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Date:  June 1, 2014 
Title:  “To Sum Up” 
Text:  1 Peter 3:8-12 
Theme: The gospel enables us to live at peace with one another. 
 
Introduction:  
As with any passage of Scripture, we need to ask ourselves why Peter wrote this paragraph. 
What is his intended meaning? The Christian church is to be at peace within itself. Just as we 
are to submit to every human institution (2:13), slaves to their masters (2:18), and spouses one 
to another (3:1, 7), so also are we as individuals to submit one to another in the local church.   
 
If we were to place ourselves in the context of suffering unjustly, we would find the situation 
stressful. The local Church as a place of rest could become a place of conflict and turmoil. These 
words are necessary. 
 
“What Peter has been doing since 2:13 is to give special words of guidance and teaching and 
encouragement to various groups of Christians in the churches of Asia Minor. In 2:13–17 he 
addressed Christians as citizens and told us how to relate to those in authority. In 2:18–25 he 
spoke to servants and told them how to relate to their masters. In 3:1–6 he spoke to Christian 
wives of unbelievers and showed them a way toward winning their husbands. And in 3:7 he 
spoke to husbands about living wisely and considerately with their wives. Peter's Words to All 
the Members of the Church. Now in today's text (3:8–12) Peter speaks to us as members of the 
church. We can see that in verse 8: "To sum up, let all be harmonious . . . etc." The "all" here 
means "all of you." Not: "all things," but all you Christians as you live together. As the NIV and 
RSV say, "Finally, all of you . . . " The issue here is not how to relate to civil authorities, or masters, 
or unbelieving husbands, or wives. The issue here is how to relate to each other in our life 
together as Christians.”1 
 
“Peter started this section way back in 2:11 with a general appeal to everyone: 1 Peter 2:11 (NIV) 
- Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, 
which war against your soul. He then proceeded to address believers in various roles in life ... 
citizens, servants, wives, and husbands. Now Peter returns to address everyone. 1 Peter 3:8 
(NIV) - Finally, all of you... Someone has observed that Peter is a typical preacher. He says, 
“Finally,” then he goes on for a lot longer. Actually, he’s just concluding this section that begins 
back in 2:11. Now as Peter dictates this letter to Silas, his brother in the Lord and helper, he has 
in mind Psalm 34. He quotes from it in vv.10-12. Some scholars believe that Psalm 34 was sung 
as a hymn in the early church, and it may have also been used as a kind of discipleship manual. 
That’s the beauty of singing rich songs; they provide for us a great study. What Peter is doing is 
that he is taking an OT text and teaching from it. Just hold your place there and turn back to the 
psalm Peter uses here. In that Psalm the psalmist addresses a particular category of people.”2 
 
The Psalms often speak of one’s enemies and suffering. They speak of theological confusion and 
emotional unrest. Yet, the Psalms often conclude with resolution and clarity. They find their 
resolution and clarity in God’s purpose and oversight. God invites the suffering Psalmist to trust 
Him and to rest in knowing He is in control. Peter’s use of Psalm 34 is intentional. It describes a 
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period when King Saul hunts David and David finds himself seeking refuge among his enemies. 
He is killing Philistines and now turns to the Philistines for relief. He is physically weary, 
emotionally drained, and spiritually taxed. He is making poor choices and having to do and say 
crazy things in order to survive. Out of this context, David pens Psalm 34. Just over one 
thousand years later, Peter uses Psalm 34 to comfort and encourage a church that finds itself in 
a similar situation.  
 
