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Date:  January 8, 2017 
Title:  Keep it Simple  
Text:  2 Corinthians 11:1-15 
Theme: Jesus is not only necessary, but He is enough.  
 
Introduction:  
“In the final chapters of Second Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is dealing with probably the most 
powerful tool, the most dangerous threat to a church the devil has -- infiltration -- the destruction 
of a church from within by teachers who are veering off from the truth. 
This is still the most dangerous threat to a church today. As you drive through any of our 
American cities you find church buildings on almost every corner. It would seem that 
Christianity is the dominant faith in this land of ours and that the church is a powerful moving 
force in our society. Yet, as you well know, many of those church buildings are empty; many of 
them have a mere handful of people coming to services that are prosaic and devoid of real 
vitality. It is clear that the churches represented by those buildings are long since gone as an 
effective force in our society. What happened? 
Well, most of them were destroyed from within by the satanic process of infiltration, by people 
who came in and gradually began to teach a deviate gospel. That is what was happening here 
at Corinth, and that is what is threatening many of our churches today.”1 
 
Herein lies our greatest problem and threat. We think we must become something more than 
what we are in Him. I am all for multiplying the ministries of WBC as long as every platform is 
a means of pointing to the absolute and unwavering sufficiency of Jesus in the meeting of every 
need and the answering of every issue. 
 
The Corinthians defected from the sufficiency of Christ almost immediately after the apostle 
Paul left.  I am mindful of this pressing weight in Colossians and in Galatia. Do you when you 
first understood Jesus as your Savior from sin and death; and do you remember the simplicity 
of knowing Jesus at the front end and then the complexity of knowing Jesus at the backend and 
you must ask yourself, “What’s up with this?” Do you remember what it was to simply believe 
and the joy of knowing your sins were forgiven? What happened? Another Jesus, another 
gospel, and another Spirit is what happened. Let us explore this idea as it exists in our text. 
 
Paul defends his apostolic authority in 10:1-13:14. Paul continues to “defend” himself for the 
sake of the gospel. Although our text is heavily autobiographical, Paul’s elevation of self is for 
the sake of the gospel. 
 
“In the final chapters of Second Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is dealing with probably the most 
powerful tool, the most dangerous threat to a church the devil has -- infiltration -- the destruction 
of a church from within by teachers who are veering off from the truth.”2 
 
“D. A. Carson, in his excellent little book on 2 Corinthians 10-13, sums up this first comparison 
between the authentic apostles and the ‘intruders’ (Carson’s term, and I like it): 
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Failing to discern the profound distinctions between the lordly authority of the intruders and 
the self-sacrificing devotion and Spirit-entrusted authority of the apostle, they chose exploiters 
as their leaders and models, and blindly reveled in their own wisdom. Paul does not even want 
to be compared with such power-hungry exploiters. With biting irony, he contemplates their 
abuse of power and writes, ‘To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that!’ Finally, a 
brief word about sarcasm. I think it would be very difficult to deny that Paul uses sarcasm in 
our text. Like the comparisons Paul makes, this is not his preference. To those who might say 
that sarcasm is always out of place, I would simply say this: 

1. Paul employs sarcasm in 2 Corinthians. 
2. Paul employs it reluctantly. 
3. Paul employs it sparingly. 

There are at least a few times then when those who oppose the gospel should not be taken too 
seriously and may deserve the use of sarcasm.”3 
 
He boasts in his jealousy over the Church (vv. 1-6) 
He boasts in his generosity to the Church (vv. 7-15) 
He boasts in his sufferings for the Church (vv. 16-33) 
 
[Note concerning Paul's aversion to boasting - In light of Paul's concluding observation in 10:17-
18, how are we to explain his opening words in 11:1? See also 11:10,16-18; 12:1. Observe the 
following explanations: 
 

“Paul is very conscious that it is no business of an apostle, or indeed of any Christian, to 
praise himself. Such self-commendation is only justified, in the present instance, because 
his affection for his converts is so great, that he will go to almost any length to prevent 
them from becoming dupes of unscrupulous men, and to keep them loyal to Christ" 
(Tasker). 
“It is concern, loving anxious concern, for the spiritual welfare of those who are his 
children in Christ which moves him so strongly – so much so that he is prepared to appear 
to indulge in what he calls 'a little foolishness' by speaking about himself, in order to 
counteract the impact of the intruders who in their foolishness have been extolling 
themselves” (Hughes). 
“It is not the genuine Paul who figures here; it is Paul playing a part to which he has been 
compelled against his will, acting in a character which is as remote as possible from his 
own. It is the character native and proper to the other side; and when Paul . . . assumes 
it, . . . he not only preserves his modesty and his self-respect, but lets his opponents see 
what he thinks of them. He plays the fool for the occasion, and of set purpose; they do it 
always, and without knowing it, like men to the manner born” (Denney).] 

