
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 21, 2016 
Title:  What’s in your wallet? - How the GOSPEL shapes Paul’s Ministry 
Text:  2 Cor. 1:12-2:4 
Theme: A wholeness in life only happens when shaped by the gospel. 
 
Introduction:  
“’What's in your wallet?’ is a popular tagline from an advertising campaign for Capital One. 
Capital One is a bank holding company that specializes in credit cards and loans. The tagline is 
most often used in association with the company's credit card products.”1 It is suggested by the 
slogan that if you have Capital One, it is enough; and if not, you are working with something 
less than ideal. 
 
At the end of the day, the question pressing in on us is this, “What’s in your wallet?” Paul asks 
the same question in 13:5 and 6 when he says, “Examine yourself to see whether or not you are 
in the faith.” He will show them in our present text that it is the gospel inside of his wallet and 
it is the gospel controlling his transparency, his itinerary, and his theology. Everything about 
him revolves around this one thing. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

However, Paul writes what he does based on the historical context existing in Corinth. 
 

Have you ever done something simple only to find out rather quickly that it become overly 
complicated and protracted? Much of my D.I.Y. projects are like this. My son David is one of 
those fearless homeowners who will attempt his own plumbing projects. Inevitably, it goes 
poorly. I encourage him to start early and on weekdays. Seldom does he listen. Normally, when 
he does his work I am not aware of it until he has hit the wall. That phone call is inevitable. 
Recently he came to the end of his abilities, he called me, and I began to call all of my plumber 
contacts. The problem was quickly resolved by a professional, but only after my son lost a lot of 
blood, sweat, and tears.  
 
Life, like plumbing, has many unintended consequences. This is where we find the apostle Paul 
and his relationship to the Corinthian Church. Paul began something with the Corinthians, it 
made an ugly turn for the worst, and then he had to do a lot of patchwork. This is that Letter. 
 
Answering the Critics’ Charges: Apologetic/Defense of Apostleship (1:12–7:16) 

 

The Defense of Paul’s Conduct (1:12–2:13) 
 

Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Transparency (1:12-14) 
 
“Pure motives and sincerity of God.”  
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A. He notes his integrity (v. 12). 
 
I always “flinch” when we throw around the word “integrity.” I am not sure “a person of 
integrity” is a title one might give to themselves. The thought behind the word is to be “whole 
and undivided.” Paul’s intent is to show the wholeness of his ministry, his plans to visit, and 
the GOSPEL. For Paul, all three existed without seams. 
 
God’s reasoning is driving him, not his own. The weight and glory of the GOSPEL drove the 
apostle. For them to think he would not come because of personal insecurity cannot be justified 
when placed against the weight of the GOSPEL. This theme occurs throughout his Letter (2:1-5; 
10:10; 11:6). 
 

B. He notes his intent (vv. 13, 14). 
 

Paul desires to bring clarity to the tension in their relationship. Somehow what he anticipated 
would bring resolution, brought more tension. 

 
II. Paul’s Itinerary (1:15-17; 23-2:4) 

 

2:1 – “The chapter division is here obviously wrong, and interrupts the sequence of thought. St. 

Paul continues his explanation. He did not wish to come again, i.e., to make his second visit to 

Corinth, in grief, and if he had carried out his first plan that would have been the almost 

inevitable result. He consulted his own feelings (“for myself”) as well as theirs.”2 

 

2:1 – “The apostle proceeds with his apology, begun in the preceding chapter, for delaying his 

visit to the Corinthians, and signifies that he had deferred it because he had determined with 

himself not to come among them with sorrow, by punishing the guilty, if he could by any means 

avoid it; and therefore, instead of coming to punish them, he had written to them, that he might 

have joy from their repentance: and in excuse for the severity of his first letter, he told them that 

he wrote it in the deepest affliction; not to make them sorry, but to show the greatness of his 

love to them.”3 

 

2:1 – “Paul had promised to come again to visit (see 2 Cor 1:15, 24) but explains here why he had 

changed his plans.”4 

 

Paul references this trip in his Letter to the Romans. His intent is to bring financial relief to the 

believers in Jerusalem. That same idea is undergirding him at this time. 

