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Date:  June 22, 2014 
Title:  A Theology of Suffering 
Text:  1 Peter 4:12-19 
Theme: Suffering has significance and identifies the sufferer as God’s own possession.  
 
Introduction:  
 
“Many atheists deny the existence of God based on the evil, pain, and suffering they observe in 
the world.  The simple logic: (1) A good and loving God wouldn’t allow evil, pain, and 
suffering in His world. (2) Evil, pain, and suffering exist in our world. (3) Therefore, God doesn’t 
exist.  But does this logic really work? On what objective basis is the atheist defining “evil,” 
“pain,” and “suffering”?  If the entire cosmos is nothing but the long-term result of an initial 
cosmic accident, then we have no universal standard for comprehending right and wrong. If the 
atheist rejects any type of objective standard for evil, how can he use the so-called “problem of 
evil” to deny the existence of God? Similarly, without a transcendent plumb line (a “true north”) 
to define what “evil,” “pain,” and “suffering” really are, how can the atheist reject God 
(condemn God) for things that don’t really exist?”1  
 
One’s Worldview matters. One’s worldview answers the question, “How one understands 
the meaning of life. Who is in CONTROL?” 
  

INVICTUS  
William Ernest Henley  
(Humanist) 

Out of the night that covers me,  
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,  
I thank whatever gods may be  
For my unconquerable soul.  
   
In the fell clutch of circumstance  
I have not winced nor cried aloud.  
Under the bludgeonings of chance  
My head is bloody, but unbowed.  
   
Beyond this place of wrath and tears  
Looms but the Horror of the shade,  
And yet the menace of the years  
Finds and shall find me unafraid.  
   
It matters not how strait the gate,  
How charged with punishments the scroll,  
I am the master of my fate;  
I am the captain of my soul. 
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There is something paradoxical to the statement made by Peter and sustained by others. James 
states it as follows, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance” (James 1:2, 3). Like Peter, James 
understands there is significance and purpose behind our suffering. Apart from a biblical 
worldview, we are to avoid suffering. It has no purpose or profit. Yet such is not the case. 
Suffering is part of God’s will and through suffering glory follows. 
 
“It isn't strange for people who have lived long enough to realize what Paul Brand, the 
missionary surgeon to India wrote in his book: Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants. ‘I have come to see 
that pain and pleasure come to us not as opposites but as Siamese twins, strangely joined and 
intertwined. Nearly all my memories of acute happiness, in fact, involve some element of pain 
or struggle. (Christianity Today, Jan. 10, 1994, p. 21).’ I have never heard anyone say, ‘The deepest 
and rarest and most satisfying joys of my life have come in times of extended ease and earthly 
comfort.’ Nobody says that. It isn't true. What's true is what Samuel Rutherford said when he 
was put in the cellars of affliction: ‘The Great King keeps his wine there’—not in the courtyard 
where the sun shines. What's true is what Charles Spurgeon said: ‘They who dive in the sea of 
affliction bring up rare pearls.’”2 
 
As with any passage of Scripture, we need to ask ourselves why Peter wrote this paragraph.  
What is his intended meaning? 
 
There is coming a day of revelation (2:12; 4:5, 13, 17).  This appears to be a consistent theme 
throughout 1 Peter. 
 
Compare 4:14, 15 with 3:17. This appears to be a consistent theme throughout 1 Peter. 
 
The fiery trial literally is “’the burning.’ The metaphor is old, but noble; it represents the 
Christians at Pontus as having fire cast upon them for the trying of their faith, as gold is tried by 
fire, 1Pe 1:7, to which the apostle alludes.”3 He is not speaking metaphorically, but literally. This 
seems to be the literal burning many faced Christians during this period.  
 
