
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: October 9, 2016 
Title:  “More than meets the Eye” - God’s Work of Transformation – The Christian’s Identity 
Text:  2 Corinthians 5:12-17 
Theme: God is already bringing the future into the present. Who we now are is swallowed up 

in who Christ is (vv. 12-15). 
 
Introduction:  
 
“The gist of this text is the effect of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That act of God 
has changed everything for all times, and God’s act has changed us. We are no longer the same. 
Our perspective on others is different. The one we knew as flesh and blood – Jesus Christ – has 
broken through the finitude of human existence and done something wholly new. Our 
experience with the Christ has irrevocably altered our raison d’etre.”1 
 

“The premise behind the Transformers toy line is that an individual toy's parts can be shifted 
about to change it from a vehicle, a device, or an animal, to a robot action figure and back again. 
The taglines ‘More Than Meets The Eye’ and ‘Robots In Disguise’ reflect this ability.”2 
 

In ways we struggle to comprehend, God has so changed who we are in our standing before 
Him, that we are no longer what we once were. Every time we look at another believer, there is 
“more than meets the eye.” 
 

“London businessman Lindsay Clegg told the story of a warehouse property he was selling. The 
building had been empty for months and needed repairs.  Vandals had damaged the doors, 
smashed the windows, and strewn trash around the interior.  As he showed a prospective 
buyer the property, Clegg took pains to say that he would replace the broken windows, bring 
in a crew to correct any structural damage, and clean out the garbage.  ‘Forget about the 
repairs,’ the buyer said. ‘When I buy this place, I’m going to build something completely 
different. I don’t want the building; I want the site.’  Compared with the renovation God has in 
mind, our efforts to improve our own lives are as trivial as sweeping a warehouse.”3 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

By way of overview, let us remember the larger context for our immediate text. 
 

Chapter 5 
• God’s work of preparation – The Christian’s Destiny (vv. 1-11). 
• God’s work of transformation – The Christian’s Identity (vv. 12-17). 
• God’s work of reconciliation – The Christian’s Ministry (vv. 18-21).  

 

Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Desire (vv. 12, 13) 
 

• 12 “We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that 
you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you” (2 Cor. 5:12, 13). 
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Paul’s desire is for them. His service rendered is for God and His Church. He is accused of losing 
his mind and thus he provides for the church family a response/answer to his critics.  
 
“St. Paul probably speaks here concerning the false apostle, who had been dividing the Church 
and endeavoring to raise a party to himself, by vilifying both the apostle and his doctrine.”4 
 
“The way Paul has constructed this sentence (in Greek) indicates he is responding to an 
accusation. Paul’s unusual word for being out of his mind (existemi) is found in popular 
rhetorical handbooks to describe an orator who fails to persuade because of his unpolished 
delivery. Paul knows, as the Corinthians do not, that when form dominates over content, the 
result is misplaced faith.”5 
 
Paul references such thinking when he makes the following comment, “Holding to a form of 
godliness, although they have denied its power.” 
 

• 1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; 
Avoid such men as these. 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak 
women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:1-7). 

 
For decades, I have determined to be swayed by truth and not form and/or emotion. Right style 
with wrong content is dangerous. 
 
“There’s hardly anything more painful and disheartening than being misunderstood. I can’t 
begin to imagine what Jesus must have felt each time the religious leaders twisted his words 
into something he never intended or misinterpreted his motives or impugned his character, 
attributing to him ideas or aims foreign to his heart. The apostle Paul was another who often 
experienced this kind of misunderstanding. His actions often ran counter to the cultural norms 
of his day, not least of which was his refusal to accept remuneration from any church in which 
he was at that time ministering (although he had every right to be supported by them, as he 
makes clear in 1 Corinthians 9:3-18). Here in 2 Corinthians 5, Paul refers explicitly to being the 
object of this sort of unwarranted misinterpretation. He has acknowledged that he does not 
follow the ways of the false teachers in Corinth who parade their ‘outward appearance’ as 
grounds for boasting (v. 12; would that our Christian leaders and TV personalities might hear 
and heed this word!). This inevitably exposed Paul to accusations that he was out of his mind, 
although in the final analysis he couldn’t have cared less what they thought of him.”6 
 
“This is probably designed to meet some of the charges which the false teachers in Corinth 
brought against him, and to furnish his friends there with a ready answer, as well as to show 
them the true principles on which he acted, and his real love for them. It is altogether probable 
that he was charged with being deranged; that many who boasted themselves of prudence, and 
soberness, and wisdom, regarded him as acting like a madman.”7 
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II. Paul’s Motive (vv. 14, 15) 

 
• 14 “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and 

He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose 
again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14, 15). 

