
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 18, 2016 
Title:  The Nature of Christian Authority – How to Measure Spiritual Growth 
Text:  2 Corinthians 10:7-18 
Theme:  
 
“Many have heard the story of the man whose devotional reading consisted of cracking his Bible 
at random and reading the first verse his finger touched. One morning this was his verse for the 
day: ‘And Judas went out and hanged himself’ (Matt. 27:5).  That can't be it, he thought. So he 
tried again. ‘Go thou and do likewise’ (Luke 10:37) was his second hit.  Chagrined, he thought, 
the third time is a charm! It wasn't. It read: ‘What thou doest, do quickly!’ (John 13:27).   
Few of us are as off-base as that man, [yet this is part of the problem as it existed in Corinth. The 
apostle Paul was being taken out of context].”1 
 
“Julian Beever is known all over the world for his pavement drawings, more especially his 3D 
illusions, drawn in a special distortion to create an impression of 3D when seen from one 
particular viewpoint. In order to appear really 3 dimensional however, they need to be viewed 
either through a camera (which I have set up on a tripod for people to look through) or on a 
mobile phone, ipad or other screen. They do not look 3D to the naked eye.”2 
 
“Julian Beever is an artist who creates amazing 3D sidewalk drawings that appear to jump out 
from the pavement when photographed in forced perspective. Because he works in chalk on 
public walkways these amazing works of art only last for a few days at most. Luckily they live 
on forever in the photos below.”3 
 
Those who would attack the apostle Paul and Paul’s comment and defense of himself is all a 
matter of perspective. No one likes to be taken out of context or misrepresented. It is always 
troubling to defend oneself against misrepresentation especially when in front of those who 
would seek your demise.  
 
One of the charges raised against Paul is that his physical appearance was frail. Paul notes how 
looks or appearances do not tell the entire story. Yes, Paul has authority to do what he did among 
the Corinthians. Moreover, this authority comes from God. Paul’s sole basis for boasting is 
found only in the Lord whom approved or commended Paul for the task at hand. 
 
Objectives in Studying this Chapter 
1) To understand the nature of the war in which we are engaged, and to appreciate the weapons 
we have that are "mighty in God" 
2) To see the folly of judging others by outward appearance, and in comparing ourselves with 
others4 
 
“2 Corinthians 10:1-18 . He vindicates his apostolic authority against those who depreciated him 
for his personal appearance. He will make his power felt when he comes. He boasts not, as they, 
beyond his measure.”5 
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Introduction:  
 
“A little historical footnote before we start this chapter: Scholars think that 2 Corinthians is 
actually made up of two letters. The first one was chapters 1-9. The second one begins here. 
You'll probably notice the weird tone shift. Just a sentence ago, Paul was praising the 
Corinthians for their generosity and asking them for money, and now he's reaming them out. 
No one is going to empty their pocketbooks after this stuff.”6 
 
The chapter clearly points out the charges raised by the false teachers against the apostle Paul. 
Paul does not mince his words. His clarity is notable. 
 
“A family were driving through the country lanes enjoying a day out; Dad was driving and 

looking for a particular country park. As he drove the lanes started to become more windy and 

narrower; And as they drove down one of these lanes they saw a sign, It read, ‘Naturist site 

ahead’ Now dad had a problem, the lane was too narrow to turn around; And he did not want 

his children to see things that they should not be seeing. Unable to turn round and unable to 

reverse back along the windy lane; The car carried on forward. Then suddenly it happened! Out 

of nowhere appeared 4 adults on bikes all naked; Before Dad could call out; ‘Don’t look kids!’ 

One of his young children beat him to it and called out; ‘Dad look! Those people are not wearing 

cycle helmets!'”7 

 

TRANSITION: Now that’s what I call being focused; despite all the distractions those kids were 

focused on one thing! In this chapter we will see that the apostle Paul stayed focused; despite 

the distractions! Those distractions came in the form of the Apostle Paul’s opponents; one of the 

themes found in this second letter to the Corinthians; is the apostle Paul having to defend his 

apostleship.  