Peter speaks to the same idea found in Paul (Rom. 12:14, 17) and Jesus (Matt. 5:39). Verse 10 
provides the evidence as to why Peter stated what he did in verses 8 and 9. Notice how verse 12 
brings up the subject matter of prayer once more (2:7). God hears the prayers of the righteous, 
but the prayers of the unbelieving are an abomination (cf. Prov. 15:8, 26; 21:27; 28:9). What the 
Old Testament saint could not do, the New Testament saint does in Christ. The Old Testament 
believer lived a full life and loved God and the Word of God (Ps. 119:103). They delighted in 
attending the Temple and gladly brought sacrifice (Pss. 26:8; 27:4). Verses 10-12 compare and 
contrast the difference between those who by faith believe themselves to be sinners and Jesus 
the singular Savior and those who reject such truth and are disobedient to this Word. Verses 8 
and 9 speak of the response the believing have toward their persecutors, their spouses and 
toward their own church community. It is easy to fall apart under pressure and act the opposite 
of verse 8.   
 
Verses 8 and 9 show what slaves of Christ look like.   
 
Peter links election, citizenship, and conduct into one infused circle. There is no debate as to 
what comes first, “the chicken or the egg.” For Peter, God comes first, He chooses, and because 
of choosing, His people are aliens to this world’s fallen system. As such, they are in the world, 
but not of the world. Their conduct flows from this status as the chosen. Yet Peter, knowing 
deeply his own failure calls the people of God to live out their election by living like Jesus. The 
emphasis however, cannot be on what we do for Jesus. The emphasis must be on what Jesus did 
for us. He works through us. We live “law” because He fulfilled Law. We live lives marked by 
obedience because He obeyed fully. Inheriting the blessing is a consequence of calling. It is not 
a consequence of our conduct. 
 
Outline: 
 
Peter provides for us a description of what freedom looks like in the community of faith. The 
thought of submitting to injustice does not change inside the community of faith. What does 
excellent behavior look like in the church? What does abstaining from fleshly lusts look like in 
the church? What does it look like when we are not demanding our rights or telling others “they 
cannot tell us what to do?” 
 
How one approaches, the biblical text says a lot about how you view the gospel and the Christian 
life.  
 
“Do you read the Bible as a helpful tool in your climb up toward moral betterment or as the 
story of God coming down to broken, sinful people? In a very real way, our lives are defined by 
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how we answer that question. Specifically, our lives are defined either by a cross or by a ladder. 
The ladder symbolizes our ascension-our effort to ‘go up.’ The cross symbolizes God's 
descension-his coming down. So how do you read the Bible? Is the Bible a manual for living the 
ladder-defined life? Or is it the announcement of the one who came down and hung on a cross 
in order to rescue us from our efforts to make it on our own? God is not at the top of a ladder 
shouting, ‘Climb.’ He is at the bottom on a cross whispering, ‘It is finished.’”3 
 
Let us consider three areas of freedom’s overflow. Verse 8 states our freedom in a positive light. 
Verse 9 notes the negative. 
 

I. Freedom in Jesus lives at peace with others (v. 8) 
 
Whom is Peter referring to in the “all of you?” 
What is Peter’s primary idea in “not returning evil for evil?” 
 
When you have two kids arguing over nothing, it can drive you nuts. They are friends, they 
are brothers or sisters, and they act as if that sibling is their eternal enemy. 
 
3:8 to sum up [telos] = ending our thought.   
3:8 for [hoit] / the very purpose that [hina] 
 
Because we are free, we no longer have to climb over people to climb up to God. Jesus purchased  
our freedom. As slaves of God [i.e. slaves of righteousness, Romans 6], we are free to love 
without condition, accept without requirement, forgive without limit, bless without merit, and 
serve without reward. This is what grace looks like. This is what freedom in Christ looks like. 
 
Remember, this paragraph concludes what began in 2:11. The condition noted in verses 8 and 9 
is the result of the gospel. As free people, we can submit one to another and not always having 
to be first, or right, or served. 
 
Peter chooses five words to describe this freedom. Four of the five occur only here and the other 
is only in Ephesians 4:32. 
 

A. Jesus is harmonious [homophron] 
 
Only occurs here in the New Testament.  
 