 
In verse 10:8, Paul uses the word “boast.” This word [kauchaomai] occurs in 33 verses in the 
New Testament. Of those 33 occurrences, 17 are found in 2 Corinthians. Because of the 
preponderance of occurrences, we would be safe in assuming there is this tension running 
through 2 Corinthians. The “issue” appears resolved in 10:17, 18. In whom or what does one 
boast? 
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Paul’s adversaries are boasting in themselves, whereas Paul boasts only in the Lord (10:17). They 
likewise commend themselves by themselves whereas Paul sees only the Lord’s commendation 
(10:18). This is an issue in 2 Corinthians and that of chapter 10. The thought of “boasting” or 
“glorying” is that of lifting up. When one boasts of themselves, they are lifting up self. When 
one boasts of/in the Lord, they are lifting up the Lord. Boasting is to make much of someone or 
something. Saying what is true objectively is not necessarily boasting. If what one says although 
true is to vault oneself over someone else, then it is negative. Paul puts himself “above” the 
super apostles. His intent, however, is to make much of the Lord and His Church. 
 
• “For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may 

have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart” (2 Cor. 5:12).  {in appearance: 
Gr. in the face} 
 

• “For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed; but as we spake all things to you in truth, 
even so our boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth” (2 Cor. 7:14). 

 

• “For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was 
ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many” (2 Cor. 9:2). 

 

• “For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and 
not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed” (2 Cor. 10:8). 

 

• “But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath 
distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you” (2 Cor. 10:13). {rule: or, line} 

 

• “Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith 
is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly” (2 Cor. 10:15). {enlarged...: or, 
magnified in you} 

 

• “To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready 
to our hand” (2 Cor. 10:16). {line: or, rule} 

 

• “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17). 
 

• “But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they 
glory, they may be found even as we” (2 Cor. 11:12). 

 

• “I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little” 
(2 Cor. 11:16). {receive: or, suffer} 

 

• “Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also” (2 Cor. 11:18). 
 

• “If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 11:30). 
 

• “It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord” (2 Cor. 12:1). 
{I will come: Gr. For I will come} 

 

• “Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 12:5). 
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• “For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man 
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me” (2 Cor. 12:6). 

 

• “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 

• “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in 
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing” (2 Cor. 12:11). 

 
These two words [commend / boast] overlap. If I am going to boast in myself through a 
commendation of myself, I am failing.  
 
Recognizing one’s standing before God and gifting from God is not intrinsically arrogant or 
prideful. For God to say, “I am the greatest,” is humble. Humility is recognizing who we are in 
light of who He is and who we are together as a community of faith. For Paul to acknowledge 
his authority from the Lord is not arrogance. Arrogance would be him lording it over the church 
(1 Peter 5:1). Humility is him recognizing his authority is for the building up of and not the 
tearing down of the church. 
 
A key to Paul's comments is the recurring vocabulary of “foolishness” in this passage (11:1, 16 
[2], 17, 19, 21, 23; 12:6, 11). 
 
The word [aphrosune] occurs only four times in the New Testament. Three of the four are in   
2 Corinthians and in our passage. It carries the idea of “senselessness or stupid.” 
 

• “Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me” (2 Cor. 11:1). 
 

• “That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting” 
(2 Cor. 11:17). 

 

• “I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak 
foolishly,) I am bold also” (2 Cor. 11:21). 

 
Aphron occurs ten times in the New Testament. Four of the ten are in 2 Corinthians. 
 

• “I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a 
little” (2 Cor.11:16). 

 

• “For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise” (2 Cor. 11:19). 
 

• “For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any 
man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me” (2 Cor. 12:6). 

