
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 4, 2016 
Title:  “The AROMA of Christ” 
Text:  2 Corinthians 2:12-17 
Theme: The gospel forms Paul’s foundation and structure for life and ministry. 
 
Introduction:  
“The word of God is broad in its outlook. It deals with many areas of life. Some matters it does 
not address. It is not, for example, a technological manual, nor was it intended to be, whether in 
ancient times or modern. It doesn’t tell how to make sandals or oxcarts or how to make 
basketball shoes or electric cars. Instead, the scriptures tell us about life, reality, God, and our 
relationship to him“1 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“This is what is properly called the "victorious Christian life." You hear a lot about that today, 
and much of it is unbiblical, in my judgment. There are strange ideas of what the "victorious 
life" consists of: (1) Some people see it as a kind of a Disneyland. Many of you have had the 
experience of going through the Pirates of the Caribbean in Disneyland when you get aboard a 
boat and go through a tunnel. Immediately you are assaulted by enemies; strange figures leap 
out of the darkness at you, brandishing huge knives and swords; pistols are discharged right in 
your face, cannons fire and cannonballs splash on either side of your boat, and it looks like your 
life is in horrible danger. But you sit there, quietly unmoved, because you know that you are 
going to be led safely through all this, and nothing is ever going to get to you. There are a lot of 
people who have that view of the Christian life. They think, because they are Christians, because 
they happen to now be a child of God, a son of the King, they are going to be protected and kept 
from every single pressure and danger of life, and nothing is ever going to get to them. And they 
quote many verses to support that view. Well, if that is the view of the "victorious life," then I 
want you to know that Paul did not know anything about it, because he went through terrible 
testings and great times of pressure. He will describe them for us in this very letter. They are 
unbelievable in their intensity and in their power to wrack and ruin in his life. Yet he could cry 
out with great confidence and a triumphant spirit that rings throughout this whole passage, 
because he knew, according to the great principle which he had learned through much pain and 
anguish, that God was carrying out his purposes through the very weakness he was going 
through. (2) Some people see the "victorious life" as a kind of a constant, visible 

demonstration of tremendous power so that no obstacle can stand in their way. They see it 
much like General Sherman slashing his way across the south during the Civil War, smashing 
all obstacles in his path, visibly triumphant all the way to the Atlantic [Cf. THE 

INTELLECTUAL DEVOTIONAL]. They expect that. They expect to "feel" powerful, and to see 
the power of God let loose in such triumphant ways that all the obstacles are visibly crushed. 
But again, if that is what it is, Paul did not know anything about it. If we can judge from his life, 
instead, the "victorious Christian life" is a feeling of weakness, with only brief glimpses of 
success, seemingly going from one battle to another, from one conflict to another without 
ceasing, with little sense of personal triumph at the moment. And yet that triumph is happening, 
and that is what Paul is singing about here. His life was making powerful impact.”2 
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Outline: 
 
I. Paul’s conflict of soul (vv. 12, 13). 

 
A. His Plans (“Troas / Macedonia”) 

 
“Rather than fickle, as the Corinthians have charged, Paul has shown himself willing to adapt 
to their changing situation. He also acted for their benefit and not his own, choosing the course 
of action that spared them the most pain. Now in verses 12-17 Paul concludes his defense of his 
conduct by showing how even his efforts to preach the gospel in Troas were affected by his 
pastoral anxiety for the church. In what at first glance appears to be an abrupt change of topic, 
Paul at verse 12 recounts his travel itinerary subsequent to his return to Ephesus. A closer look, 
however, shows that he is still dealing with the charge of fickleness. When he left Ephesus and 
went to Troas it was not due to some sudden whim but in order to preach the gospel of Christ 
(literally, "for the gospel of Christ"). It is the gospel, not his own personal desires, that determines 
his travel plans. That Paul would plan an evangelistic outreach in the city of Troas is logical 
given its significance. Strabo, a first-century geographer, calls it one of the notable cities of the 
world. Troas was an Aegean seaport town located at the northwest corner of Asia Minor on a 
fifty-mile-wide promontory called the Troad. Founded as Antigonia in 334 B.C., it was renamed 
Alexandria Troas in 300 B.C. in honor of Alexander the Great. Construction of an artificial harbor 
provided for the first time a secure shelter within a few miles of the mouth of the Hellespont 
and led to the city's quick growth and subsequent prosperity (Hemer 1975:79-92).”3 
 
“It is probable that he was waiting there to hear from Corinth by Titus, and while there he 
resolved not to be idle, but to make known as much as possible the gospel.”4 
 
