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Date:  July 13, 2014 
Title:  “We Must Obey God” 
Text:  Acts 5:28; Misc. 
Theme: Humbling submitting to authority is the consequence of the gospel. 
 
Introduction:  
Obedience and submission, authority and hierarchy; these are the couplets of life.  
 
Peter’s Thought 
The gospel is so securing and so counter-cultural that our relationship with and response to 
authority is one of humility. Such a response is possible because the gospel assures us that God 
will have the last word. When we respond humbly to authority, we are humbling ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God. 
 
This is not without care. In the context of injustice brought about by unreasonable, unsaved, 
maliciousness, humility is difficult and can cause us to question whether or not God is actually 
in control, whether or not He really cares, or if our current circumstances are a part of His grand 
meta-narrative. Nevertheless, the apostle Peter assures us that God is in control of our moments 
and He cares for us personally. 
 
Our current situations and history testify to the difficulty of believing this. Our present study is 
to look at the Bible as a whole and consider submission.  Then to consider what our response 
is to be as we exercise ourselves in our cross-bought freedom. 
 
The Bible is clear; a consequence of the gospel is our freedom in Christ. This freedom, however, 
is not a license to selfish living, but the liberty to serve one another. Listen to how 1 Peter 2:16 
states this idea. 
 

• Holman Christian Standard Bible 
As God's slaves, live as free people, but don't use your freedom as a way to conceal evil. 
 

• English Standard Version 
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 

 
The apostle Peter tells us that our submission under human institutions, masters, spouses, and 
local church leaders is an act of humility. Such humility is ultimately before God’s sovereignty. 
Our desire in this study is to trace several biblical narratives of those who submitted themselves 
under the mighty hand of God (1 Pet. 5:5, 6). 
 
Peter establishes a basic principle concerning those in leadership. They could be “foolish,” (1 
Pet. 2:15), their requests could be “unreasonable,” (1 Pet. 2:18) “unjust,” (1 Pet. 2:19), the leaders 
themselves could be “unbelievers,” (1 Pet. 3:1), “evil, and insulting” (1 Pet. 3:9).  All of this is 
exactly what Jesus faced and this is the example of one whose behavior was excellent by not 
giving in to His fleshly desire to push back.  He could have called legions of angels to come to 
His defense (Matt. 26:53).  Like Jesus, we must say, “Father, if it is possible, deliver me from 



2 

 

 

this evil.  Nevertheless, if it is your will for me to suffer at the hands of the unjust let me 
continue to entrust my soul to you who will judge righteously” (Matt. 26:39).  This is why we 
pray, “Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13).  If He does lead us 
into temptation and chooses not to deliver us from evil and if it is His will for us to suffer, then 
let us patiently endure by entrusting ourselves to our faith creator (1 Pet. 4:19) who judges 
righteously (1 Pet. 1:17).   
 
The Storyline: 
 
We will consider six stories shaping our understanding of submission in the context of suffering 
for one’s faith. 
 
First, Job suffered under injustice. His injustice appears under the mystery of God’s sovereignty. 
Job’s story is fascinating in a dark and foreboding way. Job’s story tells us God is in control and 
works in ways that confuse and frighten. Satan is our adversary.  He involves himself in much 
of our suffering. The idea that God is controlling our temptation and testing is notable 
throughout the biblical text. We do not like thinking He is.  However, if not God then who? 
 
Job staggers the reader with his statement in Job 1:20, 21. 
 

• 20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 He 
said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the 
LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.” 22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he 
blame God. (Job 1:20-22) 
 

• 7 Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took a potsherd to scrape himself while he was sitting among the 
ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said 
to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not 
accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. (Job 2:7-10) 

 
Job went through a rough patch of questioning God and God responded by showing who He is 
and who Job is. It is similar in language with the apostle Paul where Paul says, “Who are you to 
question the craftsman?” Job teaches us that in the face of injustice we are to trust God. 
 