“Likeminded homophron (homos, ‘the same,’ phren, ‘the mind’), occurs in 1 Pet 3:8, RV, 
‘likeminded’ (AV, ‘of one mind’). In Rom 15:5; Php 2:2, phroneo to auto, ‘to think the same 
thing,’ is translated, AV, ‘be likeminded’ (RV, ‘be of the same mind’).”4  
 
When everyone fixes their hope on the grace to be brought to them at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ (1:13), being of one mind is not problematic. 
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B. Jesus is sympathetic [sumpathes] 
 
This word is only here in the New Testament. 

 
“The Greek word sumpathes, συµ̟αθής (having a fellow-feeling ('sympathetic'); mutually 

commiserative) derived from the Greek word pathos, ̟άθος (disease; properly, suffering 

('pathos'); (subjectively) a passion (especially concupiscence)). Using the Greek prefix sun-, συν- 

derived from the Greek word sun, σύν (together; with or together; by association, 

companionship, process, resemblance, possession, instrumentality, addition, etc.).”5 

 
C. Jesus is brotherly [philadelphos] 

 
Used only here. 
 

D. Jesus is kindhearted [eusplagchnos], and  
 
Only used twice in the New Testament, here and in Ephesians 4:32. 
 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 
(Eph. 4:32) 

 
It is a compound word and literally means “spleen/bowels/intestines.” 
 
The King James Translation sought to retain its meaning. To the 21st century audience such 
language sounds comical. 
 

Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the 
midst, and all his bowels gushed out. (Acts 1:18) 
 
Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. (2 Cor. 6:12) 
 
For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:8). 
 
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 

bowels and mercies, (Phil 2:1) 
 
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; (Col. 3:12) 
 
For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, 

brother. (Philemon 1:7) 
 
Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: (Philemon 1:12) 
 
Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord. (Philemon 1:20) 
 
But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 

compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? (1 John 3:17) 
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The idea is deep-seated compassion. There is a strong affection for the individual. 
 
 E. Jesus is humble [philophron] in spirit; 
 
Used only here in New Testament. Has the idea of “friendly of mind.” 
 
Because Jesus is, you are. What is one to do if these are “sticking points?” Peter’s response is 
“abstain from fleshly lusts.” Paul would tell us to put it off and the author of Hebrews would 
encourage us to look to Jesus (Heb. 12:1, 2). All of these actions say the same thing. 
 
All of them are arguing for interaction within the community of faith. If you cannot love the 
church, how might you love the lost? The Apostle John says, “If you cannot love your brother, 
you do not love God.” 
 
Loving one another is at times difficult, but we are to love for Jesus loved. Peter states the 
positive and now notes the negative in verse 9. 
 

II. Freedom in Jesus speaks well in the face of evil and insult (v. 9) 
 
3:9 Not <me> rendering <apodidomi> evil <kakos> for <anti> evil <kakos>, or <e> railing 
<loidoria> for <anti> railing <loidoria>: but <de> contrariwise <tounantion> blessing 
<eulogia>;  
 
There is a parallel between our text and that found in 1 Peter 2:23 to describe the treatment 
received by our Lord and His response to it. 
 
What we are to do, HE DID. 
 
2:23 Who <hos>, when he was reviled <loidoreo>, reviled <antiloidoreo> not <ou> again 
<antiloidoreo>; when he suffered <pascho>, he threatened <apeileo> not <ou>; but <de> 
committed <paradidomi> himself to him that judgeth <krino> righteously <dikaios>: 
 
This is relationship based. No good happens when we respond in kind. Do not give back to evil, 
evil and to insult, insult. The word for insult is slander. A fleshly response to received flesh is 
bad. Where does this happen? It happens in the home and at the work place. 
 