“Paul expected to meet Titus at Troas, to receive the tidings as to the effect of his first Epistle on 
the Corinthian Church; but, disappointed in his expectation there, he passed on to Macedonia, 
where he met him at last (2Co 7:5,6,7) The history (Acts) does not record his passing through 
Troas, in going from Ephesus to Macedonia; but it does in coming from that country (Ac 20:6); 
also, that he had disciples there (Ac 20:7), which accords with the Epistle (2Co 2:12, "a door was 
opened unto me of the Lord").”5 
 
“Paul had been waiting for Titus' return. He left Ephesus and went to Troas where he expected 
Titus to meet him. When he did not find Titus in Troas, he departed hurriedly to Macedonia 
where Titus met Paul. While in the midst of rehearsing this historical situation him gets off the 
track in II Corinthians 2:14 and does not return to it until 7:5 during which he tells us a great 
deal about his ministry as an apostle. From what he tells us, we learn a great deal about what 
our ministries should be like.”6 
 
It appears his unrest contrasts with his victory, thus the relationship between the two. 
 
Throughout this Letter, Paul references his movement and communication with the Corinthians. 
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“After having written the former epistle, and not having heard what effect it had produced on 
your minds; though the Lord had opened me a particular door to preach the Gospel, in which I 
so especially rejoice and glory. I had no rest in my spirit]  I was so concerned for you, through 
the love I bear you, that I was greatly distressed because I did not find Titus returned to give me 
an account of your state. But taking my leave of them] I went thence into Macedonia, expecting 
to find him there; and thither he did come; and gave me a joyous account of your state (Cf. 2 
Cor. 8:6, 7).”7 
 
“I went over where I expected to find Titus, and to learn the state of your affairs. This is one of 
the few instances in which Paul left an inviting field of labor, and where there was a prospect of 
signal success, to go to another place. It is adduced here to show the deep interest which he had 
in the church at Corinth, and his anxiety to learn what was their condition.”8 
 
“He was anxious because he had sent Titus ahead of him to Corinth, to find out the current 
mood, and tell him what sort of reception he might expect. He had thought that Titus would be 
coming back and would meet him at Troas, but he was not there. We have to wait until chapter 
7 verse 5 to pick up the thread of this travel story again, with Titus finally meeting Paul and 
bringing good news.”9 
 

B. His Preaching (“the gospel of Christ”) 
 

C. God’s Providence (“a door was opened to me”) 
 
“When a door was opened unto me (thuras moi aneôigmenês). Genitive absolute with second 
perfect passive participle of anoignumi. Paul used this very metaphor in 1Co 16:9. He will use 
it again in Col 4:3. Here was an open door that he could not enter.”10 
 
“Paul's phrase, "a door was opened for me in the Lord" (v. 12b) points to two truths: (1) the 

passive voice ("door was opened") indicates that God was ultimately responsible for 

providentially orchestrating events that resulted in this gospel opportunity (see Col. 4:3); and 

(2) the perfect tense (lit., "has been opened") indicates that it remained opened; the opportunity 

was continually there. See also 1 Cor. 16:8-9; Col. 4:3; Acts 14:27.”11 

 

D. His Partner (Titus) 
 
“During Paul’s first missionary journey, a young man named Titus heard Paul preach about 
Jesus. Titus was Greek—he had not grown up worshiping the God of the Bible. Titus 
represented all the other non-Jewish people who became Christians and were completely 
accepted by God through their faith in Jesus Christ—like most of us! Titus continued to travel 
with Paul on missionary journeys, helping in the work of sharing the gospel. During the 3 years 
Paul was in Ephesus teaching them about the amazing power of God (third journey), Titus was 
there. Then, Paul sent him to Corinth to alleviate tension there (2 Corinthians 7:6, 13-14) and to 
collect money for the poor (2 Corinthians 8:6, 16, 23). Paul thought of Titus not only as a very 
faithful friend but also as his spiritual son because he had led him to trust Christ.”12 



 

4 

 
“His name does not occur in the Acts; and, elsewhere in the New Testament, it is found only in 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, 2 Timothy and Titus. As Paul calls him "my true child after a common 
faith" (Tit 1:4), it is probable that he was one of the apostle's converts. Paul Refuses to Have Him 
Circumcised (Gal. 2:3-5). Titus was one of Paul's very dear and trusted friends; and the fact that 
he was chosen by the apostle to act as his delegate to Corinth, to transact difficult and delicate 
work in the church there, and that he did this oftener than once, and did it thoroughly and 
successfully, shows that Titus was not merely a good but a most capable man, tactful and 
resourceful and skillful in the handling of men and of affairs.”13 
 

• “I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I went on to 
Macedonia” (2 Cor 2:13). 
 

• “But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus” (2 Cor. 7:6). 
 

• “For this reason we have been comforted. And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the 
joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all” (2 Cor. 7:13). 
 

• “For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to 
you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth” (2 Cor. 7:14). 
 

• “So we urged Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you this 
gracious work as well” (2 Cor. 8:6). 
 