In fact in the next three chapters (10 to 13); we will see that the apostle Paul is having to defend 

his apostolic office. Since the apostle Paul left this Church in Corinth to go on his third 

missionary journey; other people had joined the Church. These others had never met the apostle 

Paul and so had no loyalty to him. They also came into the Church with their own agenda (false 

ideas); they were mixing the old way (Judaism) with the new way (the Gospel of Christ). So they 

were altering the message of the gospel from faith alone in Jesus Christ; to faith in Jesus plus 

works; those works taught that a person had to adhere to certain Jewish laws and rituals. If they 

wanted to be truly saved. Now as soon as you add anything to the gospel, it is no longer the 

gospel! The gospel is complete in itself! It cannot be improved. That is why it is ‘the Gospel’ 

(‘Good News’). Because it does not rest on us it depends on Christ!8 

 
“I was wondering this week what would be the reaction here in [WBC], if, this [winter] while I 
was away on vacation, some visiting speaker came in and began to suggest to this congregation 
that I was a religious phony, that I had been teaching you false doctrine all of these [14] years, 
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that I have introduced some rather strange and unbiblical ideas into the congregation, and that 
I was out to feather my own nest. Some of you would say, ‘We knew that all along! We're just 
surprised to hear you admit it like that!’ Others, perhaps, would say, ‘Let's give him a chance, 
at least, to answer these charges.’ Hopefully, some of you might say, ‘Well, let's check the 
Scriptures and see if they're true.’ That would be but a faint picture of the situation that existed 
in Corinth when Paul wrote this Second Corinthian letter.”9 
 
“A young man was just promoted to an junior executive position and was very proud about 
getting this new position.  He now had his own new office, a nice desk, and his name on the 
door.  On his first day on the job a man came into his office so trying to look impressive the 
young executive quickly picked up the telephone and acted like he was in an important 
conversation while he gestured to the man to have a seat until he was finished.   After 
pretending to make a ‘big – deal’ over the phone he hung up and looked at the man - patiently 
waiting for him.   ‘Sorry about the wait, but I'm just so busy, now how can I help you?’  To 
which the man replied, “Oh, that's ok, I'm just hear to - hook up your telephone.”10 
 

“One of the most difficult lessons Jesus' disciples had to learn was that in the kingdom of God, 
position and power are not evidence of authority.  Jesus warned His followers not to pattern 
their leadership after that of the Gentiles who ‘lorded over others’ and not to act 
important.   The example believers follow is that of Jesus himself who came as a servant and 
ministered to others, rather than having others wait on him.  The Apostle Paul followed that 
same example. In our continuing studies of 2 Corinthians we find Paul had been fighting for the 
ministry that God had given him among the Corinthians.  There were some in Corinth who 
questioned his authority, they boasted about how spiritual they were, and they belittled Paul as 
‘not a true apostle.’   Well in the text we will consider today, we find Paul giving a defense of 
his ministry and more than that giving us, a foundation of how to measure true ministry from 
the Lord.   So let’s read our text as we consider, true ministry.”11 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

1. The Nature of our Warfare – not of the flesh (vv. 1-6) 
2. The Nature of our Authority – not for destroying you (vv. 7-11) 
3. The Nature of our Comparison – not boasting beyond our measure (vv. 12-18) 

 

The true nature of the Christian ministry (vv. 1-6) 
The inability to accurately assess other people (vv. 7-18) 
 

Pastor John MacArthur preached four sermons on verses 7-18 on “How to Recognize a Man of 
God.” 
Pastor Ray C. Stedman titled this passage (vv. 7-18), “How to Spot a Phony.” 
 

Let us begin at the end (vv. 17, 18) 
 

The bottom of this text (chap. 10) provides Paul’s intent.  
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Theme: Only Jesus can do in us and through us to those around us spiritual ministry. 
 