 

Paul explains why he has not yet come (vv. 15-17; 23-2:4). My intent has been to come to you, 

but my plans have changed. Paul stresses his own resolve by referencing God’s faithfulness in 

fulfilling all of His promises.  
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“The connection in which these words occur is a remarkable illustration of the Apostle’s habit 

of looking at the most trivial things in the light of the highest truths. He had been obliged, as the 

context informs us, to abandon an intended visit to Corinth. The miserable crew of antagonists, 

who yelped at his heels all his life, seized this change of purpose as the occasion for a double-

barreled charge. They said he was either fickle and infirm of purpose, or insincere, and saying 

‘Yea’ with one side of his mouth and ‘Nay’ with the other. He rebuts this accusation with 

apparently quite disproportionate vehemence and great solemnity. He points in the context to 

the faithfulness of God, to the firm Gospel which he had preached, to God’s great ‘Yea!’ as his 

answer. He says in effect, ‘How could I, with such a word burning in my heart, move in a region 

of equivocation and double-dealing; or how could I, whose whole being is saturated with so 

firm and stable a Gospel, be unreliable and fickle? The message must make the messenger like 

itself.”5 

 

He takes the opportunity to stress God’s own faithfulness in always fulfilling His promises. It is 

as if he cannot help himself in “cooking up” this theologically rich gravy. Yet here we are in the 

explaining his delay with a Trinitarian statement concerning God’s rich purposes toward His 

people. 

 

A. I will keep my word (vv. 15-17) 

 

My delay does not call into question my personal holiness and godly sincerity (v. 12). “The 

apostle clears himself from the charge of levity and inconstancy, in not coming to Corinth.”6 

Paul’s concern is that they would think his theology changes like his plans. 

 

v. 17 - The Greek construction anticipates a negative answer. This is indicated in the translation 

by the ‘tag’ question “did I?” at the end of the sentence.7 

 

B. Paul’s objective in coming was for joy and not for sorrow (vv. 23, 24). 

 

C. His and their hearts intertwine for joy and sorrow (2:1-4). 

 

His love for them drove him forward. All of their responses created more emotional frustration. 

 
• “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears; not so that you 

would be made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for you” (2 

Cor. 2:4). 

 

• “in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love” (2 Cor. 6:6). 
 

• “But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness 

and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also. 8 I am not 
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speaking this as a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of 

your love also” (2 Cor. 8:7). 
 

• “Therefore openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our reason for 

boasting about you” (2 Cor. 8:24). 
 

• “Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!” (2 Cor. 11:11). 
 

• “I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls. If I love you more, am I to be loved 

less?” (2 Cor. 12:15). 

 

That which constitutes the hallmark of Christian faith pours from the apostle toward the people 

of Corinth. 
 

III. Paul’s Theology (vv. 18-22) 
 

What he is about to say is held equally by Silvanus and Timothy. It is a shared message. The 

centerpiece of their theology is the person and work of Jesus Christ. Friends, the idea that all we 

hear about is Jesus should not come as any surprise.  
 

A. God the Father is the PRONOUNCER (vv. 19a, 20a, 21, 22a) 
 

In the economy of the Trinity [Tri-unity], God as Father sits at the head. He pronounces the 

promises. He is the originator or source of what is about to unfold. This does not negate the 

internal council within the Godhead proper, but the Father appears to sit at the head of the 

Godhead. 
 

1.The Father of the Son (v. 19a) 
 

2.The One who makes the Promises (v. 20a) 
 

3.The One who establishes and anoints His people (v. 21) 
 

“The present participle with ει ̓ς into indicates the work as it is in progress toward a final 

identification of the believers with Christ.”8 
 

There is a play on words when Paul speaks of Jesus as the Christ [i.e. anointed] and here where 

the people of God are identified as anointed by God. 

 

4.The One who seals with and gives to His people the Holy Spirit (v. 22) 

 

“God has ‘sealed’ his people with the spirit, and the stamp which the world will see on them is 

the mar5k of the Messiah himself, whose death and life they now share.”9 
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B. Jesus, the Son of God is the PROMISE (vv. 19b, 20b, 21b) 

 

Whatever the Godhead determines appears to have Jesus as the centerpiece. What God the 

Father promises is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

 

1. He is the Son of God (v. 19a) 

 

2. He is the Christ (v. 19) 

 

3. He is the fulfillment of all God’s promises (v. 20) 

 

“The promises of God have been fulfilled and ratified in Christ. He was, as it were, a living 

incarnate “Amen” to those promises.”10 Do you hear what the Spirit is saying? In Jesus Christ 

every promise made to the Nation of Israel and to the People of God is fully ratified in the person 

and work of Jesus Christ. Whatever residue exists in the aftermath is just that, residue. It is the 

stuff left over after the fact.  