 
Paul is constrained by the love of Jesus Christ. Paul is pushed forward by the gospel. 
 
“The gospel is not just a mechanism for getting people saved. It is the announcement of a love 
that has changed the world, a love that therefore takes the people who find themselves loved 
like this and sends them off to live and work in a totally new way.”8 
 
“The phrase ἡ ἀγά̟η τοῦ Χριστοῦ (Jh agaph tou Cristou, ‘the love of Christ’) could be translated 
as either objective genitive (‘our love for Christ’) or subjective genitive (‘Christ’s love for us’). 
Either is grammatically possible, but with the reference to Christ’s death for all in the following 
clauses, a subjective genitive (‘Christ’s love for us’) is more likely.”9 
 
We concur. Because of what follows, the sense must be HIS LOVE FOR US. 
 

• The love of Christ is Christ's love for Paul (and us), not his (our) love for Christ. 

• The word control or constrain literally means “hemmed in”; hence, “I'm on a road on 
which I can't veer left or right, nor can I retreat. I'm pushed forward by the transforming 
power of knowing that Jesus loves/likes me!”10 

 
“This word (sunecw) properly means, to hold together, to press together, to shut up; then to 
press on, urge, impel, or excite.”11 
 
“So here Paul's conception of Christ's love for him holds him together to his task whatever men 
think or say.”12 
 
“What gets you going in the morning? Aside from an alarm clock and the prospect of being 
fired from your job should you choose to remain in bed, what energizes you to face each day? 
How do you account for your decision to press on in life when there seem to be so many reasons 
to quit? Do you find yourself coerced by an external force, perhaps a threat, a promise, or the 
hope of winning the lottery (that’s not an endorsement to purchase a ticket)? Is your life defined 
by the expectations of others or the fear of what may befall you should you choose to renege on 
your obligations? The apostle Paul was a driven man, a man with seemingly endless energy, a 
man who gave every appearance to those who knew him of being impelled by an unseen power. 
How else do we explain his life, especially as it is portrayed in the book of 2 Corinthians? I ask 
this question today in view of Paul’s own explicit word of testimony concerning the driving 
force of his daily existence.”13 
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1. The nature of Christ's death: He died for us 
 
“Plainly, if Paul's conclusion is to be drawn, the 'for' must reach deeper than this mere 
suggestion of our advantage: if we all died, in that Christ died for us, there must be a sense in 
which that death of His is ours; He must be identified with us in it; there, on the cross, while we 
stand and gaze at Him, He is not simply a person doing us a service; He is a person doing us a 
service by filling our place and dying our death!”14  
 
The death Jesus died is sufficient to save everyone, but is efficient only in those who believe. 
God’s design is to save His people from their sins. This has to involve the doctrine of election. If 
we would take time, we would see that God being who He is and we being who we are, must 
be saved by Him. 
 

2. The purpose of Christ's death: we live for Him 
 
I disagree with the following observation as it relates to God’s relationship / role to me as a 
Christian: 
 

Note: There are two motives for ministry in these verses: the fear of Christ (ours toward 
Him) and the love of Christ (His toward us). “The one relates to Jesus' role as Judge, the 
other to his role as Savior. The 'fear of the Lord' is not cringing terror, but profound, awe-
filled respect for the Lord as Judge; the 'love of Christ' is no sentimental thing, but his 
unconditional burden for those lost from God that he expressed in his gift of himself in 
sacrificial death for them (see Gal. 2:20). The love of the Savior who is also the Judge is 
both profound and serious.”15 

 
This text speaks to the ‘CAUSE AND EFFECT’ of the gospel. The JESUS SEED always produces 
GOSPEL FRUIT. Our justification is always linked to our sanctification. There is no such thing 
as a professing believer who is not AN INSTRUMENT OF / A SLAVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 
Those for whom He died will live for HIM. What this means in real time is noted in verses 16 
and 17. 
 