Source of Paul’s Authority (vv. 1-6) 
Reality of Paul’s Authority (vv. 7-11) 
Paul has authority, but it is to build up and not tear down. 
Limits of Paul’s Authority (vv. 12-18) 
It is unwise to compare oneself against anyone. Only God can accurately judge anyone. 
 

Outline: 
 

I. The Nature of our Warfare – not after the flesh (vv. 1-6) 
II. The Nature of our Authority – not for destroying you (vv. 7-11) 

 

• 7 You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If anyone is confident in himself that 
he is Christ's, let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is Christ's, so also 
are we.  

o 8 For [gar] even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord 
gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,  

o 9 for [hina] I do not wish to seem as if I would terrify you by my letters.  
o 10 For [hoti] they say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence 
is unimpressive and his speech contemptible."  

� 11 Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when 
absent, such persons we are also in deed when present. 

 

What drove the apostle to do what he did? The false teachers appear to glory in their status and 
used themselves as a means of measuring the effectiveness of their “work.” It is the gospel 
driving Paul.  Paul boasted only in the Lord and only need the Lord’s commendation. 
 

The word “commend” occurs in 15 verses. Of those 15, 8 are in 2 Corinthians. It carries the idea 
of approval or authorizing.  
 

• “Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, 
or letters of commendation from you?” (2 Cor. 3:1). 
 

• “But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God” {dishonesty: Gr. shame} (2 Cor. 4:2). 
 

• “For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may 
have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart” {in appearance: Gr. in the 
face} (2 Cor. 5:12). 
 

• “But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses” {approving: Gr. commending} (2 Cor. 6:4). 
 

• “For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, 
yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, 
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter” (2 Cor. 
7:11). 
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• “For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend 
themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, 
are not wise” {are...: or, understand it not} (2 Cor. 10:12). 
 

• “For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth” (2 Cor. 10:18). 
 

• “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for 
in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing” (2 Cor. 12:11). 

 

In verse 8, Paul uses the word “boast.” This word [kauchaomai] occurs in 33 verses in our NT. 
Of those 33 occurrences, 17 are found in 2 Corinthians. Because of the preponderance of 
occurrences, we would be safe in assuming there is this tension running through 2 Corinthians. 
The “issue” appears resolved in 10:17, 18. In whom or what does one boast? 
 
Paul’s adversaries are boasting in themselves, whereas Paul boasts only in the Lord (v. 17). They 
likewise commend themselves by themselves whereas Paul sees only the Lord’s commendation 
(v. 18). This is an issue in 2 Corinthians and that of our present chapter (10). The thought of 
“boasting” or “glorying” is that of lifting up. When one boasts of oneself, he are lifting up self. 
When one boasts of/in the Lord, he is lifting up the Lord. Boasting is to make much of someone 
or something. Staying what is true objectively is not necessarily boasting. If what one says 
although true is to vault oneself over someone else, then it is negative. Paul puts himself “above” 
the super apostles. His intent, however, is to make much of the Lord and His Church. 
 

• “For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may 
have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart” {in appearance: Gr. in the face} 
(2 Cor. 5:12). 
 

• “For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed; but as we spake all things to you in truth, 
even so our boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth” (2 Cor. 7:14). 
 

• “For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was 
ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many” (2 Cor. 9:2). 
 

• “For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and 
not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed” (2 Cor. 10:8). 
 

• “But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath 
distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you” {rule: or, line} (2 Cor. 10:13). 
 

• “Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith 
is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly” {enlarged...: or, magnified in 
you} (2 Cor. 10:15). 
 

• “To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready 
to our hand” {line: or, rule} (2 Cor. 10:16). 
 

• “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17). 
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• “But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they 
glory, they may be found even as we” (2 Cor. 11:12). 
 

• “I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little” 
{receive: or, suffer} (2 Cor. 11:16). 
 

• “Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also” (2 Cor. 11:18). 
 

• “If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 11:30). 
 

• “It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord” {I will come: 
Gr. For I will come} (2 Cor. 12:1). 
 

• “Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 12:5). 
 

