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Date:  January 21, 2018 
Title:  “Guarding the Gospel - Finishing Well” 
Text:  1 Tim. 6:20, 21 
Theme:   
 
Introduction:  
 
Two short verses that summarize Paul’s message to Timothy throughout the Letter. One simple 

word, “Guard.” The word and its weight reminds me of walking my daughter, Joanna, down 

the aisle and “passing her off to our son-in-law Simeon.” My words to him prior and after were 

simple, “Guard what has been entrusted to you.” I was giving him one of my most precious 

possessions and calling him to guard that child with everything he has. One or two years ago 

they were visiting one of Simeon’s aunts who lives in Australia. While getting the mail, a cow 

decided to charge them. His path would have run over Joanna and Eve, so Simeon stood in front 

of the cow to scare it down, but the cow did not stand down and plowed right into Simeon and 

pounded him into the ground. After which the cow seemed satisfied and trotted off. Had Simeon 

not done this, Joanna and Evie would have been in grave danger and in harm’s way. Simeon 

could have bailed on the prospect of imminent danger, but he would have failed in his duty and 

been derelict in his responsibilities to guard what had been entrusted to him. This is the idea 

behind Paul’s word to Timothy. “Timothy, guard our most precious possession.” Most danger 

can be non-consequential, but some of the guarding will cost you greatly.  

 
“A story is told of a man who, resisting the cost of oats he fed his mule, decided to gradually 
substitute sawdust in its diet. Everything went fine for a while but by the time the mule was 
satisfied with sawdust, he died. The same is true spiritually. The changeover from truth to error 
is sometimes a slow process, and the people don’t always know the difference. But, before you 
know it, they are dead. 
We live in a society where truth has been watered down and even abandoned in many cases. 
You may have heard the term postmodernism used in conversation in recent years. One of the 
basic beliefs of postmodernism as I see it-and I say that because no one can seem to define 
postmodernism-is that there are no absolute truths. In a culture that increasingly believes there 
is no absolute truth it is essential that followers of Christ guard and protect the truth. The most 
effective way to confront a culture so deceived by Satan that it believes there is no absolute truth 
is to know the Truth of scripture and proclaim that truth. And you can defend God’s Word as 
truth best by proclaiming it-God’s Word is sufficient for it’s own defense.”1 
 
“In this text Paul is telling Timothy to guard and keep what had been entrusted to him. The 
apostle is referring to the essence of the gospel, and the heart of all that is distinctive in the 
Christian religion.”2 
 
What is meant by essence? It is that “thing” that without it, it ceases to be what it is. “The intrinsic 
nature or indispensable quality of something, especially something abstract, that determines its 
character.” 
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What is, “The essence of the gospel, and the heart of all that is distinctive in the Christian 
religion?” 
 

What is the essence of the gospel or the heart of Christianity? The essence or heart of the gospel 
is, “You can’t, But God can, and Jesus did!” If you add to or take from this “essence,” 
Christianity ceases to be “Good News.” It is the exact opposite of all thinking that is 
“autosoterism.” What is autosoterism? “The doctrine that salvation is achievable through 
oneself or one's own efforts.”3 
 

“THERE ARE fundamentally only two doctrines of salvation: that salvation is from God, and 
that salvation is from ourselves. The former is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter is 
the doctrine of universal heathenism. ‘The principle of heathenism,’ remarks Dr. Herman 
Bavinek, ‘is, negatively, the denial of the true God, and of the gift of his grace; and, positively, 
the notion that salvation can be secured by man's own power and wisdom. 'Come, let us build 
us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name.' Gen. 11:4. 
Whether the works through which heathenism seeks the way of salvation bear a more ritual or 
a more ethical characteristic, whether they are of a more positive or of a more negative nature, 
in any case man remains his own savior; all religions except the Christian are autosoteric.”4 
 

Friends, the essence of the gospel, the heart of Christianity is our complete and utter dependency 
on God to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves and everything in our lives falls into “We 
cannot do it ourselves.” 
 