As was pointed out in our study of 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, there is no ledger needing to be 
balanced by us. Jesus, in His person and work, balances the ledger. Everything is done. Nothing 
more can be added. Our activity is the outworking of the JESUS SEED. The language of 
righteousness in verses 18-21 speaks of God’s apartness. The righteousness of God sets Him 
apart from us [His Creation]. There is nothing we can do to merit, achieve, or attain this level of 
righteousness. Without it, no one can see Him. It is for this reason God imputes His 
righteousness to us. Only because of this imputed righteousness are we able to enter into His 
presence with joy. It is His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:18-21) that changes our identity (2 Cor. 5:17).  
 
“The idea evidently is, not that he ought to be a new creature, but that he is in fact; not that he 
ought to live as becomes a new creature--which is true enough--but that he will in fact live in 
that way, and manifest the characteristics of the new creation.”16 
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III. Paul’s Change (vv. 16, 17) 
 

• 16 “Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ 
according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:16, 17). 

 
“When a new world is born, a new way of living goes with it. This is true in so many stages of 
life. It is true when a couple have their first baby; a whole new chapter has opened in their lives, 
and nothing will be the same again. They have new responsibilities; everywhere they go, they 
see things with new eyes. It is true when people who have lived in a small and badly equipped 
house move into a large and well-appointed one. And it is true when people move from one 
country to another. A new language needs to be learnt. New laws apply. If you speak the old 
language, and live by the old laws, you won’t fit in. you won’t know what’s happening.”17 
 

A. The Revelation - Therefore, we recognize no one according to the flesh (v. 16) 
 
“In view of the fact that the Lord Jesus died for all men, and rose again. The effect of that has 
been to change all our feelings, and to give us entirely new views of men, of ourselves, and of 
the Messiah, so that we have become new creatures.”18 
 
“But what are the implications of his atoning work for how we relate to other people? What are 
the horizontal effects of what he achieved at Calvary? Does the cross have any meaningful 
influence on how we think of others and how we relate to them?”19 
 

• “The phrase, ‘according to the flesh’, means ‘by the world's standards: race, socio-
economic position, education, title, gender, etc.’ The only thing of importance to Paul 
is whether one is ‘in Christ’ (and thus a new creation) or ‘not in Christ.’”20 

 
We now see all of humanity in one of two ways. One is either IN ADAM [thus condemned] or 
IN CHRIST [thus justified]. It is not a matter of ethnicity, gender, or status. 
 
“The invasion of the new age into the old has created a new way of knowing.  To regard in a 
human way is to see all the limitations and boundaries of human existence.  To see from the 
perspective of new creation, though, is to see neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, slave nor 
free -- but to see one's identity in Christ (Galatians 3:28).  This perspective causes Paul to risk 
life and limb to bring God's good news to all nations.”21 
 

B. The Transformation - Therefore, we are in a new creation (v. 17) 
 
“In the Greek language he was using, he said it even more briefly: ‘If anyone in Messiah, new 
creation!’”22 
 
“The apocalyptic visionaries spoke of a ‘new creation’ in which Gentile oppression would end 
and Israel herself would finally be vindicated over the nations.”23 
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The already/not yet has begun! 
 
“The ‘new birth’ or being ‘born again’ does not mean merely the mending of one's ways, the 
changing of bad habits, embracing a new list of do's and don'ts. It refers to a radical, pervasive 
spiritual re-creation of the inner being.”24 
 
“Depicting conversion as a dramatic new creation underscores a complete and irrevocable break 
with the past, and so is an ideal expression to apply to converts from a pagan environment like 
Corinth. Paul’s point is to remind the Corinthians who they are in Christ: a renewed humanity, 
already being transformed into the image of Christ through the Spirit (3:17-18).”25 
 
Not only are we new creatures, but we are in a new creation [the Church, His Body]. 
 