The de is contrastively and highlights “contrariwise.” Contrariwise is in three passages. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:7 Adv-C 

GRK: ὥστε τοὐναντίον µᾶλλον ὑµᾶς 

NAS: so that on the contrary you should rather 
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KJV: So that contrariwise ye [ought] rather 

INT: so that on the contrary rather you 

 

Galatians 2:7 Adv-C 
GRK: ἀλλὰ τοὐναντίον ἰδόντες ὅτι 
NAS: But on the contrary, seeing 
KJV: But contrariwise, when they saw that 
INT: but on the contrary having seen that 
 

1 Peter 3:9 Adv-C 
GRK: ἀντὶ λοιδορίας τοὐναντίον δὲ εὐλογοῦντες 
NAS: but giving a blessing instead; for you were called 
KJV: but contrariwise blessing; 
INT: for railing on the contrary moreover blessing 
 
“tounantíon (from the neuter definite article 3588 /ho, and 1726 /enantíon, "the condition of being 
set against") – properly, the condition (situation) of being against ("on the contrary").”6 
 
This is really gospel life. This is what free people do in the face of evil and insult. The gospel 
does the exact opposite of the unbelieving.   
 
What is our response to our government officials (2:13)? What is our response to our 
“masters/employers” (2:18)? What is our response to our spouse (3:1, 7)? 
 
The word “blessing” is “eulogia.” It is the word from which we get “to eulogize” at a funeral 
service. Do you hear what this text is telling us? In the face of evil and insult, we speak peace to 
the person. Can we not hear echoes of Genesis 12:1-3 when God says to Abraham, “In you all 
the nations of the world will be blessed?” 
 
“Purpose clause with hina and the first aorist active subjunctive of klêronomeô, a plain reference 
to Esau, who wanted "to inherit the blessing" (Heb 12:17) after he had sold his birthright. 
Christians are the new Israel (both Gentiles and Jews) and are the spiritual descendants of Isaac 
(Ga 4:22).”7 
 
Because we have received love, we love. Because we have received forgiveness, we forgive. 
Because we have received blessings, we bless. We only give what we have received. We steward 
these “treasures.” 
 

III. Freedom in Jesus seeks peace and pursues it (vv. 10-12; Psalm 34) 
 
Here, Peter quotes Psalm 34. “For (gar). Reason for the entire exhortation in verses 1Pe 3:8, 9 and 
introducing in verses 1Pe 3:10-12 a quotation from Ps 34:13-17 with some slight changes.”8 
 
The historical context for Psalm 34 is stated in the first stanza, “1 <<A Psalm of David when he 
feigned madness before Abimelech, who drove him away and he departed. >> I will bless the 
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LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” 
 

10 Then David arose and fled that day from Saul, and went to Achish king of Gath. 11 But the servants of 
Achish said to him, “Is this not David the king of the land? Did they not sing of this one as they danced, 
saying, 'Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten thousands'?” 12 David took these words to heart 
and greatly feared Achish king of Gath. 13 So he disguised his sanity before them, and acted insanely in 
their hands, and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva run down into his beard. 14 Then 
Achish said to his servants, “Behold, you see the man behaving as a madman. Why do you bring him to 
me? 15 Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this one to act the madman in my presence? Shall this one 
come into my house?” (1 Sam. 21:10-15) 

 
“But Abimelech is not the person there mentioned; it was Achish, king of Gath, called here 
Abimelech, because that was a common name of the Philistine kings.”9 
 
“Achish; this was his proper name as an individual, while Abimelech, that is, king's father, was 
the common hereditary title. Compare the title of Ps 34:1-22 and Ge 20:2; 26:1.”10 
 
“This was the worst place to which he could have gone: it was the very city of Goliath, whom 
he had slain, and whose sword he now wore; and he soon found, from the conversation of the 
servants of Achish, that his life was in the most imminent danger in this place.”11 
 
“Because he wore Goliath's sword, which, we may suppose, was well known in Gath, and with 
which he had reason to expect they would cut off his head, as he had cut off Goliath's with 
it.”12 
 
Who would have thought God’s anointed king would be on the run from his friend and find 
himself looking for protection in the company of his enemies? Is not the providence of God 
mysterious? Yet God is in control and we can conduct ourselves accordingly. 
 