Self-assertion could scarcely go further; not even in those perhaps stirring but certainly 
somewhat blustering verses by W. E. Henley: 
The English poet, William Ernest Henley (1849–1903), is remembered mainly for a single poem,  
 

“Invictus” (Latin for “unconquered”): 
Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the horror of the shade, 
And yet the menace of the years 
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 
 

It matters not how strait the gate, 
How charged with punishments the scroll, 
I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul. 
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This poem has inspired millions. Famous and infamous alike have drawn courage from it. 
Nelson Mandela recited it on his darker days in prison. Timothy McVeigh invoked it as he 
received lethal injection for murdering 167 people in the Oklahoma City bombing.5  
It is a blasphemous rage against the God of providence. 
 
“Invictus” Redeemed 

In the early part of the 20th Century, Dorothy Day responded to Henley’s manifesto with this 
poem that she titled, “Conquered”: 
 
Out of the light that dazzles me, 
Bright as the sun from pole to pole, 
I thank the God I know to be, 
For Christ - the Conqueror of my soul. 
 
Since His the sway of circumstance, 
I would not wince nor cry aloud. 
Under the rule which men call chance, 
My head, with joy, is humbly bowed. 
 
Beyond this place of sin and tears, 
That Life with Him and His the Aid, 
That, spite the menace of the years, 
Keeps, and will keep me unafraid. 
 
I have no fear though straight the gate: 
He cleared from punishment the scroll. 
Christ is the Master of my fate! 
Christ is the Captain of my soul! 
 
The greatest need of our souls is to be conquered by the self-sacrificing, sinner-serving Christ 
and direct our invictus manifesto against evil — especially the evil within us. Supernatural and 
natural evil will beat us bloody at times (literally and metaphorically). Against such evil, by all 
righteous means, stand firm (Ephesians 6:13).6 
 
How subtle is the pull toward independence? It is the difference between two simple statements. 
 
“Am I TRUSTING God?” or “Am I HELPING God?” In the one we hear the voice of God, in the 
other the hiss of the serpent. 
 

If we are not careful, we take the same drive and end up living life independent of God. We 

think we can do it. Whether it is our marriage, our employment, our friendships, and our 

passions. Friends, the idea that you can do anything independent of God is ridiculous. God 

alone does the movement in our lives whether you acknowledge it or not. 
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Our study of 1 Timothy on Sundays has spoken to me on a very personal level. Paul calls 

Timothy to keep the main thing, the main thing. The Letter has a melodic line found in 3:14-16 

and revolving around that melodic line are three separate but harmonizing notes. The first note 

concerns false teachers/teaching, the second note is a personal word to Timothy, and the final 

note addresses a theme or topic that seeks to protect and proclaim the gospel in the context of 

the local church. 

 

Paul’s words to Timothy are strong words (1:18-20; 4:6-16; 6:11-16). First, Paul calls Timothy to 

“war a good warfare” (1:18). Then, “to exercise himself in godliness” (4:7) and finally, “to fight the good 

fight of faith” (6:11, 12). Such exhortations to Timothy are not “cherry picking” the text or isolating 

the idea from the context. This is to what Paul calls Timothy. Such words are labor intensive. 

They are primarily words addressing the intellect and volition, but they are physical words and 

imagery. Just as a soldier or athlete agonizes over the responsibilities within each circle, so also 

the pastor is to agonize in protecting and proclaiming the gospel. At the end of it all, Paul calls 

Timothy to persevere in keeping the gospel central (6:20, “Guard what has been entrusted to you”). 

The gospel is not to be a coffee table book one uses to accent a room and on occasion picks it up 

and pages through it. The gospel is the whole room! Everything else in the room are only accents. 

If they do not compliment and expand the room, they are to be jettisoned from the room.  

 

Why is this so difficult? It is difficult because we live in a context that wants so much more. We 

want the solution to our relational problems [both in marriage, family, and work], housing 

problems, financial problems, health problems, identity problems, and vocational significance. 