“The word rendered fiery trial (purwsei) occurs only here and in Re 18:9,18; in both of which 
latter places it is rendered burning. It means, properly, a being on fire, burning, conflagration; 
and then any severe trial. It cannot be demonstrated from this word that they were literally to 
suffer by fire, but it is clear that some heavy calamity was before them.”4 
 
“He is infamously known as the Emperor who "fiddled while Rome burned"[6] and as an early 
persecutor of Christians. He was known for having captured Christians to burn them in his 
garden at night for a source of light.[7] This view is based on the writings of Tacitus, Suetonius, 
and Cassius Dio, the main surviving sources for Nero's reign.”5 
 
“Such indeed were the precautions of human wisdom. The next thing was to seek means of 
propitiating the gods, and recourse was had to the Sibylline books, by the direction of which 
prayers were offered to Vulcanus, Ceres, and Proserpina. Juno, too, was entreated by the 
matrons, first, in the Capitol, then on the nearest part of the coast, whence water was procured 
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to sprinkle the fane and image of the goddess. And there were sacred banquets and nightly 
vigils celebrated by married women. But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, 
and the propitiations of the gods, did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the 
result of an order. Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted 
the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the 
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during 
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the 
first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every 
part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made 
of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, 
not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort 
was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and 
perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly 
illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was 
exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a charioteer or 
stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary 
punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, 
but to glut one man's cruelty, that they were being destroyed.”6 
 
“The Burning” 
 
“Throughout Christian history, across all traditions of Christianity, and in every part of the 
world, some 70 million Christians have been murdered for their faith and hence are called 
martyrs.”7   
 
“Martyrdom is a consistent feature of church history and occurs in every Christian tradition and 
confession. All of the 10 largest martyrdom situations occurred in the second millennium of the 
Christian faith. The rate of martyrdom across the world throughout the ages has been a 
remarkably constant 0.8 percent. One out of every 120 Christians in the past has been martyred, 
or in the future is likely to so be.”8   
 
“Over the 20 centuries of the Christian faith, some 70 million Christians have been murdered for 
that faith and hence are called martyrs. And this number continues to grow in the new 
Millennium as over 400 new martyrs are being killed every day.”9  
 
“In two millennia of Christian history, about 70 million faithful have given their lives for the 
faith, and of these, 45.5 million -- fully 65% -- were in the last century.”10 
 
More Christians were martyred in the 20th century than in all previous centuries combined 
171,000 Christians were martyred in 2005 [Int. Journal of Missionary Research] 
 
It is estimated that currently over 200 million Christians are being persecuted worldwide.11 
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Nigeria: In 2010 Christians suffered terror from Muslim extremists. Whole village massacred 
Iran: Its parliament believes Muslims who change their faith should be put to death 
India: up to 70,000 in Orissa have been forced to flee their homes in riots against Christians 
Indonesia: Between 2000-2002 Muslims slaughtered 10,000 Christians.12  
 
Iraq: half of Iraq’s Christians have fled the country since the fall of Saddam Hussein.13 
 
Literally hundreds of thousands of people today are being killed, brutalized, sold as slaves, 
imprisoned, tortured, threatened, discriminated against and arrested solely because they refuse 
to renounce or hide their faith in Jesus Christ.14  
 
The way the NASB reads in verse 13 makes it sound like the glory you receive is in proportion 
to the degree you suffer. Much suffering, much glory. Little suffering, little glory. This, however, 
is not the case. 
 
“Life is … Empty” 
“Jean-Paul Sartre said that life is an empty bubble, floating on the sea of nothingness. On his 
deathbed he admitted that his philosophy of atheism turned out to be unlivable. 
Albert Camus commented that death is philosophy's only problem.”15 
 
Outline: 
 
Five reasons why we can rejoice in suffering and why suffering is a blessing. 
  

I. Suffering is not surprising (v. 12a) 
 

• Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 
though some strange thing were happening to you; (1 Pet. 4:12a) 

 
We take no joy in the suffering, but we understand there is a bigger Story told. If we are not to 
be surprised, then something is planned and intentional. 
 
“Not a Surprise but a Plan. Keep on rejoicing because the suffering is not a surprise but a plan. 
It isn't strange. It isn't absurd. It isn't meaningless. It is purposeful. It is for your testing. Look at 
verse 19: ‘Let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator.’ ‘According to God's will.’ Suffering is not outside the will of God. It is in God's will. 
This is true even when Satan may be the immediate cause. God is sovereign over all things, 
including our suffering, and including Satan.”16 
 