Second, Joseph suffered under injustice. Joseph suffered at the hands of his family and masters. 
Joseph had no control over the authorities in his life. He had choices to make, but he could not 
control those forces over him dictating his circumstances. When Joseph finally found himself in 
the power position, he did not seek revenge against his antagonists. Rather, he is famous for 
making the following statement. 
 

• 15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph bears a grudge against 
us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, 
saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, 17 'Thus you shall say to Joseph, "Please forgive, I beg 
you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong."' And now, please forgive 
the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 
Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, 



3 

 

 

but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 21 
So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and 

spoke kindly to them. (Gen. 50:15-21) 

 
Joseph was 17 years old when sold by his brothers into slavery. Thirteen years would pass before 
he would find favor before Pharaoh. Throughout the narrative, we read of his faith. His 
shunning of Potiphar’s wife and his faithfulness to work speak of his faith in God. I do not think 
for one moment that Joseph did not have his dark moments when he challenged God with his 
questions. Nevertheless, what Joseph learned in the light, he did not forget in the dark. 
 
Joseph believed God was in control of his moments, that God cared for him, and that his story 
was a part of God’s overarching Story. 
 
There is another category of submission noted and that is under human institutions. 
 

“The plain teaching of Romans 13 is that all governments in all places are to be honored and 

obeyed. Every ruler holds power by the sovereign will of God (Psalm 75:7; Daniel 2:21). New 

Testament examples of believers paying proper obedience and respect towards government 

authority include Luke 2:1-5; 20:22-25; and Acts 24:10 (see also 1 Peter 2:13-17).”1 

 

Like Peter in the New Testament, they submitted to their authorities even though they refused 

to violate their conscience. 

 
• But Peter and John answered them, “You yourselves judge which is right in God's sight, to obey you 

or to obey God.” (Acts 4:19, TEB) 
 

• “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name...” Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must 
obey God rather than men!” (Acts 5:28, NIV) 
 

“The moral question of whether one should obey when commands conflict with conscience was 
argued by Plato, dramatized in Antigone, and treated to philosophic analysis in every historical 
epoch. Conservative philosophers argue that the very fabric of society is threatened by 
disobedience, and even when the act prescribed by an authority is an evil one, it is better to carry 
out the act than to wrench at the structure of authority. Hobbes stated further that an act so 
executed is in no sense the responsibility of the person who carries it out but only of the authority 
that orders it. But humanists argue for the primacy of individual conscience in such matters, 
insisting that the moral judgments of the individual must override authority when the two are 
in conflict.”2 
 
“Adolf Eichmann was executed in 1962 for his part in organizing the Holocaust, in which six 
million Jewish people, as well as gypsies, communists and trade unionists were transported to 
death camps and murdered in Nazi Germany and surrounding countries under Nazi control. 
Eichmann was a logistical genius whose part in the Holocaust was the planning of the efficient 
collection, transportation and extermination of those to be killed.  At his trial in 1961, Eichmann 
expressed surprise at being hated by Jewish people, saying that he had merely obeyed orders, 
and surely obeying orders could only be a good thing. In his jail diary Eichmann wrote 'The 
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orders were, for me, the highest thing in my life and I had to obey them without question' 
(extract quoted in The Guardian, 12 August, 1999, p. 13).”3  
 
The next examples are inside of human institutions. The biblical text says this concerning 
governments. 
 

• 15 By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice. 16 By me princes rule, and nobles, All who judge rightly. 
(Prov. 8:15, 16) 

 

• 20 Daniel said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him. 21 
It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom 
to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding. 22 It is He who reveals the profound and hidden 
things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.” (Dan. 2:20-22) 

 

• This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers And the decision is a command of the holy ones, In 
order that the living may know That the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on 
whom He wishes And sets over it the lowliest of men. (Dan. 4:17) 

 

• 10 So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, 
and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it 
had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” (John 
19:10, 11) 
 

• Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God 
has established... Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 
will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword for nothing... This is why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their 
full time to governing. (Rom 13:1-6, NIV) 

 

• Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the 
supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 
those who do right. (1 Pet. 2:13-14, NIV) 

 
Although as citizens of this country, we can and should vote our convenience and conviction, 
we must not assume we are the final vote caster. God alone determines who is in office and He 
often uses the will of the people to place His person in office.  Acts 2:22-24 assures us that such 
men are not without culpability, but God moves the heart of the king. 
 

