
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: February 19, 2017 
Title:  The Truth @ the GOSPEL – “So . . . What is the GOSPEL?” 
Text:  2 Corinthians 8:9 
Theme: The GOSPEL, GRACE, and JESUS are synonyms. The GOSPEL generates 

GENEROSITY in the recipients of GRACE. 
 
Introduction:  
 

How significant or important is it that we guard the gospel and proclaim it as purely as positive? 
 
About Milky Way TV Commercial, 'Sorry About Your Tattoo' - A man lets his friend get 
squished under the couch as they try to move it down the stairs. A construction worker draws 
a crooked lane divider on the road; and a tattoo artist prints "no regerts" onto her client's arm. 
What do these serious mistakes all have in common? Each person was enjoying a Milky Way 
and got lost in all its deliciousness. They simply say, “Sorry, I was eating a Milky Way.”1 
 
Close? Sure, but really? What about the number of insect parts of rodent hair in peanut butter? 
 
While you enjoy your delectable spoon of peanut butter, you don’t think that it may contain rat 
hair. This is just another item that the Food and Drug Administration calls “natural 
contaminants,” along with other insect parts. According to research into these so called 
“natural” contaminants, peanut butter may contain as many as 30 or more insect pieces in each 
100 grams, and an average of 1 or more hairs from a rodent in each 100 grams. 
 

• Sorry. We’re really sorry. But it’s true, and the FDA has confirmed it. There may be up to 
an “average of 30 OR MORE insect fragments per 100 grams” and an “average of one OR 
MORE rodent hairs per 100 grams.” (Emphasis our own.) The FDA lists the “significance” 
as “aesthetic.” Really?2 

 
No matter how much we attempt to dismiss such thinking, it is still unnerving! 
 

• 3 “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we 
have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel 
which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully” (2 Cor. 11:3, 4). 

 
We are dealing with something far larger than a bad tattoo or bugs in our butter. We are dealing 
with the gospel. Paul says that the false teachers are bringing a different Jesus, thus a different 
gospel. It must be enough that Paul identifies such people as “messengers of Satan.” Is the gospel 
knowable and can it be clearly identified? I am of the thought, “Yes it can.” Here is what I see 
about the gospel in 2 Corinthians. There are NINE statements about the GOSPEL. We will 
consider all nine. 
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

The truth @ GRACE (8:1ff; 9:1ff) 
The truth @ the GOSPEL (8:9) 
The truth @ GIVING (8:12-15; 9:1ff) 
 
Outline: 
 

• The GOSPEL is GRACE. 

• The “good news” is God’s condescension, His “stooping,” His intervention into our 
plight. 

• The GOSPEL, GRACE, and JESUS are synonyms. 

• Jesus is the object of our faith. He is the center of God’s Story. 

• Who He is and what He does is the GOOD NEWS [GOSPEL]. 

• Why He does, what He does, and how He engages us is from GRACE. 

• Biblically, such words are inseparably linked. There is no GOSPEL apart from the 
gracious condescension of Jesus toward undeserving sinners. 

 
I. The GOSPEL is ONE-SIDED (8:9). 

 

• This speaks to the imbalance of the gospel. 

• There is no possible way to balance the ledger. 

• He was continuously rich [pres/ptc], but became poor [aor]. So that [hina] we might 
become rich. 

 
II. The GOSPEL is EXCESSIVE, surpassing, indescribable (8:2 [super-abound; cf. 8:7; 9:8, 12]; 

9:5 [speak well], 14 [to throw beyond the mark {huperballo}]). 
 
III. The GOSPEL is an exchange (5:21). 
 
We receive from Him riches and He receives from us our poverty (2 Cor. 5:21). 
He was crucified because of our weakness (13:4). Just as our weakness put Him to the cross, so 
also the power of God will raise Him up.  We will revisit this in 2 Cor. 5:21. 
 