“Do not be surprised,” but “Keep on rejoicing” (verses 12 and 13). Suffering should not take the 
Christian by surprise. Old Testament saints such as Job and Joseph suffered, and virtually all 
the Old Testament prophets suffered (Matthew 5:12; Acts 7:51-53). Jesus taught that His 
followers would suffer (Matthew 5:10-12; 10:22, 24-25; Mark 13:9-13; Luke 6:40; 21:12-19; John 
15:18-21; 16:1-4), and He Himself suffered, setting an example for us to follow (1 Peter 2:21-25). 
The apostles and many in the early church suffered, and they taught that we too should expect 
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suffering (Acts 4 and 5; 9:16; 14:22; 2 Corinthians 1:5-7; Philippians 3:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4; 2 
Timothy 3:12; Hebrews 10:32-34; James 1:1-4; 1 John 3:13). Still further, we are to consciously 
choose the path of suffering (1 Peter 4:1).”17 
 
      1. A point Peter stresses twice in this verse 
         a. “do not think it strange” 
         b. “as though some strange thing happened to you” 
      2. It is something other Christians were experiencing at that time as well – 1 Peter 5:9 
      3. Jesus warned His disciples of hard times to come - John 15:18-21 
      4. Why does God allow such things to happen? 
 

II. Suffering has significance (vv. 12b-14) 
 

• 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 
though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. (1 
Pet. 4:12-14) 

 
The suffering faced tests us. Nevertheless, to what end is this testing? Testing authenticates faith. 
To what or to whom do we turn in our time of testing? Peter is careful to always couple suffering 
with glory.  
 

• 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by 

fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though 
you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you 
greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory. (1 Pet. 1:7, 8, NAS95) 
 

• seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the 
sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. (1 Pet. 1:11, NAS95) 

 

• who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. (1 Pet. 1:21, NAS95) 

 

• 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation 
of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. (1 Pet. 4:13, 14, NAS95) 

 

• Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, (1 Pet. 5:1, NAS95) 

 

• After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. (1 Pet. 5:10, NAS95) 

 
We should fully expect to suffer for our faith. 
 

• These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 
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• 21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra 
and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in 
the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:21, 22) 

 

• 10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, 
and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, 
and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted. (2 Tim. 3:10-12) 

 
Suffering for the gospel is a consequence of living in a world under the serpent’s seed. Yet the 
outcome of our suffering is glory. Because this is true, we can rejoice (v. 13) and because of the 
glory to follow, we are blessed (v. 14). 
 
The way the NASB reads in verse 13 makes it sound like the glory you receive is in proportion 
to the degree you suffer. Much suffering, much glory. Little suffering, little glory. This, however, 
is not the case. 
 

• New International Version 
But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. 

• New Living Translation 
Instead, be very glad--for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have 
the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 

• English Standard Version 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 

• King James Bible 
But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

 
He will thoroughly straightened all things at His return (Heb. 9:8-14). Notice how the other 
translations put the BUT REJOICE at the front end. The “but” is alla and is a strong contrasting 
conjunction. Do not be surprised or think it strange, BUT REJOICE and consider yourself 
BLESSED. This verse is not calling into question whether or not you will be glad at His coming. 
This verse assures us that because we suffer, we will also experience glory. 
 
      1. Just as fire tests gold, so our faith is tested by persecution - cf. 1 Peter 1:6-7 
      2. This is why God allows the devil to bring such persecution (remember Job?) 
      3. Moreover, just as God blessed Job after his trials, so He will bless us! - cf. 1 Peter 5:10 
 
“Keep on rejoicing,” what kind of twisted thinking speaks of rejoicing in our suffering? Yet, this 
is the power of the gospel. The gospel changes our relationship with and response to suffering. 
It is for this reason Peter says the suffering are blessed (1 Peter 3:14). It is for this reason James 
calls us to “count it all joy” (James 1:2). 
 
“That, when his glory shall be revealed. At the day of judgment. See Barnes for Mt 26:30.  Ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy. Being admitted to the rewards which he will then confer 
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on his people. Comp. 1Th 2:19. Every good man will have joy when, immediately at death, he is 
received into the presence of his Saviour; but his joy will be complete only when, in the presence 
of assembled worlds, he shall hear the sentence which shall confirm him in happiness forever.”18 
 
“If ye are reproached (ei oneidizesthe). Condition of first class assumed as true with ei and 
present passive indicative of oneidizô, for which verb see Jas 1:5.”19 The NLT captures this idea. 
 