We want a sense of security regardless of the area. Yet, the biblical text does not necessarily 

answer those problems. Many believe they do and have very attractional ministries because of 

this, but this is not what the Bible teaches from Genesis through Revelation. The biblical text 

does deal with all of those areas and more. Nonetheless, the biblical text is not about you and 

me, but about God and His creation at large.  

 
Outline: 
 
Friends, calling us to this idea and reminding us of it regularly takes work. You have to be set. 

The cross is not an afterthought. It is the only thought (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:1, 2; Matt. 16:23; Luke 9:51; 

Heb. 12:2). There is nothing the gospel preacher can offer but the one thing that truly matters. 

God alone and only deals with the one issue neither you nor I can address on our own and that 

is the haunting, plaguing issue of sin and death. Thankfully, Jesus has done all of the heavy 

lifting and declares, “It is finished” (John 19:30). 

 
“It challenges every Christian with the duty of never letting go of what God has given us. We 
think of someone drawing up a will and appointing an executor to ensure that all the terms of 
the will are faithfully implemented. How important is that? Justice demands it. Or think of a 
trust being established with millions set aside to further certain specific aims of the benefactor. 
How important is it that those causes which he has left his fortune to support are actually being 
helped and not totally different causes? It is all important, and those who are appointed as 
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trustees have to ensure that that end is being fulfilled. Or consider that contract which you have 
signed with a builder in which he has promised to build you a house of certain specifications 
for a certain price. How important is it that he keep to the terms of a contract? It is crucial. If 
such things are a matter of simple honesty in the world, how much more important it is to guard 
that which the living God has entrusted to our care!”7 
 
Let us consider this text by asking three questions. The three questions come from the text. My 
sub points reflect the arch of Scripture. 
 
I. Why Must We Guard What has been Entrusted to Our Care? 

 
• 20 “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the 

opposing arguments of what is falsely called ‘knowledge’ -- 21 which some have professed and thus gone 
astray from the faith. Grace be with you” (1 Tim. 6:20, 21). 

 
I offer you three reasons as to why we must guard the Gospel. 
 

A. Because the Word of God is always under assault. 
 
Every New Testament Letter is a response to an assault against the Word of God. Every Creed 
and Confession is the Church seeking to protect and promote the Gospel. 
 
“THE CREEDS- Important Christian Creeds 
As I mentioned earlier, the formal creeds were developed during church history. They are, by 
the way, the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed, and the Creed of 
Chalcedon. These creeds were written with very specific purposes in mind. First and 
foremost, they were written to refute heresies that had arisen in the church. For example, the 
Nicene Creed was written to counteract the dangerous Arian heresy. This heresy denied the 
full and unqualified deity of Christ. Secondly, the creeds also provide a very positive 
affirmation of what we as Christians hold in common. The Athanasian Creed, for example, 
affirms the truth of the Trinity, Christ’s Incarnation, Ascension, second coming, and the final 
judgment. So it’s not a bad idea to teach the creeds to our children and to reinforce them in 
church.”8 
 
“In the latter case a confession of faith is always the result of dogmatic controversy, and more 
or less directly or indirectly polemical against opposing error.”9 
 
Friends, we can say we believe the Bible, but in practice we turn a deaf ear to its instruction 
and disregard its application. 
 
There is a second reason as to why we must guard the gospel. 
 

B. Because the serpent’s seed is always assaulting the woman’s seed. 
 

• 8 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of 
suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 10 After you have suffered for a 
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little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, 
confirm, strengthen and establish you. 11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 5:8-11). 
 

• 1 “A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars; 2 and she was with child; and she *cried out, being in labor and in pain 
to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 4 And his tail *swept away a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child” (Rev. 12:1-4). 

 
The word used for devour [katapino] in 1 Pet. 5:8 is the same word used in Rev. 12:16 for the 
earth swallowing up the waters attacking the woman’s offspring. It means, “To drink down.” 
The word used in Rev. 12:4 means, “To eat down.” See also Rev. 20:9 for the fire of God 
consuming the enemies of God. 
 