• 22 Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and 
wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know-- 23 this 
Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 
hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony 
of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. (Acts 2:22-24) 

 
The following examples are of those who submitted themselves under the human institution 
and embraced the consequences of their choices. 
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First, King David suffered under injustice with King Saul.  
 
“David not raising his hand to touch (harm physically) God’s anointed is used in 1 Sam.26:9, 11, 
and 23. Look at 1 Sam.26:11: tells us that David would not stretch his hand out to touch him 
(harm him); instead he sneaked up and took Saul’s spear and water jug. In verse 15 David 
rebukes Abner for not guarding Saul and says he deserved to die. Saul hears the commotion and 
comes out, and David rebukes Saul before all his troops, asking why he is pursuing David’s life 
since he is innocent -- that the king has come out to seek a flea. Saul then repented for his rash 
behavior and called himself a fool. David returned Saul’s possessions and said, “For the Lord 
delivered you into my hand but I would not stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed.” 
Notice what this means, not to bring physical harm. 1 Samuel 24:10 “Look, this day your eyes 
have seen that the LORD delivered you today into my hand in the cave, and someone urged me 
to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, 
for he is the Lord's anointed.” “And David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can 
stretch out his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless?”(1 Sam. 26:9) Saul was 
anointed as King over Israel he had a position of rulership that was soon to be over. Knowing 
he was next in line David refused to physically touch the king as God’s anointed and remove 
him from his position prematurely. It was God, not David who would remove Saul from his 
position (26:8-10).”4 
 
David recognized the authority above him and sought to honor it in keeping with the Lord’s 
larger purpose. 
 
Second, Hananiah [Shadrach], to Mishael [Meshach] and to Azariah [Abed-nego] suffered under 
injustice. Their peers set up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. They refused to bow before a 
false idol. Because of their choice, they were to be thrown into the furnace of fire. Listen how 
they respond to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 

• 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you 
an answer concerning this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, let it be 
known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have 
set up.” (Dan. 3:16-18) 

 
They believed God was worth the trouble. They believed God was able, but His will might be 
for them to suffer and die for the truth about themselves and about Jesus. They teach us that 
God does not always change our circumstances, but can enable us to live through our 
circumstances even if nothing changes. 
 
Third, Daniel suffered under injustice. His peers set Daniel up to fail and “caught” him praying. 
 

• 18 Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no entertainment was brought before 
him; and his sleep fled from him. 19 Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to 
the lions' den. 20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king 
spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, 
been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My 
God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch as I was found 
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innocent before Him; and also toward you, O king, I have committed no crime.” 23 Then the king was 
very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den and no injury whatever was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 The king then gave 
orders, and they brought those men who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them, their children 
and their wives into the lions' den; and they had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions 
overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 25 Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations 
and men of every language who were living in all the land: “May your peace abound! 26 I make a decree 
that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the 
living God and enduring forever, And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, And His dominion 
will be forever. 27 He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who 
has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” 28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of 
Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Dan. 6:18-28) 

 
Daniel became the victim of unscrupulous people. His resolve was set and he paid the 
consequences.  God delivered him. 
 
Fourth, those noted in Hebrews 11 suffered under injustice. 
 

• 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, 
so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, 
also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were 
put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and 
holes in the ground. 39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be 
made perfect. (Heb. 11:35-40) 

 
Friends, suffering for faith is not unusual. Nowhere does it say we are to push back against the 
injustice. 
 
