nor His apostles would have “fit” today’s marketing of the GOSPEL. 
7. This is the very point the false teachers were seeking to leverage against Paul in order to 
discredit him. 

8. Paul would have been fully rejected by our current barrage of HEALTH and WEALTH 
teachers / preachers. 

9. Paul was physically pathetic and financially strapped. This is Paul’s point in  
2 Corinthians 11:1ff. 

 
Let us go back to the idea of HARVEST. 
1. One of the “fruits” of generosity is the expression of gratitude / thanksgiving in the 
recipient (9:11-15). 

2. God is glorified 
3. Your testimony “rings” true. GRACE REIGNS!!!! 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Paul’s APPEAL (8:8; 9:13). 
 

• “I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of 
your love also” (2 Cor. 8:8). 
 

• “Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your 
confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all” (2 Cor. 
9:13). 

 
1. In light of all I’ve said [Paul], “Excel in this act of grace.” 
2. Showcase God’s grace through your gracious generosity toward the needs of the church 
(8:8; 9:13). 
 

How might you and I live gospel rich generous lives individually and corporately? 
 