When we pray for the persecuted church we are seeing and hearing this truth played out before 
us. 
 
A final reason as to why we must guard the gospel. 
 

C. Because the human heart is always prone to wander (Jer. 17:9). 
 

• “The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9). 
 

• 9 “What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks 
are all under sin; 10 as it is written, ‘THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE 
WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, 
TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT 
EVEN ONE’” (Rom. 3:9-12). 

 
We are never able to live solitary lives from one another and from God. We are always one 
rooster’s crow from disowning Jesus and His Church. 
 
This is why Proverbs 4:23 says, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the 
springs of life.” Moreover, Matthew 12:34 echoes this idea when it says, "You brood of vipers, 
how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the 
heart.” 
 
“Daniel Webster (1782-1852) predicted this when he stated, “If truth be not diffused, error will 
be. If God and His Word are not known and received, the devil and his works will gain the 
ascendancy. If the evangelical volume does not reach every hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and 
licentious literature will. If the power of the gospel is not felt throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, …   corruption and darkness will reign.”10 
 
II. How Must We Guard What has been Entrusted to Our Care? 

 

• 20 “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the 
opposing arguments of what is falsely called ‘knowledge’ -- 21 which some have professed and thus gone 
astray from the faith. Grace be with you” (1 Tim. 6:20, 21). 
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A. We guard the gospel by avoiding worldly and empty chatter. 

 
Friends, if this wasn’t a threat, he would not say it. The word Paul uses for avoid occurs only 
five times in the New Testament. Three times in 1 Timothy, once in 2 Timothy and once in 
Hebrews.  
 

• “From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling” (1 Tim. 1:6). 
 

• “For some are already turned aside after Satan” (1 Tim. 5:15). 
 

• “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppositions of science falsely so called” (1 Tim. 6:20). 
 

• “And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:4). 
 

• “And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather 
be healed” (Heb. 12:13). 

 
But how do we put this into practice? I want to give you, briefly, seven steps you can put into 
practice to guard the truth in your life and in this church. 
 

1. First, [you guard the truth] by believing the Word of God.  
 
In John 5:24, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 
life.” 
 

2. Second, [you guard the truth] by honoring the Word.  
 
Job said, “I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His 
mouth more than my necessary food. (Job 23:12) 
 

3. Third, [you guard the truth] by loving the Word.  
 
In Psalm 119:97 , the psalmist professes, “O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.” 
 

4. Fourth, [you guard the truth] by obeying the Word.  
 
In John 8:31 , Jesus said to those who had professed belief in Him, “If you abide in My word, 
then you are truly disciples of Mine.” 
 

5. Fifth, [you guard the truth] by proclaiming the Word. 
 
Paul charged Timothy to “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:2). 
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6. Sixth, [you guard the truth] by defending the Word.  
 
Jude 3 reads, “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints.” 
 

7. Seventh, [you guard the truth] by studying the Word.  
 
Paul commanded Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth” ( 2 Tim. 2:15 ).11 
 

B. We guard the gospel in following Jesus by participating in the life of His Church. 
 
“Think of this letter and all that the apostle has been telling Timothy as to how he should 

behave each day – “hold on to faith and a good conscience … the overseer must be above 
reproach … temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent but gentle … set an example to for the believers in speech, in life, in 
love, in faith and in purity … watch your life and doctrine closely … pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.” Here is this absolute obsession, that runs 
through the letter, with how Timothy lives his life.”12 
 
Not only must we have orthodoxy (Our worldview; our intellect; our head; correct thinking), 
but we must also have orthopraxy (Our practice; our volition; our hands; correct actions) and 
orthopathy (Our affections; our emotions; our heart; correct feelings). 
 
When we remove the cross as our root and make the world revolve around us, apostasy marks 
our thinking, apathy marks our affection, and atrophy marks our activity. We become dead 
people walking. We are spiritual zombies. 
 
The further we move from our thinking to our affections, the further we are moving from 
objectivity to subjectivity.  
 
