
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 29, 2014 
Title:  “The Gospel Celebrating Church” 
Text:  1 Peter 5:1-5  
Theme: The gospel changes our relationship with and response to others within the local 

church. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“At all times, but especially during persecution, the people of God need good leadership. In 
His Divine wisdom, the Lord saw fit to organize His church in such a way that the condition 
He witnessed during His earthly ministry (‘like sheep having no shepherd’ - Mt 9:36) should 
not last for long. His plan calls for qualified men are to oversee local congregations. Such 
individuals are Elders whose responsibility is ‘shepherd the flock of God.’ In our text (1Pe 5:1-
4), we read of such men, and Peter's exhortation to them.” 
 
“Here is the beloved Apostle Peter instructing elders, pastors, shepherds. These are those 
responsible for the churches in Pontus, chapter 1 verse 1, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 
Bithynia. So this was written to numerous elders and pastors who had responsibility for large 
portions of the church in that part of the world. And Peter's primary command is in verse 2, 
‘Shepherd the flock of God...shepherd the flock of God.’ The word shepherd is the word poimen, 
poimeno, which means to shepherd, or to pastor, as we most often translate it. It's the verb...the 
noun form, poimen, is the word we translate shepherd and often translate pastor. Pastoral 
ministry comes then from shepherding as a model.”1 
 
Sometimes we struggle with the idea of local churches and pastors having oversight. Such 
oversight has authority and to such authority, the congregation is to submit. Peter notes this 
submission throughout (2:11-3:8). This text (as does the New Testament) speaks of the 
community in spiritual growth or discipleship. We tend to see our relationship with God as very 
individualistic. Yet the New Testament speaks of coming to Christ individual, but for 
community. There can be no “one another” apart from community. 
 
As Elders, we believe everyone needs to be under the authority of a local church and its 
leadership. The New Testament knows no other model.  Regardless of what our relationship 
is, the Elders are accountable for the stewarding of this congregation before God. Notice the 
following passages. This is the intent of 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17 and Hebrews 
13:7, 17. 
 

• But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 

charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction (1 Thess. 5:12) 
 

• The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching. (1 Tim. 5:17) 
 

• 7 Remember those who led [hegeomai] you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result 
of their conduct, imitate their faith. . . 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch 
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[hegeomai] your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for 
this would be unprofitable for you. (Heb. 13:7, 17) 

 
Our text describes how the leadership is to conduct itself as it exercises this rule, oversight. It 
describes what a gospel celebrating local church looks like. Again, this text sits inside the larger 
context of submission in suffering. There can be no heavy handedness, but tenderness and 
compassion. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“The churches to which Peter wrote were facing intense persecution (‘fiery ordeal,’ 4:12). Such 
trials test the cohesiveness and strength of a church. It focuses primarily on the elders, since 
strong pastoral leadership is essential. There is also a word to the rest of the flock. And, the 
whole process must be wrapped in what is arguably the chief Christian virtue, humility.”2 
 
We will follow the flow of the text by noting four thoughts. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. In a gospel celebrating church, Elders shepherd the flock of God (vv. 1- 2a). 

 
• 1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 

a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but 
with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the 
flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (1 Pet. 5:1-4) 

 
This text tells us the Elders serve the people by exercising rule over the people. As Elders, they 
serve the Lord by serving the people by leading the people. He highlights three thoughts. He 
states the negative and then the positive. 
 
We will not take the time to trace this thought through the New Testament, but Elders (v. 1) and 
Pastors (v. 2) are the same. We might draw distinctions in function because of skill sets or the 
charisma (4:7-11), but we cannot separate the office. Thus, the Elders of WBC are pastors and 
the Pastor is an Elder. 
 
Notice how the Elders are eyewitnesses of suffering. They are a part of the people. They are not 
ontologically above, but in front, with, and under the people they serve. 
 