3:10 for [gar] = result, result 
3:10 cites Psalm 34:12 
3:11 cites Psalm 37:27 
3:12 cites Misc. passages 
 
Does evil has intrinsic demerit. 
Does righteousness have intrinsic merit? 
 
Psalm 34 is rather lengthy. We will only note the section Peter quotes. 
 

• Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. (Ps. 34:11) 
 

• 12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good? 13 Keep your tongue 
from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the LORD 
is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. (Ps. 34:12-16) 
 

• 17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is near 
to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
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But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 20 He keeps all his bones, not one of them is broken. 21 Evil shall 
slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 22 The LORD redeems the soul of 
His servants, and none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. (Ps. 34:17-22) 

 
Notice how the King James captures the request/invitation tone of this text. 
 

A. For [gar / reason] he that will love life, and see good days,  
 
If you want to hate your life and fill your days with trouble, then behave like an unregenerate 
and you will reap the consequences of your actions. The following three lines are perhaps in 
parallel. The one who refrains and eschews is seeking peace. 
 

1. let him refrain [aorist active imperative] his tongue from evil,  
  and his lips that they speak no guile (v. 10): 

2. Let him eschew evil [aorist active imperative],  
  and do good [aorist active imperative];  

3. let him seek peace [aorist active imperative], 
  and ensue it ([aorist active imperative] v. 11). 
 
Verse 12 is consequential. It shows the consequence of those whom the gospel changes and those 
who reject the gospel. Either we have a specific statement about belief and unbelief or it is a 
general principle. 
 

B. For [hoti / result] the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,  
  and his ears are open unto their prayers:  
   but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil (v. 12). 
 
Psalm 34 is the Old Testament equivalent to Peter’s admonition in verses 8, 9. Psalm 34 is not 
saying something different then verses 8, 9. Psalm 34 gives the reason for Pete’s exhortation to 
the body of Christ.   
 
Let us consider how Psalm 34 explains verses 8, 9. 
 
First, verses 10 and 11 tell us how verses 8 and 9 happen. If you do not control your mouth and 
through your mouth seek peace, you will lack harmony, sympathy, brotherly love, compassion, 
and humility. When you do not seek peace and pursue it, you run your mouth. At times, the 
most “spiritual” thing we can do is say nothing. 
 
If you are one who “flaps their jaws,” then perhaps you need to repent and believe in Jesus. 
 
Second, thus, if you are going to say something stupid about your brother or sister in Christ, 
shut your mouth. Do not tear down the body of Christ corporately. 
 
Third, use your words to build up and not tear down. Learn to encourage and compliment. 
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Fourth, when you live at peace with one another [i.e. the local church], God hears your prayers, 
but when you pray imprecatory prayers, God does not hear it. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you at peace with your church family? 
2. What injustice do you believe you are experiencing at church, at work, and in the home? 
3. Is the gospel greater than this injustice? 
4. Will you keep entrusting yourself to the faithful creator who judges righteously? Will you 

believe He will have the last word? 
 

1 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/your-calling-is-to-bless-believers  
2 http://www.travis.org/sites/default/files/Sermon-Series/080110.pdf  
3 http://www.christianpost.com/news/is-your-life-defined-by-a-ladder-or-a-cross-100544/  
4 http://gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?search=homophron&dict=vine&lang=greek  
5 http://www.myetymology.com/greek/sumpathes.html  
6 http://biblehub.com/greek/5121.htm  
7 A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on 1 Peter 3:9. 
8 A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on 1 Peter 3:10. 
9 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Psalm 34:1. 
10 Family Bible Notes on 1 Samuel 21:10. 
11 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Samuel 21:10. 
12 Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible on 1 Samuel 21:10. 

                                                           