 

• “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for 
in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing” (2 Cor. 12:11). 

 
Paul recognizes his “boasting” of self is senseless and/or stupid, but necessary based on the 
attacks by his adversaries and for the ultimate sake of the gospel. 
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“There is an unmistakable twinge of sarcasm in Paul's words. Most likely Paul was accused by 
his opponents of being a ‘fool’ whom the Corinthians must ‘bear with’, i.e., humor or tolerate or 
put up with. In effect, Paul says, ‘'Since you Corinthians think I am an idiot anyway, there is 
nothing much to lose, is there? I am already the object of your patronizing contempt, so it is not 
much to ask you to tolerate a little more of poor old Paul's buffoonery'’ (Clements, 175-76). But 
note well: this is not Paul trying to vindicate himself out of some petty concern for his own 
reputation. Paul does not ‘take on’ the so-called ‘super-apostles’ primarily because they were 
trying to undermine his influence or to defame him. They were proposing what Paul regards as 
a ‘different’ Christianity, which he contends is no Christianity, hence no gospel, at all. The stakes 
are much higher here than merely one man's position in the community. Eternal destiny is the 
heart of the matter.”4 
 
Why does Paul do this? The issue is the preaching of another Jesus, a different spirit, and a 
different gospel (v. 4). Somehow they were deceived and led astray (v. 3). Led astray from what, 
“the simplicity and purity of Christ.” 
 
Three quick thoughts are noted of the apostle.  

• I am jealous (v. 2) 

• I am afraid (v. 3) 

• I am unskilled (v. 6) 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“It is the same with the Apostle Paul, as we shall see in 2 Corinthians 11:16-29. In chapter 10, 
Paul has just distinguished himself and his colleagues from those who are so bold as to compare 
themselves with themselves (2 Corinthians 10:12). Now, Paul does precisely that—he compares 
himself with those who are his critics. He does so in three ways. First, in verses 16-21a, Paul 
compares authentic apostles with the false apostles in the way they treat those under their 
authority. In this comparison, the authentic apostles fall far short of the authoritarian, high-
handed tactics of their adversaries. Second, in verses 21b-22, Paul compares himself with those 
who take pride in their Jewishness. In this comparison, Paul comes out their equal. Finally, in 
verses 23-29, Paul compares his service with that of his opponents in terms of the price he has 
paid to minister to others. Here, Paul leaves his opponents in the dust. They cannot even begin 
to compare themselves by his standard of personal sacrifice.”5 
 
Everything Paul speaks of centers around the gospel. He notes five gospel characteristics. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Gospel intimacy (vv. 1, 2) 

 
The relationship the church has to Christ is one of a bride to a groom. On the marriage metaphor, 
see Isa. 50:1; 54:1-6; Ezek. 16; Hosea 1-3; Eph. 5:22-23; Rev. 19:7; 21:2,9; 22:17.  



 

 

6 

 
“He speaks as one who woos them, but yet as one that seeks them not for himself, but for God.”6 
 
“Verse 2. For I am jealous over you. This verse expresses the reason why he was disposed to 
speak of his attainments, and of what he had done. It was because he loved them, and because 
he feared that they were in danger of being seduced from the simplicity of the gospel. The 
phrase, ‘I am jealous,’ (zhlw,) means, properly, I ardently love you; I am full of tender 
attachment to you. The word was usual among the Greeks to denote an ardent affection of any 
kind, (from zew, to boil, to be fervid or fervent.) The precise meaning is to be determined by the 
connexion. See Barnes for 1Co 12:31. The word may denote the jealousy which is felt by an 
apprehension of departure from fidelity on the part of those whom we love; or it may denote a 
fervid and glowing attachment. The meaning here probably is, that Paul had a strong attachment 
to them. With godly jealousy. Greek, ‘with the zeal of God,’ (yeou zhlw) That is, with very great 
or vehement zeal--in accordance with the Hebrew custom when the name God is used to denote 
anything signally great, as the phrase ‘mountains of God,’ meaning very elevated or lofty 
mountains. The mention of this ardent attachment suggested what follows. His mind reverted 
to the tenderness of the marriage relation, and to the possibility that in that relation the affections 
might be estranged. He makes use of this figure, therefore, to apprize them of the change which 
he apprehended.”7 
 
Because Paul leans on the Old Testament imagery of God’s “marriage” to the Nation of Israel 
and the “one flesh” union to which this speaks, what the Church of Corinthian does by 
gravitating toward a different Jesus, a different gospel, and a different spirit is nothing short of 
spiritual adultery. 
 