A. Not under compulsion, but [alla] voluntarily, according to the will of God (v. 2c); and  
B. Not for sordid gain, but [alla] with eagerness (v. 2d);  

 
The form of this word is only here, but the same word family is in three other places and all of 
them are in the pastoral letters. 
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• Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; (1 Tim. 
3:3, KJV) 
 

• Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy 

lucre; (1 Tim. 3:8, KJV) 
 

• For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, 
no striker, not given to filthy lucre; (Titus 1:7, KJV) 

 
This is straightforward.  If you are in ministry for financial gain, then you are in the ministry 
for the wrong reason. Unlike other “careers,” where there might exist certain structures enabling 
one to move up various financial ladders and amenity packages, the pastorate/ministry as a 
whole typically does not have such structures in place. Notice the contrast between “filthy lucre” 
and the “glory” awaiting them at the return of Jesus (5:4). 
 
To this church’s credit, the leadership and the people treat us well. On behalf of my wife and 
me, thank you. You keep us from having this an issue.  
 
The word for “eager” is only here. Another form of the word occurs three times in the New 
Testament. 
 

• Matt. 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. (Matt. 26:41, KJV) 
 

• Mark 14:38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 
(Mark 14:38, KJV) 
 

• Rom. 1:15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. (Rom. 1:15, 
KJV) 

 
With those in leadership, there should be a notable eagerness to serve the church. Volunteerism 
among the Elders ought to be high. For example, I know who attends here. Equally so, you 
should know who the Elders are of this fellowship.  
 

C. Nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but [alla] proving to be 
examples to the flock (v. 3). 

 
It is sometimes easy to note the negative. However, what does this text tells us about good 
leaders? First, it is their desire to serve the flock (cf. 1 Tim. 3:1). They actually have a heart for 
the work.  Second, they are not in it for the money. It is not necessarily a career where they 
climb up a corporate ladder. Now, please do not think Pastors are financially broke. There are 
those, however, who think Pastors or Christian Ministers are to be poor. This is unfortunate.  
Third, although they have a role of leading the people they are still of the people. Fourth, 
Pastors should be examples of the Christ-life. Pastors and Elders should be above reproach.  
Finally, no pastor has ultimate authority over anyone or anything. God is the ultimate authority 
in every local church and over every area of life (v. 4). 
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Yet what does oversight imply? 
 

• Feed the flock (John 21). Word-based shepherding. 

• Protect the flock (Acts 20:28; John 10). Warn against the wrong and pray. 
 
This brings us to our second thought. 
 
II. In a gospel celebrating church, the congregation submits to the oversight of the Elders 

(v. 5a) 
 

• You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility 

toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. (1 
Pet. 5:5) 

 
We have already noted how Peter uses the word submit extensively. 
 

• Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; (1 
Pet. 2:13, KJV) 
 

• Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
(1 Pet. 2:18, KJV) 
 

• Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; (1 Pet. 3:1, KJV) 
 

• For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being 

in subjection unto their own husbands: (1 Pet. 3:5, KJV) 
 

• Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made 

subject unto him. (1 Pet. 3:22, KJV) 
 

• Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. (1 Pet. 5:5, KJV) 

  
Does this text tell us to submit to the Elders of local churches? Why Peter would call us to submit 
to every human institution, to our unreasonable employers, to our unbelieving spouses and not 
to the local church leadership does not make sense. If we understand the gospel, submission 

is not a problem. The gospel is not about the individual, but the community. There can be snags 
along the way, but the principle and practice of submitting to authority is not an issue. 
 
“Submission does not mean mute acceptance of decisions. There is a place for expressing 
disagreement and voicing concerns. But submission is primarily an attitude of respect and a 
recognition of rank. If the elders go against a clear principle of Scripture, then the flock is 
responsible to appeal to them based upon the Word. If an elder is violating Scripture, he should 
be removed from office, since no human authority transcends God’s authority. But normally, 
the flock needs to submit to and cooperate with the elders as they seek to follow the Lord’s 
will for His church (Heb. 13:17). I fear that we, in democratic America, have gotten away from 
this important biblical principle of proper authority and submission in the local church.”3 
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Much of our tension with leadership is not doctrinal, but practical or pragmatic. We simply do 
not like what the leadership is doing or about to do or failing to do. Somehow, every fellowship 
needs to focus on Jesus and allow Him to be what binds their hearts and mission together. 
 