“Orthopathy comes from the Greek word pathos. Used in a theological context, it refers to the 

right forms of passions, emotions, and empathies. This is the emotional and attitudinal 

dimension of our faith. It is my contention that in our concern for orthodoxy and orthopraxy, 

we end up neglecting, even violating a balanced biblical form of orthopathy, an element just as 

vital to the right standards of faith as the other elements we tend to emphasize as 

Evangelicals.”13 

 

How do we follow Jesus?  How then are we to effectively guard what has been entrusted to us? 

Three things. 
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1. We guard the gospel by correcting our thinking. 

 

“When was the last time you read a book? For almost 1 in 4 of us, it was more than a year ago, 
according to Pew Research. That's three times the number who didn't read a book in 1978. In 
America, we have a literacy problem. But more concerning to me, we have a biblical literacy 
problem. Americans, including churchgoers, aren't reading much of any book, including the 
Good Book. 
The Sad Statistics 

Christians claim to believe the Bible is God's Word. We claim it's God's divinely inspired, 
inerrant message to us. Yet despite this, we aren't reading it. A recent LifeWay Research study 
found only 45 percent of those who regularly attend church read the Bible more than once a 
week. Over 40 percent of the people attending read their Bible occasionally, maybe once or 
twice a month. Almost 1 in 5 churchgoers say they never read the Bible—essentially the same 
number who read it every day. 
Small groups are key to combating and changing the epidemic of biblical illiteracy. 

Because we don't read God's Word, it follows that we don't know it. To understand the effects, 
we can look to statistics of another Western country: the United Kingdom. The United 
Kingdom Bible Society surveyed British children and found many could not identify 
common Bible stories. When given a list of stories, almost 1 in 3 didn't choose the Nativity as 
part of the Bible and over half (59 percent) didn't know that Jonah being swallowed by the 
great fish is in the Bible. 
British parents didn't do much better. Around 30 percent of parents don't know Adam and 
Eve, David and Goliath, or the Good Samaritan are in the Bible. To make matters worse, 27 
percent think Superman is or might be a biblical story. More than 1 in 3 believes the same 
about Harry Potter. And more than half (54 percent) believe The Hunger Games is or might 
be a story from the Bible. 
But it's more than simply not knowing stories from Scripture. Our lack of biblical literacy has 
led to a lack of biblical doctrine. LifeWay Research found that while 67 percent of Americans 
believe heaven is a real place, 45 percent believe there are many ways to get there—including 1 
in 5 evangelical Christians. More than half of evangelicals (59 percent) believe the Holy Spirit is 
a force and not a personal being—in contrast to the orthodox biblical teaching of the Trinity 
being three Persons in one God. As a whole, Americans, including many Christians, hold 
unbiblical views on hell, sin, salvation, Jesus, humanity, and the Bible itself. 
There is little excuse for anyone living in Western Civilization, particularly Christians, to not 
know or read the Bible. Nine out of ten American homes have at least one Bible. The average 
American—Christian or not—owns at least three Bibles. And technology has put Bibles at our 
fingertips wherever we are—you can download the Bible for free on your smartphone. 
In contrast, most Christians desire to become more mature followers of Christ. LifeWay 
Research found 90 percent of churchgoers "desire to please and honor Jesus in all I do." Almost 
60 percent agree with the statement, "Throughout the day, I find myself thinking about biblical 
truths." It's striking that while most of us desire to please Jesus, few of us take the time to check 
the Bible to find out if we are actually doing it. Clearly, there's a disconnect.”14 
 
“We are saying that in order to guard the faith you have to know the faith. We sing, “Take my 
intellect and use Every power as Thou wouldst choose.” Then let us be sure that our intellects 
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are growing in grasping preaching, and reading books about the Bible and the history of the 
church. Go to the Christian Book Shop and select some. Borrow some from me or from the little 
church library. Take notes of the sermons and think about them afterwards. Ask other Christians 
for help. Write down verses that you find have been helpful to you. Especially there is one way 
of growing in the grace of guarding the faith, by getting involved in service – young people’ 
work on a beach mission or in a camp this summer – and then you will have to be growing. We 
have to guard the faith with our minds, by studying it and knowing it well, so that we are not 
defeated by ignorance.”15 
 

