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“A Theology of Suffering” 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

God Will Have the Last Word - A Study of 1 Peter 
 
Theme: Suffering has significance and identifies the sufferer as God’s own possession.  
 
Introduction:  
There is something paradoxical to the statement made by Peter and sustained by others. James 
states it as follows, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance” (James 1:2, 3).  Like Peter, James 
understands there is significance and purpose behind our suffering. Apart from a biblical 
worldview, we are to avoid suffering. It has no purpose or profit. Yet such is not the case. 
Suffering is part of God’s will and glory follows suffering. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Suffering is not surprising (v. 12a) 
 

II. Suffering has significance (vv. 12b-14) 
 

III. Suffering is sobering (vv. 15-18) 
 

IV. The suffering are to surrender (v. 19) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. If you find yourself caught from behind, may this truth bolster you up and empower your 
endurance. 

2. Your suffering has significance. There is a reason as to why you suffer. 
3. In your suffering, know that God is claiming you as His own. Your suffering glorifies 

God.  
4. As you have begun, continue to surrender yourself to the faithful Creator who will keep 

His word. 