“Romans 13 does not teach that Christians must always obey the governing authorities, no matter 

what. The one exception to the general rule of obedience is when man’s laws are in direct conflict 

with the plainly revealed law of God. Examples of God’s people practicing civil disobedience 

include Peter and John defying the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:19; 5:29), the Hebrew midwives refusing 

to practice infanticide (Exodus 1:15-17), Daniel ignoring the Persian law concerning prayer 

(Daniel 6:10), and Daniel’s friends refusing to bow to the king’s image (Daniel 3:14-18). So, as a 

general rule, we are to obey the government; the lone exception is when obeying man’s law 

would force us to directly disobey God’s law.”5 

 
It is of interest to note how the government has the power of the sword to reward good and 
punish evil, whereas the church has the keys of God’s kingdom. The two are not the same. King 
Jesus and His reign does not come on Air Force One. Neither is the church legislating moral 
behavior and enforcing such with the sword. As Christians who are citizens and have the liberty 
to vote, we vote the biblical worldview. As members of Christ’s church, we preach and teach 
what is biblically true without fear of outside persecution. We are not seeking to be politically 
correct but biblically honest. I pray the hope and change we desire is the hope of His coming 
and the change brought by His kingdom and NOT this idea of returning to our romanticized 



7 

 

 

view of American greatness in the world. I know we get “hot and bothered” by the apparent 
debacle our government makes of everything, but let us remember these wise words spoken by 
an unknown source, “If I thought hope and change could be legislated, I would have become a 
politician. But only Jesus can bring true hope and cause genuine change, so I become a 
preacher.” 
 
Friend, we hope and change because of the good news, we are all spreading the good news, and 
such news is not in our government or in the media. It is in Jesus. If your friends and family 
know you more for your political views than for your belief in Jesus, then you need to step back 
and really think about this issue. 
 
When we consider the forming of our own country the question confronting us is whether our 
founding fathers were just in their break from Great Britain and King George III. 
 
“If we seek to know whether there was an adequate biblical justification for the Revolution, we 
probably cannot give a very satisfactory answer because while there were many Christian 
patriots who supported the Independence movement, there were many Christian Tories who 
supported submission to Great Britain and many Christian pacifists who thought that war under 
any circumstances was wrong. In other words, Christians disagreed on whether the Revolution 
was a part of God’s will.”6 
 
Those who pushed against Great Britain acted within the Law. They did not seek to conquer 
Great Britain, but acted within their Laws to change the treatment given them by Law. In many 
ways, the apostle Paul used his Roman citizenship to address personal abuse. 
 

• But when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful 
for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?” (Acts 22:25) 
 

• When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, “What are you about to 
do? For this man is a Roman.” (Acts 22:26) 

 

• The commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” And he said, “Yes.” (Acts 22:27) 
 

• Therefore those who were about to examine him immediately let go of him; and the commander also was 
afraid when he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains. (Acts 22:29) 

 

• When this man was arrested by the Jews and was about to be slain by them, I came up to them with the 
troops and rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman. (Acts 23:27) 

 

• And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man might have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” (Acts 
26:32) 

 

What we need to see from the overarching Story of the Bible is how all narratives are shadows 
of the greater substance. Jesus suffered under injustice. Every story points to the Story. 
 
Job speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Joseph speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
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David speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Hananiah [Shadrach], to Mishael [Meshach] and to Azariah [Abed-nego] speak to the 
submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Daniel speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Hebrews 11:35-40 speak to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Peter speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
Paul speaks to the submission of Jesus to His heavenly Father. 
 
All point to Jesus. Think of what Jesus did. Think of what we must do. Just as Jesus, so also His 
people. 
 
Every one of these stories finds people submitting and suffering under injustice. It is of interest 
and value to see what they did and did not do when confronted by injustice.  
 
From this study, we see our first response is always one of submission and obedience. This, 
however, does not cover every area or answer every question. 
 
