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“The Counterintuitive Power of the Death Jesus Died” 
1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

God Will Have the Last Word - A Study of 1 Peter 
 
The gospel does in us and through us to those around us what we would never do otherwise. 
“Adversity is the soil in which the gospel thrives. And so Peter sets down in this text principles 
which should guide us in our response to persecution so that the gospel is proclaimed, God is 
glorified, and we are truly blessed.”1 
 
Outline: 

I. The counterintuitive nature of our response to suffering/injustice (3:13-17) 
 

A. When bad things happen to good actions (vv. 13-14) 
B. Having hope when harmed (v. 15) 
C. Winning in the will of God (vv. 16b, 17) 

 
1. Winning through a good conscience [the way you think/perspective] 
2. Winning through a good behavior [the way you respond/act] 

 
II. Jesus causes a counterintuitive response to suffering/injustice (vv. 18-22) 

 
A. Our counterintuitive response to suffering/injustice is secured through a 

substitutionary sacrifice (v. 18) 
B. Our counterintuitive response to suffering/injustice is secured through a 

vindicating resurrection (vv. 19-21)  
 
1. His descent into the grave (vv. 19-20) 
2. Pictured in water baptism (v. 21) 

 
C. Our counterintuitive response to suffering/injustice is secured through a 

reigning power (v. 22) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. As you live a righteous life, expect to suffer. 
2. In suffering, keep looking to Jesus. 
3. How has your response been to the injustice and suffering you face every day? 
4. Friend, life is not fair. Sin happens and suffering is the result. 
5. Will you look to Jesus? Can you believe God will have the last word? 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/new-slant-suffering-1-peter-313-46  

                                                           