This is a hard study, but like the Book of Hebrews, if one turns from the biblical Jesus, the biblical 
gospel, and the biblical Holy Spirit, they have committed spiritual adultery and are in danger of 
hell’s judgment.  
 
However, just like in physical marriage one can commit adultery and not result/end in divorce 
if the one who committed the adultery repents and pursues the first relationship, so also in this 
realm of spiritual marriage to Christ.  If you defect to another Jesus, gospel, and spirit and 
refuse to repent and go back to the biblical Jesus, gospel, and spirit, you will be cut off. 
 

The Corinthian church was in danger of spiritual ruin. This is what is at stake and this is the 
reason for Paul’s passion. How many people do we know within our own church family who 
appear to have fallen away? Friend, perhaps God’s appeal to us is to reach out to them and invite 
them back. 
 

This is where Paul leads us. 
 

II. Gospel idolatry (vv. 3, 4) 
 

“The serpent beguiled Eve (ho ophis exêpatêsen Heuan). Paul's only mention of the serpent in 
Eden. The compound exapataô means to deceive completely.8” 
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“Karl Barth, who has gained a reputation as a great theologian and who wrote a tremendously 
effective study of the book of Romans which revolutionized theology a few decades ago, was 
once asked, in what has now become a famous story, ‘What is the greatest theological thought 
that has ever crossed your mind?’ Some very complicated answer was expected, but his answer 
was this: ‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’ That is the ‘simplicity that is in 
Christ.’”9 
 
“The symbolism of v. 3 must be noted: ‘Eve represents the church at Corinth and the serpent 
those 'ministers of Satan,' the 'superlative' apostles (v. 5), who have come preaching 'another 
Jesus,' to divert the Corinthians from the Christ to whom Paul had joined them’ (Barnett, 501).”10 
 
Paul takes us back to the Garden of Eden. When we turn from Jesus, from the Spirit, and from 
the gospel to anything or anyone else, it is spiritual idolatry/adultery. The two are the same. 
 
“What is meant by ‘another Jesus’? Barnett makes this comment: ‘That Paul calls him 'Jesus,' 
having twice referred to him in the previous two verses as 'Christ,' may be significant. In our 
view, it points to a preaching of Jesus the Nazarene, whose historic Jewish persona was being 
emphasized at the expense of his risen Lordship by the newly arrived 'Hebrew' missioners in 
Corinth (11:13,22-23a)’ (505). Many have come during the last 2,000 years preaching ‘another’ or 
‘different’ gospel. What does ‘spirit’ mean? Is this a demonic being, an attitude, an influence, a 
principle? And what does ‘receive’ mean? Is it invasion and subsequent inhabitation, or perhaps 
tolerance, attentiveness, etc.' Most likely Paul is simply saying that the Corinthians were 
tolerating the presence and influence of false teachers who were energized by demons. It is 
unlikely he has in mind the notion of demonization.”11 
 
“When we fail to believe the gospel we not only suspect the truth and goodness of God; we 
place our faith in a different ‘good news.’ We ask something (or someone) to do what only 
the gospel is capable of doing. What other ‘good news’ do you sometimes believe? What other 
‘husbands’ captivate you? What other counterfeit hope captures your love? When we were 
unacceptable and at our worst, he bound himself to us with his covenantal love. Christ’s 
marital fidelity to his bride is on full display at the cross, and it moves his bride to an 
increasingly sincere and pure devotion.”12 
 
“Note Paul's emphasis on the importance of the ‘mind’. The simplicity and purity of their 
devotion or love for Christ issues from their minds! What one thinks about Jesus, how you 
understand or envision him, in a word, your Christology, is key to your Christian life and love.”13 
 
The idea of simplicity is that of “singleness [haplotes].” Of the eight occurrences in the New 
Testament, five are in 2 Corinthians. All are by the apostle Paul. 
 

• “Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:8). 
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• “For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly 
to you-ward” (2 Cor. 1:12). 

 

• “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality” (2 Cor. 8:2). 