This brings us to our third thought. 
 
III. In a gospel celebrating church, mutual submission exists between the Elders and the 

congregation (v. 5b) 
 

• younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. (1 Pet. 5:5) 

 
It is of interest to read 1 Peter 4:7-11 in the context of the local church community. Each member 
has a special gift [or charisma] from God. The gift is to serve one another. The Elders have a 
charisma and they are to use their charisma in serving the church. In 4:11, “The point of the 
doxology is that the ministry of Christians to one another counts as authentic worship toward 
God as well, if it is done with ‘words from God’ or ‘out of the strength God provides.’”4 
 
The word “clothe” [egkomboomai] is used only here. 
 
“’Clothe’ is a unique word that referred to an apron which a servant would put on before doing 
his tasks. No doubt Peter was recalling Jesus taking the towel and girding Himself as He washed 
the disciples’ feet. Humility (lit., ‘lowliness of mind’) is the robe with which we all must gird 
ourselves. So far as I know, the Bible never exhorts us to think more highly of ourselves than we 
do or to improve our self-esteem, as we’re being told to do by [many]. But it often tells us that 
we need to humble ourselves.”5 
 
Humility is a sign of new birth in Christ. Arrogance, self-sufficiency, and pride are part of first 
birth in Adam. Again, you might need to put off your arrogance, but you cannot be identified 
by such things and consider yourself born again. 
 
Finally, glory is the design and destiny of the local church. 
 
IV. In a gospel celebrating church, glory follows suffering (vv. 1, 4b) 

 
• 1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 

a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, . . . 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory. (1 Pet. 5:1, 4) 

 

Peter uses “glory” extensively. 
 

• so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by 
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; (1 Pet. 1:7) 
 

• and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, (1 Pet. 1:8) 
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• who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. (1 Pet. 1:21) 
 

• For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS 
WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, (1 Pet. 1:24) 
 

• Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as 
one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 4:11) 
 

• but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of 
His glory you may rejoice with exultation. (1 Pet. 4:13) 
 

• If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you. (1 Pet. 4:14) 
 

• Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, (1 Pet. 5:1) 
 

• And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (1 Pet. 5:4) 
 

• After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. (1 Pet. 5:10) 

 
Glory appears to be synonymous with praise and honor in 1 Peter 1:7. Glory appears to be tied 
to worship in 1 Peter 1:8. At the appearance of Jesus, God will thoroughly straighten all injustice, 
the believer will have inexpressible joy and immeasurable delight (4:13; cf Ps. 16:11; Zephaniah 
3:14-20 [one of my “newest” hidden gems). This joy is, however, future. Our Lord’s resurrection 
from the dead causes Him to receive glory (1 Peter 1:21). The intrinsic value of an object is its 
glory (1 Peter 1:24). Spirit generated service glorifies Jesus and is rightly His (4:11). With Jesus 
comes glory (4:13; 5:1). Suffering is glorious (4:14). His people receive glory when He appears 
(5:4). God will bring about the glory that follows suffering (5:10). 
 
Jesus is glorious. His appearance is thus glorious. His people partake of this glory at His 
appearance. Just as glory followed suffering for our Lord, so also shall glory follow suffering for 
His people. 
 
Michaels commenting on 1 Peter 1:7 notes, “There is a certain ambiguity in the three unmodified 
nouns. Yet the priority is clear. Peter has in mind explicitly [emphasis his] the praise, glory, and 
honor that God bestows on his servants, and only implicitly the praise, glory, and honor that is 
his in the act of giving. These three terms inevitably suggest the notion of reward. They are not 
‘prizes’ awarded on the basis of merit but simply the eschatological equivalent of ‘genuine 
faith’ itself [Emphasis added].”6 
 
There is always talk about earning a crown or losing a crown. Such talk in the New Testament 
is limited. The emphasis some put on such things is unequal to the space provided. Notice the 
following passages speaking to the idea of crown. 
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• Crown of thorns (Matt. 27:29; Mark 15:17; John 19:2, 5) 

• An incorruptible crown versus a corruptible crown (1 Cor. 9:25)  

• People are Paul’s crown (Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19). The thought of them being with him at 

the revelation of Jesus is glorious. 

• Crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8) given for loving His appearance. 

• Crown of life (Jas 1:12; Rev. 2:10) for loving Christ above one’s own life 

• Crowns can be lost through apostasy (Rev. 3:11) 

• Crown of twelve stars (Rev. 12:1) worn by the woman (Israel) 

• Crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4 {does not fade away / incorruptible}) for Elders 

• Crowns of gold worn by the Elders (Rev. 4:4, 10) who cast their crowns before the 

throne 

• A crown worn by the one who rides the white horse (Rev. 6:2) 

• Crowns like gold (Rev. 9:7) worn by the locusts in imitation of those worn by God’s 

Elders and the Son of man 

• Crown of gold (Rev. 14:14) worn by the Son of man 

 

Of the crowns, three are noteworthy. Of the three, only one appears to be “gift” specific. An 

argument could be made that glory in 1 Peter 5:4 and gold in Revelation 4:4 and 10 are the 

same crowns. One could perhaps argue that righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8), life (James 1:12; Rev. 

2:10) and glory are synonymous and speak of one’s allegiance to the person and work of Jesus 

Christ (i.e. their confession of faith in His person and work). Thus, if one abandons faith, they 

lose their crown (Rev. 3:11).  However, I should not track this thought too far. Let us continue. 
 

Michaels continues to comment on this idea of glory in 1 Peter 1:21. 
 
“The only other NT reference to God the Father ‘giving glory’ to Jesus is John 17:22, where it 
seems to refer quite generally to the mission of Jesus in the world. In 1 Peter, however, ‘glory’ 
belongs to the epistle’s characteristic vocabulary, while ’raising from the dead’ does not.  Peter 
links the ’sufferings’ and ‘glory’ of Jesus Christ as a contrasting pair in much the same way that 
Paul contrasts his death and resurrection (1:11; 4:13; 5:1). The phrase ‘gave him glory,’ therefore, 
defines for the readers the significance of ‘raised him from the dead.’ The ‘glory’ (i.e. vindication, 
or demonstration of divine favor) given to Jesus as his resurrection is the glory they are waiting 
to see revealed (4:13; 5:1, 4) even as they suffer ridicule for the sake of his name (4:14).”7 
 
Although the Elders are to receive the crown of glory, I do not believe this is different from any 
glory the believing receive at the coming of Jesus. When we are changed into His image (1 John 
3:1, 2), it is glory. 
 
“The other uses of ‘glory’ in 1 Peter make it clear, in fact, that the ‘crown of glory’ promised here 
is not for elders alone, but for all who share in the Christian hope. The elders will receive their 
‘crown’ like everyone else in the congregation, for doing what they are called to do (cf.3:9).”8 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
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1. Thus, I exhort my fellow elders to shepherd God’s flock.   
2. I exhort the church: Be subject to your elders. 
3. I exhort us all: Put on the servant’s apron of humility. That is the description of a gospel 
celebrating local church. 
 

 

1 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/80-297  
2 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-22-prescription-healthy-church-1-peter-51-5  
3 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-22-prescription-healthy-church-1-peter-51-5 
4 J. Ramsey Michaels, WBC, 1 Peter, 49:252. 
5 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-22-prescription-healthy-church-1-peter-51-5 
6 J. Ramsey Michaels, WBC, 1 Peter, 49:31. 
7 J. Ramsey Michaels, WBC, 1 Peter, 49:69, 70. 
8
 J. Ramsey Michaels, WBC, 1 Peter, 49:69, 287. 

                                                           