• “For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man 
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me” (2 Cor. 12:6). 
 

• “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 
 

• “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in 
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing” (2 Cor. 12:11). 

 
These two words [commend / boast] overlap. If I am going to boast in myself through a 
commendation of myself, I am failing.  
 
Recognizing one’s standing before God and gifting from God is not intrinsically arrogant or 
prideful. For God to say, “I am the greatest,” is humble. Humility is recognizing who we are in 
light of who He is and who we are together as a community of faith. For Paul to acknowledge 
his authority from the Lord is not arrogance. Arrogance would be him lording it over the church 
(1 Peter 5:1). Humility is he recognizing his authority is for the building up of and not the tearing 
down of the church. 
 
God approved Paul to take the gospel to the Gentile world. Romans 15:20 echoes a thought in 
verses 13-16. Paul’s commendation from the Lord was to the Corinthians, then through the 
Corinthians to the regions beyond.  
 
Whatever accusation they are saying of Paul will be corrected when he comes (v. 11).  
 
III. The Nature of our Measurement – not boasting beyond our measure (vv. 12-18) 

 

• 12 For [gar] we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who 
commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. 13 But we will not boast 
beyond our measure, but within the measure of the sphere which God apportioned to us 
as a measure, to reach even as far as you.  
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o 14 For [gar] we are not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for 
we were the first to come even as far as you in the gospel of Christ;  

� 15 not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with 
the hope that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged 
even more by you,  

• 16 so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not 
to boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of another. 17 

But [de] HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE LORD.  
o 18 For [gar] it is not he who commends himself that is 
approved, but he whom the Lord commends. 

 
It is virtually impossible to defend oneself without exposing oneself to the charge of self-
commendation. Paul's opponents in Corinth made the former necessary, and then accused him 
of the latter. 
 
Herein lies the fallacy of the false teachers. In verse 12, Paul is being openly sarcastic. He says, 
"These people set up their own conduct as a standard of excellence and then find their 
conformity to it eminently satisfying and reassuring. These people are charter members of their 
own mutual admiration society!" Paul will, in fact, classify and compare himself with these 
intruders later on (11:21-12:13). But he will do it in a radically different and surprising way. He 
will point to his superiority in ministry through a display of weakness.  
 
The "measure" apportioned to Paul is most likely a reference to his commission from God to 
take the gospel to the Gentiles (Gal. 1:16; 2:7-10) as well as a reference to the "missionary council" 
held in Jerusalem at which it was agreed Paul would go to the Gentiles and Peter to the Jews. 
See Rom. 15:17-20. 
 
(vv. 13-16) Paul does not measure the “success” of his ministry against himself, but against the 
Church as it exists in Corinth.  
 
“Two principles of Paul’s missionary strategy are enunciated here: to use established churches 
as a base for further advancing the gospel, and to preach Christ in regions hitherto 
unevangelized. Paul also implies that a healthy church will be a sending church, one whose 
growing faith inevitably involves a desire to see Christ’s kingdom expand.”12 
 
The means of measuring our existence (vv. 17, 18). 
 
In whom or what do we boast? – JESUS! (v. 17) 
 The false teachers were boasting in themselves. 
Whose commendation really matters? – JESUS! (v. 18) 
 The false teachers were commending themselves. 
 
The proper sphere of Christian boasting in vv. 17-18 quotes from Jeremiah 9:23, 24.  
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"Let us therefore, leaving off all other things, aim exclusively at this --- that we may be approved 
by God and may be satisfied to have His approbation alone, as it justly ought to be regarded by 
us as of more value than all the applauses of the whole world" (Calvin, 138). 
 
You and I can boast, “But don’t expect it to look like what you imagined. ‘In the Lord,’ after all, 
everything has been turned upside down and inside out. That’s what must happen to boasting 
as well.”13 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
THEREFORE,  
1. Be careful how you judge others (vv. 7-11) 
2. Be careful how you measure others (vv. 12, 13) 
3. Be careful how you boast about yourself (vv. 14-18) 
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