• New Living Translation 
So be happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you. 

 
Some suggest we could use the word “since” for “if.” However, the idea is this, “When you are 
insulted for the gospel, consider yourself blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you.” Remember, we assume suffering.  
 

III. Suffering is sobering (vv. 15-18) 
 

• 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but 
if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time 
for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS 
IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER? (1 Pet. 4:15-18) 

 
Suffering shows us what we are. “Glorifying God means showing by your actions and attitudes that 
God is glorious to you—that he is valuable, precious, desirable, satisfying. And the greatest way to show 
that someone satisfies your heart is to keep on rejoicing in them when all other supports for your 
satisfaction are falling away. When you keep rejoicing in God in the midst of suffering, it shows that 
God, and not other things, is the great source of your joy.”20 
 
Everything in our text speaks of suffering and glory. Peter makes a distinction between suffering 
for sinful or stupid choices and suffering for the gospel. Verse 15 suggests even believers can 
commit such things. 
 

• New Living Translation 
If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people's 

affairs. 

• King James Bible 
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's 

matters. 

 
Moreover, the government is there to punish evildoers (1 Peter 2:14). 
 
The word Christian is here and in Ac 11:26; 26:28. 
 

• And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they 
assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioch. (Acts 11:26, KJV) 
 

• Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. (Acts 26:28, KJV) 
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• Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. (1 Pet. 
4:16, KJV) 

 
How could we conceivably rejoice at the judgment? It is only possible if we rest in the work of 
another. Peter offers three reasons to rejoice in persecution.  
 

a. It means glory in the future [“when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy”] 
 

b. It means blessing in the present [“blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you”]. 

 
c. It means Christ is glorified [“on your part He is glorified”] 

 
Peter brings something out that I find intriguing. The suffering of the righteous is the 
“judgment” of God (vv. 16, 17) 
 
Our Lord had predicted that, previously to the destruction of Jerusalem, his own followers 
would have to endure various calamities; see Mt 24:9, 21, 22; Mark 13:12, 13; John 16:2. 
 
The idea of judgment is one of testing something to determine its makeup, its character. God 
judges people and makes a determination. His “judgment” is “they are His possession” (1 Peter 
2:9). This judgment is an assessing; it is a verdict, a vindication. In suffering, God says, “These 
are mine.” It is the same principle noted in Hebrews 12. The “chastisement/discipline” of the 
believer for believing [Heb. 11] is suffering/persecution. Such suffering declares sonship.   
 
Remember 1 Peter 1:17-19? An impartial judge judges us according to our works.  If the work 
we bring is the product of our own hands (v. 18), we are lost.  If the work we bring is the 
product of another’s hands (v. 19), we are saved. 
 
To what or to whom will we turn to for our vindication in the Day of Judgment?  To what or to 
whom will we turn to for our justification, for our sanctification, and for our glorification?  
Friend, we cannot fail to see how 1:17; 2:12; 4:5, 13, 17, and 5:10 are all connected.  The 
“judgment” of God on the life of His people is, “They are mine!” 
 
Evil choices have evil consequences. Although Peter does not say this, he would tell you to stop, 
repent, and believe. By the way, those who are murderers, or thieves, or evildoers, or 
troublesome meddlers are not Christians. Christians are capable of such actions and some carry 
them out, but the will of God and not the lusts of the flesh (4:2) govern the people of God. Those 
who Peter speaks of with such language are in contrast to “Christian.” 
 
“Some think that meddling with those in public office is here intended, as if he had said: Meddle 
not with the affairs of state, leave public offices and public officers to their own master, strive to 
live peaceably with all men, and show yourselves to be humble and unaspiring.”21 
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Of what judgment is verse 17 speaking? 4:18 quotes Proverbs 11:31. Notice the parallel of 
language in Matthew 7:12-14 and Matthew 19:24. It is not impossible, only difficult! Again, we 
are to trust God in suffering for doing right (cf. 3:17). Again, suffering is God’s will. 
 
As the people of God, we are the household of God. If the Christians suffers for good, how much 
worse will be the judgment on those who suffer for wrong. 
 
If the outcome of the judgment determines whether God owns you, then the judgment is of the 
upmost importance. 
 