 

Once the party happens, all that is left are shadows and shells of the event. Those who follow in 

the wake know something happened, but the leftover is not the substance.  It is only the shadow. 

 

“The expression τὸ ἀµήν is without doubt to be explained from the custom in worship, that in 

public prayer a general Amen was said as certifying the general assurance of faith as to its being 

heard.”11 

 

4. Our establishment is IN CHRIST (v. 31a) 

 

C. The Holy Spirit is the PLEDGE 

 

The Holy Spirit renders certain the outcome. 

 

“When people make large purchases, they often do so by putting down a lump sum in advance 

and thereby agreeing to pay off the rest in due time. When God anoints someone with the spirit, 

Paul declares, this is the first part of the gift which will be completed in the resurrection itself.”12 

 

1. He is the agent through whom His people are sealed (v. 22a) 
 

“Here again the Greek has the aorist. We must refer it here to the attestation God gave to his 

calling and anointing by the manifest signs of His presence with His ministers.”13 

 

2. He is the object given to His people as a pledge of future glory (v. 22b) 
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Or “first installment,” “pledge,” “deposit.” sn Down payment. The Greek word ἀρραβών 
(arrabwn) denotes the first payment or first installment of money or goods which serves as a 
guarantee or pledge for the completion of the transaction. In the NT the term is used only 
figuratively of the Holy Spirit as the down payment of the blessings promised by God (it occurs 
later in 2 Cor 5:5, and also in Eph 1:14). In the “already – not yet” scheme of the NT the possession 
of the Spirit now by believers (“already”) can be viewed as a guarantee that God will give them 
the balance of the promised blessings in the future (“not yet”).14 

“The Greek word for “earnest” (arrhabôn), which occurs here for the first time, and is used only 
by St. Paul in the New Testament (2Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians 1:14), has a somewhat interesting 
history. Originally a Hebrew word, from a verb meaning “to mix,” “to change,” “to pledge,” 
and so used, as a cognate noun, with the last of the three senses, it appears simply transliterated 
in the LXX. of Genesis 38:17-18. As applied by St. Paul, it had the force of a condensed parable, 
such as the people of commercial cities like Corinth and Ephesus would readily understand. 
They were not to think that their past spiritual experience had any character of finality. It was 
rather but the pledge of yet greater gifts to come: even of that knowledge of God which is eternal 
life (John 17:3).”15 

 

In Jesus, all the promises of God are AMEN and YES. 

This is a true story about a seven-year-old boy named Tanner Munsey in 1989: 
During a T-ball game in Wellington, Florida, Tanner attempted to tag a player leaving first 
base. When the umpire called the player out, Tanner immediately informed the umpire that 
he hadn’t managed to tag the runner. 
 

Two weeks later, Tanner encountered the same umpire in another T-ball game. This time, 
Tanner was playing short-stop and tagged a runner as they approached third base. When 
the umpire called the player safe, Tanner didn’t say a word, but the umpire noticed his 
surprise at the call. 
 

“Did you tag the runner?” she asked Tanner. When Tanner affirmed that he had, the umpire 
changed her decision and called the player out. When the coaches and other parents 
protested, the umpire stood by her decision, informing them that she had learned to trust 
Tanner, because of his honesty. 
 

Tanner’s reputation for being honest earned him a mention in the “Scorecard” column in 
the July 10, 1989, issue of Sports Illustrated magazine.16 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Make the GOSPEL the centerpiece of your existence. 
2. Learn your theology, but also live your theology. 
 

1 https://www.reference.com/business-finance/s-wallet-19c2cb5d428be010#  
2 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on 2 Corinthians 2:1. 
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3 Benson Commentary on 2 Corinthians 2:1. 
4 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+1:13  
5 MacLaren's Expositions on 2 Corinthians 1:21. 
6 Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on 2 Corinthians 1:15-24. 
7 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+1:12  
8 Vincent's Word Studies  
9 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – 2 Corinthians, P. 14. 
10 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on 2 Corinthians 1:20. 
11 Meyer's NT Commentary on 2 Corinthians 1:20. 
12 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – 2 Corinthians, P. 14. 
13 Reference unknown 

14https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+1:13  
15 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on 2 Corinthians 1:22. 
16 http://www.kidsofintegrity.com/lessons/honesty/hands-options/honest-kid  


