
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 15, 2016 
Title:  God Comforts in Affliction 
Text:  2 Cor. 1:3-11 
Theme: The God of all comfort comforts us in all our affliction.  
Introduction:  
 
This text teaches some straightforward truth. What this text says and how you “feel” might have 
an insurmountable gap between them. I was going to tell you some rags to riches story, but I am 
choosing to ask what if you find yourself in the “rag” state and you do not anticipating ever 
leaving the “rag” state? As we examine this text, I wish for us to learn truth, but I also wish for 
us to learn this truth in our affliction without ever thinking God will deliver us from our 
affliction in this life. 
 
“Paul is an afflicted leader (vv. 8, 9; 11:23-33) who is writing to a congregation that is 
experiencing affliction. His response to their trials is to direct them to the ‘God of all comfort’ 
(1:3).”1 
 
“If in Galatians he is angry, if in Philippian he is joyful, in this letter his deep sorrow, and the 
raw wounds of his own recent suffering, are very apparent. He is still capable of humor, and 
some of what he writes here is quite sparkling. But he writes, so to speak, as one who has just 
emerged from the ruins of his own house after a bombing raid; and he is all the more able to 
speak of comfort because of what he himself has just gone through. What has happened? What 
has caused such intense suffering as to leave a mark not only on his body but, as we shall see, 
on the very way he writes?”2 
 
The comfort God gives us, He works in us and through us to those around us. God is able to 
comfort us in our affliction and He is able to deliver us from our affliction. So whether He 
chooses to deliver us from our affliction, He is still able to comfort us in our affliction. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“The point of 1:3-7:6 is to reinforce in their minds his commitment to them and to help them 
understand the nature and problems of spiritual ministry.”3 
 
Outline:  Salutation (1:1-11) 
 

I. Greeting (1:1-2) 
 

II. Thanksgiving for the Comfort of God in Affliction (1:3-11) 
 
Paul begins by “blessing” God. God is intrinsically blessed. Three reasons are noted. First, 
because He is the Father of our Lord Jesus; second, because He is the God of mercy; and finally, 
He is the God of all comfort.  
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Our text has several “stress” points. First, God comforts us in our affliction. Second, God delivers 
us from our afflictions. Both are necessary truths. 
 
Paul gives thanks to God because of who He is and what He does. 
 
First, let us consider who He is: He is the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort. Second, 
what He does: He comforts us in all our afflictions. Why is this important? Because we find 
ourselves surrounded by afflictions and sufferings and God comforts us even as we suffer so 
that we might comfort others who are also suffering.  
 

A. The Comfort of God (1:3-7) 
 

3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  4 
who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours 
in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort 
and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of 
the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you 
are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3-7). 

 
There are several salient features in our text. 
 

1. First, He notes God’s comfort. His comfort corresponds to His character.  
 
Think of those moments when you most need comforting. Most often hurt and loss, uncertainty, 
and anxiousness color those moments. What does that comfort feel like? What does that comfort 
cause you to think? This comfort makes you feel secure and safe. Comfort often brings 
assurance. These are the ideas present in our text. 
 
“He repeats the word ‘comfort’ in one form or another ten times in five verses. To say that this 
is obviously what’s on his mind doesn’t put it strongly enough; it sounds almost like an 
obsession. The whole idea of the word is that one person is being with another, speaking words 
which change their mood and situation, giving them courage, new hope, new direction, new 
insights which will alter the way they face the next moment, the next day, the rest of their life.”4 
 
Paraklesis occurs 28 times in the New Testament. There is no higher concentration of this word 
than in these five verses ([six times in five verses] vv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7). Notice its occurrences in               
2 Corinthians 7. 
 

4 “Great is my confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort; I am 
overflowing with joy in all our affliction. 5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, 
but we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the depressed, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he 
was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced 
even more” (2 Cor. 7:4-7). 

 
The verb form [parakaleo] occurs in verses 4 and 6. Thus, we read eight times the word, 
“Comfort.” 
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The verb form is used extensively in 2 Corinthians. 
 
It has the idea of calling out to or exhorting, but it is an invitation that comes alongside of the 
individual and puts one’s arms around their shoulders. It is a word of intimacy, of friendship, 
and or burden bearing. 
 
This is a “soft” word. A word, an idea that brings a releasing of tension, the banishing of stress, 
the relaxing of muscles, the breathing out of a rigidity filled “sigh.” It enables one to collapse 
into the arms of the strong. 
 
This is what marks Christianity. If our Christianity does not bring rest to the weary, then we 
have the wrong idea. The desire to “go and tell” has this motive behind it. We want to . . .  
 

• PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.  

• PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND  

• RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,  

• SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, (Luke 4:18) 
 
Why?  Because this is what Jesus would do and this is what Jesus did (Matt. 11:28-30). 
 

28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). 

 
The grace of God is equal to and greater than our need. 
 

2. Second, he notes their circumstances. His comfort corresponds to our condition. 
 
He uses the word thlipsis twice in our text (vv. 4, 8) and it means, “Pressure, anguish, burdened, 
persecutions.” He uses it several times in this Letter. “The term θλῖψις (qliyi") refers to trouble 
(including persecution) that involves direct suffering (L&N 22.2).”5 
 
He uses another word to describe their circumstances, it is the word pathema, and it can mean, 
“Hardship or pain both physical and/or emotional.” It occurs in verses 5, 6, and 7. This is the 
only time this word occurs in 2 Corinthians. 
 