“Although he doesn’t use the terminology of being ‘born again’, he surely has in view the same 
concept as Jesus (John 3:3-8) and Peter (1 Peter 1:23) and John (1 John 2:29; 3:9; 5:1) when he 
speaks of a ‘new creation’ for those who are ‘in Christ’ (2 Cor. 5:17). There is a strong likelihood 
that Paul's language here of a ‘new creation’ is also an allusion to the ‘new heaven and new 
earth’ of Revelation 21-22. If so, his point would be that our experience of the new birth is a 
personal prelude to the corporate and cosmic dimensions of the new creation that will come 
when Christ does. Simply put, the glory of the age to come has impinged upon or broken into 
the present. We are re-born microcosms of the eschatological macrocosm!”26 
 
“What are the ‘old things’ that ‘passed away’ when we were born again? Among other things, 
he would include godless, selfish living, ‘according to the flesh’ living, enmity against God, 
hardened minds, calloused hearts of unbelief, etc. The ‘new things’ that have come include 
justification, new life, forgiveness, adoption, hope, joy, wisdom, knowledge of God, etc.”27 
 
“The phrase, to ‘be in Christ,’ evidently means to be united to Christ by faith; or to be in him as 
the branch is in the vine--that is, so united to the vine, or so in it, as to derive all its nourishment 
and support from it, and to be sustained entirely by it. Joh 15:2, ‘Every branch in me;’ Joh 15:4, 
‘Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me.’”28 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“Paul’s point here is that Christ’s love for sinners, the walking dead, compels him in his ministry 

to all kinds of people. He doesn’t focus on where people are at the moment he meets them, but 

on where Christ in his love wants to take them. That’s what Paul means when he claims that he 

doesn’t look at people from a worldly point of view anymore. He doesn’t see Jew or Gentile, 

slave or free, rich or poor, male or female, Republican or Democrat, Sunni or Shiite, good or bad, 

Christian or non-Christian. He sees people who through Jesus can become a new creation. He is 

motivated not by the kind of partisan spirit that divides humanity into a billion warring factions, 
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but by the love of Christ that can make a new creation. In fact, Christ has already done that. “If 

anyone is in Christ, he/she is a new creation. The old has gone; the new has come!”29 

The Story of a Son - author unknown 
A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their 
collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works 
of art.  
When the Viet Nam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died 
in battle while rescuing another soldier.  
The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son.  
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door.  A young man stood 
at the door with a large package in his hands.  
He said, "Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved 
many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and 
he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art.  
The young man held out his package. "I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I 
think your son would have wanted you to have this."  
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared 
in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father 
was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears.  
He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. "Oh, no sir, I could never 
repay what your son did for me. It's a gift."  
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them 
to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had 
collected.  
The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many 
influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity 
to purchase one for their collection.  On the platform sat the painting of the son.  
The auctioneer pounded his gavel. "We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who 
will bid for this picture?"  
There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, "We want to see the famous 
paintings. Skip this one."  
But the auctioneer persisted, "Will someone bid for this painting? Who will start the bidding? 
$100, $200?"  
Another voice shouted angrily, "We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van 
Goghs, the Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!  "But still the auctioneer continued, "The son! 
The son! Who'll take the son?"  
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man 
and his son. "I'll give $10 for the painting." Being a poor man, it was all he could afford.  
"We have $10, who will bid $20?" "Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters." "$10 is the bid, 
won't someone bid $20?" The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the picture of the 
son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded 
the gavel.  "Going once, twice, SOLD for $10! 
A man sitting on the second row shouted, "Now let's get on with the collection!" The auctioneer 
laid down his gavel, "I'm sorry, the auction is over."  
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"What about the paintings?"  
"I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the 
will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son 
would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including 
the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!"  
 
God gave his Son 2,000 years ago to die on a cruel cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message 
today is, "The Son, the Son, who'll take the Son?" Because you see, whoever takes the Son gets 
everything. 
Week after week, year after year, we gather together and look at the picture of the Son. Some 

come and leave because they want something or someone else. Friend, take the Son and in taking 

Him you get everything else. Do not lust after lesser things. Jesus is enough in this life and in 

the life to come. 
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