 

• “Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God” (2 
Cor. 9:11). 

 

• “Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men” (2 Cor. 9:13). 

 

• “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). 

 

• “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ” (Eph. 6:5). 

 

• “Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but 
in singleness of heart, fearing God” (Col. 3:22). 

 
“Another Jesus (allon Iêsoun). Not necessarily a different Jesus, but any other ‘Jesus’ is a rival 
and so wrong. That would deny the identity. A different spirit (pneuma heteron). This is the 
obvious meaning of heteron in distinction from allon as seen in Ac 4:12; Ga 1:6. But this 
distinction in nature or kind is not always to be insisted on.”14 
 
This is important. The JESUS the false apostles preached was REALLY CLOSE to the biblical 
JESUS, but in the end was a different JESUS. It was close enough to be confusing and attractive. 
This JESUS was close enough to be deceiving the believing and leading them astray from the 
biblical JESUS. 
 
The Bible tells a single Story and at the center of this Story is JESUS. I have people challenge this 
idea constantly. They are wishing to tell me it is about JESUS and . . .  Friend, any time we attach 
anything to Jesus or subtract from Jesus we have committed spiritual idolatry/adultery.  
 
When we speak of obedience or holiness or rewards or discipleship, or any other word or topic 
or theme found in the Bible and we make that the hallmark of our message and ministry, we 
have committed spiritual adultery. We are preaching and teaching a different Jesus, a different 
spirit, and a different gospel. 
 
Let me give you an example that might appear painful:  Occasionally I have people tell me 
about a book that suggests that if a husband just loves his wife, she will respect him.  And if a 
wife just respects her husband he will love her. The appeal is that through obedience one can 
make their marriage more than it is. And why is the appeal so attractive?  Because they are 
unhappy and they believe the cause of that unhappiness is their spouse and if they can simply 
produce the desired result in their spouse, everything else will be better.  
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Friend, the Greek word for that is hogwash. I am all for loving and respecting one’s spouse, but 
I have seen people make an idol of their marriage and give up the simplicity/singleness of 
JESUS.  Friends, when we make an idol of our marriage, we have turned to a different JESUS, 
a different spirit, and a different gospel. Nothing in shadow form is ever going to be enough. 
Not your employment, your children or lack therein, your marriage or its absence, your car, 
your house, your apartment, your hobby or lack therein, your retirement, your finances, your 
job, your education, or your geographical location. Nothing in shadow form is ever going to do 
for you what can only be done by God.  
 
You and I had better believe this is true, because our emotions are going to run amuck in every 
one of these areas. God’s will for your life is to be thankful for your circumstances and to carry 
out the responsibilities that exist within those circumstances. The simplicity or singleness of 
Christ is knowing that in the midst of all this, JESUS is enough. It is when I realize the fullness 
of who He is and what He has done and who I am in Him, that in the context of a fallen world I 
can enjoy the blessing of God. 
 
III. Gospel integrity (vv. 5, 6) 

 
Paul is as good as or better than anyone else in relation to gospel ministry. 
 
“The word translated ‘most eminent’ or ‘super’ apostles is literally, ‘over’ or ‘very much.’ But in 
what way did they classify Paul as ‘inferior’ to them? There were at minimum two claims they 
made: (1) their ‘superiority’ as trained and eloquent speakers (11:6) and (2) their ‘superiority’ in 
visions and revelations (12:1).”15 
 
“As for Paul's ‘weakness’ or ‘inadequacy’ in speech, he first alludes to it in 1 Cor. 2:1-5. Perhaps 
after the rhetorically gifted Apollos (Acts 18:24-28) had visited Corinth, the people there began 
to reflect negatively on Paul's shortcomings in that arena. Yet, Barnett points out that ‘it ought 
not be concluded that Paul was a poor speaker. That he was inferior to them (and Apollos?) does 
not logically require that he was without gifts in that respect. Paul's dialectic in this verse should 
not lead us to draw wrong conclusions. . . . [In] the context of Hellenistic rhetoric, it quite suits 
Paul to confess to being 'inferior' to the newcomers, a mere 'layman,' But it does not necessarily 
follow that Paul was an ill-equipped or ineffective preacher. . . . His verbal skills must have been, 
at the very least, adequate, and, quite possibly, considerable, even though he lacked the high 
professionalism of the trained rhetorician’ (509-510).”16 
 
Paul points out the accusation and then says, “But you know better than that about me.”  
 