The same type of affliction visited on our Lord and Savior now visits those who are His. Both 
Paul and his audience face anguish and hardships. This text does not speak of deliverance from 
the affliction, but comfort in our affliction. God is with those who suffer. There is one more thing 
we should note. 
 

3. Third, our circumstances and comfort have purpose. 
 
God uses our experiences in ministering to others who find themselves in the same situation. 
There are no wasted moments with God or with us. Our stories are part of God’s grand 
narrative/Story.  
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Despite our own despondency, discouragement, doubt, and depression, God is using those 
moments to minister to those around us with similar circumstances.  Moreover, be assured, we 
are all in this together.  
 
You are either entering a storm, in a storm, or coming out of a storm.  Life is stormy. Paul will 
give us a second purpose for our afflictions in the following verses, but let us not think everyone 
else is living a charmed life and ours is falling apart. We are all falling apart, and God extends 
mercy and gives comfort so that we might carry out the “one another” imperatives. 
 
The second primary idea in our paragraph occurs in verses 8-11. 
 

B. The Deliverance of God (1:8-11) 
 

8 “For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were 

burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence 

of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10 who 

delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He 

will yet deliver us, 11 you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by 

many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many” (2 Cor. 1:8-11). 

 

“In the NT this always refers to the Roman province of Asia, made up of about one-third of the 

west and southwest end of modern Asia Minor. Asia lay to the west of the region of Phrygia 

and Galatia. The words “the province of” are supplied to indicate to the modern reader that this 

does not refer to the continent of Asia.”6 

Before we note Paul’s two primary points about our suffering, let us address how God’s 
deliverance might look. 
 
Read with me 2 Corinthians 11:22-33.  
 

22 “Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 
Are they servants of Christ? --I speak as if insane--I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, 
beaten times without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine 
lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and 
a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from 
robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the 
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through 
many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such 
external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak without 
my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern? 30 If I have to boast, I will boast of what 
pertains to my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I 
am not lying. 32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes 
in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his 
hands” (2 Cor. 11:22-33). 

 
1. The purpose of our afflictions (“We would not trust in ourselves, but in 

God”) 
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Friends, sometimes God’s deliverance looks like surviving and living. Sometimes it looks like 
just barely able to breath, but you do -- where every fiber of your being wants to cuss and scream 
and simply lose it -- where you want to cut yourself and you don’t. That is victory, which is 
God’s deliverance. When you want to get in your car and drive away and never stop and you 
don’t, that is victory.  That is God’s deliverance. When you hate the thought of getting out of 
bed or going home or going to work or . . . . Sometimes God’s deliverance looks like getting up 
and doing the same intensely unpleasant thing just one more time. God’s deliverance is you by 
faith accepting what you cannot understand and trusting the One who you cannot see. That 
is victory and that is God’s deliverance. 
 
This is a central idea throughout the biblical Story. What you and I cannot do, Jesus can. God is 
the God of the humanly impossible. I am pretty much convinced that God has life so that we see 
our inability and His sufficiency. 
 
God desires that we are always dependent and always looking to Him for everything. 
 

2. The power of our prayers (“Helping us through your prayers”) 
 
I do not desire to make prayer overly complicated or mystical, but God uses our prayers in the 
carrying out of His Story. Paul ties his deliverance by God directly to the prayers of His people. 
I am always surprised that we do not see our lives as one long answered prayer. 
 
I cannot stress enough and will not cease pushing the thought of praying one for another. 
 
Final illustration: 
Often when we hear stories of God’s deliverance from one’s afflictions we ask ourselves the 
question, “Why not me?” “Why not you?” my answer is, “I do not know?” I know he wants you 
to trust Him and I know He asks me to pray for you, but why your deliverance seems to linger 
and why is it that you might die without ever seeing or experiencing His deliverance, I do not 
know. But I do know that no matter what you feel or experience, God comforts you IN your 
affliction and, in His providence, delivers you FROM your affliction. What God invites you to 
do is trust in Him. Today, our questions is this, “Will we trust Him in and for our 
circumstances?” 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Knowing what is true and feeling what is true are often separated by a gulf we cannot span. Let 
us pray what we know to be true will pull forward how we feel. 
 

1. Friends, do not lose heart in your affliction. God can and does both comfort in our 
afflictions and deliver us from our afflictions. 

2. Your present circumstances has purpose. The largest purpose of your afflictions and 
sufferings is for you to trust in God. Because God is sovereign, there is purpose in your 
afflictions and sufferings. 
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3. Finally, your prayers for others do matter. God is working in and through your prayers 
for one another and for the church global. Do not quit, keep going, and let us stay the 
course. 
 
 

1 Gospel Transformation Bible, ESV, commentary on 1:1-11. 
2 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – 2 Corinthians, 2. 
3 https://bible.org/article/god%E2%80%99s-comfort-suffering-and-our-responsibility-2-cor-11-11  
4 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – 2 Corinthians, 3, 4. 
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+1   
6 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+1  

                                                           