The question plaguing us is “do we ever have the responsibility to disobey?” In addition, “Do 
we have the responsibility to overthrow murderous administrations?” 
 
In response to the first question, “Do we ever have the responsibility to disobey?” The short 
answer is yes, we do have a responsibility to disobey when obedience to the authority violates 
clear biblical injunctions such as those found in the Ten Commandments. Joseph [moral purity], 
Daniel [worship], Shadrack, Meshack, and Abed-nego [worship], and Peter [ministry] all 
disobeyed based on the clear violation of the biblical text. All of them accepted the consequences 
of their choices which for all involved imprisonment and for some capital punishment. 
 
In response to the second question, “Do we have the responsibility to overthrow murderous 
administrations?” There is no short answer. In the bigger picture, God will overthrow the 
murderous rule of darkness and reclaim His Kingdom of light and life. Death and destruction 
will mark the exercising of His strong arm and establishing of His kingdom, but in the end, 
peace will forever reign. 
 
The establishing of His kingdom will come by Him alone. We are not bringing in His kingdom 
by force. This is where the crusades were horribly wrong. From our vantage point, the Christian 
church is not claiming land or overthrowing governments by force. Governments do this. 
Politicians do this, but the church of Jesus Christ does not do this. 
 
If attacked, do we have the biblical responsibility of protecting and/or defending life? Is this 
only a question of personal, or does it extends beyond the personal to national and global? 
 
This area goes into what is “just war.” Pastor John Piper has an excellent article on this entire 
idea written shortly after 9/11.  (http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/did-jesus-teach-pacifism) I 
commend this work to you. Our present study cannot pursue this thought. 
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I will, however, note how in my own thinking, I would defend myself and my family and you 
against the murderous intent of evil people. Although this is the role of the government on a 
state and federal level, when necessary and in their absence, I would take matters into my own 
hands. 
 
For example, if someone broke into my home and sought to harm my family, I would use 
whatever means necessary to stop the intruders from carrying out their evil intent. I care little 
for my possessions, but I will protect my family. 
 
For example, and although I wish this was farfetched, if someone came into this church and 
began shooting people, I [and others] would do what is necessary to stop the murderous intent 
of that individual. 
 
However, I draw a line between what I just described and what I would do if asked to forfeit 
faith in the face of death. Such scenarios exist in the context of hostile governments that confuse 
physical theocracies with a King Jesus theocracy. In the face of government persecution, I would 
not defend myself, but would hope to respond by laying down my life. In the first scenario, I 
am not under attack because of faith. In the second scenario, I am. 
 
Various scenarios will tax such thinking and our only hope in all situations is for God’s wisdom 
and strength to see us through the situation. In our circumstances, we seek to maintain three 
immutable truths. First, God is in control. Second, God cares for us all, regardless of which side 
we are on. Finally, this moment is part of a much larger picture. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Let me give you some thoughts about submitting to other people. 
 
1. First, submission is functional not ontological. It has nothing to do with who you are and 
with your identity. We are free people in Christ. No matter what your status is in society, 
nothing can alter this. 

2. Second, submission is an act of humility. It is a selfless act when you place yourself in the 
service of another. As free people, we live lives of humility. No one can say, “I’m free in 
Christ, therefore I do not need to submit/serve.” 

3. Third, submission on a horizontal level is only a shadow of the substance. No act of 
humility has its end in the horizontal. All acts of humility are under the mighty hand of 
God (1 Pet. 5:6).  

4. Fourth, rebellion to authority is never against the authority, but for the gospel. Such 
“rebellion” is non-compliance. Rebellion seeks to overthrow. Non-compliance simply 
does not carry out the malicious intent of the authority.  

5. Fifth, in not obeying the authority, you should embrace the consequences of your non-
compliance. You might lose all of your property, go to jail, or die. Such consequences are 
the result of believing Jesus in a world that is adversarial to the gospel. 

6. Finally, submission speaks the gospel (1 Pet. 3:15). 
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