IV. Gospel generosity (vv. 7-11) 

 
Paul selflessly imposed on his own ability to care for himself. He did not take advantage of those 
to whom he ministered. Paul’s language is graphic. He speaks of “robbing” them to sustain 
himself. Such language is intended to show the craziness of the situation.  
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A. Paul's policy among the Corinthians - vv. 7-9 

 
1. He practiced self-denial (vv. 7, 8) 

 
Paul practiced self-denial by refusing to accept their money. “If self-abasement is wrong in Paul, 
what shall be said about Jesus Christ himself?” (Carson, 96). 
 
"The 'robbery' [note Paul's sarcasm; perhaps this is precisely what his enemies accused him of] 
consisted of his acceptance of their gifts at a time when he was not actually ministering in their 
midst, and when, accordingly, he could not expect maintenance from them as of right" (Hughes, 
386). 
 

2. He practiced self-reliance - v. 9 
 

B. Paul's passion for the Corinthians - vv. 10-12 
 
Two things are noted. 
 

1. His affection - vv. 10-11 
 

2. His aim - v. 12 
 
Paul was going to great lengths to cut off every opportunity for the deviant Christ to be taught. 
This is what Paul aimed to do.  
 
The word “cut off” means “to hew down.” The occasion or opportunity Paul seeks to cut off 
literally means “a starting point.” Paul is determined not to allow them a “foot in the door.” He 
is determined to close that door and lock it down. 
 
A.T. Robertson notes, “There are always some hunting for occasions to start something against 
preachers.”17 Friend, many come who have their own agenda, or ministry itch they wish us to 
scratch by allowing them a platform, or starting point. It all sounds good and might do great 
good, but when that slight deviation from Jesus happens, it is only a matter of time before there 
is a different Jesus, different gospel, and different spirit at play. 
 
Paul's opponents longed for the opportunity to boast that they had ministered in Corinth on the 
same terms as he. But as long as he refused money (something they would never do), such a 
desire would go unfulfilled, for they were financial parasites on the church. 
 
“Since teachers, philosophers, and orators in ancient times were expected to charge for their 
services in proportion to their skill and gifting, Paul's refusal to accept financial support from 
the Corinthians exposed him to the accusation of being a fraud. The intruders had put Paul in a 
no-win situation: if he refuses remuneration he betrays his own sense of inauthenticity, 
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incompetence, and lack of authority; but if he receives remuneration it is because he is greedy 
and thus is guilty of peddling the gospel. Add to this the fact that manual labor, such as tent-
making (Paul's chosen trade), was viewed by the Greeks with disdain. In order to appreciate 
Paul's response to this charge we must understand his personal financial policies.”18 
 

• Paul believed that he had a right to be supported by those to whom he ministered (1 Cor. 
9:1-19; 3 John 5-8; Lk. 9:3-4; 10:4,7; Mt. 10:10; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18). 

• On occasion he accepted the financial support of churches he had established and to 
whom he ministered (2 Cor. 11:8-9; Phil. 4:10-15). 

• As a general rule, however, he would not accept support from the church to which he 
was then ministering (2 Cor. 11:8-9; 1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8-12). In other words, he 
accepted the support of churches where he had ministered in the past. Why? (1) Paul 
probably did not want to be perceived as just one of many itinerant lecturers or 
philosophers so common in Greek culture of that day, nor did he want his message 
viewed as just one more competing philosophy. (2) Paul knew that the reputation of the 
gospel was, to a degree, dependent on his own integrity. (3) He wanted to be absolutely 
free to preach the truth without exposing himself to the pressure of those with money. In 
this way, he could not be charged with fashioning his message according to the whims 
of the wealthy. (4) He wanted to set an example of the virtues of self-support and manual 
labor.  

• He actively solicited financial assistance for other Christians in need (2 Cor. 8-9; 1 Cor. 
16:1-4). 

• Only rarely did Paul actively solicit financial assistance for himself (Rom. 15:24; Acts 
15:3). 

 
I am not against vocational ministers making money. I am against vocational minister or 
ministries leveraging their message for financial gain. The way some people minister parallels 
the selling of indulgences by the church in the 1400’s. We often read of its abuse, but such abuse 
can operate at every level regardless of the size of the income. 
 
