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“Joy, the Friend of Faith” 
1 Peter 1:6-9 

 

God Will Have the Last Word - A Study of 1 Peter 
 
Theme: Future glory makes present suffering celebrated.  
 

Outline: 
 

I. The paradox of our suffering (v. 6).  
 

A. Suffering is puzzling (“Greatly rejoice [while] distressed by various trials”) 
 

1. Greatly rejoice 
 

2. Distressed by various trials 
 

B. Suffering is temporal (“though now for a season”) 
 

C. Suffering has significance (“necessary”) 
 

II. The purpose of our suffering (vv. 7, 8a). 
 

A. Suffering faith is proved faith (v. 7) 
 

B. Suffering faith is precious faith (v. 7) 
 

C. Suffering faith is praiseworthy faith (v. 7 [cf. 1 Peter 5:10-12]) 
 

D. Suffering faith is persistent faith (v. 8a) 
 

III. The product of our suffering (vv. 8b, 9). 
 

A. You greatly rejoice with joy . . . (v. 8b) 
 

B. You obtain the outcome of faith salvation . . . (v. 9) 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Although no one loves suffering, let us embrace it as part of God’s larger Story. 
2. Let us look through the shadow of suffering to the substance and love Him whom we 

cannot at this time see.  Here is the only answer to the why of our suffering. 
3. Let us realize our faith in God is more precious than gold. 

 