After leaving our primary text in 2 Corinthians 8:9, we can find multiple statements about the 
GOSPEL in 2 Corinthians. Let us for the moment examine its occurrence in this Letter. 
 
IV. The GOSPEL delivers (1:9, 10) 
 

• Who delivered (Aor.) 

• Delivering (Pres.) 

• Will deliver (Fut.) 
o “to rescue, to save” 

• The idea of “deliverance” presupposes the need to be delivered from something or 
someone. 

• If there is not a real threat, there can be no real deliverance. 
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V. The GOSPEL establishes (1:21, 22) 
 
Present active participle. An apt metaphor in Corinth where confirmation of a bargain often took 
place (bebaiôsis) as Deissmann shows (Bible Studies, p. 109) 
 
The Gospel “confirms” and “verifies” the object. In the establishing of the object, it is confirmed 
or verified before God.  It is “firm,” unmovable. 
 
VI. The GOSPEL makes those who believe aromatic (2:14-17) 
 
The gospel emits, releases, radiates, produces an odor. But what the gospel produces is the odor 
of life to those who would believe and one of death to those who do not believe. 
 
VII. The GOSPEL liberates those who believe from the Old Testament (3:14-18) 
 
Removed (v. 14 [cf. 3:7, 11);  Taken away (v. 16 [pres. Pass.] “to cut away”) 
Liberty (v. 17 “Freedom of access to God without fear in opposition to the fear in Ex 34:30.  
We need no veil and we have free access to God.” [A.T. Robertson]) 
It is hard for us to process just how free we are. As it relates to our relationship before God we 
are completely free of having to maintain by our work what we received by His. 
 
VIII. The GOSPEL transforms (3:18) 
 
Present passive of metamorphoô. See on "Mt 17:2"; see also "Mr 9:2" where it is translated 
"transfigured." It is the word used for heathen mythological metamorphoses.  Notice to what or 
whom we are transformed.  This same idea exists in 2 Corinthians 5:17. Romans 6 says in Adam 
we were slaves to sin. In Christ, we become instruments of righteousness. That transformation 
is intrinsic to our union with Christ. We cannot not be anything other than TRANSFORMED. 
 
IX. The GOSPEL illuminates (4:3-6) 
 
“Like a lamp in the heart (cf. Mt 5:15). Miners carry a lamp on the forehead, Christians carry one 
in their hearts lit by the Spirit of God.” 
This idea is very similar to that of aroma. That which God gives to us, He works in us and 
through us to those around us. We become channels through which the gospel is seen, heard, 
and felt. 
 
X. The GOSPEL reconciles (5:18-21). 
 
The GOSPEL cancels out all trespasses (5:19). 
“Not reckoning (mê logizomenos). What Jesus did (his death for us) stands to our credit (Ro 
8:32).” 
It is clear from our text (5:18-21) that we become instruments through which God brings 
reconciliation to a lost and alienated world. 
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XI. The GOSPEL unites the believing to CHRIST (13:4, 5 [“Jesus Christ is in you”). 
 
It is impossible for us to fully comprehend the idea that God dwells within us. No matter what 
else we might know about God’s working in us, the biggest “deal” is His presence in us. This is 
what radiates from us to others. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. APPEAL 

 

• In light of all I’ve said, “Excel in this act of grace.” 

• Showcase God’s grace through your gracious generosity toward the needs of the church 
(8:8; 9:13). 

 
2. RESULTS 

 

• [ESV] “they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ” 

 
The GOSPEL is something one confesses and in the confession, one submits to its truth claims. 
 

• who you are [i.e. poor] 

• who He is [i.e. rich] 
 

GOSPEL 
The GOSPEL generates GENEROSITY in the recipients of GRACE. 
 
TODAY 
How might we live generous lives, individually and corporately, toward one another and in our 
communities? 

1 https://www.ispot.tv/ad/7hWf/milky-way-sorry-about-your-tattoo  
2 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/17/food-facts_n_4788746.html  

                                                           