Paul put himself above the charge by doing what he did. 
 
V. Gospel hypocrisy (vv. 13-15) 

 
Paul raises his sites and blasts the false apostles. Why does he do this? He does this because they 
are preaching a different Jesus, a different gospel, and different spirit. The problem with their 
approach and message is that it “sounds” like the real thing. It is persuasive.  
 
How is it possible for the Corinthian church to fall so quickly into error? Perhaps it is equally 
difficult for us to understand how Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden could so quickly fall 
from visible and tangible contact with God into open rebellion and adultery. Thus, just as Eve 
was deceived in the context of the Garden, so also are we in the context of grace.  
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“Temptations and false teachings dress in appealing clothing – they retell the prevailing cultural 
story. In a world where success was defined by rhetoric and pedigree the false apostles tried to 
show that Paul was lacking both. In our world – where success is defined by self-achieved 
wealth, power, and social capital – false gospels also tell us what we want to hear. The gospel 
claims that through the ministry of Christ in and for us poverty is wealth, weakness is power, 
and the interest of others is more important than my own self-interest. Christ’s self-giving love 
leads us to live this kind of paradoxical life (Phil. 2:5-11).” 19 
 
What does this text tell us? That it is possible to invite into this church a message and ministry 
that brings a different JESUS, a different spirit, and a different gospel. In addition, we often 
applaud it. With the internet, the threat is imminent. Notice two thoughts concerning these false 
apostles. 
 

A. Their character - a masquerade of piety - v. 13 
 

B. Their character - an imitation of the evil one - vv. 14-15 
 
“In some sense, these men portrayed themselves as champions of ‘righteousness’ to win 
recognition and favor in Corinth as ‘apostles of Christ.’ Their approach to ‘righteousness,’ 
however, was distinctly Mosaic, focusing on the old covenant (hence, Paul's comments in chp. 
3 on the superior nature of the new covenant). ‘Since they proclaimed 'another Jesus . . . a 
different gospel,' it seems likely that they advocated a different 'righteousness,' a 'righteousness' 
arising out of the Mosaic law rather than from Messiah Jesus' reconciliatory death’ (Barnett, 
527).” 
 
THREE SECOND RULE 
“We’ve all done it – dropped some food on the floor, picked it up, given it a quick wipe and 
put it in our mouth. The theory is that if food dropped on the floor is picked up quickly enough, 
it’s safe to eat. While some people are firm believers, others use the rule to convince themselves 
that it's OK to eat a fallen morsel. Some call it the ‘five-second rule’, others know it as the ‘three-
second rule’. Whichever you're familiar with, it certainly isn’t based on science says Dr Ronald 
Cutler, a microbiologist from Queen Mary, University of London. To prove what he said Dr 
Cutler subjected the five-second rule to the rigours of scientific testing. His trial involved 
dropping pieces of pizza, apple and buttered toast on different surfaces artficially contaminated 
with E. coli to emulate what would happen if you dropped food onto a heavily contaminated 
surface. The study was to determine if the time the sample was left on the surface affected the 
degree of contamination picked up.”20 
 
“In 60 second, Google receives over 4,000,000 search queries, YouTube users upload 71 hours of 

new videos, Pinterest users Pin 3,472 photos, Facebook users share, 2,460,000 pieces of content, 

Twitter users share 277,000 tweet, Apple users download 48,000 apps. The global internet 

population grew 14.3 percent from 2011 - 2013 and now presents 2.4 Billion people.”21 
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We are inundated with information. You and I must be attentive to the slight deviations taking 

place on multiple fronts. We must learn to slam the door on all things that pull us away from 

and seek to supplant the absolute and complete sufficiency of Jesus. 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. According to this text and others like it (Rom. 7:1ff), you and I are married to Jesus. Stay 
focused on Him. 

2. Jesus + nothing = everything. Everything – JESUS = nothing.22 You and I better believe 
this. 

3. Finally, right now you and I need to examine our own lives individually and corporately 
to determine what we have added to or subtracted from JESUS and put it off. 

4. Learn to say and believe JESUS IS ENOUGH IN THIS LIFE AND IN THE LIFE TO COME. 
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