• “But thanks be to God who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in the heart of Titus” (2 Cor. 8:16). 
 

• “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, they are messengers of 
the churches, a glory to Christ” (2 Cor. 8:23). 
 

• “I urged Titus to go, and I sent the brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did 
we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps?” (2 Cor. 12:18). 
 

• “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all. Amen” (2 Cor. 13:14).   <<The second [epistle to the Corinthians was written from Philippi, a city 
of Macedonia, by Titus and Lucas.]>> [KJV] 
 

• “Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also” (Gal. 2:1). 
 

• “But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised” (Gal. 
2:3). 
 

• “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone 
to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia” (2 Tim. 4:10). 
 

• “To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Savior” (Titus 1:4). 
 

• “All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen” (Titus 
3:15).   <<It was written to Titus, ordained the first bishop of the church of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of 
Macedonia.>> [KJV] 
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II. Paul’s confidence in ministry (vv. 14-17). 

 

What is the relationship of verses 12, 13 with verses 14-17? 
 
“There seem to have been several sources of Paul's joy on this occasion. The principal was his 
constant and uniform success in endeavoring to advance the interests of the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. But in particular he rejoiced,  

• because Titus had come to him there, and had removed his distress, compare 2Co 2:13;  

• because he learned from him that his efforts in regard to the church at Corinth had been 
successful, and that they had hearkened to his counsels in his first letter; and,  

• because he was favored with signal success in Macedonia. His being compelled, 
therefore, to remove from Tress and to go to Macedonia had been to him ultimately the 
cause of great joy and consolation. These instances of success Paul regarded as occasions 
of gratitude to God.”14 

 
A. The proclamation of the gospel - v. 1415 

 

1. A triumphal procession 

 

The Greek word translated "triumph" or "triumphal procession" (thriambeuo) is used in the NT 

only here and in Col. 2:15. Most agree that the term refers to the Roman custom in which the 

victorious general leads his conquered captives in triumphal procession, most often times to 

their execution. However, a number of other interpretive suggestions have been made: 

 

The most probable interpretation is the one which recognizes an obvious paradox in Paul's use 

of this metaphor. On the one hand, it is God who leads Paul (and by extension, others who 

likewise preach the gospel as he does) in triumph. Yet, on the other hand, to be led in triumph 

by someone else implies captivity and suffering. Barnett provides this helpful explanation: 

 

"There is paradox here, as implied by the metaphor 'lead [captive] in triumph,' which points at 

the same moment to the victory of a conquering general and the humiliation of his captives 

marching to execution. The metaphor is at the same time triumphal and antitriumphal. It is as 

God leads his servants as prisoners of war in a victory parade that God spreads the knowledge of 

Christ everywhere through them. Whereas in such victory processions the prisoners would be 

dejected and embittered, from this captive's lips comes only thanksgiving to God [v. 14a], his 

captor. Here is restated the power-in-weakness theme (cf. 1:3-11) that pervades the letter. . . . 

[Thus], to be sure, his ministry is marked by suffering, but so far from that disqualifying him as 

a minister, God's leading him in Christ as a suffering servant thereby legitimates his ministry. 

Christ's humiliation in crucifixion is reproduced in the life of his servant" (150). 

 

Or, in the words of Witherington, Paul "is not saying that he is being led around in triumph, but 

rather that, like the captives in a triumphal process, he is being treated rudely while in the service 
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of God" (366). Thus Paul asserts that it is precisely in his weakness and suffering as a captive 

slave of Christ Jesus that God receives all the glory as the One who is triumphantly victorious. 

Compare this passage with 1 Cor. 4:9, 

 

"For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we 

have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men." 

 

2. A fragrant aroma 

 

It was also customary for those being led in this procession to disperse incense along the way. 

However, the reference to "aroma" (vv. 14, 16) and "fragrance" (v. 15) probably also points to the 

OT sacrifice and the odor of the smoke that ascended to heaven, in which God took unique 

pleasure. Thus Paul portrays his proclamation of the gospel of Christ as a strong fragrance, 

"unseen but yet powerful, impinging on all who encounter Paul in his sufferings as he preaches 

Christ wherever he goes. In the victory parade metaphor of this verse, the apostle is God's 

captive, whom God leads about spreading the knowledge of Christ --- incense-like --- by means 

of the proclamation of Christ" (Barnett, 152). Or again, "as God drags Paul around as his slave, 

the knowledge of Christ emanates from Paul wherever he goes" (Witherington, 366). 

 

Observe Paul's imagery: knowing Jesus is like a sweet aroma! There is a spiritual and emotional 

pleasure in knowing Jesus that can best be compared to the physical delight we experience when 

our nostrils are filled with the fragrance of the choicest of perfumes or the soothing aroma of 

our favorite food. Simply put, knowing Jesus smells good! 