2. We guard the gospel by correcting our doing. 

“One of the strongest keeps for the faith is a pattern of good deeds. Think of an athlete and 
how he trains. There is a diet which he sticks to. He gets to bed the right time and he takes on 
the daily discipline of training. If he is the goal-kicker for a rugby team he will kick hundreds of 
balls from all over the ground between the posts every week. If he is a hurdler he will cross 
hundreds of hurdles just trying to shave them. Certain muscle groups will be worked in 
thousands of repetitions till they have mass and flexibility. Certain moves will be practiced again 
and again until they become second nature, a dummy, a sidestep, a backhand. Each time he 
trains he gets a little better, some careless habit dies a little and a disciplined new one begins to 
come to life. That is, each training session causes a tiny conversion. But it is only after many 
seasons of such training that a person can perform his skills by second nature. The mini-
conversion repeated thousands of times add up to the change of one’s life. A worthy athlete 
becomes a disciplined athlete. That is the way a person becomes a defender of the faith.”16 
 

3. We guard the gospel by correcting our affection. 

 

The further we move from the objective to the subjective the more dynamic our affections 

become. Yet, this is how we guard the gospel. 

 
• “I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than 

my necessary food” (Job 23:12). 

 

• 7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are 

true; they are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter 

also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In 

keeping them there is great reward” (Ps. 19:7-11). 

 

• “How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Ps. 119:103). 

 

• 13 “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom And the man who gains understanding. 14 For her profit is 

better than the profit of silver And her gain better than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than jewels; And 

nothing you desire compares with her” (Prov. 3:13-15). 
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Jesus must be the object of our affections. We should and can openly declare that we love Jesus. 
There is a reason we call our prayer and bible time, “Devotions.” One’s devotion is not a matter 
of the head, but of the heart.  
 
This text tells us why and how. Now let us consider what the consequences of guarding the 
gospel are. Two reasons are stated. 
 
III. What are the Consequences of Guarding What Has Been Entrusted to Our Care? 

 
A. Personal faith is preserved (“Some have professed and thus gone astray from the 
faith”) 

 
Perseverance does not just happen. Perseverance is not a consequence of you helping God, but 
you trusting God to do for you what you cannot do for yourself. Those who leave the faith have 
are derelict in their thinking, dead in their affections, and indolent in their activity. 
 
A second consequence of guarding the faith is personal grace is present. 
 

B. Personal grace is present (“Grace be with you”) 
 
Grace will be with us (v.21). These are the final words of the apostle in this letter. What is grace? 
It is not ‘goodbye.’ It is not a farewell greeting. It is the omnipotence of God saving and keeping 
his people. It is Paul reminding Timothy again that he cannot survive without the unmerited 
power of God. As we keep away from error, and guard whatever things are true and lovely that 
have been entrusted to us then we will find the grace of God all sufficient. And how will that 
sustaining grace manifest itself in those who guard the faith? 
 
By guarding the gospel we are reminded that we are loved without condition, accepted without 
requirement, forgiven without limit, favored without merit, and served without reward. All of 
this is a consequence of guarding the gospel. 
 
Where do we go from here? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (Where do we go from Here?) 
 
1. Are you guarding the gospel by increasing in your biblical thinking? What reading are 
you engaged in and what studies are you apart of? 

2. Are you guarding the gospel by increasing in your biblical activity? How are you serving 
Christ and His Church? Only you can answer that question for yourself. 

3. Are you guarding the gospel by increasing in your biblical affection? Who or what do 
you have in your sight? What is feeding your mind through your senses? What do you 
taste, see, smell, hear, and touch? Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

4. Folks, let us work and worship to make this our best year ever. This does not mean we 
will have an easy life, but it will mean we are trusting God from start to finish. 
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