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“Arm Yourselves” 
1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

God Will Have the Last Word - A Study of 1 Peter 
 
Theme: The gospel creates believing communities where the believing fight against sin by 

serving one another. 
 

Introduction:  
It is of interest to note how 3:13-22 and 4:12ff speak to our suffering where 4:1-11 seems to break 
rank and speak of something outside of suffering. Yet, is 4:1-11 speaking of something outside 
of their suffering? I do not believe so. Have you ever been in a struggle or beat down and 
thought, “What the heck, I’m just going to give up, give in, and sin.” Why mess with venial sins 
when you go big with cardinal sins. This text calls against such thinking. Peter urges his 
suffering audience not to quit, but to stay the course. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. We should arm ourselves with the gospel because Christ suffered in the flesh (vv. 1-6) 

 
A. Each group has distinct appetites (v. 2) 
B. Each group has distinct conduct (v. 3) 
C. Each group has distinct answers (v. 4) 
D. Each group has distinct outcomes (vv. 5, 6 [see further 3:18]) 

 
II. We should arm ourselves with the gospel because the end of all things is near (vv. 7-11) 

 
A. Be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer (v. 7 [cf. 3:7, 12; 4:7]) 
B. Love one another (v. 8) 
C. Be hospitable to one another (v. 9) 
D. Serve one another (vv. 10-11a) 
E. Purpose or result is that God may be glorified (v. 11b) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The gospel is God’s weapon in our fight against sin. 
2. Do what it says for your joy and His glory. 
3. Such activity is God’s gracious gift in and through His Church. 
 