 

B. The product of the gospel - vv. 15-16 

 

Note well that it is Paul himself (or, for that matter, anyone who proclaims Christ as he does), 

perhaps in his sufferings in particular, who is the fragrance that pleases God. Those who hear 

this message are divided into two, and only two, groups: "those who are being saved" and "those 

who are perishing" (see 1 Cor. 1:18). The message of Christ that Paul proclaims is itself 

responsible for dividing the hearers in this way. Neutrality is not an option. To the one, Paul's 

message is "an alluring perfume, a spiritual oxygen that breathes life into their souls; to the other 

a stench in their nostrils, a spiritual cyanide that suffocates and poisons them to death" 

(Clements, 53). 

 

In verse 15, both actions are present passive participles. Those who have life are being saved. 

And those who have death are being destroyed. The word for perish is destroyed. 

 

1. A sweet-smelling fragrance of life to the saved 

 

• The intrinsic nature of the gospel desires for the spiritual health and maturity of Christ’s 
followers. When Paul speaks of his lack of rest at Troas, we must remember the context 
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of his remarks. He was not feeling sad because his buddy Titus was not around to 
fellowship with. No, he was concerned about the spiritual condition of the Corinthian 
believers and waiting for Titus’ report about them. When Titus was not there to give it, 
he felt restless about their spiritual condition.  

• We must remember the whole task of the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20). Our mission 
is not merely to evangelize in a popular sense, so that we can put another notch in our 
spiritual revolvers. Instead, our mission is to make disciples, gathering them under a 
biblical structure, with a biblical practice, and mission. 

 

2. A poisonous fume of death to the lost 

 

Note well: the preacher (whether Paul or you) is a fragrance to God, i.e., pleases God, simply for 

being faithful to proclaim Christ Jesus. We are a fragrance to God even when our message is 

rejected. Whether our efforts lead to "life" or "death", we remain "a fragrance of Christ to God" 

(v. 15a). We have succeeded when we preach Jesus truly and biblically. It is not our responsibility 

to convert our hearers. Our success, ultimately, is not measured by the number of our converts, 

or the proportion of saved to lost, but by the integrity and faithfulness with which we preach.  

 

Paul's question, "who is adequate for these things," contrary to what you may think, calls for a 

positive response on his part: "We are!" Paul is preparing to contrast himself with his opponents 

who took pride in their personal power and triumphant style of ministry. Unlike them, Paul will 

say, my ministry originates with God (2:17) and I am made adequate for it by God (3:6). 

 

C. The peddlers of the gospel - v. 17 

 

How can Paul imply here and assert later (3:6) that he is adequate to carry out this ministry and 

his opponents are not? Note his contrast: they peddle the gospel, I don't. 

 

The word translated "peddling" (kapeleuo) is found only here in the NT and nowhere in LXX. 

The related noun form (kapelos) was virtually synonymous with the idea of a "merchant" who 

regularly cheated his customers by misrepresenting his product in order to increase his profit. 

Thus the idea is of someone who tampers with the gospel, perhaps eliminating (or at least 

minimizing) its offensive elements, or altering certain theological points, so that the finished 

"product" will be more appealing to the audience. Their aim is obviously to gain as large a 

following as possible. 

 

Paul's preaching, on the other hand, is characterized by four qualities: 

 

1. He speaks with "sincerity" (i.e., with pure motives; wanting only that 

people would understand the truth; whether or not they choose to believe 

the truth and live, or reject the truth and die, is beyond his control) 
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2. He speaks "as from God" (i.e., what he says originates with God, not 

himself; he didn't make up the gospel; it wasn't his creation; cf. Gal. 1:15-

17) 

 

3. He speaks "in Christ" (i.e., from the spiritual context of his vital, living union 

with/in Christ) 

 

4. He speaks "in the sight of God" (i.e., in God's presence, under his omniscient 

and ever-watchful eye, mindful that every syllable he speaks is known to 

God and that he will give a full account to God for what he speaks in God's 

name). 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Paul was driven by the gospel. It shaped his life and his ministry. This is the power of the 

gospel. The gospel is not capable of ineffectualness nor neutrality. It has power and one 

will have to decide what to do with it. Irrelevance is not an option.  

2. In Christ, we become slaves and instruments of righteousness (Rom. 6:1ff). 

3. As a Christian, there is nothing you can do to stop God’s aroma. If you put lipstick on a 

pig, it is still a pig. AND if a Lamb of God jumps in a pigsty, it is still a Lamb of God. No 

matter how hard you try, you cannot be something you are not. If you are a Christian, 

you are a CHRISTIAN. 

4. In our evangelism of the lost, let us remember it is God who opens and closes 

doors/opportunities. 

5. Finally, not everyone who claims the name of Christian is a Christian. Let us protect the 

gospel, by proclaiming the gospel. 
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