What conclusion might we come to in our suffering? Verse 19 speaks of entrusting ourselves to 
a faithful Creator who will keep His word and give us glory at His appearance. 
 

IV. The suffering are to surrender (v. 19) 
 

• Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 
in doing what is right. (1 Pet. 4:19) 

 
“Finally, keep on rejoicing because your Creator is faithful to care for your soul.”22 
 
“God is here represented as faithful, because he will always fulfil his promises, and withhold no 
good thing from them that walk uprightly.”23 
 
Peter references the will of God several times in this short Letter. 
 

• For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. (1 Peter 2:15) 
 

• For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is 
wrong. (1 Peter 3:17) 

 

• so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. (1 Peter 
4:2) 

 

• 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  6 For the gospel has for 
this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, 
they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. (1 Peter 4:5, 6) 

 

• shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; (1 Peter 5:2) 

 
I have always found how people talk about the will of God frustrating. Knowing God’s will is 
not complicated. Often, when people speak about the will of God it is in highly subjective and 
personal areas. Whom should I marry, what car, house, or purchase should I make, should I 
take this job, should I go to the mission field, etc.? In deciding these matters, we might look at 
the biblical text, but often it is a matter of the heart. We often make such decisions based on how 
we “feel.” We speak of “having peace” or of placing out a “fleece” [which I do not believe is 
right].  
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Let us consider this thought. His will operates on three levels. First, you have His decreed will. 
This is what we often refer to as His Story. Nothing we do or fail to do will stop His Story from 
happening. Second, you have His declared will. This is what we read of in the Bible. The easier 
area to make application is one of morality. Should we have sex outside of marriage? God says 
no. Should we be monogamous once married? God says yes. Therefore, if someone says, “I am 
a fornicator or I am an adulterer and it is God’s will,” we respond by saying, “No, you are 
delusional and will face the consequences of your choices.” Third, God’s directional will. Here 
is where we often find our biggest area of application. This is where all of the other questions 
actual fall. Our counsel is often, if you do not violate His declared will then do whatever you 
desire to do. Rest knowing what you are doing is God’s will. God’s story for you will look 
differently than God’s story for others. Yet both of those stories are inside of His one grand Story. 
  
By faith, they keep entrusting themselves to the one who judges righteously (v. 19). Is this not 
the same thought found in 1 Peter 2:23? Of course it is! For Peter’s sake, let us settle this for the 
last time. The means of persevering in the face of suffering is to keep entrusting yourself to a 
faithful Creator. 
 

MY CAPTAIN  
Dorothea Day  
(Christian) 

Out of the night that dazzles me,  
Bright as the sun from pole to pole,  
I thank the God I know to be  
For Christ the conqueror of my soul.  
   
Since His the sway of circumstance,  
I would not wince nor cry aloud.  
Under that rule which men call chance  
My head with joy is humbly bowed.  
   
Beyond this place of sin and tears  
That life with Him! And His the aid,  
Despite the menace of the years,  
Keeps, and shall keep me, unafraid.  
I have no fear, though strait the gate,  
He cleared from punishment the scroll.  
Christ is the Master of my fate,  
Christ is the Captain of my soul. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. If you find yourself caught from behind, may this truth bolster you up and empower your 
endurance. 

2. Your suffering has significance. There is a reason as to why you suffer. 
3. In your suffering, know that God is claiming you as His own. You suffering glorifies God.  
4. As you have begun, continue to surrender yourself to the faithful Creator who will keep 
His word. 

 

1 http://www.allaboutphilosophy.org/atheism-theism-and-the-problem-of-evil-faq.htm  
2 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/why-we-can-rejoice-in-suffering  
3
 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on 1 Peter 4:12. 
4 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 4:12. 
5 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero  
6 Tacitus Annals XV.44.  
7 http://www.gordonconwell.edu/resources/SP13-Martyrdom.cfm  
8 http://www.gordonconwell.edu/resources/SP13-Martyrdom.cfm  
9 http://www.gordonconwell.edu/resources/documents/wct_martyrs_extract.pdf  
10 http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/681473/posts  
11 http://erlc.com/issues/quick-facts/persecution/  
12 http://erlc.com/issues/quick-facts/persecution/  
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